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ARMS OF BLAIRS OF AGHADOWEY. COUNTY ANTRIM, 

PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 

BLAZOX .. 

ABG., O:S- A SALTIBE B.ETWEE:N TWO C'BESCE::STS 

IS TllE FLANKS A...'i'D' A GARB I::S BASE SA., !'IVE 

LOZE..~GES ( OR ltASCLES) VOIDED CJF TSE :FIRST. 





BLAIR ARMS. 

THE engraving of' the Blair Arms is ~opied from one cut on 

a tomb stone in the church yard at .A.ghndowey which was erect

ed in 1691, :ind many other stones in the same ground bear these 

arms, which are used :it the present time by the Bla.irs of county 

Antrim. By a comp:trison "ith the arms engraved in " Scot
tish Heraldry" we learn that the shield is identical ,vith that 

home by the Blairs of l\Iilgerholm, .Ayreshire,. Scotland, with a 

mullet for difference, showing this county Antrim line belonged 

to the third honse. The motto, « Amo Probos," is tlmt bome by 

Blair of that Ilk, and the ere:,~ is from that of Bln.ir of' Blair, with 
a difference in the posture of the stag; the Ayreshire crest be

ing a stag lodged, while the Antrim crest is a. stag sta.tant. 

The coUDty .Antrim family has a tradition that the arms were 

gr:mted by King ~Ialcolm, of Scotland, to one of the name who 

had been of signal bm,;cry in a battle, in clearing the :field of 

the enemy, the ,vord Blair 8¾:,<l'Difying a cleared field. The two 

charges, silver :md sable, mak~ a most bril.li:mt escutcheon. 





PREFACE. 

£11 ~rmoriam. 
BY the sudden dcce:ise of )Ir. WILLtur BLAIR, the comple

tion of this work has been left to the loTI~gthought of his widow 
and only sumving son. 

It is now some twenty ye:u-s since l\Ir. Blair began to note 
matters of interest in his family lines. As the fact:; accumulntcd 
led far afield, he entrusted the work to :i searcher who began 
with the first generation nc.'rt his o,rn and carefully traced by 
indications lending from county records until in<liridtmh were 
connected and their places of residence assured. Then town 
after town was studied in person ; church and town booka were 
carefully read, and thereby the lines indisputably established. 
In thi8 manner the search "~:LS made in a Luge number of.New 
England plnces, and the history slowly gathered from original 
sources, disclosing the fact that members of the line were 3Illong 
the nr.st to hew their courageous ,.,~y through 1mbroken wilder
nesses. 

In 1891, l\Ir. and l\Irs. Blair visited Londonderrv. where ., -
thcv met and interviewed old residents who were famili-ir "ith ., 
the entire lm;tory of that famous place,.securing also some r.irc 
public:1tions. .A.ftcr the discovery was made that the immigrant 
ancestor was one of the u"Tuter County men, ~Iiss :\Imy Semple, 
of l\Iounthill, Larne, County Antrim, was asked to visit the 
towns in that picturesque region. llis.s Semple went twice to 
Aghadowcy, as well ns to the near villages ; queried of the Har
bor ~laster of Lame and talked with the older ,·ilfagen;, whoee 
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retentive memories were richly stored with hb---tories of early 
families, their :mce:,""tors and In.tcr members, ruid soon her re
searches united the X cw Engla.nd ·with the u"'Tuter County lines. 

Then :i. close study of the siege of Londonderry followed; 
every obtainable history ,va.s c:ircfully read and the main facts 
for the following preamble were gathered from the diaries written 
by men intimately concerned in the fateful e-rents. 

Later still, as m:my of the lhing descendants :is could be 
tr.iced sent their fumily records, thus adding much Taluable 
information. 

As much of the history of the immigr:mt.s was connected with 
the Boston and New Hampshire lines, Mr. Blair decided to 
follow out enough of their record to assist in shaping the whole. 

In loving memory of his mother, he desired to write out her 
two lines of ascent and to follow those with an equal report of 
his -nife's :mceatty, as being of equal interest with his own 
genealogy to his descendants. 

Thanks :ire herein offered to all those who have so kindly and 
:i.ctivcly done all in their power to further the progress of the 
search :md to bring it to full completion-

ElllLY W. LEA VITT. 



THE BLAIRS OF ULSTER PROVINCE, IRELA.}.""D. 
EARLY IDSTORY. 

Tm: nrune of Bbir, which is of Celtic ongm, ~"llifying 
tt a cle:ircd :field," is found a.t a very early period in Scotla.nd, 
and those who bore it have taken an active part in the religious 
and civil movements of their times. In common with num
bers of their countrymen, branches of this fiunily ,vere dri\"en 
from their na.tive land by a series of events, some of which 
:ire to"be touched upon here. 

Early in the 12th century, Henry II. began a course of oppres
sive ,nensures for the reduction· of his resentful Irish subjects, 
which were continued by his successors on the English throne 
until Queen Elizabeth, late in her ~t'l'Jl, or about the year 1601, 
seeing the disastrous effect of this policy, strove to inaugurate 
more concilliitory laws. During these years large tracts of land 
cschcatcd to the crO\rn., and, to induce colonization, these Ian~ 
were oifered to loyal British subjects :it e..,ccecdingly low rates. 
During this same period, England was struggling for supremacy 
in Scotl:md, and the story thereof is written in the battles of 
Stirling, Falkirk., Bannockburn and Flodden Field. The attempt 
to supplant the Presbyterian form of worship by tlm.t of the Eng
lish Church further increased the miseries of the Scotch so they 
were thereby made much more willing to leave their dearly lo\"ed 
I:md for regions where larger freedom could be secured. 

Soon mtcr the accession of J:imcs, about 16C9
, a comp:J.JJy 

w:is organized at London for the purpose of settling the northern 
province of Ireland. J amcs divided some millions of acres of 
land into small holdings in 1612, and offered these to his British 
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subjects at such a lo,v price thnt multitudes "·ere induced to a,~ 
themselves of the opportunity. At this time, Sir ,Yillin.m 
Brereton, who was visiting .. Jruncs Blair at In·inc, Scotland, 
"Tote that more than n,·o thousand persons had gone, or were 
going, from th:tt region alone, :md that croww of di8contcntcd 
men were passing through the town at that Tery moment. A 
band of young men, of whom several bore the name of Blair, from 
.A.rgyleshire, settled in Londonderry and in other parts of Ulster. 

,Vith the king'd consent, the native Irish were driven from the 
hill tops :md from the most fertile districts and their land$ were 
1IJade over to the aliens. The5e, by toil and labor, thrived and 
gradually added more land to their first holdings, and thereby 
gained possession of the grenter part of the counties of Antrim, 
Down nnd Londonderry. The Romanists who had lingered 
about the region regar<lcd them as invaders of their ow·n inherent 
rights, heretic usurpers of their homes, and nourished a spirit of 
envy and religious hntrcd which grew and strengthened in silence 
for more than thirty years, until the time seemed ripe for action 
by taking a.dvant:1gc of the dissensions between the English 
sovereigns and their obstinate Gaelic subjects. 

Opposing the efforts of .. James I., and later those of Chnrlc.q 
I., to suppln.nt their form of church government, the sturdy 
Scotch, uniting in a common cause, drew up n ~ Solemn League 
and Covenant" which embodied their determined resolve to 
m:untain the Reformed religion as their natiooru creed. Frozn 
this time until about 1641, there ,vcrc controversies, heated dis
putes, banding of men for warlike purposes and such hostilities 
that the Irish, eagerly watching the conflict, thought they would 
have England as an ally and resolved to e.-q>el or C.'ttermina.tc the 
heretics in their midst in this, to them, most auspicious time. 
Large numbers of the Irish soldiers, who had previously been dis
banded by order of the king, held secret meetings, in which skil-
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ful addresses by their priests inflamed their spirits. Supplies of 
men ~nd money were sent from Frnncc. A plot was matured ; 
the people of Dublin received warning of it in time to protect 
themselves ; but the defenceless Prote~tants of other pln.ces were 
taken by utter surprise, October 3, 16-!l, and wer~ slain until 
whole pro,·inces were almost depopulated. This onsfo.ught was 
speedily ::wenged by Chnrles I., and luteron by Cromwell, ,,·ho, 
ns Lieutenant of Irclnnd, reduced the Celts by as cruel a alaugh
ter as they had meted to the ~foreigner:;." 

Both Cromwell :md Charles II. prote:ted n.nd encouraged the 
Scotch in their Irish settlements and furthered their attempts to 
:regain their earlier prosperity. But when .Jam.es II. came to 
the throne, in 16S5, there was strong c:iuse for renewed :tlarm. 
A zealous bigot, he forbade nny religious meeting:; to be held in 
Scotland other than those prescribed by the English Church. 
The signers of the League, termed ~ Co"·cn:intcrs," bec:une 
objects of special l"enge:incc, :ind were laid under pen:tlty of 
death if they did not abjure their oath. Resolute, steaufast, de
termined to hold firmly their creed, prohibited from public 
meetings, they gathered in secret phiccs in the mountn.iru, 
under co,·er of rocl-y fastnesses, to worship God in what ""aS 

to them the only true form. Armed troopers were sent to hunt 
them from their hiding places; helpless men were seized at 
their work, tortured, and put to death for refusing to abjure. 
John Grnhrun, ofCfa¥erhousc, leader of the Kinis party in 
Scotland, ( celebrated in t\\"O of Scott~ no-rels), animated :ind 
encouraged these cruelties by his ruthless spirit. The times 
were so terrible that the hunted people tore thellldeh·cs from 
their lo,·cd mountairui and, from 1684: to 1688, there w:is a con
tinual e."todus to Ircm.nd. 

At last, in 1688, James' English subject::, themselves dro¥e 
him into crilc and invited his daughter, )1:iry, with her 
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husband, ,villin.m Prin~ of Orange, to take the English throne. 
J:imcs ficcl to :France aml there planned to :r.cgain his kingdom. 
Encouraged by promises of a.id from Louis XIV. and bclic¥ing 
his Catholic :ulherents in Ireland would flock to his stn.ndartl, he 
propo:,cd to land nt some southern port of that island, to march 
across it and to make an entrance into Scotland, where large 
bodies of his followers would be rendy to meet him and join his 
march into Engl:tnd. In this project he mLS ably seconded by 
Richard Talbot, Earl of Tyrconncl, who had been appointed 
Lonl Deputy to Ireland in his reign and who still held that 
office under ,villirun :md l\fury. Tyrconnel immediately 
ordered four regiments to be raised. The troops in Ulster were 
commanded by the Enrl of Antrim, an eminent Catholic ; the 
Protest:mt forces ,~ere commanded by Lord ~Iontjoy and were 
stationed in and around Londonderry-, in accord ,nth the charter 

· of that city, in which was the especial provision th:it no papist 
should dwell within· its walls. 

The city of ·Londonderry was built on the slope of a. hill, on n. 
peninsula formed by the ril·cr and Lough Foyle. The eminence 
was crowned by the Cathedral, on whose broad turrets cannon 
were placed for its defence. The city w:1.S nearly ornl in shape, 
walled, ,vith four gates. The common bnll stood in the centre, 
in a square where four main streets con'"crgcd and formed ~ the 
Di!lmond" which wa.s so spacious that it afforded' ample room for 
the manreu'\Tes of some ten thousand men. 

November 23, 1688, Tyrconncl, desirous of establishing his 
Cntholic forces where they could be most effective for his pu_rpose 
of furthering the progress of James through the country, ordered 
Lord liontjoy to mo'°e south '\\-ith his Protestant hands, as far 
away :tS Dublin, and commanded the Earl of Antrim to take his 
place. As Antrim's regiments were not yet filled, he could not 
obey for about two weeks ; this left a -rncancy in governorship 
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and James Buclum:m ,-ma appointed deputy mayor of London
deny. The citizens ·were greatly c.~crcised in regard to the 
matter of quartering Antrim's regiment upon them, both because 
it "·as C:i.tholic and for the reason that numbers of its men., 
officers as well as soldiers, were descendants of those persons 
"'·ho, in 1641, had so ruthlessly butchered the Protestants. 
Their fears were still further increased by a warning letter., 
addressed to the gentry, which revealed a plot for the massa
cre of all of foreign birth on the ensuing ninth of Dcct:m~. 
This letter was dropped in a public square and was carried to i\Ir. 
George Phillips9 a. veteran soldier and a former governor of Lon
donderry, who quickly made its contents widely known. 

The admission of Antrim's C:itholic forces ·wu.s by some con
sidered tant:imount to an espousal of the cause of James II., 
while closing the gates of a. city tot:illy unfitted for defence looked 
like m:idness. In the midst of the tumult., :ifarm and divided 
opinion, .Antrim and his regiment appeared on the opposite 
bank of the Foyle. The officers crossed at once and demanded 
admission ; a parley ensued; the troops, impatient at the dchty, 
,rithout waiting orders, rushed over the river and massed near 
the ferry gate. The cautious elders of the towu hesitated; but 
tt thirteen young prcntice boys " boldly decla.red for shutting the 
gate., seized the keys, clo5ed and locked the ferry gate. This 
decided the timorous and temporizing. All the other gates 
were immediately secured and the bridges were drawn up. The 
e.uspcratcd soldiery refused to full back ; shots flew, but, when 
J amcs :Morrison, one of the apprentices, called ~ Bring the great 
gun here," a pnnic ensued and the enemy fled tumultously. 
David Camcs, of Knockcrm::my, a gentleman of high standing, 
went to the town, commendccl the boys for their ~pirit and, four 
days after, left for London to lay the matter before their 
majesties and present the imperative need of immediate assistance. 
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In January, 1689, Tyrconncl, n.n..""Oous to secure the town for 
.J nmes, changed his policy and ordered Lord )!ontjoy nnd 
Colonel Lundy to march their Protestant.forces up from Dublin, 
,vhich lay one hundred ::md nfty miles to the south-ca.st. .As 
liontjoy's religious principles were the same :is their own and as 
he "9nS well known nnd held in high esteem, the citizens hacl 
faith in him and agreed to ndmit Col. Lundy \\ith t\vo com
panie:, of the Protestant troops, proYidcd the other four com
panies, which were mainly Catholics, should be quartered at 
some distance outside the walls. Colonel Lundy, secretly a 
follower of J amcs, had taken command under Willi:1m in order 
to be better able to serve J 3.Illes' schemes. ~ loyalty ,vas sus
pected and ,villiam, forced to make use of him in the scarcity 
of a.'\"ailable officers for Ireland, instructed the bearer of' his com
mission not to deliver it until Lundy had taken solemn oath of 
nlleginnce in his presence. On the other hand, ::\Iontjoy was 
sincere nnd fu.ithful. Immediately on his arri~ he set about 
!3-ising money among the wealthier cl:isscs for purchase of sup
plies, ordnance and ammunition, strengthening the defences :l.lld 
disciplining the troops. Horace Kennedy went to Scotland to 
implore the Council to send relief. James Hamilton came from 
England with supplies sent by their majesties·, which were con
voyed by two bodies of troops under Colonels Richards and 
Cunningham, who h:id discretionary orders in regard to their 
landing the men. These arrived April 15, 1689. 

King James disembarked at Kin.sale, a southem port of Ire
land, l\Iarch 12, 1689, and made a magnificent entry into 
Dublin at the heacl of a multitude of British an~ Irish nobility 
and about five thousand soldiery, with liarshal de Rosen as 
commander of the French forces. He was met by Tyrconnel 
with troops that swelled his numbers to some thirty thousand 
foot and eight thousand horse. As soon as Tyrconnel ,vas 
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advised of the arrivnl of.James, he displo.yccl his true colors :ind 
sent Colonel Hamilton to reduce the Protestants of the north. 
Hamilton droYc in post after post and, at Dromore, made such 
a bloody onslaught that ever after it was known as tt the rout of 
Droniore." Thi:, sbughtcr caused the more timorous Protcs
tmits to flee across the Channel, but the bolder men, numbering 
about one thous:md, gathered in and about Londoiidcrry. 

As the allied forces approached, Lundy made a feint of re
sista.ncc, but abnndonued one pbce after another until, at last, 
he drew all his soldiers into the city. Herc, on the anival of 
Colonels Ricbards and Cunningham, he summoned a council to 
meet him and so swayed them by reprcscntation.s of his weakness 
and inadequacy of means as to persuade the majority to dra,,. up 
terms of surrender. The colonels deciding that it would be 
useless to land their troops, returned to their ships, stood out in 
the Lough and, in a fe,,. days, set sail for England. 'When the 
true state of the case ,vas 1ru1de known to their majesties an in
quiry into this conduct led to a court-martial, with the result that 
the colonels were promptly cashiered. 

The to,m clerk, James liorgridge, ,vho had taken the minutes 
of this council, convened a. number of the citizens the ne."¢ 
morning and told them what had been done. Thereupon arose a 
great outcry and a tumult which led to bloodshed. "\\71ile it 
'\\"as at its height, it was announced that the king was coming to 
recci'\"e the capitulation. At the srune moment, n friendly force 
under Colonel l-Iurray was disco,·ered approaching from another 
direction. This latter body was refused admission by Lundy, 
but the crowds on the ramparte, stretching out their arms, 
begged l\Iurray not to forsake them; while the loynl party threw 
wide the gates for his entrance. Once ,rlthin, he ordered a 
proclamation to be made for all the faithful to repair to the 
Parade with a white handkerchief tied about the left arm as a . 
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distinguishing bndge. There he c.~hortcd them to such purpose 
that it was decided to impeach and supplant Lundy. :Murray 
was urged to take his plncc as go'\'crnor, but he declined, 
nllcging he w:i.s better fitted for off cnsi'\'e than dcfcnsi'\"e war
fare, :ind nruncd J.fajor Henry Baker n.s most suitable for the 
post. The latter was immediately elected, and Rev. George ,v :ilkcr was nppointcd assistant. Rev. George "\Y :ilker, rector 
of Donaghmore, :i. m:u:i. nd'\'anccd in years, seeing the danger of 
the times, had raised :i. regiment nnd at its head had marched 
into the city to give assistance. While this ~orous course was 
being pursued· Lundy, finding public opinion gro"ing hot 
3c,":Lll1St him, secreted himself and, under CO'\'er of the sheltering 
darkness of the night, stole out of the city, disguised as :i. pedlar 
mth a pack upon his back • 

.As soon as his departure was known, the gnrrison W:tS formed 
into regiments proportioned to the number of bastions. For the 
purpose of stimulating them :ind increasing their ardor, certain 
parts of the "\\"'Orks were assigned to special troops who were held 
entirely responsible for them. Sorties were pl:inned to fret nnd 
gall the besiegers ana to tire them out ; these being hazardous 
in the e..'rtreme, command of each was offered to volunteers, who 
called upon their friends to follo,T" them. ~ April 21, our men 
sallied, both foot and horse, towards Pcnnyburn Hill ; the horse 
was commanded by Colonel l\lurray, the foot by Captain 
Thomas Bl:iir, Lieutenant Da.nd Blnir :i.nd others. These 
people fought bra'\'cly, but were driven back by :i. superior 
force." ~While :i. party of two hundred men under Lieutenant 
Colonel Blair was posted :ilong the ditches, doing good c.""tccu
tion on the camp, a great body of .the enemy was coming 
down upon them whom our men could not see. Colonel 
}IllIT:ly, ri<ling along Bog street, galloped to the place, though 
he was fired upon incessantly, and warned them of their 
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danger, so they crunc ofF in safety. Our women did good ser
vice, carrying ammunition, brcnd and drink to our men and 
:tiding to \"ery good purpose at the Bog side by bc:i.ting off with 
stones the grenadiers who en.me too ncnr our lines." 

By the middle of .June, the besieged began to suffer for want 
of provisions nnd were reduced to the necessity of salting and 
eating the flesh of the horses which were killed in the s~bes 
:ibout the city. June 13 tt hopes "·ere raised at the sight of 
thirty sail in Lough Foyle. These were sent from England 
and brought, under the command of }L'ljor Genernl Kirke, a 
re-inforcemcnt of five thousand men, with pronsions. The be
sieged fired guns to e.~rcss their joy and made signs of distrCBS, 
but Kirke, deterred by the batteries o:i each side of the riYer, 
sailed out of the harbor, to their intense dismay." 

King J amcs conducted the siege in person, at first, then re
turned to hold a parliament at Dublin. General Conrad de 
Rosen, :i. French commander of much militn.:r:y skill, but haughty 
:md unscrupulous, appeared before the city, .. June 18, mth a re
inforcement of fifteen hundred men and ,ms invested with the 
command of the besieging army. He e.~resscd great contempt 
for the ,r.il.bi and swore that "his men should bring them to him, 
stone by stone .. " On the very day of his :irrival the order w-:is 

gi'°en within the wnlls tlL'lt no one should speak of surrender 
on pain of denth. Impatient at the protracted resistance, 
J runes ordered de Rosen to take measures to end the siege :it 
once. Thereupon the gcnernl drew the lines closer :ind sent 
a despatch to the effect that, if the city were not surrendered 
before the evening of the nc."tt d.i.y ~ he would strip the Protest-

• 
:m.ts of the country round about of their possessions and drh·e 
them, men, women nnd children, under the wnlls and there put 
them to death by the s"·ord. · His threat being received ";th 
contempt, the very next day an effort was made to cm-ry it out. 
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E¥cn his own officers revolted nnd the English general, Hamil
ton, who stood next de Rosen in rank, was so shocked at the 
sight or the mh;crnble beings ns they were driycn through the 
Irish camp~ that he gave provisions to them n.s they mo,·cd 
along, in defiance of orders. Hemmed in under the walls, suf
fering from famine and sick"1less, these bral"e people yet implored 
their friends in the city not to gi\"c way lest a worse fate befall 
them at the hands of such a merciless commander. 

In ret.·tlfo.tion, n. g:tllows wns built upon the ramp:irts and 
word sent to the effect that, if the people were not immediately 
rclensed, all the prisoners then in the city would be hanged 
from twit gillows.. This menace, together ,vith a letter from 
the king, in which he denounced de Rosen's course, and the 
general abhorrence of his act in his own army, caused the 01·der 
to be revoked, but not before hundreds had perished from e..,;::
posure and prh·ation. 

As the summer wore on, a great number of the besieged 
succumbed from the heat with its attendant diseases :md the 
scarcity of food. Fifteen officers were buried in one day, one 
of these being l\Iajor Baker, who died on the thirtieth of June. 
The food was mllow, starch, salted hide and roots, while their 
drink was water mL"tcd with anise seed. The supply of cannon 
balls was c.~ustcd and pieces of brick cased in lead were used 
as substitutes. 

A council of war ,ms held July 24, and it was decided that 
:6.ve hundred men should sally out, at four o'clock the ne.."tt 
morning, to dri,·e in some cattle that were grazing near Penny
burn Hill. Th~c men were divided into three detachments, of 
which the party at the Bishop's Gate was under Captains Blair 
and Dixon and Lieutenant Boyd. These fell upon the men in 
the trenches who, not C."tpccting such energy in ~ starving 
people, at :first fled before them, but immediately rallied and 
dro.e them back before they could accomplish their purpose. 
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July 30, Rev. George "-ralker, fearful lest the resolve not to 
surrender might give way under such tortures, prenched nt the 
CatJ1cdrnl :ind endeavored, by helpful texts, to hold them firm in 
the faith thnt God would deliver them in their e.~cmity • 
.About an hour nftcnrnrds, three ships were seen coming up the 
river, aeeording t~ the promise of :\fojor Gencrnl Kirke that, 
when they \\"Crc :i.t the worst, he would Ycnture all things in 
their bchnlf. These were two merchantmen, the PhCX!nL"t and 
the :i.\Iontjoy, laden ,vith provisions, com·oycd by the wnr 
frigate, the Dartmouth under Captain Browning. A boom hnd 
been <lrnwn across the Foylc. The frigate struck this :md broke 
it, but wns thrown back by the shock and run aground, all the 
while being under the fire of the enemy from both shores. But, 
in firing a broadside, she righted and sailed on. Captain Brown
ing of the Dartmouth, and Captain Douglass of the Phmni."t, 
were both killed. 

The wind failing, the an."tious watchers actually howled in 
despair and rushed into the water ; but oars were manned and 
the vessels were towed into port. 

The Phccnbc wns loaded ,,;th six or eight hundred barrels of 
meal whilst the ~Iontjoy brought beef, flour :t.nd biscuit from 

· England. "'This relief," says ,Ynlker, "'arrived here to the in
expressible joy and trnnsport of our distressed garrison, for we 
had only counted on two more days of lifo." In the course of 
the next night, the Irish army, under de Rosen, left the posi
tion it had held before Londonderry fvr one hundred :ind five 
days~ after losing eight or nine hundred men and about one 
hundred of its best officers.• 

(t To a. citizen of Lon<londcrry, the preservation of eYery 
circumst.'\ncc relatiYe to the transactions of 1688-89, is pccu-

• Thi:,1 :iccount \\"ll!I compiled from Ricb:i.rd'i- Diary of the Fleet. not u>'ed by 
)fac:i.ulr";"~ A'!!h'!! Journ:u of the Siege, edition of li:)'.?; W:ilker\• Oi:i~· or tho 
Siege, 1 ..... , 9. Londondcri:i..~ :1 poem rcfa.tin:;: the iltcident.i :i.nd some of the 
prominent men of the siege, "'hich "~ found in the houi;e :it Derry. 
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linrly dear. Remote and inconscquentw as it m:iy appear to a 
foreign observer, every inhabitant of Grc:1t Britain :i.nd Ireland 
will rcgnrd that sie:?e as one of the ems of history. Had James 
made a rapid and e~y conquest of Derry, the war would ha\"e 
had n. different conclusion, and we of this day might ha\"e been 
lingering under a cruel and dc..~otic government. The bold 
and successful defence m:ide by out" gallant :incestors checked 
the career and cl:iustcd the strength of Jnmcs's army :md 
finally proved the principal cause in seating '\Vill.iam firmly 
on the English throne." 
(From the Siege and History of Dcrrr, edited by John Keneton.) 



Alto~o the places harried by the troopers of J runes II. was 
the benutiful village of .Aghadowcy, in County .Antrim. It 
lies on the west side of the river Bann as it cnn-cs in its course 
from Lough l\Iengh to the Atlantic, near Lough Foyle and the 
Giant's Causeway, through one of the ,.lcveliest districts of the 
north of' Irel:ind. In this section m:my · fumilies by the name of 
Blair hn.d settled. On the opposite shore of the stream, which 
here is so narrow that a boat c:m. cross it in a short :five minutes' 
row, at a little town called "The Vow,"there:ire, in this present 
year, five families by the name of Blair. 

At Derry, in the Cathedral y:trd, there stands a stone which 
was erected to the memory of Thomas Blair, ,vbo died in 1696, 
at the age of forty years ; nc.."d: st.ands that of his widow, :Mrs. 
Eliza. Blair, who died July, 1754, aged nincty-sL"t years. They 
belonged to the ~tre of Glendarm.ot, whic~ lies about two 
miles south of Derry, and were to have been buried among their 
own kinsfolk, but, as Thomas Blair was severely wounded at the 
seigc of 1689 and died of his hurts, the people of Derry begged 
to have his ashes mingled with those of his murdered comrades. 
Ale."t:1.nder Blair, ancestor of this Thomas Blair, a native of Scot
land, obtained a grant of land at Glendarmot, at ~ penny an 
acre, from King James, about the y~ 1610. A brother of 
Alexander came at the 8:lllle time :md settled nt .A.ghadowey, 
six miles from Coleraine. The Glentiarmot Bln.irs claim to have 
come from Ayrshire, Scotland, and to lmve been related to the 
Reverend Robert Blair, who came from Scotland at a much 
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Inter period and mis settled as the pastor over churches in Irvine 
and Bangor, Ireland. 

liis.s Semple "Titcs: "'I ha~e been in different counties of Ire
land and Scotland celebrated in history nnd song, yet nowhere 
did I ever see scenery superior to that of .Aghado,,·cy; my eyes 
ne\"cr rested on a lovelier spot. The sikcry waves of the· · 
pnstornl Bnnn kiss the shore ns it winds on its course towards its . 
ocean home in the broad Atlantic. The countrv is well wooded ., 
:md the high state of cultivation which pervndes the entire 
locality strikes the tra,·eler with admiration; no matter ho,v 
humble the home,. there is ahrnys 11. wen.Ith _of flowers around the. 
dwelling. The cotters plainly have a gre.'lt love of fruit and 
:flowers, and not a foot of the soil is left untillcd. 

~ Thevill~n-e of Aghadowey whence the parish obtains its nrune, 
consists of n. railway station,. n. post-office,. a few shops, n. public 
house, a deposit bank, a sa'rings bank, three flax mills, a com 
mill, nn Episcopal church set in the midst of its ancient yard, 
in ~\"hich the oldest stones are found, the houses of the villagers 
and the Presbyterian meeting-house, which stands about seven 
perches from the village. The meeting-house is still in splendid 
condition. It is built of black stones well cemented :md is 
capable of seating some eight hwidred people in both floor and 
gallery. There is a. stained gL1.SS windo"~ on either side of the 
pulpit. .Altogether, it is a stately and venerable pile." 

t! Among the Bla.irs was one .Jruncs Blair who erected a stone 
in Aghadowey churchyard to the memory of his ,rife, Rachel 
Boyd, who died ):!arch 10, 1700, aged fifty-st~ years. They 
had a son named Robert, who married Isabella Rankin, daughter 
of Da.vid Rankin, who came from Scotland in 1685 and died in 
Agh:ulo"·ey in 1750, aged eighty-four years,. ns is cut on his 
tombstone. As far as I can make out, this Robert Blair who 
married Isnbella Rankin and ,v:is the son of J amcs Blair and 
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Rachel Boyd, was the ancestor of the N cw Englruid Bfo.irs." 
This James Blair and his brother Abraham owned a bleach 
green c:illcd Ba.Ilydwitt, within calling distance from the church 
at Aghndowey. It is now ( 1893) owned by a l\Irs. Locbcl-tle. 
There are two other bleach greens in .A.ghadowey n.ll co\"'ered 
with linen webs. · 

"The whole region is quite level, with a gentle slope to the 
river, the only rising ground being the hills of Sleigh Gallon, 
sever.tl miles distant to the northwest. The southern end of the 
village joins Kilrea, and throughout its length can be traced 
houses built by its first Scotch settlers. Thes~ are in clusters and 
are termed tClackens,' Gailic for village. The people a.re· :t 
strong-looking race, the men t:ill and well formed, the women 
ra.ther above medium height. They are principnlly farmers., 
but many work on the bleach greens, while others spend their 
lives in wea-ring on looms which stand in their own houses. 
There is a we:i.ver in :ilmost every dwelling in County Derry, 
:md at the time of the great llllcO'fation spinning and weaving 
were the principal industries of this whole province. 

The bleach green of Ballydwitt lies about a quarter of a mile 
from the bank of the river at the north end of the parish., \'Cry 

near the Kirk. The Bl:iirs employed "·cavers to work at looms 
in their own houses and men to spread the brown webs on the 
smooth, rich, green grass; to watch them as they slowly 
whitened under the sun, while others prepared for exportation 
the be:lutifu.l lincn which \t"US not used for their own household., .. 

At the opening of the fu.tcful year of 1688 .. they were quietly 
pursuing their pastor.tl lives. Then .:\.br:iham Blair went to 
Derry, and while he was gallantly fighting there the King's 
soldiers were harrying his defenceless kindred~ s.'lcking and 
burning their houses, forcing ma.:?y bto 1:hc :,uffcring crowd~ 
under the walls he was defending. His brother J ame:t s wife, 

3 
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Rachel (Boyd) Bln.ir, contrived to evade the hunters. ,vith 
her little children she cowered in the sheltering furze. Her son, 
Robert, was then about five years of age, old enough to receive 
n. n:rid, lasting impression of the dcv:istation nnd ruin of their 
chcrnhcd home. His mother w:is n. descendant of ·-Thomas 
Boyd who, in 15 7 6, settled at Craig. a village lying between 
Ballymenn. and Kilrca. He could tr:icc his ancestry back 
to that Lord Boyd, who was a gun.rdian of J amcs Stuart III. 
during his minority. In 1467, the eldest son of Lord Boyd wn.s 
created Earl of ..clntrim :ui~ mmricd the king's sister. Owing 
to enemies at Court, in 1469, they were convicted of treason :md 
their estates were forfeited ; they then were governing the lord
ships of KiJmarnock., .Ayrnn, Bute Cowal, Renfe,v, besides the 
castle of Rothsay. Lord Boyd fled to Onordshire, and his 
brother .A.lexn.nder was executed on Castle Hill. 

The grave stone erected to the memory ot Mrs. R:t.chel (Boy~) 
Blair by her husb:ind, James Blair, is still standing, and as it is 
alone, it strengthens the inference that her husband accompanied· 

-his brother, Abraham, and his own sons when they sailed away 
to New England. l\Irs. Rachel (Boyd) Blair died lfuy 10, 
1700, aged fifty years. 

When the siege ended, the Blairs returned to their own place, 
rebuilding the ho~c, ,ratching the wc:a.ving and caring for the 
great linen webs during the week, quietly walking with their 
children and grandchildren to the old Kirk so close to their 
home, on the Snhbath, where the Reverend ,Jmies l\fcGrcgor 
preached to them from the time of his first settlement in 1701 
until the end of his services in 1718. But the peace of their 
earlier years had departed. Promises made by the crown ,~·ere 
not kept, and the future wns dark and threatening, holding Dt' 

brightness for their sons :md daughters who had married and had· 
many small children dependent upon them. The brothers must 
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have been nmong those who first discussed the idea of leaving all 
the dn.ngers that darkened around them, and settling in fur :i:way 

New· England, and who ~1mrcc1 in the hope that, in cnsting their 
lot with :i people who hn.d encountered hardship :ind trial to win 
religious freedom and n. new country for themseh-es, they would 
be going to a kinclly brotherhood • 

.At home, they were forced to endure many grievances. . As 
tf Dissenters " they were at liberty to follow their own form of 
worship, yet they were obliged to pay tithes to the Church of 
England. Their land 'ITTls held by lease from the Crown and 
not in indhidnal right ; they were ProtCb"tmts in the midst of 
a Roman Catholic populntion, in who~e brc.'\Sts smouldered the· 
fires of reYcnge, which only lacked occn.sion to burst forth into 
bloody deeds. Onerous restrictions were In.id on their manufac
tures. Urged by all these pressing embnrrnssments this people 
sought ont more :fii,·oring conditions. Their attention wns turned 
to New Engln.nd by a young man named Robert Holmes, the son 
of a Presbyterian minister who hn.d lived in the region. En
couraged by his account of the civil and religious liberty enjoyed 
in the American colonies, seYernl clergymen, Rev. William 
Boyd, Rev •• J amcs ~!cGregor, nnd Re,·. ,villiam Cornwell, "ith 
their congregations, decided to migrate. Therefore, in the spring 
of 1718, Rev. Willi:un BoTd wns sent "ith an nddrcss to Go\"er-.. 
nor Shute of lfussachusetts Bay, which was 3ignecl by over three 
hundred of the people, nine of whom were ministen:, and all of 
whom, saYe thirteen only, wrote their own names. ( This paper 
is prescr,..cd in the State House at Boston.) 

The response of the Governor :ind hid Council was so en
cournging that they prepared to migrate. Rev-. James )Ic
Gregor assembled his flock in the fine old church which the 
Blairs hnd always attended and where they must have been 
present when )Ir. )foGregor preached the farewell ~ermon 
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from E....::odus, 33d chapter, 15th verse, l'tlf Thy presence go not 
"ith me carry us not up hence," u.nd recounted the rea..."10ns 
for leaTIDg their homes. They were to aYoid oppression and 
cruel bondage, to escape persecution and designed ruin and to 
withdr:nv from the communion of idolatry, to h:ive opportunity 
of wcrshipping God according to the dictates of conscience and 
the rules of His inspired word." (From Rambles through 
Europe, by l\!r. L • .A.. :\Iorrison, page 86.) 

Fh·c ships were chartered, and in these whole fumiliea em
barked, including aged gmndparents and helpless babes, the 
main port of departure being Londonderry, but the present 
harbor master of Lame thinks the ships touched at other ports on 
their way out and that one put in :it Lame. These five ships 
anchored l't at the little wharf at the foot of State ( then King~ 
street, Boston, New Englan~ .August 4, 1718." (From the 
first book of town records of Londonderry, New Hampshire.) 

The descriptions and statements of Aghadowey are t.aken from 
a series of letters written by l\Iiss l\Ia.ry Semple of )Ionthill, 
Lame, County Antrim, Ulster Province, Ireland, who made a. 
personal visit to the place and talked with the aged men, who 
recounted tales they had received from their.gr:mclsires. 

Dear l\Ir. Blair:-
l\Ionthill (Ireland), 28th AU:,."USt, 1898. 

1 was at a place c:Llled Crnigs, seven miles beyond Ballymena !l.Ild 
unei-pectedly (received) information which may interest you. Robert 
Boyd. who lives ut a place called Boydstown, fu the parish of Cmigs; : 
gave me a history of his own family. You may ~rrine my surprise. 
when be began to tell of 'the Boyds being m:uTied among the Blairs of 
.A.ghndowey. He s:i.id the founder of his, :l.Ild many more f:.unilies, was 
one Thomas Boyd, a nati.c of Oxfordshire, who settled at Cmigs in • 
1573. He married Elizabeth Dougl:is, a daughter of Scotch parents 
who bad settled at Crn.igs ::ilso. 

This Thomas received u grant of land, of which his descenrumts still 
hold a part. .A son settled at Ihmgi"en, County Derry, :llld was the 
grandfather of the Rachel Boyd who married James Blair, ~d own . 
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fo.ther of the Rev. )Ir. Boyd who went with the Cllll::,"l'nllts to New 
&mps11ire. 

I never met n. more interesting old Dl!1Il than this Mr. Boyd. He 
took me around his farm, and nearly every field had a history. A 
small river runs near the house, which is called the Red Ford, so 
nruned because it was surcharged with blood the three days when 
Cromwell's army fougµt that of Philim Roe O'huill 'till th!lt place 
where the Irish leader was killed.' A large cairn marks his grave. 
He also sho,ved me the spot where a church (with) a grave yard once 
stood in. which m:iny Boyds were buried. As it stood far from the 
public road, it was grnduully neglected and now is a fuir meadow .. 
There are apple trees in'his garden which were planted by an ancestor 
named l\Ionttie]d Lyle Boyd, some two hundred years ago ; he W:tS a 
soldier and fought under the Duke of l\Iarlborongh at Blenheim. 

I w:is told that one of the ships that carried the first e~'T.lllts was 
called "'The Engle's Wmg" and another .:. The Lady Sellerooke.,. 
There is an old song about the ~"'T:lllts going away in the ship •' Lady 
Sellerrooke u that left fair Londonderry. Yoars, 

l\LutY SE3XPLE. 

In a letter d:tted January 1, 1900, Miss Semple writes: 
"' Close beside the old church at .Aglmdowey is the house where the 

Rev. .J. :McGregor lived prior to his remoml to America. The 
people here for the most part know their ancestry well. The tradi
tions of each family were h!mded down from futher to son since they 
cnme from Scotland. Before the Scotch settlers came, there were many 
D:mes living on this co:ist ; the Scotch married among them, therefore· 
we all have Danish blood. 

Thiq county of Antrim has gh·en four presidents to your grettt ~ 
public : Breckenridge(?), .fockson, Johnson and Garfield. Brecken
ridge's ancestors lived about a half a mile from here. I have a copy of 
the le:i..~ of umd the,· had in 1700. Andrew J:ick..i:;onys father was born 
about three miles from here. I h!lve seen the house often. Then, 
the ancestors of General .John Gordon, late goYernor of Georgi!l. lived 
here. His gre:i.t, great gr:m.dfather lies in our churchyard; he died in 
1710." 





THE FIRST OF THE NE,v .. ENGLAND FAMILY. 





THE FffiST OF THE NEW ENGLAND 
F.tUIILY. 

1. RonERT1 B~ apparently the elder of the two broth
ers wl1ose history we have trnccd, was in Rutland, ,v orcet,.""ter 
county, :\!ass., before 1720. He had two daughters, )Iary 
and Elizabeth, baptized in the church of' Sudbury, :\.fo.ss., in 
1724. He bought a farm in '\\:--orc~r, county 1Yorccster, 
~Inss., in 1726, of which tl1e original deed is carefully pre-: 
served among other family papers, and is as follows : "Feb
ru.i.ry 10, 1726, Joseph Hubbanl, of Concord, l\fo.ss., sold 
to Robert1 Blair, of :Marlborough, )!ass., for sixty pounds, :1. 

messuage or tenement in W orcCt'.14:cr of sL-ny-two acres of 
bnd, which wa.s a part of .Joseph l\Iarnble's Second Division of 
the common htncls in ,vorccstcr, on and adjoining a hill west of 
Prospect l!eadow and east of Halfway river.~ All the boun
dary lines were run from one marked heap of'stones to another. 
The a.djoining lands ,..-ere owned by James l\Iorse, .Andrew 
Gardner, Natfutniel :\Ioore; while the common, or undirided 
lands, stretched far and wide beyond his holding. "The sills 
of his house were placed by compass, so that, when the sun 
turned on the west end they knew it ,-ms noon." 

February 10, 1726, Robert1 Blair, bought of John Hub
bard, of ,vorcestcr, for ten pounds, three acres of meadow 
land in Worcester, called the Prospect -'leadow land ; E-Ome years 
later his farm is described tt as lying on both sides of the road 
leading from Worcester meeting house to Tatneck Hill." A. 
house is still standing on the original site of the homestead 
which was built around one of the first rooms and which is like 
the earliest house in :ill respects saYe the addition of an ell of 
two stories, which w:i.s put up to accommodate a growing family. 

Robert1 Blair appenrs to haYe immediatel_y i~!crested himself 
in public matters. In 1732, he w:is a surreyor of the wghways; 
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in 1735, he wns one of a committee to ff sent the meeting house.~• 
In AuguS4 1733, he. together with "\\'illinm .Jennison, Deacon 
Nathaniel :Moore, Lieutenant Thomas Stearns and Jrunes Hamil
ton, was appointco. on . a committee to settle and renew the 
boundaries between the north :md south parts of W orccster. 
At a meeting held at the house of Cnpt!lin David HeJ''fOod, inn
holdcr, on Fcbrwiry 13, 1737-8, Benjamin Flagg, junior, Palmer 
Golding, Henry Lee, Gershom Rice, junior, and Robert Blair 
were elected to survey several pieces of common and undi,;cled 
land in the south p:>.rt of "\\7orccstcr. In 1742, he w:is a juror. 
December 14, 1751., when Robert Blair was about sh:ty-cight 
years of age, an Indenture was drawn up in which he as
signed to his youngest son, .Joseph, "'the ''"hole of the furm of 
land on which the said Robert Blair now dwells, consisting of 
plow, mowing, wood and pasture lands, with the buildings, half 
of the dwelling house and ha.If of the barn e."Ccepted; likewise 
his pair of oxen now in the possession of the said Joseph Blair.". 
In consideration of this transfer, his son agreed to occupy 
and work the said farm by his own labor ruid charge during 
the lifetime of his parents ff and to care for them in nil ways." 
This appears to have marked the end of Robert Blair's :active 
days, though he lived many years after this deed was drawn. 

Robert' Blair married, probably in Aghadowey, Isabelln, 
daughter of David Rankin, whose father went from Scotlnnd, 
in 1685, to Agh:ndo,'fey, where he died in 1750, aged 84 years. 
Robert Bla.ir was buried in the ground which is now a part of 
Worcester Common. The inscription on his stone mis : 

'- ID l\Iemory of Mr. Robert Blair who departed this life Oetober 
ye 14, .A.D. 1774, in the 91 year of his age. 

How great, how :firm, how sacred ru1 appears, 
How worthy an im.mort:11 round of years; 
Yet all must drop :is Autumn•s ripened grain, 
And earth and firmament be sought in vain." 

The inscription on l\frs. Blair's stone was : 

"Here lyes interred the remains of l\Irs. Robert Blair, who died 
Febnwy 10, 1765, aged 82 ye:ll'S. 

Memento Mori.'' 



FIR.5T OF THE Z..'"EW-ENOLAND FAlIILY. 31 

They had children : 
I. l\L\.TTHEW,2 born about 1704-5. 
2.. DAVID, born 1708-9. 
3. Jom.-, born 1710. 
4. SAR..W. ~ 
5. DOLLY. 
6. WILLLui; .born 1718. 
7. J.un:s. 
8. ROBERT, born in Rutlan~ .June 20~ 1720. 
9. ELIZABETH, born 1724. 

10. l\I.mr, born April 1, 1725. 
l I. J OSEPB, born 1727. 

In the Ne~ Enghmd Historic Genealogical Register, for 
1869, p~n-e 59, is the following: tt:Cied at Worcester, l\Iase., 
February 2, 1775, l\Ir. Robert Blair, a native of Ireland, aged 
91 yea.rs. He left six sons, four daughters, eighty-seven grand 
children, one hundred mid six great-grand children, in all two 
hundred and nine living descendants." There is a discrepancy 
of day, month and year in the two accounts, l;>ut the number 
of descendants is correct, as all of the children have been traced 
save the daughter Dolly,· or Dorothy. The abo'\"e list of chil
dren gives seven sons and four daughters .. 





THE SECOND GENERATION IN AMERICA. 





THE SECOND GENERATION L.~ ~mRICA. 

2. :\LvrTnEw' BLAIR, son ofRobert1 and Lmbclfa (Rankin) 
Blair, was probably born in Aghndowey, in 1704-5,judging by 
hi8 n~e nt the time of his death. His boYhoocl must hnvc been 
pn.8:!ccl with h~ father in attending to the· weaving at the Icoms 
aml on the beautiful blench green~, smcc he re¢stercd :is a 
tt weaver" in his curliest l:tnd tr-.insictio:is here. He e.·une with 
his parents :md ,rn:, with them when they ~cttled in \Yorccstcr, 
but he soon left them and went to Hopkinton, lfu.s8. This 
tow11 ,rns bought of the "'Praying Indiuns " with money left to 
Harvard College by the Rev. Edward Hopkins, and the rental 
of its lands was one of the sources of income for the institu
tion. Among the sc,·cn or eight Ulster men who were original 
members of the Hopkinton church, w:is Robert Hamilton .. who 11 

with his daughter )Iary, was admitted to full communion in 
1727. These first of the Scotch-Irish ,~ere soon joined by five 
others who were all Presbyterians. .A::1 the particular form of 
church government was not mentioned in the beginning, these 
persons a.8scnted to the co,·enant and partook of the communion ; 
but when the officers of the church, on April 6, 1731, Yotcd to 
comply with the church <li,ciplinc agreed to by the Synod n.ssem
bled at Cnmbridge, )I:iss., in 1{;49, as the rule of their {llici
plinc as for :is they apprehended it to be ~n-rcc..1.ble to the word of 
God, this11 deciding the church to be Con~gational, gave much 
offence to the Presbyterian~. At once ten of the families with
drew from the $Cn·icc. They were brougl1t tt umlcr discipline" 
and ~cveral were excommunicntcu. '.Among these wns 1'fatthcw 
Blair. These families inst:tntly procccdc<l.._ to form a Prc.:;by
terian society and to build a ::-!mall church in the west part of 
the ,-illagc, in 17 5-1. But there was such n. spirit of fucrion and 
dll!cord rife in the town that they resoh-ed to remove and found 
a new town for thcmsekcs • . 
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In the southwestern part of l\fo.ssachusetts, on a spur of the 
Green l\Iountains, :fifteen hundred feet above sea level, the Great 
and General Court of ~Ja13~achusetts Bay, in 1752, granted to 
certain proprietors of the common :md undivided l:mch, in Con
necticut, :is :lD. equivalent for a tract taken from that State when 
the boundarv line between the two States w:is :fi.""Ced, a set num-., 
her of acres. l\!r. Jacob Layton held a grant of six miles 
square. This he sold to John Fay, Fr.mcis Brinley and Francis 
"rells, of Bo::iton, who employed General Newbury, of Wind
sor, Conn., to surrey it seven miles square. The proprietors 
petitioned for a grant of an additional mile square. As this was 
to be a frontier town and the General Court was desirious of 
occupying it :J.S quickly a.s possible, in order to keep the Indians 
in check and thus render it a safeguard for the elder settlements, 
consent was giTen th:it the desired land should be theirs on con
dition thn.t forty families should be settled directly. To secure 
these, the proprietors otfcred to give each one of the first fami
lies which would accept their terms, two sLny acre lot.s, one of 
which w:i.s to be on the intended main street of the place. The 
settlers drew for these lots and the northernmost fell to Isa:ic 
Gibbs. Between this and Montreal7 Cn.nw, the entire country 
was a trncldcss v.-ildcrness. One fort had been built at W"tl
li.-1.Ill.'5town and another at Crown Point7 and these were only oc- · 
cupied in time of '"-ar by a few soldien!. The nearest settlement 
w·as at W estfield7 ten miles distant to the e:istward. 

The progress of the pioneers in ascending the mountain, 
through Rtll:lscll, was laborioll:3 and tfuheartening. They com
menced i~ ascent at Snckett's H:i.rbor, about seven miles from 
the present centre of Blandford. The rise bcg:m on the bank. 
of the river and continued up a rocl--y ledge which. from its rude 
and formidable a:ppe:irnnce they dubbed tt The Del"i.l's st:rircase." 
The tea.ms could only make two miles this first day of travel 
through the unbroken woods ; the second day they reached the 
top of Birch Hill, where they again encn.mped when night fell, . 
amid all the terrors of the wilderness. On the third day they 
arrived at their future home. The road they cut began at 1V est
field river7 in a narrow defile of the mountains, whence :i. sinuous 
track led up and through the dense forests for four miles, crossing 
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:ind re-crossing brookt1 which wound and twi8ted under, acrosa. 
and beside it, 1:n,·clling in volume till they swept into the rh·cr, 
until it .struck what k; DO\\" the main istrcct of Blan<ltord. Here 
the plans were laid and building begun ; then the road curvt..~ 
up the 81opc until the ,·cry top of the plateau was reached. 
They hewed and cut away the trees and made broad the spnce 
where, at the present day, n splem.lid region of hills, woods and 
fertile fields is spread before the ch:irmcd eyei:1 • 

.A. number of these men were from GI~go"·, Scotland, and, on 
their propo8ing to give the name of that city to their new home, 
prominent members of their nath·e place promised to donate a 
bell to the new church as soon as it was completed. But, since 
there had been some undcrha.nd proceedings in the survey, the 
privilege of naming the town was taken -5-om them and '\Villinm 
Shirley, a fately appointed go,·emor of the Bay colony, who had 
a.rrh·cd in the !:!hip culled '"'The Blandford,,. chose to giYc that 
name to the new l:,Cttlemcnt. The proprietors ngrccd to rt set a 
frame for a new meeting hom;e, to cover the outside, to put in 
glass ,,;ndows and to give ten acre:; of land in the centre of tht 
to,,~ for a public ::;qun.re." . 

The first town meeting was held on l\larch 1, 1741,1 and the 
first entry was : t? Voted : to allow ten shillings to buy . a town 
book." llarch, 17 45, it wns ~Voted : that Samuel Crook be 
sent to l\ir. Harqueson, in Worcester, and by him be sent to 
Boston to sec what help they will gil"c to carry our charges here.~ 
:May 13, 1742, at the meeting where David Boys (Boise) was 
moderator, it was ~ V ott.-d : to pay :i\lr. t/Tohn Caldwell fiftce_n 
shillings per Sunday; he to find himself." September 2, 1742, 
it ,ras t? Voted: That Da,id Boys, Stu.."U't Gibs and J nmett 
Watson talk with the Gentlemen Proprietors to see what help 
they will give the town to maint..'1..in the gospel, without going 
to Court." This s:ime ye.-u- it was ~ V pted : that _.\.mour Hamil
ton or James Cald,•;ell, as they are going to Boston on their 
own business~ shall go to 1"tlr. Lee, merch:mt.. to sec if he can 
send us a minister for some time or, if he cannot supply us, they 
to go to the Rev. )Ir. l\Ioorhe:1d. To pay four pounds a. Sab
bath for the minister's preaching, besides lru; board nnd the keep
ing his horse. To talk "ith l\Ir. ):Iorton about his preaching 

4 
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with us." Grnntccl l\fotthcw Blair four poun<l8, ten shillings for 
boarding :\Ir. )Iorton :mu keeping hii:; horse. '!That )lutthc,~ 
Blair be collector for this year of 17-18~ to bring in the rntcs of 
~nitl town laid on the land lw the Court .. and that, when ::Matthew 
Blair goc:; to Boston, he take up n writing from t11c Gentlemen." 
December 9., 17-18" ~latthc\\· Blair wru; the ).Io<lcrntor of the 
town meeting when it wns -v ote<l: To give )Ir. )Iorton n. c:ill: 
hi8 safory to be p~ia pnrt1y in work nntl partly in money, nccord
ing :ts the neces:;nriet- of lifo rise or fall." ~Iny 17, 17 48, nt 
the town meeting when David Boitie was t11e l\Ioderator, it wns 
"'Voted; To ordain ).Ir. :Morton the last 1Y c<lncs<lny of .August; 
)Ir. Ba1:mtinc, )Ir. :McGregor, :\Ir. Dennison, l\Ir. Hopkins 
and )Ir. Gm.ham to be the ministers that ordain )Ir. l\Iorton. 
In cn...i;c )fr. l\IcGregor nnd lir. Dcnni...~n C:tDnot come then 
l\:lr. ::.\Ioorhcnd nnd ~Ir. Davidson are to come in their places." 
" Voted : That :Matthew· Blnir shall go to Springfield to get l\Ir. 
Withington to dr~w· a petition to send to the General Court to 
get :i t.'l..'t laid on t1ii8 land." 

In 1750 the town agreed to pny :\Iatthcw Blair four }lounds, . 
olcl tenor, for two journeys to Springfield and eleven pounds, 
si."t shillings, for horse keeping and malt for the ordination. 
tt Voted : That there shall he lists drawn and U!Ssc::1sments of the 
Gentlemen Proprietors' land according to the ta .. '\: formerly 
grnnte<l by the General Court for three yea.rs and to empower a. 
mnn n.nd send him down to mnnnge the affi1ir; that )fatthe,v 
Blair be commissioned to go to Boston to manage the affair with 
the Gentlemen proprietors and l\lr. :\IcClanahan in behalf of 
the to,m." 

lfarch 30, 17 48. Voted: rt To free those that left the town 
in 17 4 7 from paying the ta.'\: that was laid on said lantb by the 
Court ; reconsidered." rt Thnt the soldicl'8 tl1at !lrc to come to 
this town shall keep the three foru th:tt are b t.1is town." 

l1Arnn;w:r BLAIR was a selectman in 1749, '50, '51, and in 
175:2; he was moderator of the to,,,1 meetings in 1752, '58, 
'59, '68, '70; was asse:ssor in 17 42 and 17 4;3 ; was sun·cyor of 
the luglnrnys in 1760. In a<l<lition to the business of his fium 
and attendance on all chic affair.;, he owned nod carried on a 
grist~mill ; he was c:irly elected an elder in the church. He 
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mnrricd, in Hopkinton, :\fas$., in 17:27, )lal")'· Hamilton, who 
died in Bhtndtortl, )larch :21, 175;}; he married (2) Fchrunry 
21, 1754, Jane .Alc...xamlcr; he died September 28, 1770, nged 
66 YC:t.r8. 

His children by his :fin-t wifo were : 
1. ELIZAUETJI,3 born in Hopkinton • .Aug. 28. 1728. 
2. ROBERT, born in Hopkinton. Dec. I. 1 ,;;o. 
3. lL\ TTJJEW, born in Hopkinton • .-\n~. -1, l 7:33. 
4.. .l.ACOn~ boru in I-Iopkiuton, April 17~ 17:J;j,. 
5. L,.\AC, bor-n in Blamlford. 
6. )IosES. 
7. A .. "°'\S .. \. 

Children by his second wife : 
8. ADAX. 

9. JAllES. 

On the settlement of tl1e boundnn- line between )fo~achu
setts and Connecticut., a tract of land known as ~ the Equh·alcnt 
land" was giYen to the former state as a recompense for the 
three towns which had been founded by her but which by un
der the jurisdiction of Connecticut after the partition. _.\ part 
of this, called ~The Elbow Tm.ct, '.'t lying on the banks of the 
Quabaug river, wn.ti a very fertile and promising region, and 
there, as early as 1731, Solomon Keyes, n. Chelmsford man, had 
cleared a farm. .June 1:2. 1740, n. petition wa:, ~nt to the 
Great and Gener.ti Court bV" mn.n,· of the inhabitants of the 
vilfage, stating their lan<ls laj· at su~h :m incon,·cnicnt <list:mce 
ft-om the first church thut it was often impossible for them to attend 
the meetings, o\\·ing to the <lifficulty of facing the winter storms, 
breaking out the roads and many other ohstruction8, wherefore 
they hud, for some time, gathert--d a, conbrregation in their O'.\"D. 

part of the town and hired a minister to conc.luct their ~en·iccs; 
but, as they were al80 called upon to pay for the services in the 
old church and did not feel able to pay r-.1.tes at two pl:tccs~ they 
prnycd they might be ~ set off as a scpnr:1tc township.'" After 
much contro,·crsy, .January 14, 17 41, :in :1ct was passoo ~ .:\nno 
Regni Regis Georgii Sccundi decimo quinto. An net for erect
ing a. parcel of lands belonging to the inhabitants of the wester-
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ly part of Brookfield and Brimfield and the c:1Btcrly part of 
l~mgf!ficld ( now Chester) into a ~cpnrntc town." 

.Among these petitioners were the brothers, DA YID' and .J 01n,1 

BLAIR, who with their brother-in-lmv, .J amcs Brown, had bought . 
adjacent farmij in that region~ These were in the lower part of 
Kingt'field and were so valuable that, n.t one of the town meet
ings: the people of Palmer p:IBsc<l a vote that they should try to ~ 
prC'\"Pnt the Blnins and Browns from having their lands cut ·1rom 
Palmer and taken into the town of"-:-cstcrn. But the brothers 
succeeded in gaining their cnd3 and were among the yoten; at r 
the first town meeting of ,v cstcrn, :is the new place ,._-as at 
first n.1.mcd. • 

The earlie. t thing considered was the site of a proposed meet
ing house, but almost two years waned before there was an 
agreement about this; then, on April 18, 1743, David' Blnir 
wn.s nppointed one of a committee to order and manage the 
business of providing and preparing material for the structure 
and to set a price on the work, which was done by the day by 
the people themselves. In the to,,-n meeting of 1744, Dai.id 
Blnir wns appointed a sun·cyor of the highways and was an
nually elected to some town office thereafter. In 1760 be was · 
elected ensign of the town militia. 

DAYID: BLAIR married, before his arrival in Western, l\fury, 
--- ; he died in \V cstcrn, February 20, 1804, aged . 96 
Years. 
... His children. were : 

1. IsAREL3
, born April 26, 1731. 

2. WJLLJAlt, horn Ma,· 1, 1733. 
3. .Jon~. born March 26. 17~. 
4. DonoTnY, born April 22, 1737; married October 1762, l\Ialcolm 

Hendry, of Oakhrun, l\Iass. 
5. AI..E.~~~DEit, born September 22, 1739. 
6. ABSALOll, born :No~ember 9, 1741. 
7. DA~"IEL, born .Aprill l, 1745. 
8 •• JAlIES, born January 23, 1747. 

The town which was at first named '\Y cstern, in ,v orcester 
county, }Liss., owing to the difficulty arising from its having 
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been before gi\"cn to W cstou, in liicldlese."t county, formerly a 
pnrt of ,v atcrtown, voted to ha\"c the nnmc changed to "-:--arren. 
It lies on the hills which rise from the Quabaug rh·er, antl fur
nishes 1:1uch facilitic:s for manufacturing purposes that it has be
come the abode of a ,·cry successful an<l pro:sperous people. It:s 
scenery is fine, and the height:, which ri~e from the winding rh·cr 
arc mudc beautiful by large estates in high cultivation • 

.Acconling to the town book, .Jorn;' BLAIR, who wns admitted 
,an inhabitant November, 175:3, regi~tercd himself n.:3 ~ Joux: 
BLAU: from the north of Ireland." His brother David was ad
mitted in 1752, one ycn.r earlier. In 174:?, .John Bfair drew 
fifty acres of land in the first division of the ~ commons,~ on the 
right of 1\-illinm Scott. He wns made freeman in 1735 ; was a· 
soldier in Captain Thomas Buckmin1:1ter'~ compn.ny at Fort 
Dummer, from August 6 to August. 10, 1748. He married, 
in Brookfieltl, )lass., :i\Iay 24, 1 7;3-4, :lforcy, daughter of Bar:
zillai Howard ( Hayw·nrd), who died in 1V cstem, October 5, 
1769; he died there, )lay 10. 1796, in his 86th year. 

They had children born in ";--cstern : 
1. FRA..""CIS1, born September 2:;. 1,;J,. 
2. )!OLLY. born Febru:irv 2. 17-t-0. 
3. EzEKrnL. born April i, 1742. 
4. ROBERT. born .Au~st 18. I 7 44: 
s. S.\RAIJ. born December 4. 17 46. 
6. Tt:\COT:ITY, born September 1-l. 17 49. 
7. SA.,rt:EL, born .Auh'1.l.St 2-l, l 75:?. 

Associated with Da,;d :incl .John Blair in :ill their moYcments. 
and holding an ndjncent estate, "·ns .T ohn Brown, whose so~ 
James married Elizabeth Blair. She was of this ~eneration. 
but could not have been a daughter of Robert Binir. as his 
dnughtcr of the same name married Oliver ,y ats.on. of Leices
ter, in which town her sister. )fo.ry • and brothel" lVilli:un also 
were married and settled for a time. The pnrents of this Eliza
beth Bln.ir have not been traced. It !teems highly probable she 
was :tS ncn.r .of kin as a cou~in. since her lmsba.nd wns alwaY's in 
relationship ";th the ,,,,. arrcn Blairs, and her cldc:5t :50n m:1.nied 
one of John Blair's daughters. · 
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• fames :md Eli?.nbctl1 (Blair) Brown had children: 
l. )IA TITEW Bt:owx. hom Octohcr 17. 17 4:?: publi1,heci in marrin.go 

iu ". c,;tt4nl.. )fa.;,;_ Dt•ceml>t•r ti. 1 ,1;4. to ::\fan· Blair. dn.u!,!l1tcr 
of .Johu mJCl lit>rcy ( llowurd) Bl:tir. who was ·born il{ ,,. cstern. 

2. l>.ww nr:ows. horn April 11. 17-14. 
3 •• J.\:o.n•:~ nw)wx. horn ~t.•ptember tl. 1,4;;_ 
4. "'1tJ.J.\ll B1wwx. bon1 .April 12. 17 4,. 

S,m.m= BL,un, 1laugl1ter of Robert nnd IsnbeIJn (R1llkin) 
Blair, w:1.s born 1715 or 1716. She mnrricd perhaps in \Yor
cc~ter, )foss., John Rnmilton; they went to Blandford with the 
first settlers. .John ffamilton was to,,-n trcnsurer 17 42-;3, 
1 i 53, 17 55, 17 5G: assessor 17 :,2 : modern tor of the town meet
ing held 1758. She <lied in Bl:m<lfor<l, Septcn1bcr 11, 1802, 
in her 85th yc:ir. 

Tl1ey had children : 
1. DOLL'l-ll H.UULTOX. born .Aug. IJ, Ii 40. 
2. (C.::ipt:un) D.wm lIAlIILTos. born .July 1, 1742. 
3. Is.\.BEL lfamLT0x. bon1 )fuv 20. li4G. 
4. .Ama:s IIA,m. TOX~ horn October 20. 17 48. 
5. SAnAn lI.l)m.Tos! liorn September 12. 1752. 
6 •• Jons Ifa:.u1LTOs. born .July :n, 17J,5; married Sarah Bl:ur, who 

died lfoy 12, 17S1, aged :?8 years. 

'WrLLL\:u= Bum, son of Robert and Isabella (RanJ..;n) Blnir, 
was born in .. Agh.idowy about the ycnr 1718. He began his 
active cureer by making c.,c:tcnsh·e purchases of land, as c:irly 
a.s 17 44, nt which elate he ga"c his residence as in ,r orcester, 
)fuss. In 17 50, he was recorded in Leicester, l\foss. His 
land trnns.-ictions covered tracts in 1Y estern, W orcestcr and 
BJan<lford, :\lass., :, ad in Y oluntown, Conn., in w-hich lntter 
place a farge bod; .,f his fcJlow countrymen h:i.d settled. 

He held the :-ank of captain in the force which ,f'ns sent in 
1745, for the capture of Loui:;burg. August 16, 1757, a de
tachment of men under Captain .John Curtis, Colonel ,John 
Chandler's regiment, marched from ":--orccster on the late alarm 
for the release of F Ort ,vminm Henry and went as far as 
Sheffield, Mass. ; he scrrcd :ilso in this campaign. 

Xova. Scotia proved very attractive to the Sew Eng.l:t.nd sol-
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dicrs, n.nd ~ in the foll of the ycnr 17 5H. twenty men came up the 
Bay or Fundy. from .X cw Englnn<l, · to Truro and Oni;low, to 
begin prcpn.mtion:! for tt settlement. )Iost of these lm<l hccn in 
K ova Scotia and n~eit-tctl in subduing and driving ont the old 
French settlers. One of these w:i:; ,YiJifam Blair." The en
suing foll nll of the men returned to spend the winter in their 
N cw England homes, but were in X ov:i. Scotia car1y the ensuing 
spring an<l bcf,":lD to clcnr land for their future home:!. ,Yilliam 
Blairof"\V'orccstcr, mnrricd in Leicester.)!~~., Fehrunry 21, 
17 -1-4-5, .Jane Bnrncs of Leicc:itcr ; he died in Oni;low·, X ova 
Scotia, August 4, 17!11. 

They had chil<lrcn : 
1. St:sA:-..:i. horn 17 4-1-5. 
2. S.\P..,\.rr; born 17 4G. 
8. }L\~~-\rr, horn 17 47. 
4. ,Y1Lu.ur. born 1749. 
5. Do1:0Tnr. born 175:3. 
6. R1m1-:ccA~ born 171i7. 
.. J 1.., . 1-· .,. ' .• on:,:, vom '~,is. 
S. .J A,u-:.,, born 17 GG. 
9. ELIZAB1'.'TU~ horn 1768 • 

.-JAJfES~ BLAIR, son of Robcrt1 :ind Isabella (R:mkin) Blair, 
wns a mill ,night, :md owned :i large farm in Rutl:m<l .. )l~s .. 
December 26,..1746, he bought of )Ir. Jonns Chrk of Boston, 
ninety ncres in Rutfand, lying on Turkey Hill Pond: in 1764 
he recci,·cd land in the cccl.:1r swamp. )Ir. Rcecl, in the history
of Rutland, writes : ~ Lieutenant .Jame~ Blair was a u~eful :md 
:ictivc citizen during and after tlie war.~ Hi.s name i.s on the 
town book as one of the ahtrm men in 1776. His wife~s name 
has not :1ppc:1rc<l, but the town records seem to show th:tt he· 
had children : 

1. Is.\nEt8• wbo mnrried. .Tune 2:1. 1 ,G..;:;. P:ttrick W:1t.--on. 
2. )!.ua-. ,~ho m:u-rit.>d~ November :?J 17$9, Samuel )IcChnatb:l.D.. 

of Palmer. )fa .... s. 
3 • • Tonx. fl•ho m!ll'ried ( intention ) Dcce01ber :W~ 17BO~ Aun Both

well 
4. Hc.-Gn •. who m.'lrried. :November 7, 177:?~ .Jnne )IcCl:in.'lthan! of 

Ch:ir1emont, )lass. • ~ • · · 
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nont-~r.T= IlLAIR, ~on of Robert and Isabclln. (R.1.nkin) Blair, 
wns lforn in Rutl:md, l\Iass. ( ns on his tombstone). ,J unc 10, 
1720. He bought, on ,January 30, 1773-4. of Znchariah Hnr
,·ey. a mnnsion house, barn, aml eight ncrcs of 1:m<l in "·orccs
tcr, :\fos!.-1., which fay on the rond which led from the meeting 
house, antl wnta hounded on one sitlc by Capt:tin )Ioorc's lnnd. 
In 1744, he sol<l to thit-1 same :\Ir. Harvey, n mc:ulow, which 
had been purclmscd of ,John Hubbard, in 1736-7, which wns 
near the Prospect Hill mcnclow. October 11, 1746, RobPrt 
Blair, junior, nntl .John Chandler, junior, for four hundrctl nnd 
twenty pounds, purchased of .Joshua Childs, of ,vorcester, 
seventy three acrel'! oflancl in ,v orccster, which ndjoinctl Robert1 

Blair's own land. April 17. 17 50, Robert1 Blair bought of his 
brother, ,Yillinm= Blair, of Leicester, ~foss., sixty acres of ln.nd 
in Bl:m<lfonl, ).foss., in the second <liruion of lo~. Xovcmbcr 
14, 175:3, Robert1 Blair, junior, sold his house and grounds in 
W orcc.stcr to .T ot-1cph Smith, nml on the snme day, be sold to 
.. John Chandler, three parcels of land. This lnttcr snle may 
have been mnde at the time he '""as ch:mging bis residence, as 
we find that Robert= Blair, junior, of ,v cstcm, )lass., sold to 
.. Jacob3 Blair, of Blandford, sixty acres of land in Blandford, 
~twhich he held by deed from ,villiam: Blair." This sale to his 
cousin .Jacob wn:; made in 1756. 

No,·embcr 28, 1753, Robert= Blair, junior, of Worcester, 
bought of ,John Foye, of Charlestown, l\Iass., for one hundred 
and ~ixty pounds, the farm which wns formerly known as tt The 
Gore," in Blandford .. which cont:iined five hundred acres of fand. 
This In)'· in the most picturesque pn.rt of the to'\\·n, partly on the 
mountain slope, partly in the ri,cr '\·alley, beautifully diversified 
by its rugged, wooded hill-sides and the broad intervruc running 
beside the winding waters of the bright rh-er. Here he built 
his log house and began to clear the lnnd. The whole region 
round about was a. dense forest with just a foo~ath making a 
way through the woods to the nc:lrest fort, }'"hich wns some 
twenty miles distant. This isolntion of his home ga.,·e rise to 
such apprehension for the safety of his wife and little ones from 
the frequent raids of the Indi:ms who ,\9cre ~ on the war path" 
at this time, killing the defenceless inhabitants of the solit:try 
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farms aml burning their houses, that he loaded his g-oods on his 
horses nnd returned to \Vorccstcr, where, und at ,v cstcm, he 
remained for some years. 

ffu nnme first occurs in Blnn<lford nt n town meeting held in 
1762, when he wns appointed ttthc first nssessor." He was 
elected to this office again in 1763, when he was also one of the 
selectmen; in 1764, he was appointed one of a committee to go 
to the Gcnernl Court in rcgnrd to the building of highways; in 
17 H3 he was moderator of the to,Yn meetings, as ,,·ell as in 17 65, 
'68, '6!), '70, '71, '72, '75, '77. He was prominent durin" the 
Rcvolutiona.rv times ; in 17-75 and 1 779 he was one of the Com
mittee of Correspondence, Inspection and Safety; in 1787 he 
was elected representative to the General Court ; in the s.,me 
ycnr, wns appointed one of the deacons in the Congregational 
Church. 

ROBERT!! BLAIR married April 2, 17 46, Hannah Thompson, 
who was ttbom in Ireland" {grn:r-e otone), 1721-2; she held a 
membership in the Chw-ch at Sudbu_,y, l\L"lSS., some years after 
their remol"al to Blandford, and she ma'"' haYe been of near kin 
to that .John Thompson of St. l\fichnel: Dublin~ Ireland, who 
also settled in New Englund. She died in Blandford, July 15, 
1803; he died in Bln.ndford, June 22, 1801. His will is pro
bated at Northrunpton, l\fass. It was drn.,vn l\fo.rch 25, 1799. 
In it be gi,es his wife H:innah all stock, furniture, etc. ; men
tioned sons Robe~ Dand, As:i, Rufus ; daughter Dolly, wife 
of David Boise and his grandson Obadiah Boise who was to 
rcceil"e $15 when he ,vns 21 years old. The mll w·as presented 
at Court, .. July 7, 1801. 

They had children : 
I. RonEttr born in Worcester. Apn1 3~ 1747 .• 
2. D.\ YID, born in ,v orcester~ l\Iarch 30~ 17 49. 
3. H.A!li"N.AH, born in Worcester, June 23. 1751, d. y. 
4. DOROTHY, bom in Worcester. December 9, 1752. 
5. ~\sA, born in Western~ l\furch 13. 17.56. 
6. Rurrs, born in Western~ Febru:iry 24, 1758. 
i. HA..,-x AH, born in Western, 17 60. 

ELIZABETH1 BLAIR, d:tughter or'Robert and Isabella (Ranldn) 
Blair, was bom 1723 or 4 ; she married in Worcester, Decem-
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her 4, 1742, Olil'er, ~on of lintthcw and :\Iary (Orr),, utson, 
who w:i.s born on the ,·oyngc to New England, 1718: owned n. 
large tract of land in tlmt pa.rt of Leicester which w:is set off 
as Spencer; he was a member of the Committee of Correspon
dence, Inspection and Safety; represcnt.1.th·c Jnly 4, 1777, 
1779, 1780. He <lieu in Spencer; she died October 31, 1779'." 
aged 55 yen.rs; he married (2) Xo,·cmbcr, 1782'." H:mnah 
Peters of Brooldicld, :\lass. 

Children by Hannah, :first wife : 
1. OtrrEt:1 "·.ATSOx~ born in Spencer. Xovcmber 18, 1743. 
2. RonF..nT WATSOX, born in Spencer. ?thy 28, 174G. 
3. ELIZ.UtETII WATSOX, born in Spencer •• Januruy 1, 1748. 
4. )Lu:\"' ,V'ATSOX', born in Spencer~ .April 30, 17.52. 
5 • • fa'.:\IES ,vATSOX'. bom in Spencer •• July 20, 17~34. 
G •. AnIGAIL WATsox, born in Spencer, :Noveml1cr 27, 1759. 
7. lLurru.\. WATsox. born in Spencer •• June 18, 1763. 
8. D~\V"ID ,VATsox, born in Spencer, Mny 17, 1776. 

~L\l?y= BLAIR, daughter of Robcrt1 and Isabella ~Rankin) 
Blair, was horn April 1, 1725. She married in "orcester, 
Janu.-u-y 12, 1744, .John, son of lfo.tthew and )Iary (Orr)
W atson and brother to her sk--ter Eliz:ibeth's husband, who was 
born Xovcmbcr, 1716, probably in Ireland, and resided in Lei
cester, :\fass. 

They had children born in Leicester : 
I. PATI:rCn...a WATsox, born Angust 30, 174.j~ married Isabel Bl:tir 

of Rutumd. 
2. .To~ ,vATSO:S-, born April 9, 174:7. 
3. S.utu&L W ATSOX; born )furch 8, 17 49. 
4. WILLIA)[ WATSON, born .JanWLry 1, 1750. 
5. DoROTHT WATsox, born April G, 1754. 
6. S.\RAII W.\.TSON, born February 16, 1757. • 
7. l\IoLLY W~\.TSON, born February 19, 1759. 
8. ELIZABETH WATSON. born May 20, 1760. 
9. IL\..'\"NAH W ATsox, born October 5~ 1764. 

10. LYDIA. WATsox, born April 7, 17GG • 

.J OSEPH1 BLAIR, the youngest son of Robert and Isabella 
(.Rankin) Blair, was ho~ in 1727, and was the one son who 
remained at home with his father. As a natural result, on 
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December 14, 1751, his fnthcr gave him n deed of the whole of 
the tibcty ucrcs of land which comprised the homestead lot at tl1nt 
period. with nll the buildings standing thereon, excepting one 
half of the dwelling house, one hn]f of the bnrn, hoth of which 
were reserved for the parents' occupancy. The bounilii of the 
farmstead were with those of .Andrew l\IcFarland, Increase 
iroore, .J ::unes :\Ioorc nnd .J ncob Chnmberfain. In the inden
ture, the l:tnd is described as·!t lying on botl1 sides the road lend
ing from '\Y orcestcr l\Iectin::r house to Tatncck Hill." In re
turn for this grant, .Josepll Blair ng-reed to ~occupy and work 
the Lind :1.t his own charge during the life-time of his parents, 
to ¢.ve them one half of tl1c produce thereof, and to pro,·ide 
sufficient firew·ood lnid at the door, ready cut :ts the said Robert 
BL-ur shnll stn.nd in need." By this deed of gift, although it 
was IUade about twenty years before the death of the elder 
Robert1

, we learn how the estate was !lSsigned and why no will is 
to be found. By this arrangeµicnt, one then very common in 
N e,v England, the son w·ho remained at home received the ruisur
ancc that hb; labors in tbe charge of the farm would be :fittingly 
rewarded, and that he should possess the estate, ultimately. 

As ,Joseph, Bl:ur, remaining :it home, must have heard the 
stirring recital. oft and oft repeated, of the stories oftbe famous 
siege, :md the bravery and sufferings which his grandpa.rents 
had manif&1tcd_and endured in the ca.use of the king, and was 
thereby nurtured in the loyalty and faith in their sovereign which 
had led them to ~ endure all thin~ ~ in behalf of the rov:tl 
house, it naturally followed that he, in the di~cussions which 
were rife in his nati¥e town in regard to the rights and duties 
of either king or people., should, imbued :is he was with heredi
tary attachment to the En~lish crown, throw all his influence 
on the side of the king. He seems to have held a degree of 
Ioctl importance, and at the town meeting which met at "-or
CC8ter town l1ouse, )larch 7, 1774, he w·ns one of the twenty
seven freeholders who on the acceptance of the ~Fourth Article," 
namely, f'tthat the town should consider and act and Yote as 
they think proper upon n. request ef twenty-seven of the Free
holdera and other inhabitants of the Eiaid towu relatin~ to n.n act 
of Parliament girnig privilege to the ~--t India Company to 
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export tens to America subject to duty to misc rc,•cnuc for his 
:.\fojci;ty." etc., entered their dissent :lS follows : .. ,v c whose 
nnmc:1 arc here under written, beg lc:wc to enter our di:iscnt nnd 
protest ngnint the vote of the town of "\'Vorc~ter·rel:tting to the 
Fourth Article in the wnrrnnt for the town meeting, :March, 
177 4, ancl <lo, nccordingly sign this as :t protest against the nc
cept:incc of the recor<ls of the committee thereon." Then there 
follows a long :ind cmpbntic series of their objections. At the 
town meeting held :\'fay 13, 1774, n protest offered by the loyal
ist:; w:1s rejected, but was entered on the hook by the town 
clerk, Clark Chandler, who W:l.S r:i.thcr in sympathy with them. 
The patriotic party did not kno,,· of this at the time it was writ
ten, but when it was seen, n ,ote wns passed to obliterate it; 
this wns done by cross fog the obnoxious· w·ords \\;th hc:n,-y pen 
strokes, and that record with its scourge of black lines still 
st:mcls. Prefaced by a. short note, it was published in the Bos
ton Xews-Letter of ,Tune 30, 1774, and in the l\Iassaehusetts 
Gazette· of .July following, nppcared this communication:
tt )Iessrs Printers :-If you pleuse you mny give the follo,ring 
Protestntion, etc., of us, a few friends of truth, peace a.nd order, 
a place in your paper; for it is belie,ecl that we and many others 
through the Province, have too long already held our peace. At 
a meeting of the inhabitants of W"orcestcr, held on the 9th of 
June, .A. D. 1774, pursuant to a.n application made to the select
men by 33 voters and freeholders of the snme town, elated the 
20th day of :.\.fuy Li.st, therein, amongst other things, declaring 
just apprehension of the fatal consequences thn.t may follo"· and 
many riotous and seditious actions th:it ha Ye of· lnte times been 
done and perpetrated in divers pfa.ces ";thin this Province, the 
vote and proceedings of which meeting nre by us deemed ir
regular and arbitrary; wherefore, some of us who were petition
ers for the said meeting and other inhabitants of the town, there
unto suh8cribing, thinking it our indispensa.ble duty in these 
times of dit-cord and confusion in too manv of the towns ";thin 
this Province to bear testimony in the mo;t open nnd unreserved 
manner against all riotous, disorderly a.nd seditious practices, 
must therefore now· declare that it is ";th the deepest concern 
for the public peace and order that we no,v behold so many 
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whom we wed to esteem sober nnd peaceable men, so far de
ceived, deluded and led nstrn.y by the artful, crafty and invid
ious practices of some c,·il minded and ill ~posed per:;ons, who, 
under the disguise of patriotism, and fulsely styling thcmseh·es 
the friends of liberty, some of them neglecting their own proper 
business and occupation, in which they ought to be employed 
for the support of their familiee, spending their time in di:scours
ing of matters they do not understand, rel-t.ting and prop¾,rrat
ing falsehoods and calumnies of those men they look up to with 
envy, mid on whose fall and ruin they "ish to rise, intend to 
reduce all things to a state of tumult, discord and confusion," 
ete., etc. 

J osEPlt' Bum's name stood the eighth on this paper. The 
result of this open declaration was that the patriots placed these 
protestors under close surveillance, Ed gave them an· opportu
nity to retract and beeome allies, jf they would. Some of the 
loyalists did so, but Joseph Blair appears to have remained quiet
ly at home, withdrav.ing from any :further participation in politi
cal matters. He married llary---, who died in .Amherst, 
Mass., l\ifurch, 1810, aged 79 years; he died in ,vorccster, 
February 8, 1804. 

They had children : 
1. CIIAiiLES8

, born April 3 .. 1752. 
2. lsABEL, born December 27 .. 1754. 
3. ROBERT, born lfurch 26, 1756. 
4. L~CREASE, born l\Iay 24, 1758. 
5. JARVES, born May 24, 1758. 
6. MART, born September 6, 1760. 
7. SAR..\.B, born July :?O. 1762. 
$. DoROTHT, born May 12 ( }larch 13 ), 1765. 
9. ELIZABETll, born July 1. 1767. 

IO. H..L,--XAII, born .July IO, 1769. 
11. JOSEPH, born March 21, 1774. 
12. CHARLES, born September I, 1776. 





THE THIRD GENERATION IN i.\.NlERICi-\. 





THE THIRD GENER.A.TION IN Al\IERICA. 

SAl~=- BLAIR, son of John~ (Robert1
) and l\Iercy (How

ard) BJn.ir, was .bom in Western, :O,Iass., August 24, 1743. 
Like the other townsmen he ""aS a. determined adherent of the 
patriotic party and probably was present at the town meeting 
17th of January, 1774, when it was 

ttResolved; that the inhabitants of Western. taking into con
sideration the plan or project of iI:.troducing ten into the Colonies 
by virtue of a late act of parliament to be disposed of by Con
missioners appointed by the East India Company, subject to the 
payment of a duty in America and· other acts of the like nature, 
are of opinion tha.t they are a very great infringement on their 
rights and privileges and threaten them with bondage and slavery. 
Therefore, Resolved 

First, that the disposal of their property is an inherent right 
of frP.rmen and cannot be ta.ken from them without their consent, 
therefore Resolved, that the duty imposed by parliament on tea 
landed in America. is a. ta.."t on the A.mericans without their con
sent, therefore unjust and unrighteous. Third, Resolved, that 
it is their opinion that the said parliament have a.s just a right 
to ta."t their houses, lands, etc., as to impose a. duty on tea pay
able in America, and if the duty on tea and other things of the 
same nature be quietly submitted to, we ha,·e no reason to expect 
but that in a short time our houses and lands, etc., will be ta."ted, 
which will reduce us in the greatest degree to bondage and 
slavery; Fourth, Resoh-ed, that it is the duty of every American 
resolutely to oppose said plan and every other artifice of the like 
nature. Fifth, Resolved, that we will not. kn°'ringly, encour
age or promote the consumption of any such ten. whatever, sub
ject to a duty in Americ:i. but all persons who shall be concerned 
in- the use of the same shall be viewed by us ns enemies to their 

5 
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country nnd treated ns such. SL'tth, Resolved, Loyalty and 
and true allegiance to his l-Injesty, King George the Third, we 
heartily nnd sincerely profess and "ill yield a cheerful and ready 
obedience to n.11 just laws and a hearty friendship to our mother 
country, we '\\-ish mn.y continue till time shall be no more, but 
our just rights mid privileges, for which our fathers endured• the 
greatest hardships nnd many of them sacrificed their lives, we 
cannot give up and submit to be Bondsmen nnd Slaves ; but are 
determined to defend with the greatest vigor nnd resolution 
which is, as we apprehend, n.lmost the universal sentiment of 
every freeman in .America." 

These spirited resolves were followed by as spirited actions. 
On the Lexington Alarm, Samuel Blair enlisted in the company 
which was raised at Western, under Captnin Reuben Reed and 
which went, on April 20, 1775, :i.s n. company of l\Iinute l\'Icn, 
to Roxbury, in the regiment of which Jona.than Warner was 
Colonel. In 1782, when he was recorded as n. church warden, 
he was styled ttLieutenant Blair." From this time he ruways 
held some town office; was selectman, moderator, town treasurer 
and representative. 

8AlIUEL2 BLAIR married, June 9, 1775, Anna Brown, of 
Western. 

They had children: 
1. EunoTL\.4, born March 16, 1777. 
2. BnoWN, born July 16, 1779. 
8. ARnA, born July 9, 1781. 
4. Jons, born December 15, 17S4. 
5. SA.miEL, born April 17, 1787, died A11o"USt 12, 1794. 
6. TaoltA.5, bom :May 2, 1790. 
7. SoPBIA, born At1z:,nust 22, 1792. 
8. AL VAB, born A~"DSt 22, 1794. 
9 • .AB:to."ER, born June 2, 1797 • 

.Al3s.ALOlf BLAIR, son of David• ( Robert1
) nnd Mercy (How

ard) Blair, was born in Western, Mass., November 9, 1741. · 
Soon after attaining his majority, he went to Blandford, Mass., 
whence, with his cousins Robert and David Blair, he settled, first, 
in Murraysfield, now Chester, Mass., where in 1763 he drew 
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Lot No. 72, while Robert Blair dwv Lot No. 70; in 1768 
there were in Chester, Absnlom, Robert and David Blair and 
James Brown. Absalom was truced on an estate of £42. In 
1770, he bought a farm on the banks of Green River, in Wil
liamstown, which consisted of two fifty-acre lots, with two or 
three lots of meadow land, and was a « broad and fertile farm 
which went by the name of Blair's for more than a century." 
Green River was bridged, to reach the house, which stood on 
meadow lot No. 62, on the north side of the road where there is 
now an orchard, while a new and better house was built on higher 
ground on the south side of the road opposite the old one. 
~ Ahsalom Blair seems to have possessed the main characteristics 
of the Scotch-Irish people in New England, namely, they were 
rather rough in speech and manner, wilful, if not imperious, in 
temper, industrious and ~"'3.1, taking easily to our non~mon
archical forms of government a.::id lurching heavily =¾:,"':linst all 
classes especially privileged by la.w ; as compared with the des
cenWl!lts of the P~"'l"ims and the Puritans, not peculiarly religi
OllS but peculiarly attached to their old Presbyterian forms. .As 
a rule, too, they had large families and were apt to live until 
they were very old." (History of Willironst.own, Mass., by 
Prof. Perry.) 

On the outbreak of the Revolution, he, with a great many of 
the other Blaire, joined the colonists, and he enlisted as lieuten
ant in the Company under Captain Israel Marvin, in Colonel 
Benjamin Si.mood's regiment, October, 1780. 

A.BsALO:M2 BLAIR and his wife, }Iartha., were both from ,v es
tem; she was a sister of the Williamstown Youngs and was born 
October 28, 1742; died in Williamstown, January 21, 1829; 
he died in Williamstown, April 20, 1811. 

They had children : 
1. WILLLUl", born October 2, 1765. 
2. YouxG, born }Iay 1, 1767. 
3. A?--sA, born January 2, 1768. 
4. GRACE, born December 25, 1770. 
5. ABBIE, born December 25, 1771. 
6. Is~IBEL, born in Williamstown, Febl'tW'j" 28, 177 4. 
7. SA.LLY, born in Williamstown, January 26, 1776. 
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8. PATT\", born in Williamstown, December!), 1777. 
!J. DOLLY. born in 1'ril!::unstown, December, 4, 177!). 

10. CDLOJ-~ born in ,Yilli:unl-io\\·n, .Tanll:lry 10. 1781. 
(The l:i.st births fro:o. town clerk of ,villiamstown.) 

,YILLL\)13 Btu\m, son ofDavid2 (Robert 1
) :1nd :Mercy (How

ard) Blair, was born in Western, now Warren, l\Iass., )Iay 1, 
1733; he married in ,v arrcn, Agnes, daughter of James llalT, 
a descendant of the Scotch family of }!arr, of ".,. :i.1Ten; she 
died December 7, 1825; he died December 1, 1827. 

The\"' had children : ., 

I. .J.ums4• born .June 1. 1755; clied in Wer.t Bloomfie)d. N •• J. 
2 • • JOEL, born :\Ia.y 31, ·1757: d.ietl in Brid:,tewater. X •• J. 
3. D,L~IE~ born l\Iu.y 20, 176:?: died in w· arren, .i\fass. 
4. 1Y'ILLIAlt, born )larch 13, 1766; died in 1\fu<lison. N. J •. 
5. DA YID, born October 20, 1769; died in l!adison,. N •• J. 
6 • .A.,~Is, born September 29, 1771; died in Lebanon, N. J. 
,. EZEKIEL, born .April 15, 17,3. 

ELIZABETR:a Bum, daughter of }futthew2 
( Rohert1

) and 
l\i!ary (Hamilton) Blair, wns born in Hopkinton, l\'fuss., August 
28, 1728. She was married in Blandford, by the Rev • .Tames 
l\Iorton, December 28, 1749, to William l\fitchcll, who was 
born 1701-2; died December 10, 1796,-in his 95th yc:ir (grave
stone); she died July 5, 1758, :igcd 30 years; on the grave 
stone is cut : 

"His '\\ife Eliznbeth died .July 5, 1758, aged 30 years and her 2 
Infants at her feet." 

, " A husband's pried and children to, 
Lies in this dust, and so must you.7' 

ROBERT BLAIR, son of l\Iatthewlt ( Rohert1
) and i\:fary 

(Hamilton) Blair, '\\115 born in Hopkinton, 1\fuss., December 
1, 1730. January 25, 1762, Robert Bbir of Westfield, l\Iass., 
yeoman, sold to Isaac Blair, 80 acres of land in Blandford,. 
bounded by Jacob Blair's land. July 25, 1764, he again sold 
land in Blandford. In 1765 be drew lot No. 70 in _Murrays
field, nc:ir Chester; February 15, 1771, Robert Blair, carpenter 
and yeoman, of Williamstown, Mass., ackno~vledged the receipt 
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of his fogney from his brother, l\Intthew3 Blnir, executor of the 
will of his father. l\Iatthcw2 Blair of Blnndford. June 20, 1804, 
his brother :Matthew:. mncle his will, in Blandford, a.nd mentioned 
his nephew. l\Intthew,' son of bis brother, Roberta Blair; 
Cornelia Ann3 Brooks, nclopted daughter of his brother Robert, 
Submit Knox, :a <laughter of his brother Robert, and her. :six 
children, nll under tiV'enty-one years of age. 

The name of his wife and the date of his death not found. 
Thi! children were : 
1. ~L\TTllEW.~ 
2. StmltIT, born Xovembcr 11, 176:2; marrie<l ~Inrch 31, 1783, 

D:1,-id Kool.. 
3. l\lAr.Y, born April 1; liG7. 
4. l\IAitTil,\, l1orn April :~o. 1771. 
5. Ax::. AlrELIA, born l\fay ;1'7, 1774: published .fan. 3, 179G, to 

Roger Brooks of Whitestown~ N. Y. 

1-L\TTHE'W' BLAIR, son of :.Matthew~ ( Rohe rt') and l\fo.ry 
(Hamilton) Blair, wns born in Hopkinton, lins.s., August 4, 
1733; died in Blandford, l\I~s., December 17, 1806; aged 75 
years; "'never married" (grave stone). His ·will was made in 
Blandford, .June 20, 1804:. In it he mentioned his nephew, 
:Matthew Blair, son of his brother, Robert3 Bl:tir, senior: Cor
nelia Ann Brooks, the adopted daughter of his brother, Robert3 
Bfo.ir; his niece, Submit Knox, a daughter of hid brother Rob
ert, 3 and her six children, all minors ; l\Ioses :\Iitchell, the eldest 
son of his sister Elizabeth. 3 wife of ";illhtm llitchell of Bland
ford ; the children of his brother Isanc3 Blair of Blandford, nine 
in number; the children of his brother Jacob' Blair, six, nil 
told; Adnm3 and Th:ml.--ful Blair, his brother nnd his wife, with 
their three sons. This "ill was probated., December 30. 1806. 

J~\COB3 BLAIR, son of :\Iatthew' ( Roberl1
) nn<l :i\far,r (H:tmil

ton) Blair, was born in Hopkinton., )Iru;s., .April 13, 1735; he 
married, eridently in Ncw'Hampshirc, before 1763. )forthn 
Gilmore, who wns tthom in Derry, New Hampshire, Xo¥cmber 
1, 1734; died in Blandford, .July 5, 1805 ., (grnl"e stone). 
He died in Blandford, No'\-·ember 18, 1815, in his 81st year. 
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They hnd children : 
1. REtrnEN.' born February 12, 1768. 
2. ,JonN, born September 18, 1765. 
s. 'ELIZABETU, born :l\Iarch 21, 1768. 
4. JAltEs, born June 4, 1772. 
5. JACOB, born ,Tune 6, 1774. 
6. ll.ARTIU., twin with Jacob, bom Jane 6, 1774; died July 3, 

1787, in her 14th yen.r. 
·1. NATH.A.."-, born August 20, 1776. 

lsAAC' BLAIR, son of Matthe,v2 
( Robert1

) and Mary (Ham
ilton) Blair, was bom in Blandford, but dnte not on record; 
he was mentioned in his brother i\:futthew Blair's will, ns having 
nine children in 1806. His own will was drawn Febrwuy 3, 
1801 ; probated in :March 30, the same year. May 3, 1811, 
the widow Bathsheba Blnir w:is dismissed from the Blandford 
church, tt she expecting to remove to the western country." 

Islic3 BLAIR was published in marringe, February 15, 1770, 
to Bathsheba Frost; he died in Blandford, March 31, 1801, 
aged 60 years (grave stone). 

Children mentioned in his will : 
ENOCH.' 
ELIJAH. 
MATI'HEW 8d. 
ELL 
ELAlL 
l\IoLLY SmoNs. 
ISAAC. 

B.u.EUN
JULEY. 

Anna, daughter of Isaac and Bathsheba Blair, died April 4, 
1786, in her 3d year (grave stone). 

AD~ur BLAIR, son of l\fother' (Robert') and Ja.ne (Alexan
der) Blair, was born in Bfondford, Mass., 1757. He married. 
(1), published October 1780, l\Iartha Thrall, of Windsor, 
Conn., daughter of--- Thrall, who was born December 1, 
1755; died in Blandford, October 26, 1781; he married (2) 
in Blandford, published December 28, 1784, Thankful Black,. 
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who wra.s bom 1756; died in Blandford, October 24, 1830, aged 
74 ycnrs; he died in Blandforcl, April 22, 1840, aged 83 yea.re. 

Th!?y had children : 
1. ADA:u," born 1788; died August 9, 186~ aged 76. 
2. LINus, born December 12, 178!); died Au~t 12, 1853. 
3. Tun.ALL, published .Tn.nunry 30, 1820, to l\Llry C. Robinson of 

Granville, l\lass. 
5. CIIARLOTTE, died November 8, 1846; married September 8, 

1807, Henry Knox. 
6. CnEUSA, born 1792; died May 3, 1816, nged 24 years. 
7. P~\.Tl:Y, married August 2, 1820, Da,;id S. Shepard. 

WILLI.Alf Bum, son of William' (Robert') and Jane 
(B:uncs) Blair, was born 1749-50, before his father removed 
to Nova Scotia. He owned ~d. managed a farm in Onslow, 
Nova Scotia, where he married, November 26, 1772, Mnry, 
daughter of J runes and J enet (l\Iontgomery) Downing, who 
was bom in New England and died in Onslow, November 
1, 1817; he died linrch 1848; their farm was on the banks 
of the North River. 

They had children born in Onslow: 
1. JAX~ 4 born l\farch 30, 1778. 
2. RonERT, born November 1, 1774. 
3. Join-, born Febnmry S, 1778. 
4. W ILLU.lI, born August 1. 1779. 
5. CATllERIXF.., born April 22, 1782. 
6. DA.~IEL~ born October 20, 1785. 
7 . .ALEXA..~DER, born l\!arcb 17, 1787. 
8. EPIIRAO~ born February 17, 1789. 
9. J~urES, born l\Iay 28, 1792. 

10. OLIVER, born October 7, 1794. 

RonERT BLAIR, son of Robert' ( Robert 1
) and Hannah 

(Thompson) Blair, was bom in .Worcester, l\Iass., April 3, 
1747. He _married in Western, l\Iass., published ... .\.ugust 2., 
1770, Hannah Howard, of Western, wbp was born February 3, 
1752; died in Blandford, August 1, 1820; he died in Bland
ford, September 3, 1800. 

They had children : 
I. RonErtT," born :Mnrch 20, 1772. 
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2. H..L'\-XAn. born No\"ember 21. 1773. 
:J • • lo:s-.\.s, bon1 l\I:irch 5, 1770;· d. unm. 
4. DEnon..rn, born .Jrum:iry 19, 1778. 
5. SALLl", born .April 21, 1780. 
6. R.\CIIEL, born December 14, I 783. 
7. SnEn:iu:s-, born September 30, 178,5. 
8. JULIA, born December 9, 1789; died unmarried :it New H:i.ven, 

Connecticut. 

DA,_.ID:i BLAIR, son of Robert' (Robert') nnd Hannah 
(Thompson) Blair, wns born in ,vorcester, l\Iass., March 30, 
1749. September 12, 1767, David3 Blair, of l\Inrrnysfield, 
bought of Nathan Rose, for £10, Lot 11;, of 100 acres of 
land. This town is now Becket, mid there David3 Blair tilled 
his farm and worked nt his trade as cooper, training his sons in 
both pursuits. At l::i.st he sold the farm and coopeis 8hop to 
his son, Luther,' and removed to Chenango County, New 
York St:ite, where he died. He published his m:u-ringe inten
tion December 20, 1771, in Blandford., to Miriam, cl:tughtcr of 
John and Anna (Crooks) Boise. 

They h:id children : 
I. TBO)rPSOX. 4 born .Tantl:U'V 4.. 1773. 
2. LUTHER, bom in Becket,.May 6, 1777. 
3. ROBERT. 
4. CAL'\1:-., born in Becket, June 11, 1779. 
5. D,\ TID. 
6. ILur.u.. 
7. ToEODOSI.A.. 
8. ERSKIXE. 

DoLLr Br.Am, daughter of Robert' (Robert 1
) ruid Hannah 

(Thompson) Blnir, w-ns bom in Worcester, l\Iass., December 
!J, 1752. She married in Blandford, December 1, 1772, 
David, son of ,Villiam and ~Iary (Hamilton) Boise, who was 
born in Bfandford, January 15, 1750; died in Blandford, 
February 6, 1839; she died in Bl:mdford, September 13, 1808 •• 

They had children : 
]. WrLLJAlr' BOISE, born .July 2~ I 773. 
2. GARD~ER BorsE, born l\!ay 2, 177,5. 
3. Rc:Ft;:S Bo1ss, born October 17, 1777. 
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4. DOLL 1.· BOISE, born Jnnunry 30, 1780. 
5. D.\V'ID BoisF., born August 17, 1781. 
6 .• TosErn Bo1sE, born October 2, 1783. 
i. LElmEL BorsE. born Febnmrv 15. 1786. 
s. CYXTITT.\ BoISF., born .Augnse·n, ·1,ss. 
9. 0RPUA Borst-:, born September 24, 1790. 

10. ARTE::11rs Bors&, born September 8, 179:?. 
11 •• JrsTcs Bo1sE, born l\Inrch 21, 1795. 
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CAPrAIN AsA :i Bu~ son of Robcrt2 (Robert•) and Hrumnh 
(Thompson) Blair, ,v:is born in Western, :i.\Inss., :i.\.farch 13, 
1755. He ''°:tS captain in the militia, moderator of the town 
meeting of Blandford 1802. He married in Bl:mdforcl, Febru
ary 1, 17S1, l\Ichitable Carnahan, who was born 1760; died 
August 7, 1849; he died July 5, 1831, aged 76 yea.rs. 

They bud children : 
1. WILLIA~• born No\"ember 24, 1781. 
2. AsA, born l\fuy 12, 1784. 
3. POLLY, born l\fay s~ 17$6. 
4. RcssELL. born November 30. 17S8. 
5. ELECTA,.bom l\fuy 9, 17!>:?. · 
6 •• JosErII, born April 21, 1795. 
7. CllARLES. born June 19. I 799. 
8. BETSEY, born .T:uumry 12, 1X04. 

Rcn;s3 BLAIR, son of Robert: ( Robert1
) and H:innah 

(Thompson) Blair, w:is born in Western, )!ass., February 
24, 1758. By his father's "·ill he was appointed to :idministcr 
the estate n.n<l-to i:-ecei\"e $30, with nnotber portion nfter his 
mother's decease. At one time Robert, the father~ had con
veyed to his son his house, barn :ind land~ ~me 200 acre-5, in 
Blnndford, on the condition that Rufus should ns~ume nll charge 
of his pnrentP, but on .Tune 4, 1795 .. the father decl:tred he h:ul 
absolved his son from this obligation. 

In 1792 Rufus sold 100 n'cres of hind to Dn\"id Boise. In 
1793 he sold 40 acres to John Hamilton; 1794 he sold to 
Samuel Porter :1. part of Lot No. 48 ; in 1798 he sol<l 30 ncres. 
June 24, 1801, the widO\v rccciYcd her dower right. .Tuly 1~ 
1803, a committee stated thnt they h:id di\"ided Rufus Blair's 
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estate in this wise :-1st, to Samuel, the eldest son, 16 acres, 35 
rods of lnnd with the whole of the dwelling house standing 
thereon ,.,;th the e."tception of the p:irt set off to the ·widow, the 
whole appraised at $440.50, from which sum he wns to pay to 
his brother, Phineas, $130.50. 2d, set off to Phineas, the 
second child, 11 acres. 100 rods ofland, appraised at $126.17, 
and another piece a.ppr.used at $53.33. To Dolly, the third 
child, 26 acres, a.mounting to $310. To Rufus, the fourth 
child, 10! acres, with the barn and shop standing thereon, np
prn.ised at $310. To Syh-ester, the fifth child, 33 acres .. w.Iued 
at $310. To Increase, the fifth son and seventh clh!d, 39! 
acres, worth $310. 

RUFUS3 BLAIR married in Blandford, December 26, 1780, 
Dolly, daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth (Crooks) Boise, who 
wn.s born in Blandford, September IS, 1758. Herfather'swill 
was probated October 2, 1804; in it he made a. bequest to his 
grandson, Samuel Blair. Rufus Blair died in Blandford, Oc-
tober 7, 1800, in his 43d year (gravestone). · 

They had children : 
I. SAlrnEL,, • born September 11, 1781. 
2. PHn."EAS, born December 26. 1783. 
3. DOLLY, born l\brch 13, li87. 
4. Rwus, born May 17, 1790. 
5. SYLYESTER, born December 30, 1796. 
G. WEALTHY, born April 8; died April 21, 1799. 
7. b°CRE.'lS&, born February 24, 1805; drowned in 1e21 while 

crossing the Hudson river at the town of Hudson, New York. 

HA..-..xAII3 B~ daughter ofRobert' (Robert1
) and Hannah 

(Thompson) Blair, was born in ,vestern~ lf:iss., 1760. She 
married in Blandford, :May 20, 1779, Samuel Boise 3d (town 
record), son of Samuel and Eliznbcth. (Crook) Boise, who was 
born in Blandford, August 4, 1756; they removed to Homer, 
Cortland County, N cw York~ where she died J UDe 12, 1781 ;, 
he married (2), August 8, 1782, Anna Dick. 

The only child by Hannah Blair was-
OnADtAn BOISE, who wns mentioned in his grandfather Robert 

Blair's will. 
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INCREASr BLAIR, son 0£ Joseph' (Robert') and l\iary Blair, 
was born in Worcester, l\fuy 24, 1757. He remained at home, 
and on April 20, 1783, a deed wa.s drnwn which recorded a 
promise from the said Increase=- to take the management of the 
farm in his own hands. tt To improve the said premises, to 
render to the said Joseph' Blair one half of the products at the 
time of the ingathering of the Incli:m corn, that to be husked and 
put into the garret of the dwelling ho·use or into the com barn 
built for the purpose ; to ma.ve the rye and grain threshed and 
stored; the cider to be made and put into the cellar; with a 
sufficient quantity of firewood cut and ready for the fire and be 
laid at the door of the d,velling for two :fires and to keep all the 
buildings in good repair; while his parents were to retain the 
use of half of the buildings during their natural lives." This 
kindly arrangement was fru.strnted by the early death of the son. 
Increase=- Blair married, in 1787, Huldah, daughter of Robert 
Campbell, of Voluntown, Conn., who was bom in 1760, died 
July 9, 1798, aged 38 years; he died Nal"ember 11, 1797, aged 
40 years. Of the Campbells, it is said that rr Robert Campbell, 
bom in Argyleshire, Scotland, in 1675, was of a family which 
removed to Ireland... With his wife Janet, he came to New 
England and, in 1719, settled in Voluntown, Conn., with other 
Scotch families, and formed the first Presbyterian church. 
Robert Can;tpbell died February 14, 1752, aged 52 years. l\fay 
8, 1789, Huldah Blair, of" Worcester, widow, sold to Robert 
Blair, her late husband~s brother, of Worcester, gentleman, 
the estate of which her la.te husband, Increase Blair, died seized, 
it being the same which Joseph Blair, on April 20, 1785, con
veyed to Increase. I, the said Huldah Blair, being entitled to 
the use and improvement of one third of the esta.te conl"eyed 
during my natural life." 

L""'CREASE3 and HtJLDAR Bum had children: 
1. l\LtRY.4 

2. A.LE..'X.tU.-OER. 

In the Worcester Common burying ground there was a tomb
stone on which was this inscription: 

"S:icred to the memory of Incre:u;e8 Blair, who deceased Nol"ember 
11, 1797, aged 40 years. Of Huldah Blair who deceased Joly 9, 
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1798. aged 3S years. And to two of their children, ,;z., ::\Inry, who 
died .April 1 J, l 794~ aged 11 months, nn<l. .Alcxnnder, who died .March 
5, l 796, nged ;j yeru-i;. 

This monumentnl memorial of this group of victims to mortality de
m:in<ls the p!lSser's tearful remembrance. 

Parents nnd B11.bes together lie 
Till .Jesus call them from the sky•• (gravestone). 

ROBERT BLAIR, son of Joseph 2 (Robert1
) nnd l\fo.ry Blair, 

was born in ,vorcester, l\Iass., l\Inrch 26, 1746. His father, 
ns a loyalist, desired to keep him from being drrutcd into the 
Colonial n.rmy, at the hcginning of the RcYolution, :md there
fore sent him to his rel'ath~es west of the Connecticut river. At 
the time of the lnncling of the French allies, under Count 
Rochambeau, at Newport, R. I., Robert Blair went to Newport 
and offered his services ruicl to furnish his own team. He 
accompanied them on their march to the Hudson river, taking 
charge of the baggage of one of the French colonels. . He 
marched ";th them through New .Jersey to Yorl.1:own, Va., 
where Com,vallis was lying, and for fourteen days he watched 
the bombardment, but ""as t.-iken ill, nnd thus prevented from 
witnec;sing the surrender. On the cessation of hostilities he re
turned to Massachusetts and retired to the farm in Rutland, 
l\ifasa. It was a T"ery remote place, reached only by a lane, far 
distant from the main trn.T"eled road. Herc, sequestered from 
his military associates, he remained until the year 1798, when 
the death of his brother necessitated his return to assume the 
management of the old homestead. ,Thile Jiving in Rutland he 
rccch·cd a captain's commission from Governor S:tmuel Adams. 

RonER't' Bum married, in ,vorccstcr, December 11, 1783, 
Bett1ey, daughter of Nathan Harrington of Holden, l\Inss., who 
was born February 6, 1785, <lied September 20, 1837; heclied 
in \Yorcet:1tcr, .June 11, 1857. 

They had children born in Rutland : 
I. CnARLEs.◄ born l\farch 8, 1785. 
2. GEORGE, born November 29, 1786. 
3. SALLY, born April 19. 1789. 
4. BETSEY, born l;'ebru::u-y 13~ 1791 ; d. onm. 
5. li,\~XAII, born February IO, J 793. 



TlillID GENERATlO:S- IN .,UIERlCA. 65 

6. Do LL T, born .Tun nary 30. 1795. 
7. HORACE, born .April 22~ 1798. 
8. l\IARU., born in "rorcester, Jnnuary 1, 1802. 

l\iIAnr BLAIR, daughter of J oscph' (Robert•) and :Mary 
.Blair, was born September 6, 1760. She married, April 11, 
1780, Captain Simeon Duncnn, junior, who was born in 1Vor
ccster, October 23, 1755. He sen·cd ns private in Captain 
1Villiam Gates' company, September 1776; he enlisted as a 
bombadicr in Colonel Craft's Artillery in 1777 ; he marched to 
Hadley, :i\fass., on the Alarm in Bennington, Vermont ; was 
with Captain Dm.-id Chadwick's company .August 28, 1777. He 
died February 23, 1836; she died l\Iny 26, 1813. 

They had children : · 
1. CnARLES.◄ 
2. 1\IAni-, born in 1782. 
8. Sr:uEox~ born in 1785. 
4. SALLY, ·born in 1788. 
5. NAxcr, born in 1791. 
6. JAsox, born in 1793. 
7 •• J OSEPU BL~un, born 1797; removed to Grafton, l\To.ss. 
8. ELIZA, born September 27, 1800. 
9. CL,\.RISSA, born 1802; d. y. 

10. W1LLLur, born in 1$05; d .. y. 

JosEPif BLAIR, son of Joseph' (RolJe1·t 1
) and l\:Iary Blair, 

W:l.S born in Worcester, ~lass., l\Iarch 21, 177 4. He married 
(1) No,·ember 30, 1797, l\Iercy Dickinson, who died in 
_.\.mherst, l\fo.ss., December 14, 1828; he married (2) :Mrs. 
Clarissa, widow· of Nahum Aldrich, of .Amherst, who died in 
Halifa.""C, Vermont, November 23, 1871, aged 93 yea.rs; he died 
at Shutesbury, l\Iass., September 9, 1857, :iged 83 yc::i.rs. 

They had children : 
1. l\IART A.,-s,◄ born in 1798: died in 1799. 
2. l\IosEs DICKL~sox, born F~brua.ry :28, 1800. 
3. BETSEY, born January 13, 1802. 
4. JosEPH, born October 26~ 1806. 
S. l\IARY k.-s, born l\furch 22. 1809. 
6. CHARLES, born January 16, lSlt. 
7. FRA..~cis, born lLu-ch 16, 1815 .. 
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E.Ll7-u\BETH3 Bum, dnughter of Joseph1 (Robert1
) and 

.?v!n17 Blair, wns born .July 11, 1767. She mn.rried, August 
28, 1788, A.en, son of Reuben nnd Lucretia (Hubbnrd) Hamil
ton, who was born in W cstcm, :Mnss., November 28, 1764; 
she <lied July 17, 1834. 

They had children : 
1. SF.WELL• RAllILTO~, born l\farch I, 1789. 
2. CnARLES AUGUSTUS ll.unLTO~, born ~fay 1, 1805. 
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WII-LIA".\14 Bt..un, son of .Ahs:tlom' (Da1.:id', Robert1
) nnd 

l\Iartlm (Young) Blair, ,rns born in Willfamstown, October 2, 
1765,. He. nlw:iys remained at Bfo.ir'e1 farm, where his mother 
:md his "ife diridcd the hom~ehold duties. He married J ulv 
17, li92, when he wn.s twcnty-fi'°c ycru-s old and she but eigh
teen, Sally Train ofWHliam8town, a daughter of Thoma.s and 
Rachel (Simonds) Train, 'nnd a grand-daughter of Colonel 
Bcnjrunin Simonds ; her mother was the first white child born 
in ,Villiamstou-n. l\Irs. Sally (Train) Blair died in Williams
to,TI1, June 26, 1864, in her 92d year. 

They had children : 
J. ,VILLL\.:\11, born .April 23, 1793: rem:uned on homesteru:L 
2. ALICE, born September 17, 1796; manied Hiram Bacon. 
3. ABSALOlr, born October G. 1798. 
4. BERXARD, born l\I:iy 24~ 1801. 
5. SAR,\Il JL\RIA. born November 12. 1S03. 
G. ED,-ns l:It"GH; born .June 20. 1806. 
7. GEORGE T:rw\IS~ born .April 2, 1809. 
8. HE~-nY .J.urES, born :Uay 30~ 1812. 
9. HA1tnIET SKI~~""Elt, born l\.fuy 6, 1818; died snme ye:u-. 

10. AUSTL .... KrsG, born April 24, 1820. 

ALYAH' Bum, son of SnmueP (John', Robert') and Anna 
(Brown) Blair, was born in ,vurrcn, ~Iass.~ April, 1794; 
married in 1821, Laura Ch:ipin of Chicopee, l\Iass.; he died in 
Warren, September, 1870 .• 

They had children : 
1. S,\.llt:EL EDw .. um6• born October SO. 1822. 
2. TuOlL\S H.c-ni-, born June IO, 1827. 
3. L~\.URA CHAP.Di', born December 7, 1829. 

5 
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Oun:u' BLAIR, son of William2 
( William', Robert1

) and 
Mary (Downing) Blnir, wns born in Onslow, N. S., October 
7, 1794 ; married, December 20, 1817, l\.Iary, eldest daughter 
of.John and l\fury (Cock) Smith, who died July, 1869 ; he 
died in Onslow, November 23, 1871. 

They had children : . 
" . . . . ~ ~ .. . 

1. EnE."'iEZER SmT~, born December 15, 1820. 
2. l\L\.RY A,)."!\' SmTa, born October 28, 1823. 

_3 •• Jom: S:mTn, born ,February, 1826. 
4. J.\.-..E SXITH, born September·20, 1829. 
5. OLIVER, born )foy, 1832. · · 
6. CLARLES WILLIAll, born "Jmuary 12, 1835. 

. . 
EzEKIEI.4 BLAm, son of W"tlliam.2 (Davia', Robert1

) :ind 
Ao"lles (lfurr) Blair,. was born in Warren, Mass~, April 15, 
1773 ;· he marriE?d in Becket,_l\Inss., February 15, 1797, l\fo.ry, 
. daughter. of Ebenezer arid l\'.[a.ry Adnms ; he died in Warren, 
May'I7, 1844 •. 

They had children : 
1. BA1t..._ABAS5, born December 2S, 1797; "died' Joly· 7, 1881, in 

Enfield, Mass. . . ! • 

2. ORPHA, born October 6, 1799 ; died Jnne 6, 1863, in Palmer, 
l\fuss. ... 

3. AlmROSE, born December 8, 1802; died l\fuy 21, 1887, in Ware, 
)b.ss.. . 

4. FLA "\"L\, born August 23, 1$04; died November 30, 1881, in 
Warren, l\fuss. . . . . . _ 

5. LYlI.A. .... , born January 1, 1809 ; died July 12, 1888, in Paterson, 
N •• J., . . 

6. ROYAL E., born January 4, 1820. 

REUB~°'.' BLAIR, son of· Jacob2 (.11-fatthew', Robert•) and 
}Tortha (Silmon) Blair, was born in Blandford, l\lnss., Feb
ruary 12, _1763; he married m·.BJ.andford · (1) 1791-=-2, Try
phena l\Ioses, daughter of Timothy ~loses of Sipisbury,. Ct., 
who was born 1769, died in Blandford, December 15, 1606; 
he married ( 2) in ;8:1::mdfo~, Hannah N oblc, daughter of John 
Noble, who ,rns born in Blandford, l\fay 1, 1778, died in 
Blandford, September .8, 1863, in her 85th · year; he died in 
Blandford, July 16, 1856, aged 93 years, 5 months, 4·'days. 
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Children by Tryphen:r. (l\.Ioses) Blair : 
1. Onr..--5, bom l\LLrch I, 1793. 
2. PoLLY, born September 14. 1796. 
3. HEIDu.~, born l\fuy 2. 1799. 
4. lLutYEY, born December :25, 1801; died July 5, 1803. 
5. s.unJEL ORE."', born .July 22~ 1804. 
6. BETSEY, born November, 28, 1806. 
Children. by Hann!l.h. (N' oblc) Blmr: 
,. Tau:n .. \X, born December 20, 1808. 
8. l\Lu:Tn.~ born S~ptember 18, 1812. 
·9. PT CLJ,\. 

10. J.\Luu.\,. born October :29, 1S15. 

7:1 

- . 11. Vu-cE.~T, born l\!arch 4. !818: mis drowned ·April 21, 1838, 
while crossing Little Platte-River, Missouri. 

Ln~s• BLAm, son of Adnm2 
( Matthe'lc=, Robert1

) and Jane 
(Alc.~nder) Blair, was born in Blandford, December 12, 1789; 
married Polly, daughter of Eph.rnim and Nancy Gibbs, who 
w:is born in Blandford, January l, 1787, died November. 26, 
1835; he died August 12, 1853. 

They had children : 
1. CnEcS.\ E 6

., born September 4, 1817; ID!llTied l\.Iarch, 1841, 
CarJos W. Hoisington; she clied·November·7, 1841. 

·2 •. Fiu,_,u.o. 0-, born No\"ember 30, 1822; ms.rried .August 7, 
. 1853, Elect3 A. Adams. 

3. NA."CY .A- born .l\Iarch 9. 1824: married as his second mfe• 
.April 1:l,: 1842, Carlos W. Hoisington. 

4. lI.\RY T~ born l\Iareh :20, 1827; m:i.rrietl_November 2S, 1S55, 
· l\Turtin. R. Ba.tes, of W' est Granville, l\Iass. 

_ J A:\IES' BLAIR, son of.· J acob2 
( Jlattkew2

, Robert') :ind 
1vfo.rtha (Gilmore) Blair, was born in Blandford, June 4, 1772. 
He mol"ed to Cleveland, Ohio~ tt some fifty years ago, " thence 
'further west. He was pnbli:3hed in m:irriage in Blandford, l\lay, 
1799, to l\Iercy Howard (pprhaps of'\Varrcn, l\'.Inss.), a daugh
ter of George Howard, who held the rank of captain in a :Ohs
saehusetts regiment in the Revolution and died in sen·ice. 

They had chiltlren : 
1. lLut-rlL\6, bom about 1799-1800. 
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2. SALL i.·, born .Tune 11, 1802. 
3. l\LuuA, who died September 8, 1807, ngcd 4 ::e:tl"S (grnve stone). 

(.fames :incl licrcy Blair h:itl Patt}·, Su1ly. lfarin. b.'lptized in 
the Con::regn.tional church in BI:wdford, July 27, lSOG.) 

4. Dr.\..,"TIL\;baptized .July 19, 1807. 
5. l\IEnc1· .Asx, baptized .Tune. 1$12. 
G. A chilt.l (Tn1-r1u:xA? ), bnptizecl . .Au;ust, 1813. 
7. J4urES Fr..AXKI.1s, baptized .July 28, 181G. 

DEnon,ur BLAir~ daughter of Robert' ( Ro!Jert1
, Robert1

) 

and Hannnh (Ho"+:u-d) Blnir, was horn in Blandford, ~Ia.ss., 
January 19, 1778; she publi$hcd hcrmarringc intention, :i\Iarch, 
1808 to Benedict Bowditch, of Farmington, Connecticut. The 
widow· Deborah Bowditch had her children baptized in Bhmdford, 
September 17, 1805. 

1. JOSAS BLAIR' BowDITCU-
2. l\L\RY HOWARD Bow-DITCH. 
8 • • JULIA IL\. ,·Exs Boworrcrr • 

. Augw,'"t 1, 1815, l\irs. Deborah Bowditch married in Bland
foru, Benjamin Eastman of Chester, l\Inss. 

THOlII'SO~.. BLAIR, son of Dn:rid' ( Robert2
, Robert1

) and 
l\Iirinm (Boise) BWr, w:is born in Becket, Berkshire County, 
i\hss., January 4, 1773. liay 4, 1815, he bought eight hun
dred acres of land in Lorain County, Ohio, of the Connecticut 
L:md Company, in the Western Rcsen-c, whither be removed 
his family. tt Here he built a church and labored zealously to 
convert the pioneers and their children to christinnity ; at the 
same time, he founded the first school in the locality and was 
e,·er encouraging young men to study," aiding them pecunfarily 
when in need. He wns wealthy, infiucntinl, and held up ::.s an. 
example. He married, in GToton, Conn., .June 6, 1794, 
Esther, daughter of Obadiah Perkins; he died l anua.ry 4, 1848. 

They had children. : 
1. Sus~"- E.6 born l\fuy 5, 179G; marriecl December 4, 1820, 

Stephen .Johnson ; died l\Iay 8, I 8G4. 
2. Sornno~-i.,\ P., born August 5, 1797; mru-ried June 28, 1821, 

Elijah &nderson; died October 24, 186:?. · 
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3. Ennu::u, born )Iny 18, 17!>8: mnrried.April 14, 1828, Benjamfa 
Bailey; died 1\fo.y 18, 1878. 

4. POLLY l\L, born July 5, 1800: m:trried lfay IS, 182:2T EI:mson 
1Yillhms; died .April 7. 187 4. 

5. Ifaxnr T.~ born October 12, 1801 ; married l\Tu.y 9, 1826, Eliza
beth Corwin: died Februarv 4. 18G9. 

G. EcxrcE W., born October 12, 1802: mnrricd .Jnnc 28, 182-1, 
Collin Hemingway: rued ::.\!arch ;j, 1876. 

7. nfa.RL\ V ~ born XO\"t!mber ::?, l 803; died J::muary 12, 1839. 
8. RonERT :NELSO~, born .Tnnua.ry G, 1805; m:trried August 1, 

18:}7~ Emon ::\fullison; died :\lay 4, ]$73. 
!l. Tullia .A •• bom :\fay 27, lS0G; m.1l'l'ied June 30, 1829, Edward 

DUr.lnd. 
l 0 • .A.LUERTISA, born September 16, 1S08; nmrried :November S, 

1827, Xonn:m ::\Iessenger; died December 19, 1867. 

LvTIIER" BL.UP.., son of Da.Yi•:12 ( Rol>ert, • Robert1
) and 

)Iiriam (Boise) Blair, ,t"ns born in Becket, Berkshire county, 
:i\LtSs., :\fay 6, 1777. He bought the furm when his father 
removed to New York state. He m:trricd, nt Groton, Conn., 
September 2, 1799, Emblem Perkins, a daughter of Obaclinh 
Perl-ins, who ,ms born .July 17, 1778, died November 1, 1852; 
he died December iO, 1851. 

Ob:idiah Perkins, the father of Emblem {Perldns) Bfair, 
was born in Ne\\· London, Conn., December 4, 17 40 ; he w:u; 
a lieutenant in the Revolutionary nrmy under Colonel Ledyard 
at Fort Gris,l"old, September 6, 1781. Lieut. Perkins rcsiued 
:i.bout :1. half a mile from the fort when Colonel Ledya.rd mis in 
command nt Xcw London. The first day~ of September there 
,,·ere many nbrms at N cw London ; on the night of the 5th, 
Colonel Ledyard went to inspect Fort Trumbull, lc:i:ring Lieut. 
Perkins in command at Fort Griswold. On the momin,g of 
the 7th, the ahtrm was given "'the British nre coming." The 
British were led by Colonel Eyre, who sent a flag, "ith demand 
for surrender ; this was met by defiance and the fort was 
immcdia.tcly attnckcd; after a QCspcratc struggle, the British 
entered ; the men were largely Hessians. In the attack Colonel 
Eyre fell and the command of bis men dc'\"'oh·ed on )fojor 
Bromfield. In the meantime, Colonel Ledyanl had arrived in 
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scnson to take pnrt in the bnttlc; on the surrender, when 
Colonel Ledyard tendered his sword, saying tt I w:i.s commander 
o( this fort, but you are now·," Bromfield grasped it :md 
plunged it into Lc<lynrd's body. Licutcn:mt Perkins sprung 
forward to avenge him, wns l1imsclf struck down. His futher 
was slain, three of his brothers nnd himself were seriously 
wounded. A bloody butchery followed :md bodies were heaped 
about the outside of the fort. Lieutenant Pcrkins·s wife hnd 
from the first busied herself in tc.'lring linen and scraping lint 
which she sent to the fort ; these were appropriated by the Brit
ish for their own soldiers. Before dawn, the ensuing morning., 
~Irs. Perkins begnn the search for her husband and found him 
buried under piles of gro:i.ning men., still alive. She ordered 
him to be carried to their home n.nd carefully nursed. He sur
vived hi~ hurts n.nd lived until December 4, 1812, when he 
died in Groton, Conn. 

Lt.--mEB' nnd EllllLIDI (Perkins) Bu.m had children bom 
in Becket, l\fo.ss. : 

1. l\faRIETT.\.,6 born. )furch 16, 1800. 
2. CAROLDo"E, bom l\!a.y 2s. 1802. 
3. 1\1.utTn; LcTHEt:, born February 11, 1804. 
4. ALoszo, born l\Iarch 13, 1805. 
5. R..\.LPH EttSKL',"'&, born l\Iarch 31, 1808. 
6. CALEB PERim.s, born April 5, 1810. 
7. DA YID B., born June 9, 1812. 
8. H.ARll'.o:..""Y, bom .June 25, 1814.. 
9. A.'UA::i."DA, bom .July 22,. 1816. 

10. 1\u.RT PERKr..~ born August 3, 1S18; died December 9, 1894. 
11. WILLLUr H., bom September 26, 1820. 

CAL~ BLAIR, son of David3 (Robert, r Roberti) and Han
nnh (Thompson) Bbir~ was born in Becket, l\Iass., June 11, 
1779; June 6, 1802, he married Fanny Tyrell. 

They had children : 
1. TDEODOTIA,:; born June 13, 1804: m:uried May 15, 1822, .. 

Daniel Stocking; died April 2, 184i. 
2. JoIIN, bom .April 4, 1806; married May 4, 1828, Anna Roberts; 

died May 31, 1895. 
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3. DA vm L., born September 24, 1807 ; m?,rried Jane 4, 1830, 
· · !\Iargn.ret Rockefeller;· clied December 1, 1861. '· 

4. CIL\RITY, boru .July 15, 1809; died l\Iay 8, 1827; 
5~ S10,.9EY A- born October 2, 1812; died l\fuy 10, 1855. 
6. ADELD-r: T., born Julv 19, 1814; died October 14, 1S16. 
7. LA n.~u., born October 1, 1816; married l\Iay 2, 1838, Sher

man Russell; <lied No•:ember 14, 1864. 
s. C.\LIS'l'.,\, born September 6, 1826; married A~"USt 4, 1844, 

. WaJtcr Serbey. 

SREIDL\..'{• Br.Am, so~ of ~obert3 ( Robert, 2 Robert2
) nnd 

H~n_nh (How~) Blair, was born in Bln.ndford, September 
3,0, 1785. He early removed to New Haven. Conn., where 
he st'lrted ·3 store for selling furniture, nnd also begn.n to net :is 
funeral undertaker. His business ·prospered and became very 
lucrative at the time when he .·a..-;sociatcd · his sons, Robcrt1 and 
Johni. with the concern. Being of an inventive mind, he mnde 
:ind pa.tented the sp~ or hour glass spring which ~ to this day 
is: the principal spring used in the fu_rniture trnde." 

SHER.U.U,""' BLAIR married in West Haven, Conn., October, 
1809, ~cc Burke, who ~ns bom in New ·Ha:ven, July 24, 
1788, dicd'there l\fuy 5, 1874; he died there June 7, 1854. 

·They hn.d children-: 
1. RosEnT,:. born October 16, 1S13. 
2. GRACE,' born December 28~ 1815. 
8. )L\.RY, born lLiy 31, 1817; died in 1818. 
4. EuzAnETII, born J:anunry SO, 1823. 
5. .J o:ax l\I., born March 4, 1825. 
6. F~un:, born December 30. 1S26; died Jal:l,~ 10, 1860. 
7. GEORGE Hqw.um, born February 3, 1829. 
8. EDWIS SnE10u...--;, born .January :?3. 1831; died At1e,"11St 4, 1S36. 
9. J,UIES BODWELL, born .April 4, 1834. 

• L ' • 

WILLLur' 13L..\m., son of Captain _.\sA3 (Robert, 2 Robe1·t1
) 

and l-Icliitablc (Carnahan) Blair, w·a.s born in Blandford, No~
embcr 24, 1782 •. He was graduated from Yale, stu~ed faw 
and settled in practice in W estficld, :i..\.fass.· He was a man of 
good mental ability, became prominent in his profession nnd 
young men were always desirous to study in his office. 

• • t ' I 
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He married in Ellin!!ton, Conn., 1814, or 1815, Emily 
'\Velles, a daughter of Colonel Isn.:1c and ~\nnie (Ellsworth) 
,v-elles, who was born in Ellington, n.nd died in Westfield, 
June, 1818; he died in ,Yestfield, about 1852. 

They had children : 
1. 1-IELE..'\"' ELtswor.Tn,' born April, 1818. 
2. ,,. ILLr..ur, who cfolllged his name to Welles Ellsworth Blair, 

born July I, 1819. 

REY. AsA' BL..m:, junior, son of Captain Asa? ( Robert,' 
Rohert1

) ruid l\Ichit:ible (Carnahan) Blair, was born in Bland
ford~ )Iru,s., )lay 12, 1788; w:is graduated nt Yale, 1810. 
He w~ the third ordained minister settled over th~ First Church 
of Christ in Kent, Litchfield county, Conn. But falling lteruth 
forced him to gi,·e up his pastorate and remove to Georgetown, 
S. C. J:muary 28, 1823, Rev. Dr. R:tymond rend a letter 
from lir. 1Val<lron of South Carolina to the .Kent church, dated 

. J:mumy 14, 1823, announcing the death during the prcnous 
week, of Rev. A...~ Blair, at that place. Tuesday, Februruy 4, 
1823, tt a large assembly crowded into the s:mctu:iry where 
lir. Bfa.ir lmd la.tely given his Inst address-and taken his leave. 
The pulpit was dressed in mourning; melancholy nnd grief 
were on e\"cry countenance ; Rev. l\Ir. Boardman of N ClV Pres
ton offered prayer, Rev. l\fr. Perry of Sharon gave the sermon" 
in commemoration of the decease of Rev. Asa Blair. 

Rev . .Asa Blair married, in .Kent, :Myra, daughter of' Rev. 
Dr. Raymond. 

They had one child : 
Jons RA.nio~"D,' born in Kent, about 181.j. 

ELECTA' BL.Am, daughter of Captain .A.&1.
3 

( Robert, 2 Robert1
) 

and l\Iehitable (Carnahan) Blair, wa:; born in Blandford, 3:Iay 
9, 1792. She married in Blandford, 1~, Loring, son of 
,J oho and Sarah (Gibbs) ,Vat.son, who "-as born in Blunclford, 
June 15, 1788, died there December 3, 1826. 

Thcv had children : .. 
I. DOLLY ~-x6 '\Y.AT50X, born ]fay 19, 1814. 
2. :l!YR.J.. RAl"'llO~"D ,YATsox, born April i 7 1816. 
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3. Lon~o F. WATso:s-, born February 11, 1818. 
4. ELECT,\ BLAII! W.ATsox, horu November 28, 1819. 
;j_ Elnr. Y W 1-:LLS '"-A Tsox. born October 5. 1822. 
G. JA...~E C. 1VATsox, born December l!l, 182-!. 

..... 
' ' 

H.\..~XAH' Bt.\ll!, daughter of Robcrt3 
( Ro!Je,·t, 1 Robert•) 

:ind Hann:th (Thompson) Blair~ wns born in Bfandfor<l, N o,·cm
bcr 21, 1773. She married in Blandford, l\farch 1, 1796, 
Samuel, son of Robert and Catherine (Shaw) Hunter, \\"ho was 
born in Palmer, lL-iss., .June 7, 1770; died in Otis, .:\lass., 

· June 7, 18-13; she died June 12, 1846. 
They bad children : 
1. RonE1iT' Hc:xT1m, llOrn in Blroidford, October lG, 1796. 
2 •. A.Llmu. Ho.-r:r:n.. born in Bl!.ndfor<l. )!arch 7, 1798. 
8. ORPII.A Ho.--rER. born in Bl:u?dford. November 2G, 1799. 
4. CATJIERIXE HCXTER. born in Bl:m<lford. N'o\"ember 28, 1801. 
5. ]L\RCL\ Ho-rER, born in Bl:mclford, .January 5, 1804. 
G. ELYIIU HcxTEP., born in Oti.~. December :23, 180,j: married 

O. Glea..,;;on ; their son C. S. Gleason resides in Se:i:tle, \\':" ash. 
7. S.un;EL Htn."TE~ born in Otis, .January 9. 1809. 
S. lL\~-XAH HL":\"TE:rt. bom-in Otis. :\lay 8, 1811. 
9 •• Tonx Hti~"TER, born in Otis .• July 14, 1813. 

1 0. 1\1.A.1:Y H U!\'T Eit, born in Otis, M:i.rch 22, 1 S 17. 

S.uroEL' Bum, son ofRufus3 (RQbert'~, Robert1
) and Dolly 

(Boise) Blair, was born in Bfanclford, September 11, 1781. 
After his father's decease, :is the eldest child, he n.ssumcd the 
charge of the estate, he, himself, then only nineteen years of 
:ige, ruid mruiagcd fa.rm :rffairs for Sc'\"crnl years. Then remoYed 
to Blrui<lford Street, where he kept the store until 1811, when 
he migrated to Columbus, Chenango County, Xew York. Two 
or three yc:irs later he spent a few years in Bomer, Cortfand 
County, but finally settled in the acljoining town of Cortland. 

The to,,·n of Homer was started in 1789 by .. .\mos Todcl n.nd 
Joseph Beebe, who came up fi-om New Haven, Conn., and was 
orgunizctl :\!arch 5, 1794. tt ,The territory has a broken and 
diversified surface, with rugged hill:3 and fertile valleys and flats 
of rich ruluvial soil lying on the Enst ruid West rivers. Homer 
is beautifully _located on the west side of the Tioughniog:t ril·er, 
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nnd is regarded ns one of tl1e hnnclsomcst -villngcs in the. State. 
The ,·nlley of the Tionghniog:i. is unrimllcd in wild nnd p~c
turcsquc scenery." (History of Cortland County, N. Y., p::tge 
147 ). 

During the Jnttcr p:1.rt of his life he nssistcd his son Snmucl in 
the care of his farm, which lay a.bout tw·o miles west of thq town. 

S~UIUEL4 BLAIR mnrricd in Blandford, November 28, 1804,. 
Ha.nnnh, daughter of .Jonnthnn nnd Dolly (Stow) Frary, who 
was. born in Bfanclford, l\fo.rch 6, 1783; died in Cortland, .l\In.y 
11, 1860, ngcd 77 years. The following notice nppc.-i.rcd nt the 
time : tt For thirty years. D.lld upward a resident of this place, 
the dcceasccl had by her quiet, Christian life endeared herself to 
a fargc circle of fumi1y friends and neighbors. Long years, and 
many of them, of suffering ripcricd her faith, moulded and per
fected her character. Though led by the. ,vay of suff cring. to the 
gr.i.ve, yet she went in that peace ,vhich is of Christ, desiring to 
go home :mcl be nt re.st." ( Local paper.) 

S.umEL4 BLAm died in Co_rtland,' l\:fuy 21, 1862, :iged SO 
years, 8 months. 

They had childr~n : 
1. CAROLINE/ born in Bl:mdfonl, Janwi.ry 29, 1806. 
2. JusTrs PIJIXEAS, born in Bl:i.nclford, 1\Iarch 31, 180.8 ;. died in 

Rochester, N. Y., 182i, aged 19 years. 
3. CH.\O-CEY .BUCK.LEY, born in Blandford, .June IS, 1810. 
•l:. S.urt:EL, born in Colwnbns, ·X. Y .. l\Iay 22, 1812.. . . . 
5. LntA'-, born in Port Watson, N. Y., November 20, 1815. 
6. WtLLL\.lf, born in Cortland, N. Y., Ma..- 20. 1818. · · 
7. A.,~.\. ELIZA, bor.n in Cortland, N. Y., ·No\"·ember 28, 1820~ 

PHINEAS' BLAIP., son of Rufus' (Robert,' Robert') :ind 
Dolly (Boise) Blair, was born in Bla.ndford, December 28; 
1783. He studied Ia,v nnd began its practice at· Belchertown, 
)!ass., ,vhere, on October 28, 1811, ttPbineas Blair, attorney~· 
wn.s the highest bidder for land lying nenr the South P:J.rish 
llecting-hou.se in Grccnich, three acres, ,vith a dwelling hou~e 
and out-buildings together \\"ith another lot of four acres." 
(Worcester County.., :Mass., Deeds, -vol. 32, p. 338). ·· 

He aftenvnrds rc~o~ed to Boston, where he w:is eng:igcd in 
many renl estate transactions, and where he died, unmarried; 
,June 8, 1848, :iged 65 years. .. · · · ·' · · · · 
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DotLY" BLAIR, <ln.ugl1tcr of Rufus:i ( Robert, 1 Robert') nml 
Dolly (Boise) Blair, wns born in Blandford, l\fnrch 13, 178 7. 
She wn.s married Jununry 25, 1810, in Bl:mdford, to Ashcl 
Lymnn, son of Timothy nnd Dorothy (Kinney) Lymnn, who 
was Lorn in Chester, April 2, 1785. He wns a m<:rchant, re
sided in ,Yorthinrrton, ~lass.; Milford, N. Y., and removed to 
Brookfield~ Chcn:ngo County, N. Y., a.bout 1811, thence to 
Cortlnmhille in 181•1, ·where he died February l!J, 18-17, aged 
62 ycnr~; she died there August 8, 1856, :iged 69 years (gr-.1.,·e
stli:.1e ). 

Tbey had children : 
l. AsnEL Pn.ELPS Lnu.."i'. 
2. Do:r;.LY Lnr,\!'f. 
8. GEORGE XELSOS LDL\.."i' • 

. 4. FR..\XKLIN L1."lL\."i. 
5. liE!i."ltY LYJL\."<:. 

The Lymnns :ire a family of early English origin, whose :first_ 
proven ancestor wns Thomas, Lyman ot" Navistoke, co. Essc.."'t,_ 
England, in the time of Henry VII. He ma.med Elfaahcth,. 
gr.md-daughter of Sir William and .Joanna ( de U mfrievillc) 
L-imbert. The line then runs do,rn through Thomn.s, Henry, 
John of High O~crar, Henry of Na.vistoke,. who was buried there 
April 15, 1587,. Henry- to Rich:ird Lyman who w:us baptized 
October 30, 1580~ at High Ongar.. He married Sarah, dnugh
tcr of Roger Osborne, of Halste:i~ co. Kent. \Yith five 
children, they set sail from Bristol and arriYed :i.t Boston, l\Iass., 
November 4, 1631. They were first in Ch.:tr]P~t~~,. ~-=~·~ 
then in Roxbury,. l\I:iss., where they were 1r.cmbers of the First 
Church. With Rev. Thom:tS Hooker anJ his little company,. 
they toiled through the wilderness to Hartford, Conn., of "·hich 
Richard Lyman became one of the first pmnters and proprietors, 
:ind where he was buried in .A.ugus~ 1640. "He w:is :i mnnof 
considerable estate, keeping two serv:mts." His will was the 
:first recorded in liartf or<l CoUDty Probate. 

From him the line runs from his son, Lieutenant John Lymn.n, 
who was baptized at High Ongar, September, 1623; murried 
Dorcas Plumb of Brnnford, Conn., and settled at Northampton, 
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:\foss.; his son, ?.foscs Lymnn, born Fcbrnnry 22, 1GG2, nncl 
hid wjfo, Ann ; through his son, Cnptnin .Modes Lymnn, who 
wns born in .Northampton, Fchrunry 27., 1689, mnrriccl, De
cember ] 3, 1 j' 12, ::\Iinclwcll Slicl<lon; his son, De:tcon Elias 
Lyman, born September 30, I 715, w·ho was :i member. from 
North.impton, of the Pro-rincinl Congress at Concord, )fass., 
October 11, 1768, of the Congrc::is held nt Cnmbridge, ::Mnss., 
1 77 ~>, ":t. man of weight and <ligo •.y." He mnrricd Ann Phelps 
of Southampton, )lass., wl1ere he died February 18, 1802; his 
cIJcst ~on, Stephen Lymnn, wns born in X ortharupton, Scir 
tembcr 8, 1742. ,Yith his brother, Timothy Lyman, he, with 
n woodsm:m~s outfit, nxe on shoulder, hewed a wn.y through tho 
virgin· forests from Southampton for seventeen miles up the 
mountain side, nnd n1ong the rhcr bunks to the site of what is 
now Chester, )fass. The brothers cnch rccch·ed n grant of land 
on conuition th:i.t each shou1<l, wjthin three yc:ir.s from June, 
1 i 62, have built a. dwelling-house 24: feet Ly 18 feet, hn~e scTcn 
ncrcs of land well clenrcd nnd pnrt of it bid dowu to English 
grass, h:wc nctually settled n family and there continued for the 
sp:ice of sb, years, and to lmve settled n protestant minister within 
eight years. 

Timothy, his brother, was born in North:unpton, December 
31, 1744. He occupied the form which he hnd won from the 
primith·c wilderness at Chester until the dny of his death, October 
12, 1815. He married in the n<ljoining town of ,v orthington, 
~fass., Dorothy, daughter of Colonel Kinney who had come 
from Preston, Conn., and built :t. log house in the place. It 
wns a. circumscribed dwelling, which the children mnde beauti
ful by lining the hewn logs of the corumon sitting room with 
strips of silvery birch bark, and covering a. tall screen ,..-ith these 
shining pieces, thus converting the rooms into vcritn.ble sylvan 
bo,vers. Timothy Lyman was tta mnn of rnrc ability, quick 
di.sccrnm~nt, sound jndgcm~ut; very rendy in repartee and 
cnpable of keen irony." (Lyman Gcncnlogy, pnge 3-10.) . 

Their son, Ashel Lyman, wns born in Chester, :\l::t8s., m:in-icd 
Dolly Blair, while her brother, Syh-cstcr Blair, m:irricd another 
member of this distinguiohcd family. 
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Rums• Burn, son of Rufmi3 (Robert,' Robert1
) nnd DoJ1y 

(Boise) Blair, w·ns born in Blandford, 1.Inss., l\Iay 7, 1790. 
He owned nnd mnnngcd a (arm in the town. wns njusticc of the 
peace many years. .He married in Blnnclford. Septcmbl'r 5, 
1820, Sally Jlnmilton, who was born in Blandford, lforch 6, 
1794; died in Springfield, :l\Inss., l\-Iny 23, 1874; he died in 
Blnndfor<l, April 14, 1844. 

They had children : 

1. CATIJEnIXE L •• G born August 4. 1821; married in Bl:Lndford, 
Novembt>r 23. 1843, Thomas S. Chaffee. 

2. j\fJo:r.1ssA H., born .April 3, 1823; married in Blnndford lliy 7, 
1847, Theodore A. ,Yil:,,0n. 

8. Iscn&As1-:, born ,Jnne 3, 18.25. 
4. Eowrx Pnn-F.AS, born De,~emher 23, 1828; d. Ullill. 

5. PATJ:ICK I:IExl!r, born September 11~ 1830. 

SYLYESTER4 BL,\m, son of Rufus3 (Robert2 Robert') and 
Doliy (Boise) Blair, was born in Blandford. November 30, 
17!J6. fie removed _to Chenango C0unty, .Ne,..,~ York, about 
1811. ,vhilc residing in Cortland. in 1814, he engaged in 
mercantile pursuits, and W!lS in partnership with his brothcr~in
lD.w .A.shcl Lyman; after many yen.rs, the concern was <lh~solv
ed, nnd Sylvester Blair built n tltorc near this on lfoin Street. 
After n while he erected n building for the manufacture of pot
tery on :t piece of land lying \l"e:3t of the village, the clny for 
which "·as brought from the pits at Amboy, New .Jersey, 
through the Eric Can:tl to Syracuse, nnd <lrnggecl thence o,·er 
the hills to Cortland. He continued in nctivc business until his 
decease. 

SYLYESTEn• Bt.ur: married, Fcbru:try 24, 1823, Xrmcy Ly
m:in, <laup.-htcr of Noah an<l Lucy (Bishop) Lymrui, who wns 
born in .Berkshire,. Xcw York •• January ::?3, 1802; died in 
Columbus, J>cnn~yh·nnia, ~In.y 22, 1:,78; 11c died suddenly in 
New York City, October;,' 1836. 

They hml children : 
1. Dr,;"-ITT CLI:-.ToxG, born )farch 15~ 1824. 
2. Fruxcr::s .A . .'rELIA. born Fchrn:iry 2:1, lti::?G. 
3. D£sx1s T., born )fuy 10, 1828; diet! ,July 20, 1829. 
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4. STL VESTER D., bom l\fay 23, 1830; died 1534. 
5. Gt-:ORGJ•~ born ,July 9, 1832. 
-6. lb .. -xn1· B., born July 20,-1834. 

. Cn.ARLEs• BLAIR, son of Robcrt:i (Joseplt', Robertt) n.nd 
Betsey (Harrington) Blair, wns born l\Iarch 8, 1785. :f:Ie re

. maincd on the old homestead in ,v orccstcr until his death. He 
married, April 12, 1827, Elizabeth l\lcFarbnd and died l\fo.rch 
9, 1859, without lea.ring children • 

. GEORGE' BLAIR, son ofRobcrt3 ( Jo1repl1!, Robert1
) and Bet

sey (Hnrrington) Blair, wns born in Rutl:tnd, l\l~s., No,·cm
ber 29, 1796. He rcmo,·cd to ,v orcestcr with his parents in 
1798 and rcmnincd there until 1809, when he went to Caroline, 
Tompkins County, ·N. Y., and settled in whn.t was then a 
wilderness. _ He was accompanied by :Mr. Sabin l\Innn, who 
h:1d mnrried ~:Iiss Rhoda Bl:lckmn.n. In the war of 1812, l\Ir. 
l\Iann was killed, :md ~lay 7, 1817, George Blnir married his 
widow. George Blair died in .Speedwell, N •. Y., December 
20, 1869, aged S2 years. 

They had children : 
l. At:s~..r;, born February S, 1818. 
2. S.~nAn, born l\farch l 0, 1821. 
3. RonF.RT, born April 2, 1825. 
4. W1LLIAX HExn.r, born January 22; 1S31. 

SAr..AH' BruUR, daughter of Robert2 '( Joseph 2, Robert1
) Bbir,_ 

was born in Rutland, l\Lus., .April 19, 1789 ; she married, in 
"~orccster, September 9, 18:29, ·Nath:m Rogers, who ·was born 

died ; she died in Holden, 
niass., .April 28, 1861. 

Do LL Y' BLAIR, daughter of Robcrt1 
( Joseph 2, Robert1

) Blair, 
and Betsey (Harrington) Blair, was born in Rutl:J.Dd, M:tss., 
J nnuary 30, 1795 : she married, August, 1828, Rev. George 
Nichols, who- died in Springfield, M:iss., February 12, 1841,-



FOC'RTB'.: GE?l~TION .IN AltERIOA. 83 

•·aged 47 years; ·she mnmc·d (2), in Springfield, in 1843, Rev. 
Isaac Knapp, of W estficld, Mnss ; died in Worcester, l\.Iarch 
1, 1864 • 

. HoR.ACE4 Br.l~ri½ ~son of Robert:! ( Josepl,!' Robert1
) nnd Bet

sey (Harrington) Blair, ,,-ns born in Rutland, l\'Iass., April 22, 
1798. On :u-riving nt age, he went to Rome, N. Y., "·here he 
had rclath·es, and opened a. store ; after a few months, in the 
full of 1821, he went to Snvn.nnah, Georgia, nnd engaged inn 
commission business, m·which he ,vns quite successful. About 
sbc yenrs Inter he removed to l\focon, Ga., where he took the 
position of c:ishier in the Bank of l\'fucon. Shortly after, he 
went to W nshington, Tazewell County, ID. He married in 
Savannah, :May 3, 1827, l\Irs. Rebecca L. \Viseman, a widow 
of l\Ir. ,vrnirun Wiseman, who died September !l, 1841, 
aged 42 years; he died in 1Vashington, Ill., l\furch 9, 1838. 

They h:i.d children : · 
1. RonERT HORACE6, born in Sa,vammh, April 10, 1828. 
2. EmL\ REBECCA, born in Washington, Ill, June 3, 1836; mn.rried 

Amos Hall, of Sandisfield, l\Liss.; they reside in St. P:iul, 
l\wm. 

l\LuuA' BL.Am, da~hter of Robert3 ( Josep/1, '!, Robert1
) and 

Betsey (Harrington) Blair, was born in ,v orcester, l\foss., 
January 1, 1802; she married, l\Iay 21, 1827, Cyrus Stock
·wcll, of Worcester, ,\"ho was born in 1797, died October 13, 
1845, aged 48 yea.rs. 

They had children : 
1. J.AlLES C.6 STOCKWELL, born September 5, 1828. 
2. Cn.\I:LEs BLAIR STOCKWELL, born April 24, 1832. 
3. l\L\RL\. B. STOCX:WELt., born Janwu-y 9, 1840. 
4. llx.'\"lUETT~\ STOCKW'ELL, born A~4T\18t 1, 1844. 

Cn.\RLES' BLAm, son of J oseph:i, junior (Joseph:!, Robert1
) 

and l\Iercy (Dickinson) Blair, was born in Amherst, 2t!ass., 
Ja.num-y 16, 1812; he manied ~fo.y 2, 1833, Eunice, daughter 
of Asahel and Lucinda (Adams) Blodgett, of Amherst, :i)!:iss. 
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Chnrlcs Bfair removed to Collins\illc, Conn, where he nmnss-
ed n fortune nnd died. 

They hnd children born in Collins,·illc : 
I. Cn.\RLES lL\lUJ.TOX11, born .Tuly 16, 1834. 
2. Bcn.Tox Dtcn::rxso:s-, born July 19, 183G; died in Amherst, 

Itebrnnry 2~, 1838. 
8. Ho1u TIO Po1tT1m, born Octoller 28, 183D. 
4. F1uxc1s )Iormrso~, born Jnnunry 4, 1842. 
,j. IJi,:xnr P. 
G. GF.ORGE P., born 1845. 
7. l\Lu:1" .A.lIELI.\., born March lG, 1847. 
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.ALICE1 Bx..\rr.., daughter of ,villinm4 (Absafom,3 David,' 
Robert) and Snlly (Tmin) Bfo.ir. wns born in ,Villfomstown, 
September 17, 1796. tt She is still remembered by one old 
Indy in "ril1inmstown ns a bc.'lutiful young l:idy, n graceful 
rider. She married Hiram Bacon, :tnd they removed with their 
family to Indiana in 1822." (Professor Perry, History of 
,villiamstown.) 

BET".NARD11 BLAIR, son of William' (Alnralom, 3 David,' 
RnlJert1) nntl Sn.Hy (Train) :3lair, wns born in ,villinmstow11, 
}fay 24, 1801. He went to Salem, New York, directly after 
he was graduated ,Yillinms Co1legc in 1825 and entered the 
law· office of Russell :md Allen. tt He was elected a member of 
the Twenty-Seventh Congress from that district and usefully 
served his generation as president of a local bank, a railrond, 
and in :ill other relations of life." (Prof. Perry.) He was tt a 
tru~tce of ,v asliington .Academy and the First Presbyterian 
Church of Salem, N. Y ., received the degree of A.i\I. from 
~Ii<l<llcbury, Vt., Collc;?c and from ,vmiams College." (History 
of Salem, N. Y.) He maITicd in Lnnsingburgh, N. Y., 
Charlotte, daughter of Brommi C. Lansing. 

GEORGE TR.UN~ BLAIR, son of William4 
( .. 1lualom, 3 Dai-id, s 

Robert') and Sally (Train) Blair, wns born in "~illinmstown, 
April 2, 1809. He wns grnduntcd from ,vmiams College in 
1833, « t:iking his residence in Troy, New York St.'l.tc, imme
diately on his graduation; studied fa,y; hclcl the office of city 
clerk for several years ; wp.s chosen surrogntc, and held the 
office for ten years ; wn.s nppointcd Post :\faster of Troy in 
1861, and, in 1865, Pay-mn.:;tcr in the United States Army. 



8S BLAIR GE~"E.ALOGY. 

He cnmc to ,vmi:imstown on business in 1867, wns suudcnly 
tukcn ill and died, ngcd fifty-seven years." ( Prof. Perry.) 

SAltUEL EDWARD~ BLAIR, son of Ah-ah' (Samuel,' .Iolm,, 1 

Roberl. 1
) and Lnur.J. (Chapin) Blnir, wnd born in ,,,.arrcn, 

1\fass., October :-JO, 1822. I-le scn·ctl as town clerk and 
treasurer for his nnth·c town from 1855 to 1891; wa8 town 
assessor for more thnn twenty years ; was sent to the legh1lature 
in H,56 and 1858; wns treasurer of the ,Ynrrcn S:n·ings Bank 
eight ycnrs, tt :mu held many other offices of trust, all of which 
he fol6lle<l satisfactorily." A stroke of par:1Jyi;is just as he was 
entering hi~ office door forced him to retire from acth·c life, and 
he died, unmarried, ~lay 22, 1895. 

J oro;- S:mn16 BLAm, son of Olivcr4 
( JVilliam,' William, 1 

Rober!.') nntl 1\Iary (Smith) Blnir, was born in Truro, No,·a 
Scotia, February 1826. ,6-\.n acth·c merchant, he migrated to 
Boston, l\Iass., ,,·here he nceumuln.ted n large fortune.· He 
married ( 1) in Truro, LotWia, <laughter of .John and Elizabeth 
(llcNutt) Blair, who was born in Truro, Fcbruruy 1, 1834, 
died in Boston, .August 21, 1853, in her t,.,·enrictb year; JOHN 
SlllTH11 Br.Am married ( 2) in Boston, Elizabeth Kendrick. ;He 
died in Boston. 

TRIDL\...", 11 BLAIR, son ofReubcn4 
( .Jacob, 3 .:.1Iathew, 2 Roberti) 

and Hannah (Xoble) Blair, was born in Blandford, December 
20, 1808. He married, October 14, 1835, · Esther l\Ienill 
Chambers, daughter of .Joseph and Chloe (~Icrrill) Ch:tmbers, 
who was born in Harpersfield, :N. Y., .July 3, 1813; he died in 
Bla.nclford, ).lay 1 t, 1883, aged i 4 yenrs ; she died in Blandford, 
November 16, 1893, aged 80 years. 

They had children : 
1. CORXELI~\. lUARIA/1 born .July 27, 183G; m:irricd July 7, 1858, 

Elisha ,v arren Sbepnrcl 
2. JosEt•n 1-IAnvF.r, horn February 23, 1838; married October 1'8, 

1875, :\Irs. .ll:uj· E. Smith; is a pr-.i.cti.sing physician in Omaha, 
Nebrn.sk!i.. 

3. llinY S01·nu, born :November 20, 1839; unm. 
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.J. Wn.r.JAlr Hr.-stt\" II.rntu!IOX, born .Tn.nuary !), 1842; mnrriccl (1) 
December :?O, 18il, Henrietta Reerl, who died December 1872; 
he marriecl (:?) Eliznbcth Gorhnm, of Spriugfield, )Iu.-.,.i., where 
he wa.~ city mur:;hal for three yenrR. nncl deputy sheriff for 
thirteen years. .After the dece.ise of his father be returned to 
take the homeeten«l in Blnndfor<L He hn<l : I, Elizabeth Gor
luun/ born 187G; 2, Henrietta Clmmbcrs, born 187!); 3, 
.Jennie }'ostcr, born 1885. 

S,\:\IUEL 0i:E~6 BL\Ir:, son of Reuben' (-laco!J, 3 J.1latltew, 1 

Robert') ::i.nd Tryphen::i. (.Moses) Blair, was born in Blandford, 
'Mass., .July 22, 1804. He published his marriage intention in 
Bl:mtlforcl, .N'ovcmber 21, 1830, to Olive E. Osborn, who "·as 
born 1801; died in Blandford, l\fay 14, 1883, aged 82 years. 
He <lied in Blandford, December 30, 1880, ngcd 76 years. 

They had children : 
I. CAROLIXE-11 

2 .• Jcosox. 
3. EDlit"XD. 
4. Hr.:xt:IETT.\. 
5. LESTER. 
6. SID:SEY • 

• JULIA6 BL,\m, daughter of Reuben" (.Jacob,' .J.llatltew,' 
Robe1·t1

) and H:mnah (Noble) Bl:l.ir, was born in Blandford, 
.January 26, 1811. She married, J:umnry 23, 1834:, Eli 
Osborn, in Blandford. 

They had children: 
l. D,\.IGIIT11 0snors. 
2. Eosox Osno1::x. 
3. Y1:scE:sT 0snoR.--.. 
4 • .tbcELIA Oscon..'i. 
5. lIELE:s Osnor.s:. 
G. Lccu Osnon:s. 

l\lARTIL\6 BLAm, d:mghtcr of Reuben• ( Jacob,' .J.tlnthew/ 
Robert') and Hannah (Noble) Bl:iir, ""ns born in Blandford, 
September 18, 181.2. She married, September 21, 1835, JC$se 
Crnne. who died January 2, 1854, in ,Joliet, Illinois; she 
mruTicd (2) John ,Yard, who died in Channahon, Illinois; she 
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married ( 3) Willinm :McKee and removed to Clinton, :Missouri, 
where tihc died February 29, 1880. 

SALLY" BLAIR, tfaughtcr of .famcs4 (,lacou,:i 1Jlattliew,' Rob
ert') anc.l :Mercy (Howard) Blnir, was born in Blanclford, June 
11, 1802. She runrricd .April 4, 1826, Jnirus C. Fairchild, 
who ,..-ns born December 27, 1801. They resided first in ~Ian
tun., Portage county. Ohio, finnlly in :Madison, ,vis. He wns 
the first trcnsurer of the state of ,Yisconsin ; held the office of 
mnyor at :\Imlison from 1856 to 1857. He died in .Madison, 
July 18, 1862; she died in that city October 21, 1866. 

They had children : 
1. S.\n..rn6 F4ur.cmLD, born April 25, 1827; mm-ricd Obndiah M. 

Cono\"er, of :i\fuclison. 
2 •• T.\lIES BLAIR F,ur.cntLJ>, born 1828. 
3. CASSlt:S FAm.CmLD, born at Franklin :!\fills, (now Em-lsville,) 

Ohio. He was c.leputy tre:isnrer of Wisconsin in 1848, 1849, 
1850; a member of the stnte legislature from 1861 to 1865; 
nn officer in the state troops in the Civil w:u-, which .he left 
with the bre,·et of brigadier ~ener:tl; he was United States 
ID:lrsbal. from 186G until his decease in Milwaukee. A few 
d:i.ys before he died be married l\Inry Haney, October, 1868, 
and died October 24, 1868. 

4. L'CCICS FAmCIIILD, born December 27, 1831. He served in 
the Civil war from 1861 to 186:3. when he :i.ttained the grnde 
of brig:iilier g-enernl; wns secretary of st:Lte for Wisconsin from 
1863 to 186;j ; clectec.l governor of Wisconsin, 18G6, nnd w:is 
the only governor elected to th.rec terms ; was consul to Lh-er 
pool, Paris, and United St.ates minister at Spain till December, 
1881. 

5. Cn..utLES s. F AIRCIIILD. 

CAROLOo"Er. BLUR, daughter of Sumuel~ (Rzifus, 3 Robe:rt/ 
Robert') and Hannah (Frary) Bla.ir,,wns born in Blandford, 
.JWJ,e 29, 1806. She married in Cortland, N. Y., December 
24, 1829, Parker Crosby, son of Elishn. and Sarah Crosby, 
who wns born in Cortland, September 3, 1803. .After taeir 
marriage they re:-idcd a number of years in Cortlruid, spent some 
five years in California., resided in Cedar Falls, Iowa, for a 
period, when he died July 16, 1863, aged 59 years, 10 months, 
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18 dn.ys; she died nt the rc8idcncc of her dnughter, l\Irs. John 
C. Neely, on Greenwood .A,·cnue, Chicngo, November 15, 
1896, ngcd 90 years, 9 months, 17 days. 

They hnd children : 
1. EowL~ P11IXE.\S6 Cnosnr, born December I, 1831 ; died Jllllu-

nry 2, 1894, aged 62 year~ 
2. Lnt.\...~ BLAIR Cnosns, born September ll, 1835. 
3. l\L\.ny ELIZA Cnosn,, born July 28, 1841. 

ClL\'G'SCEY Bt;CKLEY11- BLAIR, son of Samuel' (Rufus/ Rob
ert,' Robert1

) :llld Hannah (Frary) Blair, was born in Bland
ford, i\Iass., June 18, 1810. ft In the spring of 1835 he came 
west, going into lnnd speculation in Wisconsin, Indiu.na, and 
l\lichignn. He was remarkably successful in his ventures,. nnd 
in 1837 entered me :cantilc business in Indiana, his brother 
Lyman being assoc, t.ted wi~ bim. The firm name wns C. B. 
& L. Blair, and :it one time they o,raed tlie largest warehouse 
in Indiana. It "-:is the only one tlmt could receive and forward 
produce. They ~o built the first bridge pier on the e:ist side 
of L:i.kc :\Iichigan, and were among the pioneer shippers of 
grain to the East. Chauncey B. Blair secured a charter and 
built a pla.nk road thirty miles long for the purpose of making 
transportation. inland from the lake ensier. Notes were issued 
on the stock of the plank road corporation and a banking busi
ness was started. He wa.s made president of this banking com
p::i.ny nnd so first entered upon the business to which he prn.cti
cally deYoted the remainder of his life. The notes ~:med by 
this company, known as the Union Plank Road Company, were 
accepted by all the state banks in the north,,·est and were n.l.l 
finally redeemed in gold. Some of them were held in the 
south at the time of the commencement of the war of the 
Rebellion, but were promptly honored when presented at the 
close of ~he war. 

ff He nc.'\:t became intcrc~tcd in the St.'lte Bank of Indiana. 
and, when it was re-chartered, under the n:unc of the Bank of 
the State of Indiana., he secured a controlling interest in its 
La Porte branch, Inter becoming its pre:5idcnt. 

'' In 1861, he came to Chicago and acquired un interest inn. 
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pril"nte bank, '"'hich he held until 18G5. He tl1en org:mized 
the }Icrchn.nts N :itional Bank of Chicago, ,vhich began to do 
busine5s at No. 36 South Clark street w·ith n. pnid up capital of 
$-150,000. The officers were: president, Chauncey B. Blair; 
e:tshicr, Henry B. Symond; directors, C. B. Bfo.ir, Daniel A • 
• Jones, John B. Tumet" and William Blair. .At its la.st state
ment prior to the fire, 1t::1 capital was $650,000, surplus $300.-
000, deposits $1,149,756. Officers: president. C. B. Blair; 
vice-president, J. K. Botsford ; cashier, John DeKo\""en ; nssist
ant ca.shier, John C. :Neeley; directors, C. B. Blair, William 
Blnir, D • .A. Jones, C. J. Blair :md .J. K. Botsford. 

tt )Ir. Bln.ir had been president of it continuously since that 
time :ind had made an enviable record as a financier, sometimes 
pursuing a policy ¾,fl'llin5t the judgment of all his friends. .At 
the time of the great fire of 1871, he insisted upon :m immedi
ate and full payment to all the depositors of this bank, although 
nearly c.ery other :fin:mcicr in Chicago ad,ised against such a 
course. His decision ,\"'!I.S greeted with ndmirntion in all parts 
of the country, and his action resulted in establishing on a firm 
b:isis the credit of Chicago, nt that time greatly impaired. 

tt '\Vbcn, by reason of the inability of the city to collect the 
ta.."tes of 1871, 1872, 1873 and 1874, and on account of the 
fire losses and subsequent stagnation of business and other com
plications, the credit of Chicago became materially impaired, 
Mr. Bla.ir was one of the few to come to the rescue of the city 
and by his fi1ith in the city and his ruh~nces may be said to 
ha.ve saved Chicago's credit. 

~During the panic of 1873, when the banks of Boston, Xe,v 
York and other large cities had suspended payments and most 
of the Chicago banks faTorcd the same course. proposing to 
issue clearing house certificates, he made a firm st.and at n. clear
ing house meeting :ind :mnounccd that he proposed to pay a.ll 
demands. His arguments conTinced the other bankers that it 
was the proper course to pursue and, as a result, they passed 
through the panic ,vithout serious harm and Chicago's credit 
wa.s placed on a. firmer b:i.sis than ever. 

tt During the em-lier years of his life, he went a little into rail
road building, being one of the incorp_orators of the Northern 
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Indinnn. R.'tilrond Compnny, which wns tl1c first rond to impnir 
tJic usefulness of his Plank Rond. The ~orthcm Indiana was 
nftcn"\"'nru~ consolidated with the :\Iichignn Southcrn."-(From 
the C!,icago Tribune, .January 30, 18tll.) 

tt In 1860, ~Ir. Blair removed to Chicago nncl engngcd in 
business ns n. pt·h·nte banker. In 1865 he founded the Mcr
chnn~" X ationnl Bank and from that day to this wns its presi
dent. 5h: ycnrs Inter the great fire s"·cpt O'\"er the city :md left 
bel1incl a finnncfal wrcck.1.gc so great that its computation was 
almost impossible. Throughout the country great financial 
institutions were forced to the "·all. In Chicago, scarcely a. 
bnnk could bold up its bead. Ruin wns c,·cry·,yhere, and as the 
demand for money incrc:iscd ,Yith the sufferings still other banks 
joined the great majority of insokcnts. 

tt Immediately after the ashes were cooled, n. meeting of the 
bnnkers ,ms held n.t wliich it was decided to p!l.y 15 cents on the 
dollar. Xcxt day the Chicago Clcm·ing House .Associntion held a. 
meeting and its decision wns announccd-:\Ir. Blair wns present. 
After the announcement, he rose nod said : ' Gentlemen, this 
action wa.s ta.ken without my knowledge or consent or that of 
the directors of the )Icrchants~ National B:ink. I repudiate 
the agreement. As soon ns I cnn find a pb.cc to set up my 
desk and giYe room to a eafc, the ~lcrchants' X ntional Bn.nk 
will be open for business, either to pay n.ll obligations in full or 
to receive deposits ! 

tt A great shout went up nt this m:inly dccln.rntion, and this, 
perhaps more than :my other incident, served to ncl"\"c the dc
spandcnt citizens to begin life nncw and with increased vigor. 

tt In 1873~ when the bankers in e\"crv citv and lmmlct in 
America were fallin~ do,TII, the bankers of Chi~~o held :mother 
meeting at which it was proposed to issue clcnri'iig-house ccrti
ficntC$, after the method of the Ne,'"' York bankers. )Ir. Blair 
vigorously opposed thi::1 idc.'l and finally (foclar~cl that if such n. 
course were pursued he would witl1<lrn,w from the Clearing 
House .Association. The bankers dcci<lcd to be goYcrncd b,~ 
l\lr. Bln.ir·s aclvicc. During the dn.rk days, :\Ir. '"Blair s.-ivcd 
Chicago~s credit. S. H. l\IcCrca was city treasurer, and he 
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found be woulu be obliged to default in p:iymcnt of tbc city~s 
interest. l\Ir. licCrea finn.l)y went to l\Ir. Blair, who, influ
enced by pure public spirit, ngrcctl to take :ill coupons and 
wait for his money until it could be pai<l. This undoubtedly 
saved Chicago·$ credit ruid possibly from woree titill-rcpudia
tion/'-( Ohica90 Times, January 30, 1891.) 

ff The banking life of l\!r. Blair commenced in the historical 
depression of 1857, :md his c..xpcricncc in those troublous <lays in 
an adjoining State scn·cd to lay broad and deep tl1e foun<lations 
for a safe and prosperous career based upon the use of honest 
money for a circulating medium :ind the present fulfilment of 
obligations at any personal sacrifice. He stood alone :r.nd yet a 
leader in the :ich·oc:icy of sound business principles while the new 
prairie towns were filled with wildcat banks and deludccl political 
financiers. Th"bcn the city ,vas well ~~gh liestroyed by fire, his 
was the :first announcement of a bank re-opened for businc..~ on 
the old-time basis, one hundred cents to the dolliir of deposits. 
He prel"entecl the ~sue of Clearing House certificates by threaten
ing to withdrn.w from the association. · 

~ l\Ir. Blair was a man of the old style. Wholly un:issuming, 
poeith·c in his con,;ctions, ready to give his last dollar to meet 
a bit of pnper or n.n obligation in which bis honor was involved 
in the faintest degree ; his whole business C3I'ecr was one of 
protest against the rapid methods :idoptcd by men of fewer years 
:md less honor. The writer recalls a remark made to him by 
the deceased in 1877. ~Don~t try to argue with me about 
silver. It will never do for a medium of c.."'t.change beyond the 
fr:ictional part of a dollar/" ( Tke OhicagoPo~t, January 30, 
1891.) 

Under the heading of ~one i\Iodcl Citizen," the Chicago 
Times of .January 31, IS!Jl, reports tt The Eventful Career ot" a 
iian who had the ,v elfare of Chicago at heart." 

tt Passing away at the ripe age of eighty-one ye:irs, the career 
of Chauncey B. Blair, so long identified "ith the largest fin:m
cial interest of the city, becomes in its personal phases one of 
great interest to the citizens of Chicago." 

~ Always a. busy man, and altogether a business man, l\Ir. 
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Blair hnd in his long lire neither the time nor the inclination for 
else thnn the ach·ancemcnt of const:mtly increa.sing commercial 
interests.· He threw his wbole energies into hi.\i work. He 
en.red neither for runuscments, which generally seemed to him 
frivolous, nor for vacations, -which were esteemed a w:istc of 
time. In his banking life he was daily, throughout the year, 
at his desk early in the morning and the last to Ica,.-e at night. 
He ·was eminently conservative i.o. all his ideas and most closely 
allied with the customs of the more rigid past. He often re
ferred to the time when he had to work ei:rtcen hours out of the 
tw·enty-four and deprecated many of the inno,ations of fater 
days, which seemed to him a rcla.'ting of those stern convictions 
of old. 

ttUpon entering bis career as a banker he, denied himself all 
interest in outside speculations and operations which he had so 
thriftily and laboriously utilized to acquire the fortune which he 
had made in trade. He believed that a banker wn.s a public trustee. 
Consequently, with rigid ideas of liberal honesty :md integrity in 
th:tt trwt, he m:unt:tlncd thnthehndno right to implica.tc others:o 
intcrcsts, which ,vould necessarily follow his pnrticipation in 
outside speculation. With n. fortune prh-:i.tely Ill!lde in l:ind 
deals he accordingly refused to opcrntc in real estate ; he con
.fined his business to lcgitimn.te banlug. . 

tt U nostentatious generosity to the deserving was a chnrcteristic 
of l\Ir. Bln.ir. It hnd :ilways been his custom to care for the 
sick :tmong the cmploycs of his large bank~ aiding the families 
in their illnesses and helping to bury their dead. At Christmas 
they were all remembered with gifts of money, which were dis
tributed according to the needs, rather than with regard to posi
tion or the salary earned. 

« In personal habits and dcmcanor, ~Ir. Blair was pl-lin and 
old-fushioned. He generally ,·oted the rcpublic:m ticket, but 
did not mingle in politics. He wnsnot a church member, while 
a regular attendant at Trinity Episcop;tl Church. He died in 
the peace a.nd quiet of his home, as he had liYcd. In more th::m 
a half century of uuremitting energy, with the record of ne,er 
having had a. mortgage recorded ~~st him nor a piece of 
paper protested, he has left a. reputation for shrewdness and 
absolute diligence and integrity in a rigid business life." 
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"Tl1c rcsi<lcncc of tl1c late Ch:mncy B. Blair, Xo. 1611 
liichiz:m .A '\"'cnue. was crowdccl with those who hnd come to 
nttcntl"" the funernl -yceterday afternoon. So many of the friends 
of the deceased banker were there thnt the upper pnrt of the 
house w':1:3 opened to the throng~ while a line of men reaching 
from the curb to the door stood with uncovered hcn<ls, listening to 
the opening chant, t Rest ye "-~'lry Ones,' given by the choir of 
Trinity Chapel. In the parlor where the coffin lny were scutcd. 
mer whose clothing showed they were or<linnry workmen. 
They hnd c,;dcntly been nmon.~ the mnny to whom l\lr. Blnir 
l1:1d shown kindness in life. Their sorrow was touching. No 
demonstration wns mndc beyond the fact that they wept, an 
C"ridcncc of feeling men rnrcly sho,v. 

f! The Right Rc,ercnd Bishop Cheney of the Reformed Episco
pal Church conducted the sen·ices. A ftcr the first chnnt he 
rend the chnpter of St. Pnurs Epistle to the Corinthians tliat is 
embodied in the burial sen-ice of ncnrh- :tll churches. Then the 
choir sa.ng, t .J esu~, Lo'\"er of )ly Soul.°' Bishop Cheney offered 
prayer, and in the n.bscncc of an address touched upon the merits 
of the dcc~ed. asking that others would ' Go and do like";se.' 
t .Abide with l!c' was sung by n. quartet from Trinity Church; 
n.ftcr the rc.1.<ling of n psalm by the Bishop, Cnrclinn.I Newman's 
hymn, o: Lead Kindly Light,' was sung." ( Oltica90 Tribu,ne, 
February 2, 1891.) 

CJL\-C~CEY' BUCKLEY BLAm married in )tichiga.n City, Ind., 
.June 11, 1844, Caroline Olivia De Groff, daughter of Amos 
and H:trrict (Sleight) De Groff, who ""as born in Poughkeepsie, 
~- Y., .A.upi~t 7, 1822, <lied in Chica.go, December 5, 1867; 
he died in Chicago, .Tau.nnry 30, 1891. 

Thev had children : .. 
1. CIIA~CEY .JcsT1s~8 born in l\Iichig::i.n City~ April 6, 18-15. 
2. HARRIET 0LIYIA., born in )Iichigan City, .Jnnu:u-y 30~ 1847. 
::;. GEORGE GmF1-·n., boni in )Iichi~ran City, :\larch lfJ, 1849; died 

.June 9. 1870. 
4. 1YILLI.\)t STrnso~, born in )Iichig:m City, December 20, 1850; 

died lfarch 5, 187 4. 
5. !I.E..'.RY A.t:Gt:STCS, born in )Iichi:;::m City, July G, 18.52. 
6. WATSO~ FIU..'-KLL"'-, born in l\Iichigan City, .January 29, l~-1. 
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~L'l"'lL\X5 BtAtn. wru; born at Cortlancl, N. Y., Nov-. 9, 
1815. Twenty-one years ago he came to Chicago from )Iichi
g:m City, Incl. At )Iichignn City he ·was in the grain and 
,•to"nrchou~c business :mu :im:issed a considcrnbfo fortune. He 
rcmo,;ed to Chicago and went into the flour nnd grocery busi
ness nt fir~t. It wn.:s wnr times and people with money doubled 
it f.1.St. • • • • SL,:: yc:irs ago he dropped businc:;s and went 
nbrond. For 1'vo years he tr:n.-ellcd :md rc::;ted, a.nd e,;cn when 
he rcturncd he took a long rest. • • • • • · The decc.'lSe<l, 
besides bciug a large stockholuer in the l!erchnnts' Xntionru. 
Bank, wn.:s largely interested in the North Chicago Street Rail
way, the South Chicago Street Railway, the Chamber of Com
merce, the Traders~ lnsur-.mec Co., the Chicng-o Gas Co., and 
n dozen other local corporations.-( Ckica90 Tbnes, Sept. 26, 
1883.) 

t! Tbe death of l\Ir. Blair ~1.used a gencr-.11 c..,"Prcssion of sor
row on 'Change an<l. in banking and businc.ss circles, where 
he wns unh·crsully esteemed for sterling integrity n.nd business 
capacity and his cheerful anu agreeable manners." -( Clticago 
T-ribune.) 

tt )Ir. Blair was president of the Chnmbcr of Commerce and 
a hc:ixv stockholder in the licrch:mts' National Bank, of which 
his br~ther, Chauncey Blair, is president. • • • His estate 
is bclic,·cd to be worth over a. million dollars. He lc:1.Tcs a large 
fumily who hold high social rank. "-(.Yetc 1' .... orl: lVorld.) 

tt ... .\.t the Board of Trade the death of )Ir. Blair causeu a 
good dcnl of c.~citement. The effect of the news on ~change 
was to C.'1.use a lively break in the provizsion markets. Grain 
w:is not affected by the report, :J.l3 the call on most of the cereals 
had passe<l.-(~,-ew Yori: Sun.) 

" ,vith sorrowful. hc.1.m and tender h:incls, the friends of the 
late Lnnan Blair laid :1.wa'C" his fast rcm:tins vcstercfaV' after-

~ 'J ~ V 

noon. Bishop Cheney rend a lesson from the twentieth chap-
ter of I. Corinthians, and then in substance spoke as follows, 
in the most impressive manner : t 1'here are some men who 
die as the acorn falls from the oak at ni~ht, und arc soon for
gotten. by c,·cn their own. houscholu. There arc others who 
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die :is the onk itself-with its bro:id and friendly brnnchcs ns :i 
protection, and to which other lil'cs cling for health. Such :i 
life w~ this one of whose memory we no,\· speak. I come not 
here to pronounce eulogies improper, but rather do I come to 
bc.-irconsolntion to this stricken familV'. Cromwell saiu: 'Paint 
me :1s I :w1, leaving out no wrinkle or scnr.' .Just what this 
mnn's life h!LS been we all know. This brge gn.thering of 
fricncl.5 testifies to the memory of the one t.-.kcn away. In the 
mnn whom we now honor was the pcculi:ir chnracteristic that 
but few of us possess. He hnd grc"J.t e."tccutit"e pew er, nnd 
knew well how· to e.,:ercise tbnt power for grcnt good to his 
fello,t"-mcn. It crumot be said of him th:i.t widow·s nnd orpbnns 
ever mourned by :my dishonornble action on Ji.is part. He bad 
a tender hen.rt, a gentle character, :mcl all the other attributes 
thnt mnke his memory so dear • 

.. In all the ,;cissituclcs of life he has tempered. the sorrows 
ancl made his home n. happy one. He brought gladness and 
and cheerfulness where'rer he went. God docs not alwat"s lend 
in the light ; ofttimes he lends us in the dnrkncss an,1 \\·c are 
constrained to !lSk !lSsist.·tnce, never forgetting the inritation, 
• Grasp my hand.' :r.o_( Clticago Inte,·- Ocean.) 

.. The Tolleston Club, ycsterda.y, passed the following resolu
tions: ~Resoh-cd, th!lt by the death of :\Ir. Bl:iir, tbe club hns 
lost from its membership a most estimable gcntlcmnn, :ind one 
whose kindly spirit and simple courtesy h:iu especially cndca.red 
him to his associntcs. Combining in n rnre degree the quiet 
dignity of age with the cheerfulness and zest of youth, he 
attr:lctcd not only the respectful deference but the wa.rm affec
tion of his friends. • • • ." 

ttThe Chamber of Commerce passed resolutions in view of 
the recent de:ith of its fate president, Lyman Bfair. He is 
pronounced ' one "·ho :it all times was sincere in his profession, 
loyal to hi.a friends n.nd cnrefully considerate of the rights and 
feelings of all, and in ·whom were happily united those qualities 
of head and hen.rt whi(?h gave to him in a large degree the 
ardor of youth with the dignity of age.'" -( Chica.go Ecening 
Journal.) 
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LY)tAX BtAm, a son of Samuel' ( Ilufies, :a RolJert,' Robert1
) 

and Hannnh (Frnry) Blair, was born in Port ,v auon, Cort
land county, N. Y., November!), 1815.. He went to ::\Iichig:tn 
City, Intl., :May, 1836; cst'lblishcd himself in Chicago, Sep
tember, 1863, where he died suddenly September 25, 1883, 
ngccl 68 ycars. 

LYl1.A .. -..;1 Br.Am manicd, ~larch 25, 1851, l\Iary Frnncis De· 
Groff, daughter of .Amos T. and Hnnict (Sleight) De Groff", 
who wns born in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., June 19, 1827. 

Thcv- had children : · .., 
1. E:irn.A JosEPnn;~G born in :\Iicbignn City, l\I:iy 27, I$.j2. 
2. CA-r.OLniE Fr .... \.. .. WES~ born in l\lichigan City, .fanu:uy 31, 1854; 

dic<l December :26, 1873. 
3. )Lun· Il.\..'\-XAn, born in )fichig:in City~ l\I:i.rch 4, 1856. 
4 • .Axx.\. ELIZ.'½ born in l\Iicbig:u City, April 19, 1858; died in 

New York City:- N. Y., A~.--rust 28! 1880 •. 
5. Ll"lI.\...-..;, born in Chicago, April :28, 1864. 

\\ILLIAll1 BLAIR, son of Samuel' (Rufus/ Robert,' Rol>
ert1) and Hannah (Frary) Blair, wus born in Homer .. Cortfo.nd 
county, N. Y., l\fuy 2, 1816. The follo,,.~g selections from 
public prints give a picture of his life : 

tt ,villiam Bl:tlr died suddenly yestcrd:iy morning at his resi
dence, 230 l\Iichigan A '\"Cnue (Chicago), of pneumonia. He 
was one of the ol<lC:3t residents and most successful business 
men of the city, nnd nt one time bend of the largest wholesale 
h.'lrdware house in Chicago. His death was unexpected, :tlthough 
he had been ill some time, and came :ts :i sad surpri~e to his 
friends :md former business associates. The funeral will take 
place at the residence., to-morrow-, a.t :? P. l[ • ., and will be con
ducted bv the Rev. Simon J. l\IcPher~on of the Second Pres-., 
bytcrian Church. 

Of :\Ir. Blair had nearly rC!lched his eighty-first annivers:try. 
He could look back to a. uniformly successful business career 
of more than forty-five year.s in Chic:igo, when he retired in 
1887, contented with his sbarc of the world"s goods nnd seek
ing to pn~ the remainder of his life in quiet enjoyment. .At the 
time ot" his retirement, the firm of "~illiam Bla.ir & Co. was 
said to be the oldest business house in the city. 
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n Few men hnvc been more closely i<lcntific<l with t11e g-rowth 
and prosperity of Chic:ifrO than )Ir. Blnir. He started in busi
ness at De:trbore :md South ,v uter strect8 in August, 18-1-2, 
with a moclest 8tock of b:.mlwnre which represented the first 
store of the kind in the city. His business career began, ho,,·
cvcr, at Cortlan<l, N. Y., in 1832., when be was but fourteen 
ycart- olcl. Four ye:1rs later, his employer, Oren :North, decided 
to open a bmnch store at .Joliet, Ill., and he was sent there to 
mann~c the business. The venture was succc~ful until the col-
1:tpse °of the lnnd boom in 183 7 und with it :i fin:mciru. crn:;h that 
disturbed the "·hole country. ~Ir. Bfair was so well prepared to 
meet it, howc\"cr, that be wa.s able to purchase the stock of his 
employer and continued the business profit:1bly for fh.-c more 
years. Then he transferred his bwincss to Chicago :mu soon 
n.ftcrward was joined by bis brother, Chmmcey B. Blair, then 
livin~ in :\Iichig:m City, Incl. 

n \Vith an increased capit.-tl, the firm enlarged its wholesn.le 
department. The ~clling of iron was mnde a special feature 
and n large \\·arehouse was opened at 95 Lake i:;trect. In 1646, 
l\Ir. Blair bought his brother~d interest and took his brother-in
law .. '1"i1liam E. Stimson, na a partner, the firm name changing 
to Blair & Stimson. llr. Stimson had to retire on account 
of poor health in :i short time and lir. Blair managed the busi
ness a.lone until 1853, when C. B. Nelson was admitted to part
ner.ship. The business then became exclusively wholesale. It 
occupied a large building at 176 Lake Street, which l!r. Blair 
erected. O. "'."'. Belden was admitted in 1856, and in 1865 a 
l::trgcr building was put up by the firm at 179-181 Randolph 
Street, to accommodate the growing business. Tl1is remained 
the l1cadquartcrs of the firm until the big fire of 1871. Before 
the ruins had ccn.sed smoking, the firm was installed at 30-32 
South Canal street. 

~Less than a year after the fire, lir. Blair had re-built a five 
story t1tructurc at 172-174-176 Lake street and, shortly after, 
erected a larger and a finer building on the old site in Randolph 
street. At this time, the firm name of 1Villiam Blair & Co. 
represented the most profitable hard ware trade in the west .. 
l\Ir. Blair was one of the fust men in the trade to realize th:i.t 
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a chnngc ,~:is to come to the west in the methods of selling tl1c 
product of hardware and cutlery factories, by concentration in 
jobbing firms in the larger cities in the interior. Acting upon 
tltlti, he made contracts with leading English firms, which resulted 
very profitably. 

ff "rhcn lle retired, in 1886, his successors "·ere Horton, 
Gilmore, :l\Ic,Yillinms & Co., a firm composed fargcly of the 
remaining partners organized ns a stock company. .Among 
business men he was pre-eminently distinguished for exactness, 
carefulness nnd conscientiousness. He always cndcn.~ored to 
be just, nnd his character for probity, businC:3s honesty :md 
thorough integrity was without a blemish. In his prh·ate life, 
he wns knmrn. for his modest and retiring nature. • • • • • 

~ The Blair residence on llichigan avenue is one of the old
est in the city. It was built by l\-Ir. Blair in 1855 and has 
been the home of the family from tliat .time. He w:is fond 
of trn~cl and made sc~eral extcnsh·e tours in Europe. He was 
acti\"C in many financial :md philanthropic enterprises while 
continuing to direct his business. For years be wns trustee 
of the Lake F orcst U nh·crsity. He was one of the mnnngcrs 
of tl1c Presbyterian Hospital, the Protesmnt Orphan Asylum, 
the Home for the Friendless, and a prominent supporter of the 
Chicngo Historical Society. He was nlso a member of the 
Union League Club. He wns connected with the 7\Ierchants' 
National Bank as a. director from the date of its Or!r.tnizntion 
in 186.5, antl, when the Atlantic :mcl Pncific Tcle~ph Com
pany of Xew York was organized, he was a director. He 
~en·cd as a director of the Chic.1.go Gas Light and Coke Com
p!llly for se,·crnl yc:irs after it wns formed. Pre,ious to 1855, 
he wns :m attendant at Trinity Epkicopal Church, but in 1859 
he joined the Second Presbyterian Church :ind became a valua
ble supporter of all its institutions."-[From t1'e Ch:icago 
Time1J-Herald, l\fo.y 11, 1899.] 

. 
~ From his Scotch ancestors :\Ir. Blnir hnd inherited a remark

ably h:trdy constitution and id~~ qf business integrity which 
,verc shared by both of bis brothers. It was the boast of the 
three men, after they had built up large business interests, that 

7 
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no m:m ever lmd suffered through their prosperity. The names 
of the three brothers were :tlways synonymous ·with conscrva
ti,·c business management nnd the strict~t honesty."-[ 011.icago 
Tribune.] 

n .Among business men lir. BL-iir wn.s known ns very con
servath·c and as a man of the most sterling chnr.icter. • • He 
wns benevolent according to his me:ms, and from the time he 
c:ime to Chicngo be was a subscriber to :i.lmost every deserving 
charity." -[ Chicago E ven.ing Post.] 

tt l\Ir. Blair was possessed of lll:lny sterling qualities. He 
,~ generous and public~spiritctl, and was cYer ready to ad'\o93.D.Ce 

the city's interests."-[Clticago Record.] 
tt Willfom Blair w:is buried yesterday at Graceland Ceme

tery. Funeral sen-ices were held in the afternoon at the family 
re~idence, 230 l\Ii~"3.ll avenue. Re1,·. Simon J. l\IcPherson, 
pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, made an address: 
f In these days of rushing city life, modem improvements, spec
ulations and ostentation, the value of a modest n.nd retiring life 
like that of ~Ir. Blair is conspicuous. By rea.son of his modesty 
many were not fully aware of the godliness and innate refinement 
of his life. • • • He h:is been the benefactor of many ; an 
honor to this city; and his finished career, a joy to all of us, will 
remain as :i great,; sweet legacy.' Dr. ::McPherson spoke of 
l\Ir. Blair's many charities which invariably were unostentatious. 
Re,. James G. K. l\IcClure, president of the Lake Forest 
Tiniversity, offered a short prayer and then made a fe,v remarks, 
paying a personal tribute to ~Ir. Blair. 'It w:is not many 
yc:i.rs ago,' be said, 'that I would h:i.Te been reluctant to 
confess that I loved any man, but in my acqu.-unt:mce "ith 
)Ir. Blair I learned to love and venerate him deeply. In times 
of trial he answered my appeals in an une.."tpected and unosten
t:Ltious manner that went straight to my heart.' The quartet 
of the Second Presbyterian Church sang r Lead Kindly Light' 
:md several other pieces. Among those who sent Horal designs 
to testify their esteem were C. H. l\:lcCormick, l\Irs. George H. 
Pullman, l'Irs. C. B. Farwell, l\Irs. Henry Eames and l\Irs. 
Remy W. King. The pall bearers were l\Ir. Blair's nine · 
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nephews, Chauncey J. Blair, "\Vatson F. Bfair, Henry A. Blair, 
John Keely, Chauncey Keep, Cyrus Adruns .. John F. Holland, 
E. G. Shumway and Page Ballard."-[From the Ohica90 
Tribune.] 

Notices more or less c.."ttendcd appem-ed in some twenty or 
thirty other news]'.'apcr:3 in N C\V York, Cincinnati, St. Louis, 
St. P:ml and other cities. 

WILLLUI, BLAm married in Lyme, Huron county, Ohio, 
June 21, 1854, Sn.rah l\fo.rfa Seymour, daughter of John :md 
Sarah .Atherton (Thn.cber) Seymour, who ,ms bom in Ridge
field, Ohio, July 3, 1832. He died in Chic:igo, l\fuy 10, 1899. 

They had children : 
1. WILLLU16 SEDIOt:n, born in Chic:igo, l\hy S, 1856; died Decem

ber 19, 1861. 
2. EDWARD TYLER, bom in Chicago, No'"em·::,er 23, 1857. 

~"Y ELIZA I BLAIR, daughter of Samuel' ( Rufits, :i Robert, :r 
Rohert1

) and Hannah (Frary) Blair, was born in Cortland, 
N. Y., November 28, 18:20. She married (1) in Cortland, 
October 15, 1846, ,villiam Enos Stimson, son of Orin Stim
son, who was bom in Cortland, }larch 4, 1824, died in .l\Iichi
gn.n City, December 23, 1850; she married (2) in Cortland, 
No~ember 6, 1856, Elenzcr W. Densmore, son of Rev. George 
Densmore, who was born in Paris, OnoncL-ig:i. county, N. Y.,. 
Jone 11, 1820, died in Chica!?'O, N ovcmber 5, 1888. · 

William Enos and Ann Eliza 1 (Blair) Stimson h:id : 
ORIX BL.\ma STDISOS, born October 25, 1847; died JanU!ll'J" 

1, 1849. 

Eleazer W. and Ann Eliza6 (Blair, Stimson) Densmore h:id: 
C,\.ROLIXE BL,UR6 DESSltOR~ born .Tuly 15, 1861; m:mi.ed in 

Chicago, December 27~ 1S9-l John Fr:lllcis Holland, :1 lawyer 
of Chicago, who came from Milton, l\I:iss., w:is gr:idll:lted :it 
Harvard. 

DE WITT CLD"TON 11 BL.Am, son of Sylvester• (Rufu,l!, 3 

Robert,: Robert1
) :md Nancy (Lyman) Blair, mis born in 

Cortland, l\I:irch 15, 1822. He was a merchant; removed in 
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1838 to Atlanta, Pennsyh·ania, thence, in 1841, to Columbus, 
Pcnnsyk:min., where he nmns~cd :t. fortune and g:tYc up actiYc 
pursuits scYcrnl yen.rs before his decease. 

DE "· 1TT CLI~"TOX6 Bt..\m mnrricd in Columbus, December 
2S, 1~ 1 

- • EYruinn .A. Walton, daughter of Daniel and Roxalina. 
W ult 1 , • who was born in Columbus, April 6, 1828; he died 
Fch1• ::iry :27, 1893. 

·:·11cy had one child: 
Eorrn ALLDt/ born February 15, IS.31; lll!lmcd E. S. Royce and 

remo\"cd to '\Yest.field, New York. 

GEORGE' Br..un, son of Sylvester• ( Rufii...~, 3 Robert, i 
Robert1

) ruid Nancy (Lyman) Blair. We quote from the 
Daily Flyer, a newspaper ~sued in Corry, Pcnnsyh-anin., of 
:i\Iarch 14, 1899: tt George Blair died at noon at his home on 
Plca.sant Street. He was one of the best known business men 
-0f this section. His business c:i.reer here and at Columbus C."'C

tends over :i. period of more than forty yea.rs. His integrity and 
'\"ery plensing personality through so loi:ig a period of acth·e life 
made for him a ,·cry large circle of friends, who will grieve to 
learn of his death. He was the youngest of three brothers • 
.After hi~ futhcr's death his mother married J olm .J uclson, when 
the family came west and settled at Columbus. l\Ir. Judson 
sometime scrred :is one of the judges of ""r arrcn County. 

~ .About 1850, with his oldest brother, De "'."itt Clinton Blair, 
he opened a general store in Columbus, and for more than thirty 
years did a farge general business there. .After they dissolved 
partnership George Blair engaged in the dm~ business for 
several years. Then be sold out and went to Tennessee in a. 
fand enterprise with }Ir. Hom. _.\.bout fifteen yC:Lrs ago he 
returned and soon removed with his family to Corry and engaged 
in the drug business on First .A.venue; later, he bought the 
Parlor Drug Store of Shannon & Hill and, for a time, conducted 
the two stores, his son John becoming a partner ; but the busi
ness finally concentrated at the Parlor Store. About four years 
ago, they sold out to S. H. Hill. He was a good citizen, who 
took rui nctive interest in public affairs; an upright, honorable 
man :md an interesting, companionable associate." 
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GEOl!GE' BLAm married in Columbus, Pennsylvania, Febru
ary 5, 1S55, Emily Calista Farnham, n. daughter of John and 
Irene (Franck;) Farnham, who was born in Columbus, July 18, 
1831; he died in Corry, l\Iarch 14, 1899. 

They ha<l: 
1. C.\.m:IE R., 4 who wns born )farc:h 25, 185G; married ( 1) October 

20, 1875, at Columbru:, l\Ierritt Pardee, who died .January 31, 
lSSG: she married(::?) nt Corry, .June 6, 188!.l, Frank Williams; 
sbe bnd children : 1, Paul B.-:- Pardee, born October 4. I 87 G ; 
2, Vir¢nfa. Parifoe, born .July 8. 1881: 3, Lucile ,v-tllinms, 
born l\fuy 20, 1880; 4, Louise ,vnliams, born January 17, 
1892. 

2. Jon.." Sn.YESTEr., born .January 8, 1858. who resides in Corry. 
Ile married, Octol>er 18, 1880, Mary Yn.tes. 

They had clu1dren : 
I. .Mol/9 G.:: born September 24, 1881. 
2. George Yates, born .J::muary G, 1885. 
3. Jolm S9lr:ester,junior, born .August G, 1891. 

HID."'RY B.' Br..ur~ son of Syh·cstcr' (Rufus,3 Robert/ 
Robert') and Nancy (Lyman) Blair, was born in Cortland, 
New York, .. July 20, 1834. He practised dentistry; removed 
to Athens, Pcnnsyh·:mia, in 1838, thence to Columbus in 1841; 
in 1884 went to· Corry. He mnrried, liarch 20, 1869, ::Mrs. S .. 
D. Burroughs, widow· of Dr. F. R. Burroughs, and cl:iughtcr of 
Van .. Julius nnd llatild.'1. l\Ierriam, who wn.s born in Columbus, 
l\fo.rch 2, 1835. 

They had: 
· NELLIE,G born No¥ember 24, 1872; died December 28, 1893. 

RonERT1 BLAIR, son of Sherman' ( Roberl., 3 Robert,= Rubert1 
) 

and Grace (Burke) Blnir, ,¥as born in New Haven, Conn., 
Octoher 16, 1813. He was soon n.ssociated with his father's 
concern, n.nd the :firm beca.me Blair, Bodwell n.nd Bowditch. 
He is described by one of his friends as ~ a man of singul:trly 
lovable character, with a. fineness and. delic:icy of feeling seldom 
to be found ; gentle, g-eni.-11 and courteous, a perfect gentleman 
of the old school. He carried his immaculate conception of 
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right and justice into his business, :md his dC!l.Wlgs were charnc
terizcd by the strictest integrity and honor." He married, in 
N cw Haven, October 15, 1846, l\fury E. Burwell, daughter of 
Benedict Burwell, born in l\Iilford, Ct., July 15, 1823. He 
died in New Haven in 1892. 

They had children : 
l. l\lARY J.," born .July 22, 1847; died FebJ'tl!lry 4, 1878. 
2. EDDIES., born September 29, 1850; died December 18, 1855. 
3. C~\.m .. JE RonEttTs~ born October 28, 1852; died .April :Jo. 1856. 
4. ROBERT E., born September 29, 1865; died October 25, 1872. 

J OHS l\I. • BLAm, son of Sherman' ( Robert, 3 Robert, 1 

Robert') a.nd Grace (Burke) Blair, ,ms born in New Haven, 
l\furch 4, 1825. He, too, ,vas associated with his futhcr~~ busi
ness, :md h:is cnrried it on for a. long period of years. He 
m:trricd in New York City, .. J:uu.mry 3, lti60, Delia, daughter 
of Robert K. Beach, a native ofN cw Haven. He died childless. 

GEORGE How.ARD6 BLAm, son of Sherman' (Robert, 3 Robert, 1 

Robert1
) and Grace (Burke) Blair, ,~as born in New Haven, 

February 3, 1829. He married, June 6, 1860, Lucie J. 
Benedict, who died December 4, 1889 ; he died April 10, 1886. 

They had: 
AATIIEimiE HowARD,5 born in New Ihven, September 26: 1864. 

J~ums BonwELil BLAIR, son of Sherman:' ( Robert,' Robert/ 
Robert') and Grace (Burke) Blair, w:1s born in New Haven, 
April 4, 1834. He enlisted in the 27th regiment, one of the 
three months' regiments raised in Connecticut during the Civil 
war; w:is '"'ounded at the battle of Fredericksburg, contracted 
malarial fel"er in the Virginia. swamps, which so undermined his 
strength that he died after a long, lingering illness, September 
5, 188.2. He married, November 13, 1881, l\Irs. Antoinette 
Sperry ; no children born to them. 

~ ELLSWORTH~ BLAU".., daughter of William' (Asa,' 
Robert,2 Robert1

) and Emily (Welles) Blair, was born in 
Westfield, l!ass., 1817; married 1838 Major William Warren 
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Chapman, who wrui born in Springfield, lfass., 1814, died in 
Fort l\Iunroc, October 1859; she died 1881, Columbia, S. C. 
l\Iajor Chapman w:is graduated at West Point, 1837. 

They had children : 
l. WILLLUC BLAIR8 C1-1AML\..'i, bom in Buffalo, N. Y., 1840; 

Ill!lrricd .Jesse Rankin from Glasgow, Scotbnd,-:md had: 1, 
Jesse Bfo.ir7 Clul.pm:m! born in Corpus Christi, Te."ClS; 2, 
Helen Preston Chnpin:m, born in Corpus Christi, Te.--ms; 8, 
William Warrcn,..Ch:ipm:m, born in Corpus Christi. 

2. HELF-,._ BLAIR CIU.Plf.\..'o. born nt Fort Brown, Tens, 1842; 
married, 187S, Ellery 1\Ietcalf Brayton, born A~"USt.a, Georgia, 
1844; they had children: I, l\farion Paine• Brayton, bom 
1879; 2, Helen Isabell Brayton, born ISSI. 

WELLES Eu..swORTH11 BL.Am, eon or William• ( Captain 
.Asa,3 Robert\ Roberl1

) and Emily (Welles) Blair, wns born 
in ,vcstficld, :Mass., July 1, 1819. He was a lawyer and 
farmer; after 1849 removed to lfonasha, ,visconsin. He 
married in Bangor, :Maine, October 30, 1849, Lucy Bartlett, 
c'hlughter of Thom:is and Lucy French (Cummings) Bartlett, 
who ,TILS born ttnear Oldtown, l\.Inine," April 19, 1822, who 
resided with her son in N cenah, Wis. ; he died in lienash:i, 
August 6, 1886. 

They had children : 
I. ElDL\ HELE~/ born in lieruish:t, September 12, 1851, and is a 

h"br:ui::m :1.nd editor in the State Hi$torical Societv at l\Iadison. 
Wisconsin ; gr.idnate of Ripon CoUege 187 4; post graduate 
of Uni\"'ersitv of W-ISconsia 1894. 

2. TIIOlL\.S B.u:TLETT, born in ?ticnnsha, NoYcmbcr 3, 1S53; unm. 

JoJIN R..n"ltO~,,• Btu\IR, son of Rel"'. A.s.1.• ( Captain Asa,2 
Robert,2 Robert1

) and l\Iyr.:i. (R:iymond) Blair, was bom in 
Kent, Conn., 1815. He was :i. funner and tea.chcr. He married 
in Kent, 1841-2, Lucinda. Lee, of Kent; he died l\:Iarch 1879, 
:iged 64 years. ' 

They had children : 
1 •• Tom; J;\.s.\,S born .July 1843. 
2. l\b-it..\. A., born March 5, 1846. 
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l\far.IETTA" BLAIR, daughter of Luther• (David,, Robert,' 
Robert1) nnd Emblem (Pcrldns) Blair, was born in Becket, 
i\fay 16, 1800. While physically frnil, she possessed more tlmn 
ordinary mental ability. Of :i. bc:mtiful Christi:m chnrncter, her 
father found in her more than n. dnughter-:i wise counsellor at 
all times. For some years she t.·mght in the cl1,trict school and, 
later, in Ne\\· York. She married, .January G, 1831, Jooatl1nn 
Ames, who was born in Becket, l\fay 24, 1805. She died 
Janunry 1835. 

They had children : 
1. E:1tuLEll6 .AltES, born in Becket, .1.\~1T11st 5, 1832. 
2. l\fanrETTA A:lrns, born in Becket, September rn, 1S35. 

i\L\RTIX LUTJIER' BLAIR, son of Luther' ( David, :i Robert,• 
Roberti) and Emblem (Perkins) Blair, was born Fcbruruy 11, 
1804, in Becket, i\Iass. He married, July 29, 18213, Lucy 
Smith, who was born in Bl":ldford, l\I:iss., July 3, 1S06. As 
her p:i.rents died when she ,v:is but three years old~ she was 
taken by :i. family by the name of Alma ; she died September 
23, 1851 ; he died October 9, 1884. 

They had children : 
1. LCTIIER A.,8 born December 10, 1826. 
:2. GEORGE W., born l\fay 31, 1S28. 
3. Lucy h"N, born .J:muary 5, 1S30. 
4. WI!\--rnuor E., born December 1, 1831. 
5. S.utAll .A., born .August 17, 183.'3. inAmherst, O. 
6. FRANKLIX H., born )!arch 16, 1835, at Rochester, Lorain Co., 0. 
7. ELLE..'- .A.. born .July 13, 18:36. 
8. LUKE P., born l\furch 22, 1838. 
9. Cn..\ItLES A., ·oorn January 6, 1840, in .Rochester, Onio; died in 

the army. 
IO. EllILY A., born l\.Li.y 6, 1843. 
11. 1\L\RT A., born .June 20, 184.5. 
12. Jons L., born .. \~.-rust 30, 1847. 
13. }LutGARET L., born .August 7, IS.50. 

R.u.PH El!SK:D.TE5 BLAIR, son of Luther' ( David, 2 Robert,• 
Roberti) and Emblem (Perkins) Blair, was born l\farch 31, 
1808. Soon after his m.arri:tge he removed to Newark, Ohio, 
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where he engaged in teaching. Failing health c:tuscd him to 
rcmo,·e to Orwell, Ohio, where he uicd. He mnrricd in ,v orth
ington, ~Inss., :\lay 14, 1837, Sophronia Smith, who ,,as born 
in Peru, :\:lass., November 23, 1808, died .August 7, 1883; 
he died Xo-rembcr 1851. 

They liad children.: 
I •• Joax ,Y1Lsox,t' born in .P:u-1..~ Ohio, l\furcb 18~· 1$!}9. 
2. )L\RY LocISE, born in New:ll'k, Ohio, September SO, 1842. 

CALEB P.Er.Krxs' BLAIR, son of Luther' ( David, 2 Robert, 2 

Robert') and Emblem (Perkins) Blair, "~ born in Becket, 
l\Iass., April 5, 1810. He married in Becket, April 23, 1832, 
Lucretia, daughter of Levi and Lucretia. Knox, who was born 
in Blandford, August 25, 1814. They removed to Ohio. 

They had children : 
I. HARRIET N'EW"ELL,8 born Febrn:u-y 11, 1833. 
2. LUTIIEI: LEVI, born in Chester, :\lass., .July 4, 1834. 
3. GEORGE ADELBERT. born in Chester, .Jnnu::u-y 11, 1840. 
4. Ih.'\"RY PERKn-s, born in Rochester, Ohio, .April 30, 1850. 

H..uoxo:~rr6 Br..~ daughter of Luther' (IJa1:id, 2 Robert,: 
Robe-rt') :ind Emblem (Perkins) Blair, was born in Becket, 
.J unc 25, 1814. She was assocfo.ted with her sisters, :Mrs. ~Imy 
B. Bell and l\Irs. Amanda Clarke, in the crusn.de work in Ohio 
in 1873 n.nd 187 4, :ind wn.s also closely identified with )!rs. 
Hannah B. Lew-is :ind l\!rsr Hn.noah Tracy Cutler in their noble 
work. She married in Rochester, Lorain County, Ohio, Samuel 
Wildman Rowfand, who was born in Souto. East, Putm:tn 
County, N. Y., .June 25, 1814. 

They had children : 
1. l\L\RY A. G RowL.\XD, born in Cbrksfiel~ 0., .July 22. J 8~5. 
2. WrLLIA:U: IL RowL~-r>, bom in Rochester, 0 .. April S~ 1837. 
3. CAROLIXE A. Row·L.i\."-D, born in Rochester, 0., Nol"ember 29, 

1841. 
• 4. ED3tOXD H. ROWL.:\.'\"'1>, born in Rochester~ o~ _.\pril 10, 1S4:l. 

5. E,·EL~E .A .• ROWLAXD, born in Rochester, 0., .January 29~ 1S47. 
6. TuADDEUS H. Rowl.A.."-D, born in Rochester, 0., October 20, 

1853. 
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A.lL~"DA 6 BL.UR, dnu~htcr of Luther• ( David, :s Robert, s 

Robert1) and Emblem (Perkins) Blair, was born in Becket, 
lfass., .July 22, 1816. She spent the most of her married life 
in l\Iount Vernon, Ohio, where she w:is ever nctivc ir. the church 
and the reforms of the day, ginng her special attention to the 
temperance cause. She was one of the charter members of the 
Daughters of Temperance ; Inter clu:u1:er member of the Second 
Lodge of Independent Order of Good Templars in Ohio. Still 
l:ttcr, she filled the office of Sta.tc Sccrct.,uy of the Grand Lodge 
of Ohio for two yea.rs. She was also one of the officers of the 
R. Q. G. L. 1V'hile attending one of the annual meetings of 
the R. W. G. L. in H:iroilton, Cannda, in 1858, shew:is called 
to take the plnce of the presiding officer in his absence, a. posi
tion not often given to women :it that time. She was also deeply 
interested in the Gr:md Crusade work which sprung up in 1873, 
and h:is ever been a lea.ding worker in the ,v omen's Christian 
Temperance Union, an outcome of the Crusade work. She 
maniecl in Rochester, Ohio, .July 20, 1836, Thadeus L. Clark, 
,\"ho was born in Redding, Steuben County, N. Y.; June 11, 
1811. 

They had chilclren: 
1. T1IA.DE'CS EcGESE11 CL~ bom in Mount Vernon, Ohio, J Wle 

23, 1837. 
2. .A Sox, born in Mount Vernon, September 27, 1839; died S!lm.e 

<hv. . 
3 •• JEROllE Cr.AUK, born in Mount Vernon, December 21, 1840; 

died Febrn:i.ry 6, 1841. 
4. AI.o:-.zo CLARK, born in Mount Vernon, December 27, 1841; 

died June 27, 1842. 
,5. .Jon...,_ CLARK, born in l\Iount Vernon, May 19, 1844. 

1.-Lurr PEmaxs1 BLAIR, da.ughtcr of Luther' ( Darid, :s 
Robert,' Robert 1

) and Emblem (Perkins) BL'lir, was born in 
Becket, August 3, 1818. She became :m earnest worker in 
the early Crusade movement, 1873 ; for ID!lDY yea.rs was a 
prominent laborer in the prohibition campaign in Kansas, :is the 
organizer and president of the ,v omen's Temperance Union in 
Topeka.. For many years she was the m:itron and solicitor for 
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the Kansas City Home for Friendless Women and Children, 
which was in Sc:trmooth, and did much towards aiding the 
sufferer:3 during the grasshopper rage in Kansas. She rc:3i<lcd 
quite a long while in 1V cllington after her second m.i.rringe, on a 
farm in the north-west pn.rt of the town which "ITTl.S known ::tS the 
depot of the Underground R:illway, by which fugiti\"c sfo.vea 
made their way · to Canad:t. She "Tote for a suffrn.ge pa.per 
called ~The Lily," which was issued fortyycarsngo. Amongst 
her printed writings ,-ms a book c:illed tt Ten l\Ionths at the 
South, or }Iy Uncle's Family." During the late years of her 
long, busy career, she devoted herself to painting, rcceiring 
pupils when she ,vns ,,,ell ndvnnccd in life. She e\"er took an 
ardent interest in tracing and recording her genealogical rela
tions and left a valuable collection ::,f family mn.ttcrs which her 
de~otcd daughter, }Irs ... Jennie J. Goodwin, took infinite pains 
to complete. l\Irs. Smith tt was a woman of gre:i.t mcnt:tl 
c:ipn.city and wonderful ability, :tn artist of great merit :is well 
as an authoress. Her constant aim in life ,ras to gl:idden some 
poor heart either by a cheering word or by act of kindness." 

lL\RY PERKIXS~ B~\m married ( 1) in Rochester, Ohio, .John 
Johnston Bell, who w:is born in Newbury, Vermont, .June 19, 
1808, a son of W"tllia.m Bell and grandson of Colonel Robert 
Johnston of Nc,vbury.. He died )lay, 1841; she married (2) 
at Oberlin, Ohio, July 1, 1847, Daniel, son of Joel and :Nancy 
Smith, who ,v:is born in Sandisfield, :\!ass., February 27, 1799; 
she died December 9, 1894. 

Children of :Ofo.ry P. and John J. Bell : 
1. GEORGE W .. \SH~GTO:SG BELL, born in Ashbnd, Ohio, June 19, 

1839. 
2 •• JID.-sIE Jo~sTos BELL, born in Rochester~ Ohio, Dec. 19, 1841. 

Children of l\fury P. Bell and Daniel Smith : 
3. ]LutY lL a S:uITB", born in Wellington, Ohio, October 5, 1S-19. 
4. AlL\..'\-OA SlrITu, born in We~nton, l\furch 4, 1S54. 

; 

W ILLLUI HE..,'"'RY' Br.Am, son of Luther• ( Dai·z"d,' Robert, 2 

Robert1
) and Emblem (Perkins) Blair, w.i.s horn in Becket, 

September 26, 1820. He enlisted in the ·3d Company of 
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l\Iiliti:t, and wns mustered into service in Columb~, Ohio, 
November 1862. He joined his regiment nt Nash,·illc, Tennes
see. He was taken prisoner nt the battle of Stony River on the 
last of December thnt same year, and hel<l there twenty-eight 
days. Thence he was sent to the Parole Camp at Camp Chase, 
four miles from Columbus, Ohio, where he rem:uncd until he 
was exchanged and sent to his regiment at ,v oodvillc, .A.lnba.Illll.; 
from there he marched to the battle at Lookout l\Iountn.in; 
thence to Knoxri.lle, Tcnncsec, to recei'\"'c Burnside ; from there 
they marched to Scllico Plains, on to the Blue Ridge !llld do,m 
to North Carolina. They were sent back to Columbus, where 
they recruited the troops nnd fought their wtiy into Atlantn., 
Georgia. Thirty-five miles below that city he had a sunstroke, 
·:md ,vns carried to the hospit:3.1, whence he was discharged in 
1865. 

He married in Rochester, Ohio, April 15, 1840, Lucin:t, 
daughter of Samuel n.nd Zelpha (Smith) :Mann, who was b~m 
in Penfield, Xew .Jersey, October 15, 1824. 

They ha.cl children born in Rochester, Ohio: 
1. .ADLAm,C born l\fuy 7, 1841. 
2. U DOR.\, born .J:inuary 25, 1844. 
3 •. A1a- u ·t.A, born October 26, 1848; died Febroary 27, 1864. 
4. '\lLLl,U~ born l\fuy 19, 185-1. 
5 • .A.snLET, born l\fuy 27, 1860; died l\Lirch 9, 1864. 

ac.--x,w' BLAIR, daughter of Robert" ( .. Joseph/ .Joseph, 2 

Robertt) and Betsey (Harrington) Bfo.ir, was born February 
19, 1793. She married, October 31, 1832, Thomas Chamber
lain, of ,v orcester, l\Iass. "General Thomas Ch:i.mberlnin wns, 
for many yea.rs, selectman ; was the first president of the Common 
Council when 1V orcestcr became a city ; was seventeen years 
Crier of the Courts of the County. He died in Worcester, 
September 5, 1.P,55." 

They had children : 
I. DOR..\ CH.\.ltnERLA~G, born February 1 O, 1834. 
2. TnOlIAS Cn..umERLAIX, born June 4, 1835. 
3. Ro»En.T Ho.RACE ClL\.lIBERLAL~, born June 16, 1839. 
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RonEnT HoP,..\CE 11 BLAm, son of Hornce' ( Ro!Je1·t, 3 .Josepli, s 

Robert1
) nnd Rebcccn. ('Viseman) Blair, wns born in Sa,·annnh, 

Ga., April 10, 1828. He wu.s nbout four years old when his 
father rcmo,·cd to ~!neon, Ga. In the spring of 1833 his father 
tra.Yelled by stage to the town of Xil:5e, Z\Iich., thence to ";-nsh
ington, Ill., where his father opened a store for the snle of gcnernl 
merchandise.. After the <lcnth of his father, in 1838, Robert 
Horace, ,V"ith his mother nnd little si:itcr, who wns hut t\vo years 
old, started for N cw England. He went to the homestead m1d 
li'\"cd there ";th hi8 uncle, Charle8 Blair, who bequeathed the 
place to him. This l1e mnnngctl until 1863, when he migrated 
to ~Iinncsot:i ; thence to Saint Paul, from there to Keokuk, 
Iowa, "·here he engaged in the photogrnpher~s business. 
Indifferent health caused his remornl. to Delaware, where he 
tried to carry on :t peach farm. .As his family did not receive 
benefit from this change, he returned to ,v orccster, where he 
now resides. 

Of rul the li,·ing desccnd:mts, lie remained nearest the home
stead nn<l tl1crcby inherited mnny of the family p:ipers, and lms 
kindly allowed their use in the compilation of this work, while he 
has taken an acth·c, unwcnried interest in procuring all possible 
information townrtls a fuller record of his ancestors. Our thanks 
arc due to him for his ever prompt response to all cn.lh, made 
on him and for the pni.ns l1c has taken to ,·cri(v all points. 

RoBEI!T Hor:ACE& BLAIR married, NoYcmbcr 30, 1854, Lucy 
l\Ichitablc Lyon, who w:is born in Xccdham, )lnss., October 
31, 1832, died ~January 31, 1885. 

Thcv 1rnd children : ., 

1. Cn.\r.LF.S L'rox.G horn :\farch j, Hti6. 
:?. GEOJ:GE HExi:r. born Januan- ~1. lSJS: died :Xo.-cmbcr 22. 

~ .. ., . 
1875. 

3. E::i.r:11.\ Euz.\BETn. born April 16, 1S61. 
4 •• JosnuA lli:owx, born .Tune :?G~ 1SG9; mnrried ,Tune I.5. l ~99, 

.Jennie :\fan<l, <laughter of .Xdl and lsnbelle ()IcColl) )fac
«1uarrie, who was born 1:37:2 in Port 11:.istingi-~ :Nova. Scotia. 

• 

Acsnsa, BLAm, son of George' (Robert,"' Pioscpk-: Robert1
) 

and R~oda (Blackmun-l\fa.nn) Blair, was bom in Caroline, 
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Ne"· York, February S, 1818. He wns gmdunted by Union 
College, Schenectucly, N cw York. rt His father felled the :first 
tree, built the first log cabin :md burned the first log henp in 
Tompkins County, w·hcrc be settled in 1809 :md lh·cd for si..'U)" 
ycar.s in the same spot until he died at the age of 84~ He pos
sessed a good early education, improYcd it by constnnt rc:id
ing, nnd his naturnlly strong mcnt:nl powers remained with l1im 
until 11~ death. Conscientious, sagacious and upright, 11c had 
the fullest confidence of his neighbors ; benevolent and religious, 
he "-ns one of the first to ndvoc:1,tc the abolition of slavery and 
thanked God be li\"ed to sec it accomplished. 

l\Ir. BL.ur~s mother, whose maiden nrune was Rboda. Bbck
man, wns a worthy compnnion for so good a mnn. Her death 
,\411:3 universally regretted. The two sleep together in the soil 
of the old homcstc:ul. 

Ausns1 BLAIR inherited the energy and force of character 
of his p:ircnts. He labored upon a hard and perhaps unfruitful 
soil in a rigorous climate. He rccch·ed a thorough primary 
education mid started the study of Latin at the age of sixteen ; 
he was studious :ind, of necessity, cconomic:tl. He prcp:ired 
for college at Cazenovia Seminary and entered Hamilton Col
lege, but in his junior year, attracted by the great reputation of 
President Nott, he changed to Union College (Schenectady), 
from which he was graduated. 1Yhilc there, he joined in a 
rcyolt :igainst secret societies. He w:i.s admitted to practice in 
the Court of Common Pleas of Tioga County, N. Y ., in 1841, 
and in the snmc year, remo¥cd to .Jackson, ~Iicbig:m ( then 
J:lcksonburg). He ,ras a ,vhig and advocated the claims of 
Hcnrv Cln.,.,-. He was elected a member of the lower house of 
the state ligislature in 1845 and in 1847 was a member of the 
J udicia.ry Committee and rendered efficient service in the revis
ion of the genernl statutes, also made :m earnest report in favor 
of abolishing the color distinction in the elective franchise, the 
same ground that he eyer since held. This displea.scd a large 
section of the ,vhig party and c:iusccl his uefe::it at the ne..,ct: 
election. In 1846 he found himself opposed by a strong cle
ment of his party on the issue then made, but in less than ten 
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years the growth of the anti-sl:wery sentiment overwhelmed that 
p:irty. In the 1Vhig National Con,·ention of 1848, nll resolu
tions of an anti--sfavcry character were tabled. l\Ir. Cln.y, the 
favorite of the northern wing, wn.s dcf eated nnd General Zachary 
Taylor was nominn.tcd. This severed the Inst ligament that 
held l\Ir. Blair to bis party. He joined the Free-Soil move
ment nnd ,va.s a member of the Buff.-tlo Convention and of the 
Committee of that body which nominated Van Buren and 
Admns. In 1854, both the ,V'hig nnd Free-Soil pn.rtics in 
l\Iichigan were merged in the Republican party, which was 
formed "under the Oaks" at Jackson on the 6th of .July. 
l\Iost of )Ir. Blair's old associates had ad,,..anced to his position. 
He ,\"ns a. member of the Committee on Platform, of which the 
late Senn.tor HO\vard was chn.irman. 2\Ir. Blair ,rns elected 
Prosecuting .Attorney for Jackson County in 1852, :ind in 1854: 
was chosen to the State Senate. Ee held the position of par
liamentary lcacler of his party b. the Senate. He ,ms a 
member of the Republican National Convention tb!l.t in 1860 
nominated 2\lr. Lincoln for President, though as chairman of 
the delegation and as representing the sentiments of his party in 
::Michigan, he strove earnestly for the nomination of 1Y m. H. 
Seward. He was nominated :ind elected Governor of :Michigan 
in 1860 and re-elected in 1862. His term embraced the four 
years, commencing January 1st, 1861, almost the entire period 
of" the war. He "·on the popular sobriquet of "the ,v :tr Gov
ernor." His official acts arc public hb~ory.. His confidence in 
the success of the Union cause and his earnestness and zeal are 
indicated by his messages to the Legisfo.ture and in various 
orders issued ~'!"Om the office of the Adjutant General of the 
State. Some of the results of his labors were shown in the 
90,000 men furnished by Jiichigan to the Union armies. Go\"
cmor Blair~s attention to politics always made serious inroads 
upon bis pri\"atc business. His political crunpaigns were c:tpcn
eive, and made by personal c:mvas, speaking night and <lay. 
His duties as Go¥crnor occupied his entire time, while his salary 
was really nominal. He rc'tired from office fairly impoverished, 
verywearyand, to:i.greatextent, un:6.ttedfor legal work. In 1867 
he was elected to Congress from the 3d ~Iichigan District, was 
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re-clcctccl in 186!3 and 1871. Ile wns earnest in support of the 
me:tSnr~ of his p:1.rty during his congrC$sionn.l terms :mu n mem
ber of import.1.nt committees. Hi: growing diss:itisfaction with 
the Grnnt administration culminated in an open rupture by his 
moving in the House an investigation of the N a'T department 
in connection with the payment by Secretnry Robeson of the 
Secor claim. In 1872 he C.'lme out openly nsa,inst the :u.lminis
trntion and actively supported Horace Greely. Since the close 
of his congressiomu term, :March 4th, 1873, he has devoted 
himself to his profe:,sion, tuking but little part in politics. In 
:ill his dcruings with his clients he wns scrupulously honest and 
would undert.'lkc a e:tse for a poor man as soon as he would for 
a rich one. He never pushed for his pay and many clients, it 
is said, hnT"c taken advantage of that fact not to pay him at · all. 
Austin Blair wns a man of uncompromising honesty. During 
the war he wns frequently npproached by ngents of railroads 
who made tempting offers of reward, providing :Michigan troops 
were sent over their respective roads, etc. He would not travel 
over sucb roads in his journeys to and from the front which 
were frequently m:ide during the entire ,var • 

.A.s a.n orator and statesman, Go\"ernor Blnir stood in the 
front rank. His eloquent expressions and convincing argu
ments electrified audiences throughout the Northern States. In 
the spring election of 1885, :l\Ir. Bln.ir was chosen Prosecuting 
Attorney for Jackson County for the second time, standing nti a 
candidate after much persuasion. He was elected by a tremen
dous majority, carrying nearly every township in the county. 
He was elected Regent of the Unil"ersity in 1881. The religion 
of the Governor• cent~cd in the Golden Rule. 1'7ien in 
health, he nttended the U nitari:m church and frequently deliv
ered addresses from the pulpit in the absence of the minister. 
Governor Blair's age was seventy-si."C years, fifty-three of which 
were p:issed in .Jackson. 

He w:is ~arried in Seneca County, N. Y., in February, 1849 
to Sarnh L. Ford, who survives him. 

He le:1.vcs, beside the ,...-idow, four sons, George H., Charles 
A., Fre<lerick .J. and Austin, .Jr., a. sister, l\Jrs. Sar-.ih (Blair) 
Lyman, "';dow of Daniel Lyman, who resides with her daugh-
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ter (~{rs. T •• J. Camp) on a farm just ,vest of Jackson, and 
t\vo brothers, William H. and Robert Blair, residing at Fre
mont and Omalia, N ebrnskn, respectively. 

The funeral will be held from the late home at three o'clock. 
The services will be simple, in keeping with the ideas of the 
Governor, who deprecated pomp and display. The family re
ceived many telegrams of condolence from Governor Rich, Gen. 
Russell A. Alger, E.,;. U. S. Senator T. W. Ferry and many 
others of prominence throughout the country. .A meeting qf 
the Citizens was called this morning by l\Iayor Brooks to take 
action on account of the death of E."t. Governor Blair. Gen. 
W. H. Withington suggested a public meeting be held, also 
that a Committee on Reception be designated. 

From th.e Jac~on Daily Oitizen • 

.AusTN BLAIR, married (1) February 18, 1841, Persis Ly
man, who died January 29, 1843; he married (2) :May ~5, 
1846, Elizabeth Pratt, who died April 28, 1847 ; he married 
(3) February 16, 1849, the widow Sarah Louise (Horton) 
Ford, who died July 3, 1897; he died At1o"11St 6, 1894. 

By his first wife : 
1. GERTRUDE,11 born February 17, 1842; died September 12, 1842. 

By his second wife : 
2 •• JA.ltES Ho"TER, born and died in 1847. 

By his third wife : 
3. GEORGE H&.,-uT, born April 10, 1850. 
4. NELLT, born October IO, 1851: died .A¾"USt 14, 1S52. 
5. C1u.nLES A-csTix, bom April IO~ 1854. 
6. FREDERICK .J., born December 15~ 1860. 
7. AtisTn; Tna, born January 27, 1864. 

8 
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GEORGE .ADELBERT' BLAIR, son of Caleb Perkinss ( Lu.tner,' 
David,3 Robert/ Robert') and Lucretia (Knox) Blair, was 
born in Becket, ~Toss., January 11, 1840. He was a lad of 
tweke years of age when the family removed to Ohio, and :fif
teen when they settled in Wisc·:>nsin, in 1855. In 1865, he 
went to ,v atcnille, 1Vis., and, with his father and brother 
Luther Len, engnged in the grist mill business with L. Z. 
Rogers and Asa \V aitt, and this led to an inv~~eut in and 
man:igement of a fine lumber yard. He w:is elected sheriff of 
La Sueur County in l 8,80 n.nd sen-ed two years. In politics 
be was a rcpubliC:lll and stood at the front in the councils of his 
p:irty, scn-ing on mnny import:1.nt committees. Governor :Xel
son nppointcd him on the State Board of Equalization for this 
J udici:tl District, which position he held t\vo years. On his 
retirement from the office of sheriff, he, ,nth his son, entered 
the h..-ird,vare business. rrmen hut twenty-:fi,e years of :ige, 
he joined the Saknt:1h Louge No. 32, A. F. and A. ir., :ilso 
the "~ascca Lodge Ko·. 41, I~. of P., and ,Vaten.-ille Lodge 
No. 180, I. O. O. F. He w::is also a member of the State_ 
Y ctcrnn l\fosonic Lodge Enc:1mpment and the Rebecka Lodge. 
In all of these he took an :icti~e interest and sen-ed as l!n.stcr 
of the l\fasonic Lodge, Chancellor Commander of the Knights 
of Pythias and Secret:iry of the Odd Fellows." 

He married in Lowell, l\Iass., ~Iiss Lydia Rounds, :ind died 
in 1Y ntcn-ilJe. ' 

They had children: 
HERBERT E,7 
Daughter, married J. E. Willi:mis. 
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)Im.,_\ .A..• Bt..\114 dnughter of John$ Raymond (Rev • .Asa," 
Oapt • .Asa,:S Robert/ llobert 1

) and ~Iyrn (Raymond) Blair, 
was born in Kent, Conn., ~Inrch 5, 1847. She married in 
Ne,v York City, October 22, 1874, Rev. Emerson Jessup. 
They resided in N cw Haven, Conn. 

Thev had children : .. ., 

1. Eow· ARD ElrERSOs7 JESstrP, born October 29. 1876. 
2. ELEA.."'°OR R.\Y)IOSD JESSUl", born Ma.y 23, 1878. 
3. ALEX:A-"'°DER .JESsrP, born October 22, 1880. 
4. HAROLD BLAIR ,JESSUJ.", born Februa.ry 18, 1882. 
S. :M1,t,\ A. .JESsur, born October 2, 1884. 

Tluo£Us EuGo'"E• CLARK, son of Thadeus L. Clark and 
Amanda' (Blair) Clark, "~ born in :'\Iount Vernon, Ohio, 
June 23, lt>37. He began his medical studies at the University 
of l\fi~fT3.D. at Ann Arbor, then went to Ohio to complete his 
course, and received his diploma. from the Cle\"el:md Homeo
pathic Medical College. He was practising medicine at lfiddlc
town, Ohio, when the Civil war began and he entered the naval 
service, becoming first assistant surgeon on the gunboat Naiad, 
of the )Iississippi squadron. Later he was transferred to the 
gunboat Estrella. of the Gulf squadron, and ,v-~ honorably dis
charged at the close of the war, but with shattered health. 

DR. TH..\DEUS EuGESE8 CLARKE married ---. He died 
at :\Iount Vernon, Ohio, l\.fo.rch 17, 1898. 

They had children : 
l\lA:aY,7 m:uried --- Peterman. 
JESSIE. 
TIIAD. 
Facn~. 

Eow~ P~EAS' CROSBY, son of Caroline$ (Samuel," Ru
fus,~ Robert,' Robert1

) Blair and Parker Crosby, ,rn.s born 
in Cortland, N. Y ., December 1, 1831. At Cedar F:ills, Iowa, 
August 8, 1863, he enlisted in Company B, 31st Regiment of 
Iowa Infantry Volunteers of se\'"en months' men, under Capt. 
Robert Speer. The regiment was sent in transports from 
Davenport down the river to liemphid and Arkansas, and later 
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joined the command of Gen. Grant in the expedition against 
Vicksburg. Before the surrender of Vi~burg, he, with his 
regiment, took part in the battle of Fort Hindman ( or Arkan
sas Post) where 5,500 rebels were taken prisoners and sent to 
Camp Douglas, in Chicago. The battle was fought J anun.ry 9 
or 10, 1863. Although on the aick list, he ,vas with his regi
ment at the capture of Vicksburg, July 4, 1863. He received 
his certificate of discharge on the 15th of July, 1863. He was 
never married, and died January 2, 1894. 

L1."'lrA.""i BLAIR• CROSBY, son of Caroline• Blair ( Sam·uel',. 
Rufwl, Rohert', Robert1

) and Parker Crosby, was bom 
September 11, 1835. At the outbreak of the Civil War, he 
enlisted in the 87th Indiana Regiment and was in General 
Rosecrans' _.\.rmy of the Cumberland.. He was severely wounded 
at the battle of Chickamauga, -,.·hicb disabled him from further 
service. He had receh·ed a. commission as captain. 

l\LutY ELIZA• CROSBY, daughter of Carolinea Blair (Samuel', 
Rufus~, Robert', Robert1

) and Parker Crosby, was horn July 
2S, 1S41. She mnrried, in Chicago, l\Ia.y 11, 1871, John 
Chamberlain Neely, son of Ale..~ander and Jane (Chamberlain) 
Neely, who was born in Belvidere, Ill., August 28, 1840. 

~ .John Chamberlain Neely entered as prirnte in Battery I, 
1st lliinois Volunteers, Light Infnntry, February 1, 1862; was 
promoted to Quarter-:\foster Sergeant; was commissioned 
Junior 2d Lieutenant, to date Febmrnry 10, 1862; as Senior 
2d Lieutenant, }Iay 5, 1862; Senior 1st Lieutenant, June 16, 
1863; as Captain, Febrnary 10, 1864. This Battery was 
organized. at Camp Douglas, Illinois, mid mustered into the 
United St.-ites scn·ice February 10, 1862 ; moved to Benton 
Barrncks, :Missouri, :March 1, 1862; thence to Pittsburgh 
Landing, Tennessee, April 1; assigned to Sherman:os 5th Di
vision, army of the Tenne~sce, Battle of Shiloh, April 6 and 7, 
1862. Re ,vns detached from the Battery and assigned to duty 
as Acting Ordnance officer of the 5th Dirision of the Army of 
the Tennessee, on the 'staff of General ,v. T. Sherman, from 
May 2 to December 24, 1862, and on the same staff to July, 
1864:. 
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He w:is in the ndv:mce on, and nt the siege or Corinth, :Mis
sissippi, from .April 26 to 1\Iny 30, 1862. Marched to l\Iem
phis, Tennessee, June 1, when they orgnnu:ed nnd he was 
pmced in charge of a gcnernl depot of ordnance supplies for 
the army :md Department of Tennessee. This c..~ensiYe repair 
shop nnd storehouse was the only supply nnd rep:iir station be
tween St. Louis :md X cw· Orleans. 

He participated in Grant's central llississippi campaign of 
November nnd December, 1862; in the operations at Young's 
Point, Louisiana, :md nt l\Iilliken's Bend for the reduction of 
Vicksburg, and in the flank movement of General Grant to the 
renr of Vicksburg, Big Bmck River, l\fuy 17, 1863; at siege 
of, assaults and surrender of Vicksburg, from l\fuy 18 to July 
4, 1863. During the siege he held headquarters on a steam
boat on the Yazoo River, .supplying from that point a greater 
part of the :unmunition used by Grant's army. Ordered to 
)!em phis July 28, and in charge of a depot at that point till 
July, 1864. Rejoined Battery I at N:ishvillc. .Assigned to 
duty a.s Inspector or Reserve Artillery, Army of the Tennessee, 
l\Iilitary Division of the l\lississippi from October 4, 1864, to 
February, 1S65. In the battle of Nashville, December 15, 16, 
1864. In command of a park of forty Batteries, Light Artil
lery. Rejoined Battery at Eastport, l\Iiss. Attached to 
Hatch's 5th DiV!5ion, "\Vilson's Cavalry Corps, l\Iilitary Divis
ion of the l\fississippi, till .July, 1865. On duty at Eastport, 
and Iuka., l\Jississipi, till .July. }lustered out at Chicago, 
July 26, 1865, and honor.i.bly disclmrgcd from scnice.'' 

.John Chamberlain Neeley and wife l\fory Eliz:i.' Crosby had 
children: 

1. .Jons C:r:osnY~ .NEELY. horn in Chicago. M:i.y 26~ 1872. 
:2. CARP.IE BLAIR NEELY. born in Chicago •• T:lllu:iry 24, 1876; :i 

member of the Society of the O.nighters of the Revolution. 

C:w:uxCEY Jusros• Br..uR, son of Chauncey6 Buckley 
(Samuel\ Rufiu?, Robert'', RoberlJ) and Caroline 0. (De 
Groft) Blair, was born in l\Iichlg:m City, April 6, 1845. 
After courses of study at the N ormru Department of Wabash 
College, Racine College Scientific Department, he · became 



SIXTH G~"EIUTIO~ IX A:\IERICA. 

clerk in a bank. In 1866 went into partnership of the firm of 
Culbertson, Bfair & Co., which '\,;18 dissolved 1876. Became 
Vice-President of the llerchnnts National Bank of Chicago 
January 14, 1879, President liarch 2, 1891. With his sister, 
l\.Irs. Harriet (Blair). Borland, and his brother, Henry .A. Blair, 
he donated to Trinity Church in Chicago a Parish House as a 
loving memorial of their deceased fu.ther .. 

Chauncey Justus' Blair married in Chicago, October 26, 
1882, .i\fo.ry Anne Italia l\Iitchell, who was bom in Alton, 
Illinois, December 18, 1855, a daughter of William Hamilton 
and l\Luy Anne (Kelly-Small) i\fitcbell, who ·was of Scotch 
ancestry. The l\Iitchell family have been prominent for many 
years in banking and railroad management, in Chicago and in 
the State. 

CHAUNCEY J usros' :md l\'Luy A. I. (l\'litchell) Blair had : 
1. lTALL\ l\lITCHELL,7 born October 27, lSSS. · 
2. CIIA~CET BUCKLEY, born A°c-"11St 18, 1886. 
3. 1\IlLDRED l\IITCHELL, born .June :?O, 1SS9. 
4. WILLLut MITCH.ELL, born l\fu.rch 13, 1893. 

HARRIET Om' B~ d:iughter of Chauncey Buckley• 
(Samuel", Rufus3

, Robert2
, Robert1

) and Caroline Olim · 
(De Groft) Blair, was born in Chicago, January 30, 1847. 
She married in Chicago, A~"Ust 28, 1877, John Jay Borland, 
son of John :md Katherine (T:apper) Borland, who was bom in 
Ev:ms, New York, October 31, 1837. 

John Jay Borland wns also :r. lineal descenrumt from one of 
the sterling Scotch families th:it had first sent its scion into 
Ulster County, thence to N e,v Hampshire, there to join the 
multitude which moved along through northern New York into 
the thrinng towns of the '\Vest-while by his mothers side of 
the house he ,ms of the lineage of the Tuppers of Bnrnstable 
County, l\Llss., one of the o!dest families of the Statc,.and of 
Governor Thomas l\fo.yhcw, who with his sons g:tl"e life-long 
service to governing the Island of )fo.rtha.'s Viney:u,i, theirs by 
right of purchase, and to ' humanizing and christianizing the 
Indians. He w:is, also, rucin to the Green family, of Rc,olu-
tionary f.une. • 
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He volunteered in the 27th Witieonsin Infantry, Company A. 
He wns promoted from the ranks on the battle field for bmvcry 
and \\"US commissioned 2d Lieutenant. NoYembcr 21, 1865, he 
received the grade of 1st Lieutenant. His regiment ·was sent 
to Vicksburg, June 4, 1863, where they remained until after 
the capitulation. Thence, they marched to Helcnn, Arkansas. 
August 13 they were transferred to Gencrnl Frederick Steele's 
command, Third Brigade, under Colonel Engleman, of the .43d 
Illinois Third Division, Brigadier General Frederick Salomon, 
Seventh Army Corps, and nssisted in the capture of Little Rock. 
l\larch 23, 1864, General Steele cooperated with General 
Banks in the celebrated Red River e.~pedition. They held at 
bay the whole force under Kirby Smith, 20,000 strong, at 
Jenkins' Ferry, Arkansas, April 30, 1864. Here John Jay 
Borland ,ns se,·crely wounded, and left for thirty-sL"t hours on 
the battle field under a heavy rainfall. For some time it was 
feared his wounds would prove fatal, but his fine constitution 
and indomitable will triumphed. ,Yhile still an invalid, he 
w-as promoted to a captaincy, but before he was strong enough 
to take his command, the final surrender closed the war. 

He returned to Chi~"O and gave his attention to the lumber 
tr:icle, bought lands in }Iichigan ; was a member and treasurer 
of the Ford Rh·er Company; for many yea.rs vice-president and 
treasurer of the Lumberman's Exchange, which, after his de
cease, adopted the following resolution : 

~soZ.ced, That, identified as was l\Ir. Borland for nearly a quarter 
of a. century with the lumber trade of Chicago and the Northwest, his 
life W!\S a bright ex.-unple of business in~f'tl'ity and uprightness, which 
could not fail to impress itself :llld exert an influence for good upon 
all his bu.~ess associates ; elevating the standard of morality govern• 
ing commercial transactions, leading all who were brought into contact 
";th him to form a higher estimate of the obligations resting upon 
business men in their intercourse with each other and no less in t.heu: 
social relations. 

We point ";th pride and satisfaction to the life of our late a..1;soci&te 
aJ, an example of patriotism, in his de,·otion to his country through a 
term of ser'\;ce spent in her defence and of uprightness in his dealings 
with his fellow men, worthy of the deepest study and emalation of all 
men, especially of those younger in commercial life, who could adopt 
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no more worthy standard ns the aim of their business cn.reer than is 
a.1l"orded by the life and exnmple of John J. Borfu.nd as an honest, 
courageous, self~relinnt and juclicioas nu,.n." 

JorrY J.\Y BoRL~"'D married (2) Harriet Olivia Blair, and 
had children : 

1. CnAm.CEY BL.un7 BottLil"D, bom in Chicago, November 26, 
1878. 

2. BRtrCE BoRL.u.."D, born in Evanston, July 31, 1880. 

HD""RY .AUGUSTUS' BLAIR, son of Chauncey Buckler ( Sam
uel,,. Rufus, 3 Robe,·t,' Robert1) and Caroline Olivia ( De Groff) 
Blair, ,ras born in :Michigan City, Ind., July 6, 1852; was em
ployed in the '.Merchants National Bank, in Chicago, from 1871 
to 1881. He married in Chicago, February 19, 1878, Grace 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Irving and )fargarct ('Yilkins) 
Pearce, who was born in Chica.go, November 28, 1852. On 
account of his health, he went to ,vyoming in 1881, where he 
pw-chnsed a cattle ranche, and remained there until 1891, "·hen 
he returned to the bank and became it.s vice-president. 

They had children : 
1. N,\.TALIE,-: born in Chicago •• July 28. 18S3. 
2 •. AXITA CAROL1.-x, born in Chicago, April 5, 1891. 

W .ATSOS Fa.\:,..-xc.n..c BLAIR, son of Chauncey Buckley' 
(Samuel," RufttS,' Robert,' Robert') and Caroline Olh.;a. 
(De Groff) Bfair, was born in Michigan City, J:inuary 29, 
1854. He married in Chicago, November 15, 1883, _.\.lice 
Rose Keep, daughter of ,villia.m and Francis S. (Rhodes) 
Keep, who wns born in Locl-port9 N. Y., October 1, 1859. 
They have spent much time in Europe. He is one of the 
directors of the .Merchants' National Bank. 

The Keep line runs Back to Chauncey Keep of :Monson, 
Mass., 1784, who married Prudence "' olcott, of 1Yindsor, 
Conn., and thus makes a. mnternru descent from Got'ernor Roger 
w olcott, of ,vindsor. 

Watson F. and Alice R. (Keep) Blair had children, born 
in Chicago : · 
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1. BE.\Tr..ICE,~ born September !I, 1S84; died Febru:u-y 22, 1888. 
2 • .ALICE RosE, born in Kenwood, July 11, 1886; died February 

:W, 1888. 
3. WATSO,_ KEEr, born June 6, 1889. 
4. '\YoLcon, born in X ewport, R. I., October 6, 1893. 

ElDL\ JosEPIID."'E1 Bum, daughter of Lymnnt (Samu~l,' 
Rufus,: Robert/ Robert1

) nnd l\I:uy (De Groff) Blair, was 
born in )Iichigan City, l\Iay 27, 1852. She mnrricd in Chi
cago, September 26, 1878, Cyrus Hall A.dams, a son of Hugh 
and .Amanda ()IcCormick) .A.danb;, * who was born in Rock
bridge County, Virginia, February 21, 1849. 

They had: 
C1.-nt:s HALL• AD.UIS, junior, born in Chi~"O, July 30, ISSI. 

}L\Ry !Lo~J\U1 BLAIR, daughter of Lyman~ ( Samuel, 4 Ru
fus/ Robert,= Robert') :ind l\fary F. (De Groff) Blair, was 
born in )Iichigan City, l\Iarch 4, 1856. She married in Chi
cago, January 19, 1888, (.,1muncey Keep, a son of Henry and 
Phebe (:\IcClure) Keep, who was born in ,Vbitcwater, Wal
worth County, ,vis. 

Henry Keep, his father, "-:is born in Homer, N. Y., in 1820, 
and ~ was a lineal descendant of Roger 1Y olcott, one of the 
colonial Go,·ernors of Connecticut. He attendc<l the local 
district school and Cortland Academy, took the sophomore year 
at Hamilton College, then entered Union College and was grad
uated in 1839. He studied Im,· in a pri~atc office in .. James
town, was admitt.ed to tbc bar and practised for a t-hort time in 
Fredonia. In 1845, l\lr. Keep moved to ,Vhitcwntcr, "'."is., and 
embarked in a general mercantile business with :i\Ir. Philander 
Peck, as Peck and Keep. In 1846, he '"us joined by his brother, 
Albert Keep, who is now the Chairman of tl1c Bonrd of Direc
tors of the North,vcstcm Railway Company. In 1851, the 
firm rcmo¥ccl to Chic:igo and engaged in the wholesale dry 
goods business under the firm name of Peck, Keep & Co., which 
they sold in 1857 and from that time :i\Ir. Keep and his brother 

• A <l:i.u;::htcr or Robert !\IcConnick of Rockbridge County, Yir;ini:i. ()Ic 
Cormick Gcnculogy, p11gc 132.) 
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formed a real estate firm • • • Henry Keep married in 1845 
l\fiss Phebe l\foClure, who died last November, only n year after 
the aged couple had celebrated their golden wedding. He died 
l\foy 5, 1897. "-[ O!ticago Tribune. ~ His father, Chauncey 
Keep, w:is prominent as a member of the New York state legis
lature for a number of years, and was a well-to-do land owner.
[ Cldcago Ei·ening Post, l\foy 4, 1897. J 

Chauncey and l\fary H. (Blair) Keep had children : 
1. 1\L\RGAttET1 KF.F.P~ born October 28. 1888. 
2. H~RT BLAIR KEEP~ born September 25, 18!>1. 
3. !C\TIIARI:SE FnA:SCEs KEEF', born .July 19, 1894. 

LnL~• BLAIR, son ofLyman1 (Samuel,' Rufu.s, 3 Robert,:r 
Robert1

) and ~fo.ry (De Groff) Blair, was born in Chicago, 
April 28, 1864. .After spending four years in the bank of 
which his uncle Chauncey Buckley• Blair was president, he 
took a clerkship in the firm of Wat.son, Little & Co., in Chi
c:i.go, where he remained until linrch, 1889, when he started 
an independent business in the firm name of Lyman Blair & 
Co., which continued until :May, 1891, when he ,vent to Green
ville, l\Ie., and became vice president and treasurer of a n1..1.nu
fucturing conrern. 

LYlL\...""1 Br..u& married in Chicago, July 19, 1886, Comella 
Seymour l\i!acfarlane, a daughter of Yictor ,v ells and Zannina 
Seymour (Nelson) lfocfarlane, who was bom in Pce&,kill, 
N. Y., _.\pril 13, 1866. Their cnrliest known ancestor, Dun
can l\focfarlane, was born in Paisley, Scotfand, and married 
l\fo.ry Anne '\Yhytc, who was born in Crieff, Scotland. They 
migrated to America and settled in New York state, their 
son, Victor ,v cllcs lfocfarlanc, being born in Yonkcrs-on-the
Hudson, while his wife Zannin:i. Seymour Nel8on wn.s born in 
Peekskill, N. Y. 

EDWA:"D TrLER4 BLA'!R,, son ofWilliam1 
( Samuel,' Rufus, 3 

Robert' Robert1
) and Sarah l\L (Seymour) Bl::tir, w:is born 

in Chicago, Xol"ember 23, 1857. ,vas graduated from Y:tle 
College, 1879, and 'ITTlS, soon after, ass.ociated "-ith his f.1.thcr 
in the wholcs:tle hardware :firm of "\Yilliam Blair and Company 
in Chicago until 1888, when the father retired from nctiYc busi-
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ncss. Since that titn~ the son has spent much of his leisure 
in Europe, residing in Pau, France, in the winters of 1889 and 
1891, with his family. There he became interested in the study 
of the life and times of King Henry IV., and this resulted in his 
·writing a history entitled "Henry of N m-·arrc and the Religious 
,vars of France," which wns published by Lippincott, in 1898. 
Later he wrote a short tt History of the Chicago Club " by 
request of the committee. 

EDWARD Tl.9LER1 BI.Am mnrried, l\Iay 29, 1882, Anna Reu
benia l\foCormick, a daughter of ,villiam Sanderson and Mary 
Ann (Grigsby) l\'IcCormick, who was bom in Hickory Hill, 
Virginia, l\Iny 22, 1860. The l\'IcConnicks were connected 
with stirring el"ents in Ulster County, Ireland. tt One of the 
signers of the bumble address of the Gol'ernor, officers, clergy 
aDd other gentlemen in the city and garrison of Londonderry" 
to ,villinm and l\Iary on July 29, 1689, shortly after the siege, 
was James :McCormick, the progenitor of the American family. 
"Among the children in the direct line of discent was Thomas, 
who came and settled in Pennsylnnia in 1735. One of his 
six children wns a. son Robert, born in 1738, in Lancaster 
County ; he manied llartha Sanderson and removed to Virginia 
about the year 1779. His son Robert, born June 8, 1780, on 
Walnut Grove Fa.rm, Rockbridge County, Virginia, had marked 
talents. There appears strong evidence that he hac! invented a 
machine reaper as early as 1809, another in 1816, and in 1825. 
In 1808, he married l\.Iary Ann Hall, a daughter · of Patrick 
Hall. Their oldest son, Cyrus Hall l\.IcCormick, went to ChiC3.oo-o 
and started the ~liest reaper factory ·of that part of the coun
try in 1846, associating with him his brothers William and 
Leander. Cyrus Hall l\icCormick founded and endowed the 
McCormick Presbyterian Theological Seminary in ChiC¾,O'Q and 
after his decease the trustees named it as his memorial. '\Vil
liam Sanderson McCormick, his younger brother, who was born 
in Rockbridge County, Virginia., November 2, 1815, married· 
in June, 1846, Mary Ann Grigsby, a d'lughter of Captni·.,, 
Reuben Grigsby, one of the prominent men of Virginia, who 
resided on his handsome estate called Hickory Hill which lay 
between Lexington and the Natural Bridge. In 1850, William 
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assumed the management of the reaper concerns and much of 
its great and continued. success wns owing to his skill, energy 
and executive ability." (lfoCormick Genenlogy.) 

Edward Tyler• aDd Anna Reubenia. (:McCormick) Blair had 
children: 

1. En~ 1 born l\fuy 5, 1888. 
2. WILLL\.lt l\IcC010ncK, born l\fuy 2, 1884. 
3. Luer 1\.IcC010IICK, born Februarv 14. 1886. 
4. En"'"~\RD SEYMOUR, born May 1, ·1889. 





CAPT. WILLIA~1 BLAIR, OF BOSTON, ~1ASS. 





CAPTAIN WILLLi\.M BLAIR. 

Early in tl1e year 1700, Cnpt. \Villiam Blair was living in the 
northerly part of the city of Boston1 l\fo.ss. December 14, 1706, 
,Yilliam Blnir, mariner, bought of John .Jepson, house-carpenter, 
for one hundred pounds, his messunge fO lying and scituatc near 
l\Iill Bridge Street, so called." ~fay 25, 1711, he bought, or 
hired, in company with Robert Calef, .John Barton and the 
widow :Mnrgcry Simpkins "':ill that wharf and ground on the 
easterly side of Anne street, near the dr:tw bridge, with all and 
singular the houses, tenements, warehouses, edifice$ :1.Dd build
ings~ for 99 years. August 1S, 1713, \Yillinm Blair, "'for dh·ers 
good causes and conditions him thereunto mo,·ing, especially 
for the natural affection which he hath and bem-eth to his son 
Wiliam Blair, an infant, and for setting the messuage in and 
by the limit:; herein e.""tprcssed," etc.~ "'which shall stand for the 
use of the said ,Villiam Blair, his son," etc. In 1717 there was 
an indenture between ,villiam Blair and Daniel Goffe, of Bos
ton, when he bought the mcssuage on .Anne street "'now in 
occupation of Edward l\lasters, shopkeeper, and George Pem
berton, surgeon." In 1726, he paid elc't"cn hundred pounds to 
~!rs . .A.biel and Henry Brightman for o:t all our mcssuage, or 
tenement, in which we now lh·e, with the slaughter house adjoin
ing and other edifices at the southerly end of Boston., on the 
street leading to Roxbury, bounded on one side by Bishop's 
lane by Dr. Cutler's house and land on :mother." In 1727, 
tt Samuel Storkc, of London, sold to "~illiam Blair ground, ware
houses, wlmrf prcmist!S near the great dock called Bcndu.ll's 
Dock, with full libertv to build a crane o,·er Jobn " ... oodman
scy's wharf; 'Yilliam: Blnir to pay yearly for rent one pepper 
com on the Fc:tSt of St ... Jolin the Baptist." 

In 1728, he bought of John Barton and Edward Gray, rope 
makers, their rope walk, commonly cnllcd Harrison,s rope walk, 
and the Bark, Beach and the Flatts abutting, together with one 
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other piece of land tt commonly called the Hole." In 1732, 
Jahecl Brenton, :is executor of the ,vill of Jahccl Brenton, of 
Newport, sold ,villinm Blair his dwelling house in Boston, 
standing on :Marlborough Street, butted by R.'1.wson's Lane and 
Governor's .Alley, which wa.s then occupiccl in common by 
,Yilliam Blair mid .T amcs Townsend. In 1733 he bought an 
estate on Common Street. In 1734 another on Union Street. 
In 1728, Capt. 1Yilliam Blair t! hn.d the liberty of a toome in the 
South ( no,,- the Granary) Burying ground." 

He soon gave up his seafuring life and became a prosperous 
and ,vealthy mcrchan~ owning a large shop on l\larlborough 
Street.. The in,·entory, taken after his death, co-rers se,·cn folio 
pages nnd shows that he held five large estates, a shop, t,vo 
carri¾,n-cs, negrocs, and that he denlt in rare and costly goods, 

· such :is Telvcts, satins .. jewels, l:.,ces, swords, and the like. In 
:&is will, which was drawn June 30, 1735, his relations :ire 
clearly shown and are of Yalue in tracing the £"1lllily. It com
mences with tt I give and bequcnth to my well beloved wife, 
l!ary, the use and improycmcnt of all of my estate" etc., tt she 
paying to my cousin 1Yilliam Blair, son to John Bla.ir of Lon
donderry, N. H., who was son to my uncle D:wid Blair in 
Ireland, the sum of eighty pounds per annum. I give and 
bequeath to my four cousins, .. John Blair, James Blair, Eliza
beth Blair and Rachel Blair fifty pounds apiece. To :\Ir. John 
Phillips son of my "ifc, my lot of land in Rutland which I 
bought of .. Jonathan Sewell. To "\Villirun Blair Townsend, son 
of James To,rnscnd who married one of my wife's daughters, my 
other lot of land in Rutland. • To the minister or pa:,tor that may 
be li;ing of the church or congregation meeting in Brattle's 
Close in Boston, whcreunto I belong, twenty pounds apiece. 
To the poor of the church forty pounds." The remainder of his 
great possessions was divided between the children of his wife, 
John Phillips, ::\Iary, late wife of .John Clark, Elizabeth, wife 
of Charles Chauncey and .Abigail, \\ifc of .John Erving. • 

Captain "\Yilliam Blair married first, D~embcr 10, 1705, 
Ann Clark, and their son ,villiam wn.s born .July, 1712. The 
date of death is not found. He married second, October 29, 
1718, )!rs. l!ary, widow of Cu.pt. John Phillips of Boston. 



WILLIAii BLAIR, OF FRA11INGHAi1 AND 
SHREWSBURY, i1IASS. 





WILLI.AM BLAIR, OF FRA.1UNGHA..l'1: -il~ 
SHREWSBURY, MASS. 

Among the immigrants of 1718, was William Blair, an elder 
brother of Robert Blair of Worcester. September 29, 171V, 
William Blair of Marlborough~ Mass., sold for sh,ty pounds, 
rig-hts in :1. new township lying between Westborough and 
Worcester, Mass. This was h~ :first known deed; in it, as 
ever after, he styles himself as a trader. On llnrch 16, 1723, 
he bought :1. fifty acre lot in Frnmingh:un, l\I:iss., a dwelling 
house and barn. There he opened a store and became an 
active and successful trnder, mal.-ing a specialty of buying and 
selling lands. March 15, 1728, he bought a lot in Rutland, 
l\,foss. He had some commercial transactions with Capt. '\Vil
linm Blair, the prosperous Boston mercbnnt; owned an estate 
in Shrewsbury, Mass. ; and was plainly on the high road to 
good fortune when his early death closed his career. 

He married, probably in Aghadowey, }fary Gray, a sister 
of '\Yilliam Gray, of "' orcestcr, l\Iass.; he died in Framing
ham and w:i.s buried there August 23; 1724_; she mnrried 
second, January 31, 1726-7, Matthew Il:J.rber of Western, 
now '\Yarren, Mass. January 15, 172_4:..,-;_ the administr:ition 
of the estate of '\Villiam Blair of Framingham was granted to 
his "itlow, Mrs. Mary Blair, she~ with her brother, 1Villinm 
Gray of ,vorcester, giving eight hundred pounds bonds, John 
a.nd Robert Grny standing :is sureties, the whole '"aloe of the 
estate being nine hundred and sLucen pounds. The account 
of l\-fary, sometime wife of '\Villinm Blair, late decc:i.sed, of 
Framingham, no,v the wife of l\Iatthcw Barber of Shrewsbury, 
w:1s rendered, Matthew Barber having purch:u:ed the estate in 
Shrewsbury and taken the children there. 
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William Blair"s estate, distributed .,Jpril 19, 1738-9. 
To :\{rs. Marv BI:ur. J1er tlrlrtl't £:20;i. i. 4. 
To oldest son: ,vmiam, 34 ucres on the northerly part of the home

stead to the value of £309. 1 O. 
To the second son •• John, 5!) acres, to the value of £88. 1 O. 
To the thircl son, Robert, 44 acre.. to the value of £12. 1-1. 

"\Yilli:im to pay to Robert, £35. 13. 8 • 
• John to pay to Robert :20. 00. 11. 
William to pay to S:imuel £68. !>. 1. 
'William to p:i.y to Elizabeth £68. 9. 1 • 

• Tames Boyd wus attorney for Eliz:ibcth Blair. • 
.Tune 11, 17:39. 1Villiam BL-ur :uid ,villiam W"tlt of l\Lirlborough 

ga,·e £100. to settle ,Villi:un Blair"s estate. 

William and }Iary (Gray) Blair had children : 
1. WILLLur. 
2. Jons, born about 1717-18. 
3. ROBERT. 
4. ELIZAnETn, married 1\:Ir. Paterson, went to Londonderry, N. H. 
5. )Lun·, probably died before her father. 
6. SAlnTEL, born in Framingh:im, November 20, 1724. 

(Perhups Elizabeth and )fury were the oldest born.) 

Wrr,TJAlt BL.A~ son of William :md ~fo.ry (Gray) Blair, 
was the eldest of the three sons. In 1733 he was appointed 
guardian to bis brothers. He O\\-ned land in Shre"·sbury, 
W orccster, Jfurlborough and Pelham. In his lntter years he 
became of unsound mind and on l\Iay 26, 17 58, Robert Bar
ber of Worcester was made guardian. April, 1746, one-half 
of William Blair~s estate wns sold to pay his debts; in 1747 
he petitioned for leave to lay out the balance in a farm, as ,vil
liam Blair's family live<l in Pelham; there was a farm of eighty 
acres which William Blair's widow desired to purchase; April 
8, 1756, John Sm:agc and John Blair thought the furm could 
be bought for £600. 

Willi:im Blair married l\Iary Alc..'Ulldcr, a sister of John 
Alc.""tander, of Pelham, l\fass. 

1Villiam' and l\fo.ry (Alexnndcr) Blair had: 
1. Daughter, born in Shrewsbury, )furch IO, 1743. 
2. Son, born in Shrewsbury, June 19, 1745. 
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:J. Daughter, horn in Shrewsbury, Febru:iry 22~ 17(47?) 
(Recor(l-. of the town were torn in part.) 
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1YIJ .. LIA:'.\t:- a mi.uor in .June 14, 17G~, when he chose Da,id Hus
ton, of Pelham, his guardian • 

.. Jons BLAIR, son of ,Yilliam nnd ::.\Iary (Grny) Blair, was 
born about 1717-18. :\larch 29, 17 48, he bought of " 7illiam 
Grny, husbandman, of Pelhn.m, )Iuss., tl~irty :tcrcs of land in 
Pcllmm, which town hntl been principally settled by men from 
the North of IrcfanJ : l\fatthew Grnv sent to Ircl:md for n. min
ister to come among them, in 17 41. This brought over the 
Rev. ~Ir. Abercrombie, who wns their· first ordained pastor • 
.. John Blnir rcmol"cd from Pelham to.Peterborough, K cw Hamp
shire, where he died, )larch 9, 1780, aged 63 yem-s. He mar
ried ( 1) Nancy· Brown, of Groton, )lass .. ; he married ( 2) 
Eli7.n.bcth Freeman. 

They bnd children : 
I. l\L\RY. born )larch 4. 17 49: married R:ind:i.11 ?\fe.Alli.~ter. 
2. W1LL1.u1, bom )fuj· :W. 1,;i0; served in the Revolution; mar-

ried December 2, 1787, Eliz:ibeth. d:lughter of Tholll:l.S Little. 
3 • • Jons-, removed to .Ne,,· York. 
4.. NAXCl", married --- ,vnlard: lived in Westmin!.ter, Yt. 
5. l\L\RG,UtET, m:irried --- :l.Iixcr; lived in Brattleboro, Vt. 
6. SA:\['CEL. 

7. GEORGE
S. ~'-!t..\. 

ROBERT BL,\ffi, 80D or William :ind :'\Iary (Gray) Blair, in 
1724 chose his uncle, l!r. Robert Blair, of w· orccstcr, :is his 
guardian. Soon after this, he must hnvc gone to " .. orccstcr 
and lil"cd w·itb his uncle .. who t:tu~ht him the ,veaver·s trn<le. 
Severnl deeds arc signed by him us Robert Blair, the 3d, weaver • 
• June ::28, 174$, Robert Blair, 3d, wcn,·er, sold to Luke Brown 
land in Shrewsbury, )ln.ss., which was part of the estate of his 
deceased father, 1Yilliam Blair of Fr-.iminghnm and Shrewsbury • 
.A.bout this time, Samuel Bfair ~ now a soldier in :i regiment· 
under Sir ":-illinm Shirley• at Cape Breton, gave a power of 
attorney to his brother, Robert Blnir, in the settlement of the 
estate of their dccc:iscd father, "~'illiam Blair." 
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Recci\'e<l this 7th day of Novem her, 17 4:7, of 1'[r. Robert Barber, 
Guar<lian to \V'm. Bl:ur, a person non compog. fifty pounrl. seven shil
lin~!.-. old tenor. as I am attornev tom,· brother Samut!l Blair. now nt 
Cape Breton. which sum with ~\"hat £1itl Samuel himself rcc:eivecl of 
said "•lli:lm as in full for said Snmuel"s part of our late father 
1'il1ium Blair"s e-tatc. viz..: two-thircls parts thereof :mcl ing-.ige to 
defend s"cl Barber and the e5t:1te of the said ".,.illiam from :i.ny fur
ther dem:11111-. from s:iill Samuel on acompl of snicl two-thirds of our 
said late i:ithcr·s est:lte a._ .. wittness mv hautl and :,;eal the dav aboves.'lid. 

In pr. .John Chancllcr, } • Ro r-:n: B • ., ( _ 1 ) 
T D n ·• .. T L.\.n... se.u • • , ames orm:m. 

Worcester. ss.. November 7. 17 -1-7. P\.Ohert Blair. the above, acknowl
e1lgcd this instrument to be his free act and deed in his cap:i.--ity 
:uorcsaid. nforesaid. 

Before me. .lolm Chandler, .JtL.;;t. Peace. 
Worcester~ Xo,·cmber 7~ 1747. For the pre,·cnting all dispute and 

th:it justice may be done~ I herehy acknowledge my brother \Yillium 
Blair fonnallJ· paid me my full p:i.rt and portion of our lute father 
Wm. Blair"g estate, '\"id, of two-thirds p:irt thl!reof u.s wittnes~ my band 
and ~cal ye da,· abo,·e said. I b:l\in•~ iormerlv (tlven a Dischat'!!e • • t:o • e ::-
which is im J Lard. 

Test .John Chandler, } RonERT BLAU'... (se:i.1) 
.fames Dorman. 

Worcester,~., .:..Vuvml,r 7. 1747. Robert Bbir, the third, acknowl
edged the abo,·e-written to be his free act and deed. 

Before me, .John Chnndler, .Just. Peace. 
Xovember n. 1747. 

Received nnd accorilingly Entr<l and Exa.mincd Pr • 
• J. Chandler, r~gr. 

RonEI:T BLAIR 3d, will was as follows : 
In the name of God! Amen. the Sixteenth of )farch. 17 4-1. I Robert 

Blair of Billeri~ fo the County of l\Ii<lcllescx and province of ).e )fos
sac:husetts b:iy in New England. yeoman. be"ng under ,·ery weak and 
Low Circumstances of body but of perfect mind and memory, Thanks 
be given unto God. Therefore calling unto llind the )Iortality of my 
body and knowing that it is appointed for all men once to die, ?tfuke 
and ordain this my bst will and Testament, That is to say, Principally, 
and first of all, I ~ve :md rt-comencl m,· Soul into the hands of God 
that ~"3\"e it: and my Body I recommend to the Earth. to be Buried in 
decent Christian Burial, at the Discretion of my Exccutri~ :Nothing 
Doubtin~ but at y~ gener-.11 Resureccion I shall Recci\"e the Same ~~ 
by ye .Almighty Power of God. And as touching Such 1Yorlclly Es-
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tate wherewith it bn.s plcnscd God to bleAA me in thi5- life, I give and 
dispose of the Same in the following manner n.ncl form. Imprimis I 
give and bc11uc:ith to }\farg.1.ret. my dcnrly beloved wife, all, and Sin
gular my Household Goods, Bills, Bonds, :Xotc.-s. debt.'-, dues or De
mu.ncl-. wbntever, and nll movc:i.h]e effects. to her proper use~ benefit 
and behoof, duriug her life, :ind to be dh,posed of nt her deeea:;e 
.According to her will and pleasure. An<l likewise I Constitute her 
(my wife as above) to he my Sole ExecutrLx of this m:· last will :ind 
Testament. .Aud I do hereby utterly 1li-.allow. rc,·oke, and disnnull :iU 
and every other former Te..,;tament.;. willsJ legacies, :m<l Beque:,;~ and 
this and no other to be m,· b..;t will and te.-.tament. in witneBs thereof 
I have hereunto set mv h:md :ind Seal this dav and ,·car Above ,,-rit-. ~ . 
ten: 

Signed, Scaled, etc. 
William McDowell. 
Helender l\lc Dowell. . 
Alexander l\IcDowell. 

m, 
ROBERT X BL.\IR. 

)l11rk. 

Sworn, April 28, 17 46. 
Inventory taken in Billeric:i. )farch -1, 17 4--5. 
Amount of person:il property, £47~ 17s. Gd. 

l\Irs. ~fo.rgaret Blair's will wns dated at Billerica, l\Iay 16, 
1749, entered June 12, 1749. In it she mentions her sister's 
daughter, :\Iargnret Picque, gives her all the householtl furni
ture; ncphc,,-, Robert lliller, no\\· living in Londonderry, N. H., 
giYes him a gun antl money if he lh·c "0 attmn the ngc of 21 
yea.rs ; in c:isc he die before that, her estate to be divided 
between Captain .. James Gilmore, of ,Yindham. X. H., ::Marga
ret Picquc and George Bourne, of Billerica., and ,vmiam King, 
who now lh·es "•;th her. 

Her invento11· was tnken June 16, 1745, amount £434 18s. 

SAJIUEL BLi\m, son of William and :\fo.ty (Gray) Blair, the 
younge~t of the family, was horn in Framingham, No,·cmber 
20, 172-!. April 16, 1747 ttSnmucl Blair, formerly of 
Shrewsbury, now a soldier at Cnpc Breton, in :i regiment com
manded by Sir ,villiam Shirley, appoints his brother, Robert 
Blair of Worcester, weaver, his attorney to receive all sums of 
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money due to him in the hnnds of our brother William Blnir. 
Sworn before 1Yillinm Solomon, .Judge Ad,·ocntc of Louisburg." 
('\Vorccster Co., )fa:5s., Dectls, Yol. 23, p. 175.) February 23, 
1749, Samuel Blair of Broo'l-ficlu, l\Iass., In.borer, deeds to 
Robert Bnrbcr of 1Yorccstcr, clothier, rights in his mother's 
ponion of land in Shrewsbury, late widow of William Blair. 
(Ibid, vol. 28, p. 38-1.) N,, r.:hcr record hns been found. 



THE BLAIRS OF NEvV HA~IPSHIRE. 





THE BLAIRS OF NEW HA.i."IPSHffiE. 

In tbc ft Records of the To,m of N utficld," yolumc 1, pnge I, 
is written: "From the first pL·mting of it, August 11, 1719, 
Mr. J amcs l\IncGrcgorc, minister, J amcs Nickelcs, Alexander 
MacGrcgore, .Alc."tn.nder Nfokelcs, .J amcs Blair, .Alexander 
Walker and dh·ers others, ha,·ing arriYed at Boston, August 4, 
1718, from Ireland, presented n petition to the General Court 
of iiass.-ichusctts Bay, met at Bost,)n in the month of October, 
1718, for a trnct of land for a township in some of the unim
proved lands, and the Court having readily granted this, J amcs 
l\'IcKecn, .T amcs Gregg, J amcs ~Iorrison, .John :Morrison, Allen 
1\-Iorrison, Thomas Steel and divers others, people of Ireland, 
came up from Casco Bay to Hrwerhill in order to settle at Nut
:field about the beginning of .April. 1719." They changed the 
name to Londonderry ,cry soon after the settlement. 

ABRAlLUI Btu\lR.-ttJn _.\gha.dowcy, ffister Pro,'lllce, Ireland, 
the bleach green known as ha,ing been owned by two brothers, 
James and Abrnh.i.m Blair, when the great migration to N"ew 
England wa.s proposed." (Letter from )Iiss )Iary Semple.) 
Abraham had fought so brm·ely in the siege of 16titi-9 that the 
king granted him freedom from t.i.."tation in :ill the king·s pro\""
inces. It is almost certain that Abr-.1.ham was of the company 
that arrived in Boston, .August 4, 1718. Lincoln, in his His
tory of ,v orccster, :i\lass., states that~ A.bra.ham Blair, ancestor 
of some of our present townsmen, distinguished himself at the 
siege of Londonderry, Ireland, 1689. . • • . He, with \Vil
liam Caldwell and a fe,,. others, ,vere made free of ta..~ation 
throughout the British proYinccs. ~, (Page 49.) 

In this account, the crrot lies in calling him an ance:stor of 
the ,v orccstcr Blairs, us he was :m uncle only, of the first 
Robert Blair. His name was on the church record of 1,· orces-
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tcr, but he c,;<lcntly did not remnin there long, ns on .June 2, 
172:?, ': .Jonnthnn Tnylor, of Boxford, :\fuss, gave n qnit clnim 
to Abmhn.n1 Blnycr. Inst of Ircln.ncl, but now of Nutficld, N. H.," 
of nll the rights of lam.I which the ~:iitl .Tonatlmn Taylor had 
laid out to him in N utfield, it being the northernmost half of 
said lot, bounded by )Ir. ~IcKcen's Ianu, half of Archibnld 
Stark·~ lot, which Stark bought of sai<l Taylor, by .Alexander 
Nickers lot nml b,· the common land • 

• Julv Hl, 1723., .. thcrc was laid out to Archibald Stark and 
Abrnl;mn Blair one ncrc of mc:ulow in the upper part of Lcvcr
ett's meadow, in Londonderry, by George Clark's line; also a 
piece of mcndo,\9 by Robert :\Iorrison's meadow, .June 18., 1723. 
There wns In.it! out to .Abraham Blair :m acre of mcmlow by 
Bca,;cr Brook, bounded by land of .James l\IcGlackan and John 
Bars. 

Although the historical student of Londonderry, )Ir. Robert . 
l\fack, ~tated posith·cly thnt there wns nothing on the Town 
books to show Abrnhnm Blair's long residence in the place, yet 
the a.hove deeds from Rockingham County, New Hamp1:1hirc, 
books and the following will, which was taken from Rocking
ham Probate, together with the fact that the farm which Archi
bald Stark, father of the renowned General .John Stark, and 
Abraham Blair owned in common was kn°'~n as ~ the exempt 
farm," prol"e conclusiV'cly that .A.braha1u Blair not only lived 
but died there. 

The Will of .A.hraham Blair. 
In the Name of G0<L .Amen, The first Day of )fay 1733 I Abral1:un 

Blair of Londonderry, "•;thin his )faj~ Province of Xew Hampsr in 
):ew England, Husb:llldman, bein~ Yery Sick :i.ml we:ik in body thanks 
l~nowing unto God Therefore Calling unto mind tl1e mortality of my 
body und knowing that it is appointed for all men once to Dye do 
m:1kc :mcl ordain this my fa.st will :llld Te~t:imeut. T11:1t is to s:iy 
principally and first of nll I give :md recomentl my soul unto the hands 
of ;:od that ga,·c it and my body I Recommend to ).e Earth to be 
Buried in c1eceut Christian burial at ye Discretion of my Excr
nothing Doubting But at ye Gcnr11 Re.-;urrection I shall receive the • 
Same again by ).e mighty power of god and as touchin~ Such worldly 
Est:ite wherewith it hath pleased ~0<l to Bies.a. me in this Lifo I Give, 
Demize and Dispose of the Same in ye following mauner :llld form: 
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Imprimis I Give :ind bequeath to my son-in-fo.w WilLm Tompson 
after all Debts n.nd iuneral C.:bn.rges is paid SL"tteen pounds in Bills of 
Credit and to his wife my Daughtt:r Hannah Tompson out of ;,4 

mony ns much ns will buy her a. good Compleat Rideing Hood and 
triming ior it aud a lntestring Hood out of my Estate and my Chist 
also to be wven to my Daughter Hannah. Item. 

Item n.nd I Give and bequeath to my Daughter Sarah Blair out of 
my Estate Fifteen Pounds in Bills of Credit and my large Bible and a 
Pot. nnd pot books nnd Tramill. 

Item and I b-rive to my Daugher Lydia Blair in Bills of Credit 
twelve pounds out of my Estate. Item :ind I give to my Daughter 
,Jenat Blair in Bills of Credit ten pounds out of my Estate. Item and 
I Give to my Daughter l\fary Blair twenty Shill11 in Bills of Credit 
out of my Estate. Item and I Give to my wife five Shill" i£ Reqniered 
Beside what She bas already got. Item and I Give to my two Gr.ind 
Children in Ireland, that is to s:,.y my Son David Blair"s two children 
ten pounds in bills of Credit out of my Estate (viz.) Hannah nnd 
Elizabeth Blair. Item and I Give to my Cusin Sam11 l\Iurdoth's two 
mins Tbom11 and Lydia twenty Shill11 out of my Estd.te. 

Item and I allow my Cloths to be Sonld and ).e prise to them be 
laid out for Clothing of my Grnndsons David and Jen.mes Tompson
and I like\\ise Constitute make and ordain my Daughter Sar-J.h Blair 
to be my Sole Executri."t of this my wt will and Testament and do 
hereby utterly Dis:illow, revoke, Dis:m.ull all and e"rery other Test.a
ments, wills, Legacies and Bequests and Exacl'II by me by any ways 
before named willed ruid Bequeathed. Ratifying and Comfirming this 
and no other to be my bst will and Testament. I witness whereof I 
have Hear unto Set my haod and Seal the D.1.y and Year above Writ-
ten. His 

A.nlU.HA.l[ X BLAIR. (Seat) 
lla.rk. 

Signed, Sealed, Published, pronounced and Declared by mP. the Said 
Abr:um.m Blair as his Last will and Testament in the :Presence -of 
us the Subscribers: 

Pa.trick Taggart. 
Robert l\Ioreron •• Tune. 
John :Mackmurphy. 

A true copy, Attest: Andrew J. Brown, Register. 

Abraham Blair had children : 
1. DA YID, who remained in Ireland, and had daughters Hannah, 

and Eli=a'beth. 
10 
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q u · · . d . Lo d d N H F b 9 1 1-9 -> -· .L'-4\..,--:,;,ur, mame m n on erry, J: • ., c nmry - , , --' 
by Re,· •• James l\IucGrc~or, William Thomson. ruid had: (1) 
lJavid Tllomson. (2) Jamf!s Tllomso1i, (3) Sarai, Tltomson, 
( 4) Ranna/, Thomso,i, (5) .Ann Thomson. "~illirun Thom
son•s "ill was dr.iwn September I, li45; in it he mentions, 
besicles his own children, his t,'T'.mdson, John Kennedy. 

3. SARAII BLAIR. . 

4. Ll'l>L\ BLAIR. 
5 • • lE.".ET Br.AIR. 
6. )L\RY BLAIR. 

ALEXAXDER BL,UR. The inventory of Alexander Blair was 
taken lfo.y 11, 1768, by James l\I:icGregor nnd Daniel liacNeru 
and a return made of 1500 acres of land in New Hampshire 
gr:mtcd to him as an officer in the King's senice. The admin
istration of his estate was given to his widow, Catherine Blair, 
at Derryfield, l\I:iy 2, 1768~ (Rockingham Co., N. H., Pro
bate, vol. 19, fo. 146.) 

The name of .A.le.under wns kept through several generations 
of .James Blair's family, and it seems probable there was a close 
relationship between these three men. 

By the terms of Capt. '\Villiam Blair's ,rill we learn that 
John, James, Elizabeth and Rachel (Love) Blair, who arrived 
in Boston, August 17, l 718, just t\\·o months before the second 
marriage of Captain Blair, were children of hia uncle David 
Blair of Ireland. 

August 22, 1718, John and James Blair, Elizabeth and 
Rachel (Love, probable wife of Robert Love of Boston) were 

. then tarrying in Boi:Jton. The ensuing spring, the brothers 
,joined the colony in Nutfield, now Londonderry, N. H. In 
1734, John BL-tir, his ,vife Jean giving her dower right, sold 
his rights in Canada. Division of Londonderry, N. H., Febru
ary 8, 1747-8, '\Yilliam Blair, arrh·cd at the lawful age, released 
his father, John Blair, from his gunrdianship and his father 
delivered to him his legacy of £2000 which had been bequeathed 
by t\'my cozen Captain ,vmia.m Blair, of Boston." John Blnir's 
will was drawn in Londondeny, N. H., April 13, 17 53 ; 
probated October 30, 1754. In it he mentions his wife Jean, 
gave her his estate in Londondeny and in Litchfield,. N. H .. 
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To his son, William, land by the l\Ieeting House in Lonclon
dcrry where he now lh·cs; to his son David his own dwelling 
after his mother's decease; to his daughters, Ann and Eliza
beth, the farm in Litchfield after their mother's decease; to his 
grandson, 1Yilliam Blair, his fourth division of common rights 
in Londonderry, N. H. He appointed Robert Boyse and James 
Blair his e..""Cecutors. His will was presented at Court, October 
30, 1754. 

February 8, 1758, Doctor tlobn Cummings with his wife 
Ann, J can Blair and Eliznbeth Blnir, all of Londondeny, sell 
one hundred and twenty-five acres of land in Litchfield, N. H. 

JORN BLAm and wife Jean had children in Londonderry: 
1. WILLI.Ur, born September 26, 1726. 
:2. A.'-:S, born Janwu-y 15, 1727-8; married Dr. John Cummings. 
3. ELIZ.\BETn. born September 7, 1731. 
4. Son. born ~larch 15. 1784-5. 
5. DA\"ID, born December 18, 1737. 
6. l\l.AnGARET, born December, 1738. 
7. ROBERT, born February 17, 1741; probably the Robert who 

joined the British army before 1775. 

J.A)rES Br...\IR, brother of John Blair, was of such fine phy
sique and herculean proportions that the Indians rel"erenced him 
as a god, and dared not shoot at him when, in one of their raids 
on the little settlement, he disdained the shelter of the garrison 
house whither the other settlers had fled, and remained outside. 
June 5, 1732, with his wife Isabella, he sold TI\"elve acres of 
meadow land. In 1731, he with his brother John was one 
of a committee to see if a call should be sent to the Presbytery 
of Irelund for a minister to be settled in Londonderry, N. H., 
which resulted in Robert Boys being sent to Ireland and return
mg with Rev. Thomas Thomson as their pastor. 

In li46, James Blair. gentleman, bought 1:ind of John :md 
Jean Shields. In 17 45, be was sty led licutenftD.t. His will 
was drawn October 24, 17 45 ; probated February 26, 17 45, 
at Londonderry. In it he mentions his two daughters, Rebecca 
1\IcGlackson, and :Margaret Ord. His inventory was taken 
December 18, 1745. 
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James and Isabella. had children : . 
1. JAlfES. 
2. DAY1D, born in Londonderry, April 23, 1729. 
3. Au:::u..,...m:.n, born in Londonderry, February 21, 1 i31. 
4. REBECC,\. . 

5. llinGARET. 

WILLIA:\t BLAm, eldest son of John and Jenn Blair. was 
born in Londonderry, N. H., September 26, 1726, nnd evi
dently ,vns named for his father's cousin, Capt. ,villinm Blnir, 
then of the merchant's service, in Boston. On attaining major
ity, he assumed command of the legacy of £2000 which Captain 
Blair hnd bequeathed him. In 1762, he bought of .Tames Blair 
a lot of Innd ndjoining his own homestead~ by the first meet
ing house; eleven days after, April 19, 1762, he sold this to 
John Stark of Derryfield, and his wife Elizabeth signed the 
deed. June 3, 1763, he, then of Londonderry, sold si."tty acres 
of land in the English Range, butted by Capt. James· Blair's 

. land, to Samuel Livermore, and also one hundred acres on 
Shield's upper pond. Later he !?ought a lot in Holderness, 
N. H., where he resided. "Although the Blairs were of the 

• Church of Scotland, ·William Blair was a member of the Church 
of England atJd on his removal to Holderness, lots of land were 
reserved for the -maintenance of the English Church nnd two 
Episcopal churches were built. 

When the Revolutionary war broke out, W-tlliam Blair, then 
an old man, wiLs a devoted loyalist-and· party feeling ran so 
strongly against him that he, with one or two of his elder sons, 
found it needful to flec·for safety to the British Provinces, where 
he died ; some of his descendants are still there. "-(l\Iiss llary 
Blair of Boston.) 

William Blair married ( date unrecorded) Elizabeth, daughter 
of .John and Jean (Rankin) Crombie, who W"J.S born in Lon
donderry, N. H., March 28, 1728. 

They had children: 
1 .. JoH:S, married ,Tenet 1.foClur<~; removed t.o New Boston, N. H. 
2. DAVID,. married Ann Stanton. 
3. S.urcEL Lxnroloa.e, married Ann Cox (or Sar.r.h? Page 154). 
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4. WnLI.A1r. 
5. ELlZABETB, married nnd Jived in Cnnada. 
6. LucY. married and lived in Canada. 
7. } .. RA.."iCES. 
8. JE..\.."i, married .Jacob Shepard of Holderness. 

DA,~ BLAm (John), born December 18, 1737, made his 
will, February 16, 1759. In it he hequenths to his brother 
William Blair and his children William, Jane, Frances ; · to his 
sister Ann Comings, and to his sister Elizabeth Blair. The 
will was probated Sept. 20, 1760. 

ALE..~~"DER BLAIR, son of Captain James and Is:ibella. Blair, 
was born in Londonderry, February 11, 1730-1. He married 
Catherine, who ,v:is his administratri.."t, l\fay 2, 1768. l\fo.y 11, 
1768, bis inventory wa.s taken by James :McGregore and Daniel 
:McN ea.I ; among other effects were fifteen hundred acres of land 
in New Hampshire which were granted to him as an officer in 
the King's service. ,January 30, 1777, James l\Ioore of Lon
donderry was appointed guardian t~ 

DAYII> Bum, 
ROBERT BLAIR, 
ALEXA.."iDER BLAIR, 
JA.lIES BLAm, 

all children of Alc."tander Blair, late deceased, of Londonderry. 
October 29, 1787, D::n,;d Blair, saddler, sold one thousand 

acres of land which had been granted Alexander Blair by Gov. 
John Wentworth, said land lying in Conwny, N. H. 

February 20, 1792, Alexander Blair, yeom:in, sold to D:nid 
Blair, saddler, land in the English Range which had belonged 
to their deceased grnndfuthcr Capt. Jume:; Blair. Robert Blair 
sold one-sL"tth part of land formerly possessed by James Blair, 
gentleman. 

In 1784, interest in the estate of Capt. Jame:; Blair was held 
by James, Robert, Da,,-id arld .Ale..-mnder Blair. 

S..ulUEL LIVERllORE BLAIR, son of William and Elizabeth 
(Crombie) BL:tlr. In 1792, Samuel Livermore Blair of New 
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Holderness, sold land to David Blair of Londonderry, one hun
dred and thirty-four nercs, l\In.rch 22, April 12, 1785, Samuel 
Lh·ermorc sold 1:tnd he bought of Willlinm Blair of London
derry, June 3, 1765, to S:tmuel Li\'ermorc Blair, of Xcw Hol
derness. His farm "-::a.s in Holderness, but the mills which be 
:tlso possessed were in that p:irt of Holucrncss which now is 
culled Ashland ; prob:tbly the same ns N cw Holc.lcmcss. 

He married in Holderness, December 31, 1792, Samh Cox 
( or Ann? Page 152), who died in Plymouth, N. R., 1845. 

They hn.d one child: . 
WALTER BLAIR, born October, 1796; died .Tune G, 1S49. 

FR.\..._CES BLUR, daughter of William and Elizabeth (Crom
bie) Blair, w:l.S horn in Londonderry, N. H. February 16, 
1759, her uncle, David Blmr, who was unmarried, in bis will 
of that date bequeathed to the children of his brother ,villiam, 
namely., ,villfo.m junior, .Jane and Frances. 

Her fut her and one of his brothers became bitter foes, owing 
to their adhering, the one to the British, the other to the .Ameri
can side at the outbreak of the Revolution, nnd all communica
tion between their f:unilies ,vas forbidden. Since Fanny ,vas 
devotedly attached to one of her cousins, they saw there was 
no other way out of this difficulty but a clandestine marriage, 
which took place and, soon after, the young husband enlisted 
tt and wns lost in the army." These circumstances conspired to 
pre\'ent the given name of her lmsbnnd from being found. She 
told the story to one of her daughters .. in her old age" but 
time has lost the record. For many years :Mrs. Blair resided 
in the family of Hon. Samuel Livermore, on the Livermore 
estate in Holderness, N. H. tt She left a s,veet a.ud sacred 
memory and was buried, witl1 her only child, Peter Blair, in 
Campton, N. H., on the old Blair Home:;tead." 

PETER BLAIR, son of Mrs. Frnnces Blair, was born in Hol
derness, N. H., December 12, 1778. He married, February 
21, 1805, Hannah, daughter of Dudley and Rebecca. (Pingree) 
Palmer, who was born October 1, 1779; another record gives 
the date of Hannah Palmet's birth as October 9, 1785; while 
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Peter's birth was 1788. She died in Campton, N. H., :March 
22, 1827, ngcd 44 yc:u-s, 9 months and 21 days, which still 
farther complicated the dnt:l.. He died April, 1840-1. 

They had children born in Campton : 
I. "~ILLtA)t H.. born December 1, 1805. 
2. l\fanY LtTTLl; bom April 26, 1808. 
3 •• Josun CoL::-.tAN. born December 17. 1S09. 
4. "'l"ALTER, born October 5, 1811: died young. 
5. "r.\LTER, born No,·cmber .5, 1814. 
6. Ht:PSEBETTI PALll"&R. born ~.Iny 13, 1817. 
7. :S,\TllA.N H.uu:.is, born .July 4, 1819. 
8. F1t..\..'iCES G., born September 25, 1821. 
9. HA!\"NAlI, born .Au.:,aust 5, 1823. 

10. LYI>L½ born May 5, 1825. 
(Town Records of Campton.) 

W~\LTER Br.Am, son of Samuel Livermore and Sarah (Cox) 
Blair, wns born in Holdcrness,N. H., October, 1796. Hew::i.s 
a man of marked mn.thematieal abilitv ; served as St.1.te senator 
for several terms, was a member of tl;e Democratic national con
'\"'enrion and J udgc of Probate for Plymouth county. 

He married ( 1) October 8, 1820, :\fary, daughter of Robert 
and Hannah (Stanton) Cox, of Holderness. who died in 1833 
or 1834; he married (2) November, 1, 1835, Eliza.beth Far
num, who was born in Pembroke, N. H., 1809; he died June 
6, 1S49. 

Children by l\fary (Cox) Blair: 
1. w ALTER LIVEIUlORE, born June 91 1S2-2 ; died September 4, 

1825. 
2. 1\!Ani- E~ born .January 15, 1S24~ a brilliant scholar, writer of 

much :i.bnity nnd a most successful te:icher of :i. popub.r priv::ate 
school in Boston for a long series of years. 

3. LootsA C., bom June 20, 1826; Dl!l.l'ried lsa.:l.c L. .Adams~ of 
Campto~ N. H. 

4. WALTER R., born December 27, 1830; died Septewber 24, 
1831. 

5. lu.~"N.\.ll ELT.EN, born l\farch 6, 1833. 
' Children by Elizabeth (Farnum) Blair: 

6. S.uuu ELIZ,\., born lfarch 23, 1S37 ; married Moses C. Dole, 
of Campton. 
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7. Fn..~~CES l\!ARU, bom April 25, 1839; married January 26, 
1864, H. B. l\Iitchel1; died December I G, 1896. 

8. PA,rELIA )lERIULL, born .January 24, 1841 ; married January 
14, 1866, Dr. E. l\Iellcn Wright,. of ChutUUloog:l: Tenn. 

9. WALTER. born l\Iarcb, 1843, deceased. 
10. FLORA . .ADEL.\IDJ.:, born September 9, 1846; mnrried Charles E. 

Peabody. of Chattnnoo~ Tenn. 
11. A.nTllC'R "~ ALTER, horn l\fay :?2, 1848; married .July 2.;, 1877, 

Ellen E. Chamberlain. of St. .Johnsbury, Vt., a physician; 
resides in Dorchester district, Boston. 

WILLLur ~"RY BL4\m, son of Peter and Hruinnh (Palmer) 
Blair, wns bom in Campton, N. H., December 1, 1805. He 
married in Campton, February 18, 1830, Lois Baker, daughter 
of Captain l\Ioscs and - Baker of Candia, N. H., who wns 
bom .June 20, 1806, died December 6, 1836. ,vilJiam H. 
Blair was injured by the fall of the frnme of a building and 
died a few weeks later. ~ny his untimely dcnth four small 
children, one of whom was born in the month of l!ay follo\\ing, 
were left with scanty means of support., and it was found 
necessary to separate the family, the mother dying in 1846." 
(Miss l!ary E. Blair.) 

They had children : . 
1. HA:-o~AH P .. horn 1830; died 1843. 
2. 3IosEs BAKER, born 1832: died 1857. 
3. HE.~R'\" WILLIAlt, born in Campton, December 6, 1834. 
4. Lozs EsTnER, born l\Ia.y, 1836. 

Ho,rr WII..LIAll Br.Am., son of Wil1iam Henry and Lois 
(Baker) Blair, was born in Cnmpton, N. H., December 1, 
1805. When he was eight years old l\lr. and ~Jrs. Richard 
Bartlett, tt a childless couple., who ·were connected ''""ith the 
Blairs by marriage.," adopted Henry, and he remained with them 
until he was SC\'Cnteen years of age, working on the farm, 
attending the villnge school, teaching., cnnva.ssing and using 
other means to enable him to attend Holmes Academy in 
Plymouth, going thence to the :\Icthodist Conference Seminary 
in Northfield, now Tilton, N. H.; but poor health prevented his 
attaining his cherished project of winning a college course. 
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Mny, 1856, he begnn the study of law with l\'Ir. William 
Leverett of PlYmouth, wns admitted to the bar in 1859 and 
associated with.l\Ir. Leverett in his practice. 

On the outbreak of the Civil ,var, although he was fnr from 
strong, he made three attempts to enlist, nnd was :finally chosen 
captain or the Fifteenth New Hampshire Regiment. He was a 
member of Banks's expedition at the scige of Port Hudson and 
was there severely ·wounded twice, being shot the first time in 
the arm, l\Iay 27, but returned to duty and led the attacking 
columns on the left, .June 14, when he wns injured the second 
time in the same arm and also in the side, at ,,·hich time he w:is 

carrying his nrm in a sling. This so prostrated him that it was 
six years before he rcco,·crcd from the effects ; he bad before 
been promoted ns lieutenn.nt-colonel. He was able to take some 
practice and ,-rn.s sent to the legislnt-..ll'e in 1866, '67, '68. In 
187 5 tt the condition of affI1.irs was ,·ery threatening throughout 
the State, from a Republicnn standpoint." Mr. Blnir wns 
nominated for the third congressional district and wns elected 
despite the fact that the Democrats had carried that district the 
last two elections. He had impoverished himself to cnrry this, 
and the result had great weight, as this ~ve Ne,-r Hampshire to 
the rising tide ot Republicnnism which the next year (in one of 
the most e."tciting presidential struggles in the history of the 
State) took :l\Ir. Hayes into the ,vhite House. '1In Congress 
he was one of a committee on the Pacific railroads, where he 
leaped into prominence by t\vo speeches, one on money, '"'hich 
reached a circulation of half a million copies and constituted the 
Republican te::ct book of this subject in the campaign which 
followed in 187 5, when the green-back craze was at its height. 
No more easily understood and practical defence of 80und money 
has ever been written than these two speeches, and they did as 
much n.s anything to save the country from an crn of ifat money 
and wildcat hanking . ., ( An Open Letter, in the Saturday 
Telegram, October 6.) 

He was elected to the Set\atc in 1879, re-elected in June, 
1885, holding the office less th:tn two terms, a.s the Democratic 
party and a pnrt of the Republican were unwilling to elect a 
senator, and he was therefore unable to qualify in )!arch as 
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would otherwise hn,·e been the case. As n member of the com
mittee on agriculture, he obtnined a pcrmnnent endowment for 
the ngriculturnl colleges of nil the United States. He worked 
indefati~nbly for the pension cases, forwarded the .Act of .J unc 
30, 18~0, which provided for e,·ery soluier or his family, :i. scr
Yice pension for all needy persons. He also prepared the re
ports on the ,·eto of Cleveland of de:1erving pensioners, which 
largely contributed to CleYeland's defeat in 1888. He was 
chairman of the committee on L."l.bor, ancl hiis ~ famous investiga
tion of 1883 elicited from senator Beck, of Kentuekv, of the 
opposition, this statement : Thnt this important and useful matter 
had been more deYelopcd by it, for the use of the country, than 
any other im·estigntion ever undertaken by order of Congress. 
As a re~1Ult of his efforts, the Department of Labor was created. 
The laboring man never hnd a more sincere friend and devoted 
than Henry \V. Blair." (Ibid.) As a member of the Senate 
Committee on interstntes commerce, he worked against a mono
poly of the three great trans-continental lines. l\Ir. Addison P. 
Foster thus ,mtes: "Hon. Henry W. Blair, formerly senator 
from New Hampshire, has nlso bis specialty. He is interested 
in grc.1.t morn.l ancl patriotic reforms of the day. In this he 
stands as a consistent Christian should-:i\Ir. Blnir in the halls 
of Congre::1s has universally stood for great fundamental prin
ciples of patriotism and reform. He hns been the champion of 
the public schools, has urgecl universal education, hns introduced 
a nn.turnlization bill and a Sunday rest bill, nod has defended 
temperance legisln.tion. In the midst of his labors Mr. Blair 
was defeated for re-election by a sudden and generally une.~
pected complication in politic.1.l affairs with which he ,ms wholly 
unconnected, e~cept as being made the ,·ictim of them, and had 
to retire in 18fil. He has been blamed for not accepting the 
district judges'nip that was then offered him, but his reasons for 
that step w~re as manly as has been everything else that he has 
done. When urged by President Harrison to accept the place 
he, realizing his pecuniary cmbarmssments, made this charac
teristic reply : Our hope of justice depends upon the indepen
dence nnd incorruptibility of the judiciary. The Constitution 
requires that the judges be chosen from men as able and impar-
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tial as the lot of humanity will admit. While a judge may not 
be wealthy, he should be independent, for otherwise his own 
creditors may be n. party before him against some poor and 
humble citizen whose right even the best judge might guard less 
sacredly because of the secret power of the wealthy suitor over 
the court." · (Ibid.) His appointment as minister to the court 
of China n.nd his rejection becnll:3e of his resisting the admitting 
Chinese ln.bor is well knov:n. 

He married, December 20, 1859, Eliza~ daughter of Rev. 
Henry Nelson, of Groton. 

They had one cl,ild : 
HLVRY PATTERSON, born December 8, 1867. 
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:MRS. S.Al'IUEL BLAIR'S DESCENT. 

THE FRARY LTh"'E. 

1. J obn Frary m. Prudence ---
2. Eleazer Frary m. l\ilary Graves. 

3. Samuel Frary m. Sanh ---
4. J oscph Frary m. Hannah 1Vhite. 

5. Jonathan Frary m. Dorothy Stow. 
6. Hannah Frnry m. Samuel Blair. 

Jom: FRARY, with his wife Prudence, came in 1638, and 
settled in Dedham, ~1:ass. He ,vas one of the signers of the 
"Petition " for ratifying the grant of a plantation :it Content
ment, now Dedham, :\lass., and to the Covenant then drawn 
up on the 10th day, the 7th month~ 1636. His lot of Jnnd was 
confirmed to him "'the 20th of ye Last month, 1637 ." He 
was made freeman in 1638; was a cordwainer; removed to 
Medfield, l\lass., with twelve other origin:tl proprietors, where 
he died July, 1675, t, at a ~eat nge." His widow, Pruclence, 
died in Boston at her son Theophilus Fra.ry's house, February 
24, 1690.-(Boston Town Records, page 193.) 

John and Pruclence Frary had children : 
1. TUEOPIIILCS. 
2. Jom;. 
3. S,\)tSOX. 
4. ELEAZER. 
5. S.rnuEL. 
6. Is,uc. 

ELEAZER FRARY, son of John and Prudence Frary, remo'\"ed 
to Hatfield, l\Iass., where he married, January 28, 1665, :\.Iary, 
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d.i.ughter of Is.-uic and l\Iary (Church) Graves, who Wai? bom 
in Hadley, ::\Inss., .July 5, 164 7. 

They had children born in Hadley: 
1. EtlEZER, born July 7, 1669. 
2. S,utt'EL. born April 1.5. 1674. 
3. PRUOEXCF.., born l\fay 7, 1677. 
4. ELIEZER, born :May 12, 1680. 
5. }i.L"l,X,\.R, born l\Iarch 23. I G83. 
6. Is.u.c, born l\fareh 2, I GSG. 
7. JoX,\.TR.L~, born November 13, 1689. 

SAllUEL FRARY, son of Ele:uer and l!ary (Church) Frnry, 
was born in Hatfield, :\lass., April 15, 1674. He married in 

Sarah, dnughter of 
who was born in 
Conn., lfarch 1, 1733. 
in his 89th year. 

They had children : 
.TosEPB. 
S.uIUEI.. 
SARAlI-

, and died in Middletown, 
He died in Middletown, April 1, 1762, 

.JOSEPH FRARY, son of Samuel and S:u-ah ( ) Frary, 
was born in Hatfield, llnss., , 1696. He married, 
in )fiddleto,rn, Conn., .January 1, 1728, Hannah, daughter of 
Jacob and Deborah (Shepard) "•hitc, "·ho ?.":LS bom in ~fiddle
town, :March 28, 1699, and died in 
He died in j}fiddletown, l\Iay 13, li67, in his 77th year. 

They had children : 
1. s.un;EL, born December .a, 1729; died October 23, 1741. 
2 •• JosF.PII, born April 4, 1732. 
3. ELEAZER, born .July 26, 1734. 
4 •• Jo~.\.TII~L~, born Jnnuary 26. 1735-6. 
5. HA.~XAB, horn .January 9, 1738. 
6. S.urcEL. born August S, 1742. 
7. SAR.AB, born .Al¾:,nust 12, 17 44. 

JONATHAN FRARY, soa of Joseph and Hannah (White) 
Frary, was born in lfiddletown, Conn., January 26, 1735-6. 
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He marricu in )Iiddlctown, :\'fny 26, 1765, Dorothy, dn.ughtcr 
of .J oscph and Sarah (Buckley) Stow, who was born in llid
dletown, ~July 2, 1742, and died in Columbus, N. Y., 

, 1831. He died in Columbus, .June 10, 1809; his 
gr:t'\"'cstonc is in Blandford, )In:Ss., whither he removed before 
1781. 

Thcv had children : . 
1. LYDIA. baptize<! in l\'fiddletown •• T uly :?, 17GG; married lfedad 

N oblc. of Blu.udfonl. nncl ha<l children. 
2. DOLLY. baptized in l\Iitlu.letown, )lay 8~ 1768; manied W-tllimn 

Griffin, of Columbus, N. Y. 
3. Pn1~EAs. baptized in )Iiddletown: (lied in the We1-t Imlie~ in 

Iii~ t:Jd ye:1r (gravestone in Blan<lford~ )Ia.,-...) .Jul)· 27, 17D:}. 
4. RECB£~, baptizt..-cl in )Iitldletown, January 19, 177:2; married 

nnd removed to Lowville. X. Y. 
5. REUECCA, b:lptfaed in :\Iid<lletown, July 10, 177 4; married 

Heman Leonard of 81:i.mlfort'l. 
G •• ToxATllAX. born in Bl:m<l!ord. 17:;1. 
7. Il,\...""~un. born in Bl:uulfon.l~ lfarch G. 1783: manie<l in Bland

fort.1~ Xovembcr 18. 1804. Samuel Blair: removed to Coh1m
bus.' Chenango County~ N. Y.~ nhout 1812~ and to Cortlaml, 
N. Y •• about two ye-..:irs after, where sl1e <lied l\Iay 11, 1860, 
aged 77 ye;U"S. 

THE STOW LIXE. 

1. John Stow m. Elizabeth Bigp:c. 
2. Thomas Stow m. )Iary Gregg. 

3. Thomn~ Sto"· m. Bethinh Stockin~. 
4. Joseph Stow m. Sarah Bulkeley. 

5. Doroth'\"' Stm\· m. Jonathnn Frnrr. 
6. HMnah Frary m. Samuel "'Blair • 

.. Jonx STOW' came from Hawkehum, Countv of Kent, Eng
land, embarked on the Ship Elizabeth~ April 9~ 1635~ agecl 40 
years, with his mother-in-law, the wiuow Rachel Bigge, and 

11 
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his wife, Elizabeth. Her £-imily were seated in Kent before 
the Norman Conquest nnd hnd become wealthy :md influential. 

Rev •• John Eliot, in his record of the First Church in Rox
bury, )Inss., ,,Tote: "John Stow he arrived in N. E. the 
17th of the 311 month niio 1634, he brought his wife and sh: 
children, Thomas, Elizabeth, John, Nathaniel, Samuel, Thank
ful. 

Eliz:tbeth Stow the ";fe of .John Stow, she wns a very godly 
matron, a blessing not only to her family but to all the church 
and when she b:ul lead a christian conYersation a fc,v years 
among us, she dyed and left a good savor behind her." 

They had children : 
1. TIIOltAS, born nboat 1617. 
2. ELIZABETH, horn about 1619; mnrried in Roxbury nt the snme 

time with her brother Thomas, December 4, 1639, Henry 
Archer, and went to Salem, l\Iass. 

3. Jon,_, born about I G21, is supposed to bnve died unumrried before 
1653. 

4. NATHASIEL, born a.boot 1623. 
5. SAltC'EL. born noout l 62-1-. 
6. TlL\..,"KFt:L, born about 1626. 

THolL\S STOW, son of .John and Eliz.'lbeth (Bigg) Stow, 
m:u-ried, probably in Roxbury, as he is noted as marrying on 
the same day as his sister Elizabeth, December 4, 1639, .l\Iary 
Grigg. He soon went to Concord, :\Iass •• where he was made 
freeman, 1648. 1V'ith his brother Nathaniel, he owned si.'"< 
hundred acres of land in Concord, bet,vcen Fairhaven Pond 
and Sudbury line ; in 1660, Thomns sold his right to Thomas 
Gobbel and David Dean, he having previously removed to 
Connecticut. With hi@: wife .l\Iary, he wns admitted to the 
First Church of Christ in :\Iidtlletown, Conn. February 15, 
1670, he received a grant of land from the town on condition 
that he or his should build on it an inhabitable house within 
two years;· if not, the land was to revert to the to\\·n. l\Inrch 
20, 1670, his name w:a.~ on the list of Middletown proprietors. 
l-Irs. l\!ary Stow died in .l\Iiddlctown, August 21, 1680. He 
died }!arch, 1684. 
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They hnd children : 
1 . . JoIL~, born Febnmry 3, 1641. 
2. SAlteEL. born 1644. 
3. TnA..~KFCL, born in Concord, June 9, 1646. 

TuolL\S STOW, son of Thomns and l\fury (Griggs) Stow, 
was born nbout 1651. He manied in l\1idcllctown, Conn., 
October 16, 1675, Bethia., daughter of Samuel and Bethia 
Hopkins, who was born 1657-8, and died in 
l\iiddletown, November 6, 1732, aged 75 years. He died in 
lfiddletown, l\farch 19, 17.29-30, in his 79th year. 

They had children : 
I. IlETnu., born April 6; died Al¾:,<PUSt, 1678. 
2. SA-'I'C'EL, born October, 1682. 
3. Il£TIIL\, born February 22, 1684. 
4. l\Lun·, born .Au~t, 1688. 
5. TIJO)L\S, born l\fuy 7, IG91. 
6. li.\ .. ,~AB, born February 11, 1695. 
7. JOSEPII, born Al¾:,fTUSt 5, 1703. 

JOSEPH STOW, son of Thomas and Bcthfo. (Stocking) Stow, 
was born in ~Iiddletown., Conn., August 5, 1703. · He mar
ried in l\liddletown, l\i!arch 14, 1734., Sarah Bulkely, daughter 
of , who was born 1706, and 
died April 6, 1785, aged 79 years. He died November 6, 1776. 

They had children : 
1. REBECC.\, born Ja.nu:uy 21. 1735. 
2. SARAH, born August IO~ 17:37. 
3. Josern, born February :26~ 1740; died October 21. 1741. 
4. DonoTnY, born July 9, 1742; married lliy 26, 1765, Jonn.than 

Frary. 
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THE TH.ACIIER LINE. 

1. Rev. Peter Thncher Queen Camel, England. 
2. Rev. Peter Thacher m • .Anne (supposed .Allwood), of 

Salisbury, England. 
3. Rev. Thomas Thacher m. (1) Elu.abcth Partridge. 

(2) l\IrE-. l\Inrgnret ('¥ebb) 
Sheafe, Boston. 

4. Rev. Peter Thacher m. (1) Theodora Oxenbridge, 
(2) )!rs. Susannah Bailey, 
( 3) .Mrs. Elizabeth Gee, 

l\Iilton, l\lns.s. 
5. Rev. Peter Thacher m. l\Iary Prince, l\liddleboro', )lass._ 
6. Rev. Peter Thacher m. Bcthiah Carpenter, 

.Attleboro\ l\Iass. 
·7. Deacon l\foses Thacher m. (1) Sarnh Read, Harford, Pa. 

( 2) l\Irs. :Mary (Tift'lny) Read. 
S. Sarah Atherton Thacher m. John Seymour, Lyme, Ohio. 
9. Sarah )I. Seymour m. ,villiam Blair. 

Rev. PETER TIIACI-IBR ''°as instituted ,icar of the parish of 
Queen Cnmcl, England~ in 1574, nnd continued in that office 
until his death, in 16:24, a. period of :fifty yea.rs. There are 
strong reasons to bclicYc that he was the father of Rev. Peter 
Thacher (I) of:\Iilton Clevedon,and (2) of Salisbury, England. 

REv. PETER TIIACIIER w:i.s a native of Somersetshire, Eng
land; he was matriculated by Queen's College, Oxford, :\fay 6, 
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1603, nt the n~e of 15 yenrs; took the clcgrce of A..E. nt 
Corpus Christi College, in 1608; wns mndc .A.lU. in 1611; 
wru, installed n vicar of :Milton Clcveclon, Somersctshirc, in 
1616, of wh:ch Rev. Thom:~ Lambert w:is the incumbent, nml 
rector of St. Edmund's Church, Salisbury, \Yilt::!hire, in 1622, 
where he continued till his clenth, FeLrunry 19, 16-10. 

His remains were clepositccl under nn nltnr tomb which still 
stands on the norcl1 si<le of the church yarcl of St. E<lmun<ls, 
Salisbury, Eng., and bc:irs this inscription: •• Herc lyeth the 
bodye of :\Ir. Peter Thacher, who wns n laborious minister of 
the Gospel of ,T esus Christ in ye Parit-ih of St. Ed mum.ls for ye 
space of XL"\: yearcs. He departed thi.s lyfc the Loru·s Day, 
at three of the clock, ye XI of Feb. 16-!0. Let no mun mo,·c 
his bones." 

His eldest son, Tamus, w·ns born l\fay 1, 1620, nt )Iilton 
Clevedon. He enrly became a convert to Puritan principles 
and preferred to tnke his part with those of that party who had 
crossed the .Atlantic to found their faith in a region where they 
would be unmolestecl than to attend one of the English univer
sities, as his father desired. Thomas embarked with his uncle 
Antho11y Thacher for Xew En,i:rlnncl, "·here he arrived .June 4, 
1635. He completed his theological course un<lcr the Rev. 
Charles Ch:mocy ot' Scituate, who after becnme the secon,I 
pre.siclent of Harvard College. His first pastorate wru; at ,Y ey
mouth, )lass., where he was or<laincd .fanuary 2, 16-1.5. "In 
his ministerial labors he wns mo.st faithful nnd affectionate ; 
among his excellencies was n peculiar spirit of prayer, and he 
was remarkable for the copious, fluent and fon·id manner of 
performing the sacred exercise/' He was ordained at ,v cy
mouth, .January, lG-:1-5; there he remained until 166-1-, when be 
removed to Boston ; he practised mc<licinc in Boston until his 
ordination. February 16, 16i0, in the old South Church, as the 
first p:\~tor of that historic Church; he continued as its pattor 
until his death. President Stiles calls him ~ the bc::;t Arabic 
scholar known in the country," and ::mys he pubfo_.:hc<l a Hebre~ 
lexicon. ..:\.s :1. physican, he was the curliest in that profession at 
1Yeymouth; his me<lical treatise, styled ~ .A brief Guide to the 
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Common People in the Small Po:t and l\foaslcs" was the first 
of its kind printed in l\.I:~sachusctts. 

Rev. Thom:is Thnchcr married tirst, ~fay 11, 1643, Eliza, 
the daughter of Re\". Rnlph Partridge of Duxbury, }lads., who 
died at ,v cymouth, .June 2. 1664 ; he married sccontl, 1665, 
the witlow of.Jacob Sh'!af, iiargarct, <laughter of Henry ":-ebb. 
He died in Boston, October 15, 1687. 

The youngest so~ of Rev. Thomn.s nnd Eliza (Pnrtrit.lge) Thach
er, Re¥. PETER THACHER, was born in Salem, ::\Iru:is., .July 18, 
1651; he was grncluntetl from Han·ard in 1671; in 1676 he went 
to London and remained a year; from the seal which hi::1 father 
used in scaling his letters to his son <luring this period the cou.t
of-nrms was tn.ken which is now held by the descendants. In 
1681 Peter Thacher was ordained over the church nt :Milton, 
}lass. He had been livirig in Burnstab:e, ~lass., and on the 
day of his departure for l1is ne"· home, he was escorted by a 
cavalcade of fifry-se¥en horsemen as far as Sand\\ich, )Inss. 
He spent the rest of hh, life in :\lilton, where he labored faith
fully nod zealously among his devoted people. The dinry which 
he kept during this time throws n. strong Jig-ht on the habits, 
duties nnd people of his parish. He married first, X ovcmber 
21, 1677, Thco<lora, daughter of Rev. John Oxenbridge, of 
Boston, who <lied Xovcrubcr, 16£)7; he married second, Susan
nah, ";dow of Re,,-• • T ohn Bailey; he married third, Elizabeth, 
widO\"\"' of Rl'v •• Jonathan Gee. His first wife~ Theodora Oxen
bridgc, rcceh.·e<l. a. large estn.te from her parents which her 
husband managed; hi::1 will. se:1Icd with the family Coat of .Arms, 
n°',. in Suffolk Registry, Boston, was dated February 12, 1721; 
the larger part of his estate was bequeathed to his elde:,;t ~on, 
Oxcnbri<lge Thacher; one item of this will ·wm; t! eight brick 
houses in Lontlon, with room for a. ninth." He cleYisccl two 
negro boys, Sambo and Jemmy, valued at £120.0.0, and three 
ne~ro girls, ,·alued at £55.0.0 (poun<ls sterling); his ncgro 
hotly serYant, he bequeathed to his :son Peter ~ because I think 
he will be kind to him.~, His w'atch, which lias been trans
mitted to the lineal dci,centlants, is now· in the rooms of the 
Bostonian Society, at the Old State House. 
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REV. PETER TIIACHER, 2d son of Rev. Peter Thacher of 
llilton, born Oct. 6, 1688; graduated by Hnrvnrd in 1706; 
ordained nt l\Iiddlcboro' 1709; married l\fary, dnughtcr of 
Samuel Prince of Sandwich. He dic<l. April 2:2, 17 44, having 
sust.1.ined n. successful pastorate of thirty-five years. 

REV. PETER THACHER, son of Rev. Peter Thncber of liiddle
boro', born in :Milton Jnn. 25, 1716; graduated by Hnn.-ard, 
1737; was settled over the parish nt Attleborough, :i\L'lSs., Nov. 
30, 17 48, where he lived and labored for forty-three yen.rs; ,r a· 
most ,Torthy and useful minister." A ,·olume of the sermons 
which he preached during these years was published. He 
married in .Attleborough, :No'\"embcr 31, 17 49, Bethinh, daughter 
of Deacon Obadiah and Bcthinh (Lyon) Carpenter. He died 
September 13, 1785, in the sc,·enticth year of his age nn<l. the 
forty-third of his ministry, leaving a large family. Nancy 
Thacher, daughter of Re\·. Peter and Bethinh (Carpenter) 
Thacher, married Capt. John Tyler. They were the grand
parents of Prof. William Seymour Tyler of .Amherst College, 
:Massachusetts. 

l\IosES THACHER, son of Rev. Peter Thacher of _i\ttlcborough, 
wns bom in Attleborough, .August 15, 1766, am.I been.me one 
of the deacons of the church. He was one of the tt Nine Part
ners" who bought a large tract of territory in Pcnn~yh-ania 
where they founded the town of Harford; these nine men were 
all of the strictest type of the early N cw England Puritans and 
e..'tcrciscd their faith with ~ the C."'tact scrupulosity which hn8 been 
some what condemned by the later and la.'.::er generations." 
He married in Attleborough, April 1, 1793, Sarah, daughter 
of Ichabod and Eli?.abcth (Robinson) Read, who was born 
April 13, 1768, in Attleborougb, and died April 20, 1828; 
he married second, September 21, 1829, widow :Mary (Tiffany) 
Read, of .Attleborough, who died September 4, 1865, aged 86 
years. He died at the home of his daughter, }!rs. Sarah 
.Atherton Seymour, in Lyme, Huron County, Ohio, October 
17, 1845. 
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SAR.All ATIIBRTO~ THACHER, daughter of Den.. l\Ioses 
Thacher, wns born in Attleborough, l\.Inss., October 30, 1797. 
She married, in Hnrford, Penn., .January 5, 1820, .John 
Seymour. tt She was a ,,·omnn of great personal. bcnuty and 
a fine chn.rnctcr.". They resided awhile in Gibson, Penn.; 
thence removed to North l\lunroc,·ille, Huron County, Ohio, 
in 1825 ; in 1833 they went to Lyme, in the same county 
where she died l\Iay 5, 1881. 

Their daughter, SARAH l\L\RL\ SEntOUR, married '\Villiam 
Blair, and resides in Chicago, Ill. 

They had children : 
I. WILLIA .• '\I SEnmcn, bom l\Iay 8, 18[,6; died December 19, 

18Gl. 
2. EDWARD TYLER, bom Nov. 23, 1857; mruried l\Iay 29, 1882, 

Ruby 1\IcCormick. 

THE SEDIOUR LTh'"'E. 

1. Richard Seymour m. l\Iercy ---
2. Captain Rich:trd Seymour m. Hnnnnh Woodruff. 
3. J onnthan Seymour m. Eunice Hollister. 
4. Eliakim Seymour m. Susanna (Judd) Seymour, wido,\"' of 

Samuel ScTI11our. 
5. .Tonnthnn Se\·mollr m. Abignil Hnrt. 
G. ~John Seymo~ m. Sarah Atherton Thacher. 
7. S~ ~I. Seymour m. ,Yilliam Blair. 

"RICHARD SE1."'llOUX, Bury Polllery, Hcyton H:imel. County 
Devon, hiB book. Hartfordyc Collony of Connecticut in ~c,v 
Englnnd. Annoyre Domini, 16-1:0." This in~cription is writ
ten on the fly-leaf of n. Bible owne<l by Charles .J. Seymour, 
Esq., of Xcwport, R. I., which he hol<ls by direct clc::;ccnt from 
this immigmnt ancestor, Rich:trtl, of Hartford. On the 8ame 
page is the coat-of-arms, drawn in ink, which was conferred on 
Edward Seymour, brother of Jane, wife of Henry VIII., and 
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mother of Eclwnrd YI. Edwn.rd nn<l .J:mc were chi1dren of 
John Seymour, who died 1:1c,·cn months nfi:cr hi::1 d:m~htcr be
came queen. The dukedom of Somerset was firi;t crented in 
1546. :m<l conferred upon Edward by Henry VIII •• with the 
prh·ilege of quartering the royal a.nus of Englancl with his own. 
Before this, the Seymour arms were :simply conjoined wings •. 
The origin:tl name. St. )faur, was corrupted to Seymour about. 
the year l:J00. The motto was "Foy pour De,·oir." 

Riclrnrd Seymour, the immigr:mt, c:ime from Bury Pomeroy, 
Devonshire. to Hartfi:,rcl, Conn., before 16;39. In 1650, he 
removed to Xorn·alk, Conn., where he died in 1G55; his widow 
mnrl"ic<l second, .John Steele, of Farmington. Conn., and her 
three youngeet i:;ons went with her to her new home. 

Richard aml »Icrcy Seymour had chil<lren : 
Tno:\t,\S • 
• Ton~. 
R1cnARD. 

Z . .\CU.\UY. 

CAPT,\IS RICHARD SEnroun, son of Richard nnd :\Iercy 
Seymour, WM made freeman of Farmington, Conn., in 1669; 
wns townsman in 1682. In 1686, he removed to Kensington, 
Conn. "-as one of the leaders in the Gre.-it Swamp settle
ment of Kensington, nnd was captain of the Seymour fort, 
which was built for the protection of the first settlers. Some 
time bef~re 167!1, he married Hannah, <laughter of :\fatthe,v 
". ootlruff of Farmington, who <lic.-d September 16, 1728. He 
was killed by the fall of a tree, in 1710. 

They ha<l children : 
l. S.\:11cn, who married~ l\fav 10. 170G, ITunll!l.h, daughter of 

Thomas ~orth. He tlied "in 17 4!l. 
2. HAx~.\11. who married first, ~ovcmber 2~. 1 Gr12; Jo~eph Pome

rov of Suffield. Conn •• who <lied in 171:?. She marrioo sec• 
011~1. October :?:3. 171 :J • • Tosiah Hale. 

:J. )h:1:n·, baptized .J:umar~· H, 1 GS:?~:; m:l'rrie1l. Fehnm.ry. 1711, 
Geor~e Huhbara of Kcn~ington : she tlic1l Fcbn1ary :-;, 17:H. 

4. Em:~.i.:z~:n. b:ipti;.:cd February l. IGS-1-; tnarrietl. December :?7, 
1,0:, . .Ahig:ul, daughter of Capt. Stephen llollistcr of W cth
cr;;ficld. Conn. 

5. JO!...tTlL\...X, baptized, April 17, 1G87. 
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.TO':'iATHAN SE\").tOUR, son of Cnptnin Richnrd and Bnnnnh 
('Yoo<lruff) Seymour, was baptized April 17, 1Gti7. He re
sided in Kensington, Conn., where he married, December 23, 
1714, Eunice, daughter of Cnpt. Stephen Holli:rtcr of \Yeth
crsfiel<l, Conn. He <lied in 17~5; she murriccl second, .Jnnu:iry 
13. 1726, in '\Vullingford, Conn., '\\ .. illiam Chidi:stcr ( or Chlt-
tister). . 

J onnthan and Eunice (Hollister) Seymour hnd children : 
1. En-ICE, born .J:mtL'lry 1, 1715; tn:UTied .Joseph King of Suffield. 
2. J 1mcsHA. horn Au~TtL'-t 2!3, 1717; married Xovcmber 13, 17:l9, 

James Newell of Farminhrton, Conn.; she ,lit.-..1 F~bruary 10, 
1741. 

3. l\IAnTJ-1.\., born in 1720; marricll December 22, 1742. Capt. 
Solomon Cowles of F:i.rmi.n~on; she ilied February G. 181:!. 

4. Lois, born iu 1723 : m.'\rrit.-d Thomas Huxley of Sutfidd, Conn. 
5. ELL\.Klll, born in 1725. 

EtL\KDI SEnIOUR, son of .Jonath:m and Eunice (Holli5ter) 
Seymour, was born in Kensington, Conn . ., 1725. He married 
Susanna, daugl1ter of Deacon Anthony .. J u<ld, and widow of his 
cousin, Samuel Seymour. By her first marriage, she had a 
dnughter, who mnrricd Elijah Hooker. Eliakim Seymour died 
in l~ensington in 1767. 

The~ had ehildrcn : 
~ 

1. J&ncsn.'-, who m.'lrried .Ta.mes ?.Icrrill of Farmington, later of 
Ca.-;tleton~ Vt., had seven i.ons. 

2. PoLLY, m:i.rried Daniel Green of Granville, N. Y., later of Hru-t-
wick. N. Y. 

3 •• Jo~ATIU.N. born Au!!USt 17, 1759. 
4. S.un;u, who marrit.:U Polly Comstock. 

Josxrn.\.'i SEY)rOt"R, son of Eliakim and Sus:um.1. (.Judd) 
Seymour., was born in Kensington, Conn., August 27, 17 59. 
He early enlisted in the Rcvolution!l.l'y \\":tr, was in the battle 
of Saratoga when he was but eighteen years o1u; aided in carry
ing Bcnc<lict .Arnold from the field where he was ,~oum..le<l ; was 
with the reserves which ani\"e<l. at Yorktow·n, ju~t after the sur
render bv Cornwallis. l\lav 17, 17~):3, Samuel Huntin~on, 

~ ~ -
Captain General an<l Commantlcr-in•Chicf of the Connecticut 
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forces, nppointcd J onnthan Seymour, Ensign of the Third Com
p:my of' .Militin, in the Fifteenth Regiment; lnter he received a 
commission as lieutenant from Governor Huntington. Hi::1 lllBt 
years were pruiscd in Otsego County, N. Y. 

He married in Kensington, Febn1ary 15, 1787, Abigrul, 
daughter of Thomns and :i\Iehitnblc Hart, who ,v-as born Octo
ber 27, 1 i61, and died .January 2, 1833. He died July 26, 
1819. Both were buried in Otsego. 

Abigail Hart was fifth in descent from Anthony Hawkins, a. 
patentee of the charter of Connecticut, nnd his wife, who was a. 
daughter of Gol'ernor 1V ells. 

They had children : 
1. NAnnT, born .Tanu:iry 31, 178S; died Au~t 2S, 1844. 
2. RcTu (Rutha), born .Au~t 28, 1789 ; died )larch 6, 1875. 
3. Jonx, born .July 27, 1791; died l\furcb 27, 1881. 
4. NA:sc1·, born .April 24, 1794; died October 11, I 831. 
5. GEORGE, born .June 20, l 796; died June lG, 1825. 
6. HART, born June 18, 1798: died Augm;t 18. 1868. 
7 . .l\IEHITABLE, born .Ju1y 22, 1800; died April 17, 18,54. 
8. AI.o:s-zo, born January 19,180.5; died .l\furch 11, 1S61. 

J OHS SEY.\[0~ son of J onnthnn and Abigail (Hart) Sey
mour, was born in Kensington, July 2i, 1791, and went with 
his parents to Ostego the same year. He began to study for 
an entrance on a college course, when the death of his father 
made it needful to begin a. business career at once. He en
tered a drug store as a clerk, :ind while there read the whole 
course of studies c.~cted from medical students desirous of talcing 
a. doctor's degree. Thence he removed to Harford, Penn., in 
1818, where he was a partner in and manager of n. cotton factory. 
In 1825, he settled in Lyme, Huron County, Ohio. • He wns 
clerk of the Presbyterian Church in Lyme for more than fifty 
years, :ind for more than t\\·enty-five years clerk of Lyme 
Township, being all the while actively engaged in mercantile 
pursuits. 

He married in Harford, Penn., ,January 5, 1820, Sarah 
Atherton Thacher, a daughter of De:icon Moses Thacher of 
Attleborough, who was born October 30, 1797. He died .March 
27, 1881. 
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They bad children : 
1. EuzA, born in Gibson, Penn., October I, 1820. 
2. ,VILLI.Ur HENRY, horn in Gibson •• July 18, 1822. 
3. GEono1-: ":-·, born in Gibson, August 15, 1824. 
4. Jons A., born fo Ridgefield, now North Monroe,-ille, Ohio, June 

21. 1827. 
5. S,\.IL\n l\L\RI.\, born in Ridgefield, now North l\Ionroeville, Ohio, 

July 3, 1832. 
6. ELLE..~, born in Lyme, Ohio, August 20, 1840. 

SARAH l'IAruA SE1"3IOUR, daughter of' ~John nnd Sarah Ather
ton (Thnchcr) Seymour. was born in Ridgefield, Ohio, July 
3, 1832. l\Iarried in Lyme, Huron County, Ohio, June 21, 
1854, ,villiam Blair of Chicago, Ill. · 

They had children : 
I. WILLL\.lI SEnroun, born in Chic:igo, Ill., )fuy 8, 1856; died in 

Chicngo. December 19, 1861. 
2. Eo·n·A.RD T:run, born in Cbic:igo, November 23, 1857. 





ADDENDA. 

Page 99:-
S~\lrnEL" BLAIR, son of Samuel' (Rufus, 3 Robert,• 

Robert1
) and Hannah (Frury) Blair, was born in Columbus, 

N. Y ., lfo.y 22, 1812~ He married, September 11, 1849, 
Lavinia "r~on. He died in Cortlruid, N .. · Y ., December 21, 
1879. 

Lavinia (Wilson) Blair died in Cortland, June, 1S89. 
No children. 

Pn"'C 103 :-o 

CATHEtm-"'E11 L. BLAIR, daughtcrofRufus" (Ritfus,3 Robert', 
Robert1

) nnd Sally (Hamilton) Bfair, born .August 4, 1821; 
married in Blandford, No,·cmber 23, 1843, Thomas S. Chaffee. 

They had children: 
1. SnERll.\." B .. e born September 2. 1S-H: died February l!l, 1892. 
2. TnEvDORF. ,v., born .January 23, 1847. 
3. EoW.\RD C., born .July 21, 1850; died September 11, 1S52. 
4. FRED K., born l\fuy 9, 1855. 

~!ELISS,\ r. H. Bt,\m, daughter of Rufus' ( Rnfus3
, Robert•, 

Robert1
) nnd Sally (Hamilton) Blair, born ... .\.pril 3, 1823; 

married in Blandford, l\Iay 7, 184 7, ( 1) Theodore A.. \Yilson. 
They had children : 
1. K.\TE,6 who marriccl- Chamberhtln. 
2. :MELISSA. 
3. FRAXK.. 

i:IEL15SA11 H. (Br..ui:) ,vn.sos married (2) George Burn
ham. 



182 IlLAIR OE.~EALOGY. 

Pngc 103. ELEAZER "r. DI-~xs:\lom~. 
" .Another of the cnrly t-lcttlcrs of Chicago has pnsscd nway. 

Eleazer ,v oodworth Densmore, whose name wnM fiuniliar in 
the cnrly bm,incss circlet! of the city, <lied nt his rctii<lcnce, 
2:;2s Imli:mn. AYcnuc, ~Iondny morning, the fifth intit. i\lr. 
Densmore was born in Oncicln Countv, N. Y. in .J unc, 18:20. 
His father, the Rev. George ,v. D~nsmore, was :m honored 
minister in the Methodist Church. He rcmo,·c<l with his family 
to Cortland, N. Y ., an<l here young Densmore spent his earlier 
ycnrs. He hn<l n1l the a<h-antngcs the place nflor<lc<l in his 
curly education, and improved his miml greatly by jmlicious 
rc:uling in after years. 

He came to Chicago in 1835, and entered tbe employ ns 
clerk, of his uncle, the late Con~'Tcs:mmn .Jmncs H. \Vood
worth. In 184 7, he engaged in the wholesale grocery trade 
with Franklin D. Grny, under the name of Grny nml Dens
more, nnd later, Gray, Densmore and Phelps, continuing in 
this firm until H358, when he left it to engngc in a commission 
businc~s upon the Board of Trude. He was for clc,·en years 
one of the Board of Directors of thut body, and a member of 
important committees. His good judgment, courtc~y ancl fair
nc:5s were generally rccognizc<l by his brother members on the 
Board. 

He was a member of the Second Pre:5bvtcrinn Church, nnd 
h~ kindness and sympathy for tho:5c in sickness and the suffer
ing "·ere well known to his numerous circle of friends. He lea Yes 
a. wi<low and one child, a tlnu~htcr. Caroline Bl::lir Dcn.-.more, 
sun·h·ing him."-[From Chi;ago T,·ilmne, .i.Yo·,:. fJ, 1888. j 

Page 127 :-
G1~.\CE ELI7.,\BETII PEARCE ( wife of Henry .A. Blair) is the 

d:iu~htcr of )I:1r~arct E. \Vilkin:,; and .r olm Irving Pearce, both 
born in the State of New York.• Is a <lircct <lc:5ceudant of 
Richard Pearce, who settled in Ho~ton. :\.Iass., in l 1mO. Ile 
came there from England in the i,1hip ·· Lion/' o,vned and corn
mnndcd by hie ht-other, CR-ptnin ,, .. mimn Pearce. 
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The fi1mily were nctivcly interested in the cnrly history of 
this country, tnking pn.rt in the French and Indian "r nrs, 
)Vnr of Revolution, u.nd War of 1812. 

Pnge 131 :-
The children of John Francis n.nd Cnrolinc0 Blair (Dens

more) Hollimd are : 
I. Jons FILL'oCis.7 born Sept. 11, 1895. 
2 • .A..,"XA BLAUt, born Jan. 28, 18!17 • 

. Page 167 :-
H..l..,""SAII FRARY, daughter of.Jonathan and Dorothy (Stow·) 

Frary, born in Blandford, :i\Iass., :March 6, 1783; married XoY. 
18, 1804, Samuel Blair. Removed to Cortland, N. Y., about 
1814, where ~he died ~Iay 16, 1860, aged 77 ycnrs. 

Their children were : 
I. CAROLISI-:. 
2 •• J USTCS PnIXE,\.S. 
3. CII.\ID\CEY BUCKLEY. 
4. S.UCC-EL. 
5. L'\"'lL\...'o. 
6. ,VILLJ .. UL 
7. A..'iX ELIZ~\.. 

ERRA.T.A .• 
Page iO. Ei;,hth line from foot of page, for '' Martha (Silmon) Blair,'' 

read •• Martha l Gilmore) Blair." . 

Page 167'. Seventh line from top of pa:::e, for "Bethia. daughter of 
Samuel a.ud Bethia Hopkins," read •• &thia, daughter of Samuel and 
Bethia (Hopkins) Sto<:king." 
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.Abbie, 55 
Ahner. 54 
.Alr,;:1Jom! .JO. :;4. 5f>. G9 
,....\.(bm. :;!J. 57, 58. 5U 
Adelaide. J 12 
Adeline T .. ,.; 
Albe~ 7:3 
Abraham. :21 
Alexander. 40. 59, G.'1, 64-
.Alicc, G9. Si 
Alice Rose, 128 
.AlonzoJ 74 
.Ah-ab, 54. G9 
.A.man~ 7 4. 110 
.Amhro~ 70 
..-\.Ima~ :;u, [,;'.>~ .58 
Anu Amelia. 57 
.:\nu Eli?.:i.. ,~. l o:J. 183 
Anua Eli7.:t, 99 · 
.Annis. ;'jG 

..-\uit:i C:irolm. 127 

.Arlr.1, ;j.J • · 

An-,1ln, 11:2 
.A.s:i. 61 
As:i.. Capt:1in. 4.S. f. l 
Asa. Reverend. 7ti 
Ashley, 112 
Austin. X2. 11:i.11, 
Austin •• Jr •• l 1G 
.Austin. Kiug. ,.~ 
. .AuMtin Trn,•. 1 I, 
Unfonn. !i8 

Earnah:1s. 70 
Th.'!ltrk-c,. 1 t8 
Bernard. G!J~ 87 
Betsey, 61. G-1. 65~ 71 
Ilrown •• ;4 
Burton Dickinson. 84 
C:deh Perkin5, 7 4, 1 O!l 
C:i.li:-~ 75 
C:ilvfo~ GO. 7 4 
Caroline. 7 4. 78. 89. 90. 1 S:l 
Caroline Fr.wees, !)!J . 

Carrie IL 1 o.; 
C:u-rie Roberti-. 1 OG 
Catharine, !,9 · 
C:itlw.rinc L- 81. 181 
Clmrity, 75 . . 
G'h:u-lc.-s, 4-!I. GI. G-1. 6;'i. 82. S:t 

~4. 11:3 . . . , 
Cb:u-lt:s .A •• 108. 116 
Ch:U'lc.-i A~~tin •. I Ji 
Ch:1rlc::; Ifamilton. 84 
Ch.1.rles L,·on. I VJ 
Charles 1Vil1i:un~ ,o 
Charlotte •• ;, · 
Cimtmr.e,; Buckle,·. i8. 91-96. 

I .rt 1s·· . . -~,. .., 
Ch:iuucc:· .: u~cus. !l G, 12 4 
Chl0<\, ;;i; 
Cornelia )fori:i. 8K 
D:rnid. -W, .ali. t,!t 
lr-l \"id. :H. •W. 4fi. ;j:i • .'>6. f;O 
Dnvid B., i.J. 
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D:l'\"id L, 75 
Debor:i.h. GO. 72 
Dennis T., 81 
De '\Vitt Clinton,81, 103 
Diantha. 72 
Dolly. 31, 56, GO. 62, 65, 79, 80, 

82 
Dorothy, 40, 43, 45 .. 49 
Ebenezer Smith, 70 
Eddie S~ 106 
Edit~ 131 
Edith .A.llim, l 0-1 
Edmun~ 89 
Edwn.rd Se\"nlonr .. 131 
Edward Tyler, 103, 129 
Edwin Hugh, 69 
Edwin Phineas, 81 
Edwin Sherman, 75 
Elnm., 5S 
Elect.a.. 61, 76 
E~58 
Elij:ih, 5S 
Elizabeth, 31.. 39, 4L. 43, 45, 

49, 56 .. 58, 66, 75 
Elizabeth Gorham, 89 
Ellen .A . ., 108 
Emblem, 73 
Emih' A., 108 
Emma Helen. 107 
Emma .Tosephin~ 99. 128 
Emm:t Eli7.:ibetli, 113 
Emma Rebecca., S:3 
F.noch, 58 
Ephraim, 59 
EriJcine, 60 
Eudoti.:l.54 
Eunice W., 73 
Ezekiel, 41, 5G, 70 
Fla,~ 70 
Frances .Amelb.. 81 
Fr-.inci~ 41, 6;3 -
Fr-.mcis )Iorrison, 84 
Frank. 75 

Franklin IL. 108 
Fr:mklin 0., 71 
Frederic .T., 116, 117 
Georg~ 64.. 82 .. I 0-1 
G(.-orge Adelbert, 109, 121 
George Griffin. 96. 
George H.., 116 
George Henry, 113, 117 
Geo~e Bown.rd, 75, 106 
George P., S4 
George Train, G9, 87 
c~rge w~ 108 
George Yutes, 105 
Gertrude.. 117 
Grnce, 55, ; 5 
Hnmal .. GO 
ITu.nn:ih, 43, 45, 49, GO, 62, 64, 

77. 112 
H:mnonv, 7 4, 109 
Hurriet Newell. 109 
Harriet Oli...-i:t, 9G, 125, 127 
Harriet Skinner, 69 
Han-eY. 71 
llelen .. Elli;worth, 7G, 106 
Henrietta. 89 
Heorietta, Chrunbc1'8, 89 
Heory .Augustu~ 96, 127 
Henry B.., 82, I 05 
Henn· .Tri.mes, 69 
Heorv P ... 84 
Heney Perkin~, l 09 
Henn· T- 7;3 
Herbert E., 121 
Herman. 71 
Hor-~ee, 6;;, 83 
Hor:itio Porter, 84 
Hug:h1 4-:J.. 
Hul<1ah. 63 
Increase. 49. 62, 63. 81 
I~c, 39, 56~ 57. 58 
Isabel, 40, ,t:;, 49, 55 
Isabella. 30 
Italia .l\litchdl, 125 



Jacob, 39, 44, 57, 58 
James, :n, 39, 40, 48, 56, 58, 

59, 71 
James Bodwel~ 75, 106 
.Jmnes Fl':lllklin, 72 
.Jrunes Hunter, 117 
.fant:; 59 
.Jane Smith, 70 
J:irves, 49 
Jennie Foster, 89 
.Joel, .56 
John, 31-41. 43, ;i-1, 58, 59, 7 4 
John Asa.. I Oi 
.John L...108 
John 1\L, 75, 106 
John Raymond, 76, 107 
John Smith, 70, 88 
John S- jr., 105 
,John Svlvester. 105 
.John ,,~ilson, 109 

• .Jona.<-. 60 
Joseph, 30, 31, 4G-19, 61, 63, 

65 
Joseph Harvey, 88 
.Joshua Brown, 113 
Judson. 89 
.Julia, GO. 71, 89 
Jule,·. 58 
Justus PhiDe:i..~ 78. 183 
Katharine Howani 106 
Laura Chapin, 69 · 
L:ninia, 75 
L<.-stcr 89 ' . Linus, ;j9. 71 
Louis:!, 88 
Lue¥ Ann. 108 
L~ey :\IcCormick, 131 
Luke P .. 108 
Luther, 60, 73, 7 4 
Luther A., 108 
Luther Levi. 109 
Lyman, 70, 78, 97-99, 183 
Lyman, Jr., 129 

1\fargaret L, 108 
l\furin. 6.5, 71, 72, S3 
l\fari:L V., 73 
:\Iariettn, 7 4, 108 
l\furtha, 57, 58, 71, 89 
J.Iartin Luther, 74, 108 
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l\Iary, 31, 41, 43, 46, 49, 57, 
63, 64, 65, 75, 84 

l\fary A., 108 
1\f:uT Amelia, 84 
l\fary Ann, 65, 72 
l\l!try Ann Smith, 70 
l\fo.ry Hmmah, 99, 128 
l\Iary J., 106 
:Mary Louise, 109 
l\Iary Per'rins, 7 4, 11 0, 111 
l\fury Sop::tla, 88 
l\Iarr T., 71 
l\Iatihew. 31, 3~9, 57, 58 
l\Ielic.sa H.. 81 
l\Iercy Ann, 72 
Mildred l\litchell, 125 
l\Iolh-. 41 
l\Iolly G., 105 
l\Iolly Simonds, 58 
Moses, 39 
.l\Ioses Dickinson, 65 
l\lyra • .\.., 107, 12"2 
Natalie, 127 
Sane,· A.. 71 
.Nathan, 5:3 
.Nellie. 105 
Nelly, 117 . 
Olh·er, 59, 70 
Orin, 71 
Orpha. 70 
Patrick Henry, 81 
P:itty, 56, 59 
Phineas, 62, 78 
Polly, 61, 71 
P-0lly l\L, 73 
Rachel, 60 
Ralph Erskine, 7 4, 1 OS 
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Rebecc.a, 43 
Reube~ 58, 70 
1718, Robert, :29-31 
1720, Robert, 31 
1730, Robert, 39 
1744--1801, Ro~ 41, 44, 45 
1756, Robert, 45, 49, 54., 55 
Robert, 56 
Robert, 59 
Robert, GO 
Robert, 64: 
Robert, 75 
Robert, 82 
Robert, 105 
Robert E., 106 
Robert Horace, 83. 113 
Robert Nebon, 73 · 
Royal E., 70 
Rufus, 45, 61-2, 81 
Russell, 61 
&illy, 55, 60, 64, 72, 90 
Snmuel, 41, 53, 5-1, 62, 77, 78, 

181, 183 
Samuel Edwn.rd, 69, 88 
Samuel Oren, 71, 89 
Sa.rah, 31, 41, 42, 43, 49, 82 
Sarnh.A,.,108 
Sarah l\Luia, 69 
Sherman, 60, 75 
Sidney, 89 
Sidney A., 75, 89 
Sophia, 54 
Sophronia P., 72 
Submit, 57 
Sasan, 43 
Susan E., 72 
Svlvester 6-> 81 .. ' -, 

Syl'\"ester D., 82 
Th:inldul, 57 
Tbeodosiu, 60 
Theocloti:i, 7 4 
Thotn!lS, 54 
Thomas Bartlett, 107 
Tbon:ns Henry, 69 
Thompson, 60, 72 

• Thrall, 59 
Tunothy, 41 
Truman, 71, 8S 
Tullia. .A., 73 
Udorn., 112 
Vmcent. ,1 
Wats0n Franklin, 96, 127 
Watson K~p, 128 
W ealthv. 62 
Welles Ellsworth, 76, 107 
1718, 'Willi:un, 31, 42-43 
W"illliun, 40, 55, 56 
17 49--S0, Willi:un, 59 
William, 61 
17 65, W-tlli:un, 69 
17S2, William, 75 
1818. ~ 78~ 99-103, 183 
1854, William, 112 
Wi1lirun H.., 7 4 
W-ill.i:un Henry, 82, 111 
William Henrv Hamson, 89 
William Seymour, 103 
William l\IcCormick, 131 
William l\Iitchell, 125 
William Stimson, 96 
Wmthrop E., 108 
Wolcott, 128 
Young, 55 



INTER-MARRIAGES. 

Admns, Cyrus Rnil. 128 
Cyrus Hn11. jr"Y 128 
Elect.II. ..:l.., il 
)tarv. 70 

Aldrich. 
0

lw. Clarissa, 66 
Al~dcr, J o.nc, 39 
.A.mes. Emblem. 1 OS 

Jonathan. 1 OS 
liarictta, 108 

Bacon, Hiram. 69, Si 
Bailey. BCJJjamin. 73 
Blll'tlett. Lucy, 107 
Bnte-i. '..\lartin R.. 71 
Beach. Delia. 106 
Bell. George WW4hington, 111 

Jennie Jobnston, 111 
John Johnston, 111 

Benedict, Lucic 1 .. 106 
Blnck, Tiumkful. .5S 
Blodgett, :Eunice, 83 
Boi..-.c. Artcma.., 61 

Cynthin. 61 
Da,-id. 45, 60, 61 
Dolly, 61, 62 
Gardner, 60 
Joseph. 61 
Justus, 61 
Lemuel. 61 
l\Iirimn. 60 
Obedinh. 45, 62 
Orpha. 61 
Rut'us, 60 
Snmuel 3d. 62 
William, GO 

Borln.nd, John Js.y, 125-127 
Ch:i.unccy Bl:i.ir, 1!?7 
Bruce. 127 

Bothwell, Ann, 43 

:Bowditch. Bcnj~ 72 
Bmyton, :Ellery l!etcalt; lOi 

Helen :l'lllbclle, 107 
J.:arion Paine. 107 

Brooks. Comellii .Ann, ,57 
Brov..a. .!..mm, 64 

D11:r.d. 42 
J'amo:s, 40, 41, 42, IS5 
Mntthew, 42 
Will.imn, 42 

Burke, Grace. 76 
Burroui;h.~ lfnl. $. D., 10.5 
Burwell, lla.rv E.. 106 
Cnmpbell. Huldnh. 63 
C=nhan. ).!ehitnble, 61. 75 
Chaffee. Edward C., 1S1 

Frcd:K., 181 
Sherman B., 181 
Theodore w .. 1S1 
Thomas S., 81, 1S1 

Chamberlnin. Dora, 112 
Robert Horace, 112 
Thomas, 112 

Chamber.I. Esther '..\[crrill, 88 
Henrietta, 89 

Cbnpin. Laurn. 69 
Chnpmllll, Helen Blnir, 107 

Helen Prciiton, 107 
Jesse Blair, 107 
William Blair, 107 
W. '"l., 107 

Clarke. Alonzo, 110 
Fmnk.122 
.Jerome, 110 
Jesse, 12:? 
John, 110 
llary, 122 
Thad, 12:? 
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ClarkP. Thadeus Eugene. 110. 122 
Thadeus L.. 110 

Conover. Obadinh. 90. 
Corwin. Elizabeth, ;3 
Crane. J e111fle, 89 
Crosbr. Edwin Pbincn.., 91, 122 

Lvnum Blair. 91, 122 
llary Eliza, 91, 122 
Pnrker. 90 

De Groff. Caroline. 96 
Cmoline Olivia. 96 
llary Frances. 99 [183 

Densmore, Caroline Blmr, 103, 182. 
Eleazer"".,. 103. 182 

Dickimon, Mercy, 65 
Downing. )Llry, S9 
Duncan. Charles, GS 

C1arls8a, 66 
Eliza. GS 
.Jason, 66 
1 oseph Blm, GS 
Mazy, 6S 
Nancy, 66 
Sally, GS 
Simeon, 66 
"'illiam. GS 

Durand. Edwnnl. 73 
Eastman. Benjamin, 72 
Fmrchild. Cassi~ 90 

Charles S .. 90 
.Tames Blair, 90 
.T airus c .. 90 
I.uci'Wlt 90 
Sarah.SO 

Farn~ Emily Calist:n. 1 OS 
Ford. llrs. Sarah L. (Horton), 117 
Foster, Jennie. 89 
Frary,Hannah.78, 181,183 
Frost, Bathsheb~ 68 
Gibbs, Polly. 71 
Gilmore, Martlui.. 6i 
Gorham, Elizabeth, 89 -
.Hall. Amos, 83 
Hamilton, Agnes; 42 

Asa. 66 
Charles Augustus. 66 
David. 42, 60 
Dolly,42 
Ieabel, 42 
John. 42 
~. 36, 39 
Sally, 81 

Hamilton. Snrnh, 42 
Se"·e~ 66 

Hanev. llnrv, 90 
Ru.nington:BetMly, 6-l 
Ru:rword. )lcrcv, 41 
Hemingway. Co~ 73 
Hcndrv, llalcolm.-10 
Roi."lin.gton. Carlo!! W .. ;t 
Rolland. .Anno. Blnir, 183 

John Francis, 103. 183 
John Franci.,;i. 183 

RO'\\'lttd. lhnnnh. li9 
licrcy. 71 

Hunter, Almirn. 77 
Cnthcriue. 77 
Elvira.. ii 
Hannah. 77 
John. 77 
?do.rein. TT 
llo.ry, TT 
Orphn. 77 
Robert. 77 
Samuel 77 

1 essup. Alexander, 122 
Edwnrd Emerson. 122 
Emerson. Rev .. 122 
Elennor Ravmond. 122 
Harold Blair, 122 
?d,ro.A., 122 

J'ohnso·n. Stephen, 72 
Xeep. Alice Rose. 127 

Cho.uncey, 128 · 
Henry Blair. 129 
Katherme Frances,, 129 
Margaret. 129 

li'.endrick. Elizabeth. 88 
Knapp. L~c, Rev., 83 
Knox. David. oi 

Henn-. S9 
Lucretia, 109 
Submit. 57 

~mg. Chnrlotte. 87 
Lee, Lucinda. 107 
Lyman. Asahcl. 799 so 

• A.so.be! Phelp~ 79 
Daniel. 116 
Dolly. 79 
Franklin. 79 
George NmOD, 79 
Henry. 79 
Nancy; 81 
p~~. 117 



Lyon, Lucy llehitable, 113 
lfocqunrrie, Jennie llnud, 113 
?tlnllison, Emon, 73 
lfonn. Lucina. 112 -

Rhoda (Bllickmnn), 82 
l\lu.rr, Agnes, 56 
l\lcCfanntbnn, Jane, 43 

Samuel. 43 
. McCormick, Anna Reubenn. 130 
llcFnrlnnd. Cornelia Seymourt 129 

:Elimbeth, 82 
l\lcKCf' .. Willimn. 90 
lie:-scngcr,Nornum, 73 
llitchell, l\lnry A. I., 126 

:Moi;ies, 57 
- William. 5G, 57 

l\!o~ Tryphcnn. 70 
Neely. CIU'rie Blair. 124 

Jehn Chmnberlnin, 123 
John Crosb,·. 12¼ 

Nichols. Georgi Rev"' 82 
Noble. Rannah, 70 
Orr, llnrv, 46 
Osborn, Amclin, 89 

Dwight, 89 
Ed..~on. 89 
Eli. 89 
Helen, 89 
Lucia. 89 
Olive. 89 
V-mcent, 89 

Pardee. llerritt. 106 
PaulB,.105 
T"a¢.nin, 105 

Pearce. Grace. 127. 182 
Perkin.~. Emblem, 73, 7 4 

Et1thcr, 72 
Petcrn:um. - 122 
Pratt, Eliznbeth. 117 
Rankin. David, 30 

Isnbdle. 30 
Jes11ie. 107 

Rzn-mond. M~ 76 
Reed, Henricttn. 89 
Ro~ .:\.nn.n, i 4 
RobinM>n. .)larv C., 69 
Rockefeller. Margaret, 76 
Roget'!', N nthan. 82 
Round~. LTdin. 121 
Rowland. Caroline .A,. 109 

Edmund H.. 109 
ETeline A"t 109 

Rowland. l\Inry A,. 109 
Snmuel Wildman, 109 
Thaddeus H., 109 
,vil.linm n.. 1 os 

Russell. Sherman, 7 6 
SnndeT!IOn, Elijah. 72 
Serbcy, Walter, 75 
Seymour, Sarah :'.\Inri11., l 03 
Shepard. Elt~ha W nrren, 88 
Shepherd. David S,. 59 
Smi~ Amanda, 111 

Daniel, 111 
Lucy, 108 
l\Inry, 70 
linry M., 111 
linry E.. l!rs.. S8 
Sophronia, 109 

Sperry, A.ntoinette. lm .. 106 
Stim.'IOn, Orrin Blair. 103 

\V-illi.nm Encs. 103 
Stocking. Dnniel ; 4 
Stockwell. Chnrl~ Blah-. 83 

Henrietta. 83 
Cyras, 83 
James c .. 83 
l\Luia, 83 

Thrall. liartha. 68 
Train. :5nlh-, 69, s; 
T,-rcll. Fmi'nT, 7 4 
"-.alton, Evalina A .. 104 
". a.rd, John. 89 
Watson. Abigail, 46 

David, 46 
Dolh· Ann. 76 
Doroth\"'. 46 
Electn Blair, 7i 
Eliznbeth. 46 
Emily Wells, ii 
Hnnnnh. 46 
J ame_;i. 46 
Jane C,. TT 
John. 46 
Loring. i6 
Loring F .. ·;-; 
Lvdin, 46 
liu.rthn. 46 
Mnry,46 
)Iatthew. 46 
:Moll\"', 46 
)I~--rn Rnymnnd. 76 
Olh·cr. 46 
Patrick. 43, 46 
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,,at.~on, Robert, 46 
Snmuel. 46 
Sarnh., 46 
William. 46 

Wells. Emily, 76 
Williams, Elamon, 78 

J.E.. 121 
Frank, 106 
Lucille, 10.5 

'\TIIIimnl'. Louise. 106 
Wibon, Frank, 181 

Kate. 181 
Lavinia. 181 

0 

liclisSD, 181 
Theodore A., 81, 181 

wt~cman. Rebecca L., Mrs., 83 
Yates. llnry, 105 
Young, Martha, 66 



CAPT.AIN WILLI.Al\! BLAIR, OF BOSTON. 

:Blair. William. 136, 136 
Williom. Capt., 13~, 136 

Chnuncv, Chnrl~. 136 
Eliznlh'th. 136 

Clark.Ann. 136 
John. 136 
Mmy,136 

Ening. Ab~ 136 
John. 136 

Phillip~. John. Capt.. 136 
liary. llri4.. 136 

Tou-nl4end, 111llles. 136 
William Blnir, 136 

WILLIAM BLAIR, OF FR.AlIINGHA.l\I Al\'1) SHREWSBURY • 

. Abercrombie. Rev. l!r,.. 141 
Alexander, J., 140 

linn-. 140 
B:ubcr. :ilnry. 139 

Matthew, 139 
Robert, 140, 14~ 144 

Blair, Anna. 141 
Elizabeth, 140 
George, 141 
John. 140, 141 
llnrgnret. 142. 143 
llary, 140. 1-11 
Nancy, 14-1 
Robert 3d. H-0, 141. 142 
Smnucl, 140, 141, 142, 143 
Willinm. 139-143 

BoumCy George, 143 

Boyd. James, 140 
Bro"-n, Nancv. 141 
Freeman. Eliznbeth. 141 
Gilmore. 1 amet1, Capt., 143 
GruY, John. 139 

0

liarv, 139 
?.Iatthew, 141 
Robert, 139 
'William, 139, 141 

Ruston. Da'rid. 141 
King, "-illiam. 143 
Little. Elizabeth. 141 
lieAili.~ter. Randall, 141 
?.Ii1ler, Robert, 14-3 
lli.-cer, -. 141 
Picque, llargnrct, 143 
Willard, -. 141 



BLAIRS OF NEW H&\IPSHIRE . 

.A brnh:un. 14 7-9 

.Alexander, 150, 151, l.:i2, 153 
Ann. 151 
Arthnr Walter, 156 
Catherine. 150 
Da.~Id. 149,150,151.152, 153 
Elizabeth. 149, 150.151, 153 
Flora Adelaide. 156 
Fl':lllccs. 153. l.i4 
Francc."8 G., 155 
Fmoces )Iaria. 156 
Ha.nn:a.b, 149. 155 
Ha.nDAh Ellen. 155 
Hannah P., 156 
Henry Patterson, 15G 
Henry Willln.m, 156-159 
Hep~ibeth Palmer, 155 
Isabella., 151. 152 
J:imes. 1:;o, 151, 152, 1S3 
Jane, 153 
Jean. 150.151, 153 
Jenet, 149 
John, 150, 151, 15!?, 153 
Joseph Coleman, 155 

Lois E$tbcr, 156 
Louisa C., 155 
Lncy, 153 
Lydia, 14:J, 150, 155 
llargaret, 151,152 
llary, 150 
lfary E., I5u 
lfarv Little, 155 
)loses B:lker. 15G 
N atha.n Harris. 155 
Pamela llerrll4 15G 
Peter, 154 
Rachel Lo\"e, 150 
Rebecca. 15!? 
Rllbert. 151. 153 
Sn.mac! Lh·ermorc, IS!?, 153, 154 
Snrah. 150 
Snrn.b Eliza. 155 
Walter. 154. 1-'.iS. 156 
\\" alter Lh·crmore, 155 
Walter R-. 155 
Capt. WUU:im. l:iO, 152 
Wllliam, 151, 152. 153 
Wllllam H.1 155, 156 

D"TER-lL\R.RIAGES. 

Ada.ms. Lo;;aac L., 155 
Baker. Lois, 156 
Chs.mberlain, Ellen E., 156 
Co~ Ann, 152 

)lary, 155 
Sarnh. 152, 154 

Crombie, Eliza.beth, 152 
Cumi4r,.s. Ann, 151, 153 

Dr. John, 151 
Dole. lfoses c., 155 
Farnam, Ellzabeth, 155 
Love, Robert, 150 
McGlackson, Rebecca.. 151 
McClurg, Jenet. 152 

j\fltchcll. H.B., lSG 
Ne~on. Elisa., 159 
Ord. Mar:;:aret, 151 
Palmer, HllD.ns.b. 154 
Peabody. Charles E., 156 
Shepard,Jncob, 153 
Stanton, Ann, 152 
Thompson, Ann. 150 

Da\"id, 149. 150 
Hannah, 149, 150 
J:imes, 149, 150 
Sara.b,150 
William, 149 

Wright. Dr. E. Mellen, 156 



l\IRS. SA.:\IUEL BL.A.IR'S DESCENT. 

Archer, Henry. lGG 
Big~e, Eliz.-i.bctb, lC.5 
BL'\ir, Snmnel, lG!:, !G.5 
Bulkle\". S:i:rnh, 1G5. lG'i 
Frnry;Dolly. lGS . 

Ek-:izcr, 1C3, 164 
IDmn:lh, lG~. 164, lw 
Isnnc, 163, 164 
.lobn, 163 
Joo::Lth:ln, 1G3. 1G4, lGS 
Joseph, 1C3, 164: 
Lydia, lw 
Phlneru;, 165 
Prudence. lG-1: 
Rebecca, 1 G5 
Reuben, 165 
S:unson. lGS 
Snmucl, lGS, lG-l 
Sarah. lG-1: 
Theophilus, lGS 

Gml"cs, !\ury Church, 16' 
Gre;?:;. ::\tnry, 165 
Grltlln, Willia.'11, lGS 
Leon:ird. Hc'lll!ln, 165 
Noble, ::\[ednd. lGS 
Stockin~. Bethlo.. 165 
Stow, Bethi:i., 167 

Dorothy, 163, 1G5, 16i 
Eliz!l.bctb, lGG 
H:mruih, 1G7 
John. 1G5, lGG, 1G7 
Jo~cph. 165, 167 
)fory, 1G7 
Xnthnnlel, lGG 
Rcbcce:i, 167 
Samuel. lGG, 167 
Sarah, IG7 
Tb::mkful, IGG, lGi 
Thomas, 165, 16G, lGi' 

White, Ifaun:lh, 164 



lIRS. WILLIA)! BLAiltS DESCE2''"T. 

.Allwood, Ann, 171. 
Bruley. Sos:tnnnb, lil, li3 
Blnlr. Ed"·:ml Tyler, 1';'5, 17'9 

William, Ii5, 179 
Willliun Sc.rmoor, l i5, 1 W 

Carpenter. Bethh. 171, li-i 
Comstock. Polly. 1 ;; 
Cowles, C:tpt. Solomon. 177 
Gee, ll~. Elizabeth, 1,1, 173 
Green, Daniel. 177' 
Bale, Josiah, 1,6 
H:u-t. Ablgall, 175. 178 
Hawkins, .Anthony, 178 
Hollh:ter, A.bl:rail, l iG 

Eanice, 175, 177 
Hooker, Elij:lh, 177' 
Hubbard. Geo~e. 176 
Hewey, Thomns, 177 
Kin~. Joseph. 1.; 
llcConnick. Rabv. 175 
llerrill. James, 177 
~ewell, Js.mes, 177' 
:Xorth, H:Luruth, 176 
Oxenbri<l~c. Tboodor:i. 171, 173 
P:irtridge, Eliza. 171, li3 
Pomeroy. J osepb. l 7C 
Prince • .lfary, 171. 17-! 
Read. llrs. l\I:l.ry, 171,174 

Sarah, 171, 174 
Se\'IDour, Alonzo, 17$ 

• Ebenezer, 176" 
Ellakim. 17:i, l 7'i 
Eliza, 179 
Ellen, 179 
EUDlce, 17i 
Geor;:e, l iS 
George W., li9 
Hn.nnah, 176 
Hart. 178 
Jerosba, 177 

John, 171, IiS, l'i6, li.S 
John A., li!l 
.Ton:i.tbnn, 1;:;, 17G, 177, 1rs 
Lois. 177 
ll:lrtlm. 1 TT 
lfehitnbcl. 17S 
)forcv, 175. liG 
N:ibby, 178 
Nancy, 17$ 
Polly, li7 
Rich!Lrd, 1r.;, 176 
Cnpt. Richard, 175, liG 
Rnthn. 1rs 
Snmael, 176. 177 
Sarah .a •• 1 rs, 17B 
S:ir:lh lfarl:i. 171. 175. 17!• 
Sui-:monh Jnddt 175. li7 
Thomii.", liG 
Willinm H(.'nry, 179 
Z:icb:1ry, 176 

ShC!lfe, lino. )far;::u-ct (Webb), 
171, 173 . 

Th:ichcr, liost"s. 171.174, 175 
Nancy. li-l 
Rev. Peter (Queen CnmclJ. 

lil 
Re,·. Peter (S:i.lli;bury). 171, 

172 
Rev. Pt~kr (liilton). 171, 17'!: 
Re,·. Peter (lliddlcboro·), 

lil, 174 
Rev. P~ter (Attleboro'), 171. 

17.f. 
Rev. Thomas (Boston), 17'lf 

li:?. li3 
Sn.rnh A.thcrton, 171, li4, 175, 

176 
Tyler. Cnptnin John, 1,4 

J>rof. WllUn.m Seymour, 1,-l 
Woodruff', Hnnnah, 17:i, 176 


