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INTRODUCTION. 

The purpose of the compiler of these annals has been 
sirnp]y to preserve them for posterity. J-lo\\·ever humble 
their careers, the history of one·s ancestry must ahvays 
prove of interest, though experience prove~ that ic\\' per­
sons are ,villing to devote the time necessary to collate such 
data. 

lt is not intended to present here more than such de­
tached inftlrn1ation as was available relating to a ~ingle 
branch of the Bo\\'tnan family, namely, the descendants t'f 
Edward Bo,\·nian, of .'.\.mherst county. Virginia. Incident­
ally there ,viii be found sotnc data concerning the Spenccrs, 
Morgans and others connected by marriage. In gen~ra]. 
there sccn1s little ,lottl>t that the Dow1nan~ nf \rirginia and 
other states to the south and west arc of co1n1non stork. It 
is a fan1ily tradition that the earlie,t ancc~tor n-as a ship 
carpenter \\·ho ca1ne with the first coloni~ts to Jan1estown 
f ro111 London, but this has neither been authenticah:d or 
disproved. 

Though their nan1cs have not been written large on the 
pages of the cyclopedias, the Bowtnans have had a part in 
the larger n1ovc111cnts, contributing to civilization and the 
hcttennent of their fellow n1cn. ~Iostly they \\'ere pioneer . ..;, 
he,ving thr forests, opening the roadways. plowing the fidd~, 
fulfilling their parts as citizens in rraring and 1naintaining 
the political fa bric. 
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Bo,vman is an ancient English name, probably originating 
with the practice of archery, or its employment in war. In 
later English history and down to the time of Henry VIII 
the cross-bo\\F was an ann of the service! 

Two pronunciations are sanctioned by the Century Dic­
tionary, that ,vith the long, or first sound of o, and that of 
ou. The former is the one generally used. There are two 
German names, Bauman and Ilaugh1nann, from which many 
of the Row·mans, particularly those of Pennsylvania, derived 
their names, and it seems probable that this accounts for the 
second pronunciation. 

As before stated, this collection is mainly confined to the 
history of a single original family, and its successors, the 
earliest one concerning ,vhich authentic information has 
been found. To have traced the ancestry of this family to 
the first colonist, and even to the mother country, \\'ould 
have been most satisfactory, likewise to have included all 
the descendants of the first comer, but the undertaking 
proved too great. 'fhcre ,viii be found a gap between 1715 
and Jan1esto\\·n ,vhich ren1ains to be bridged by some future 
historian. Some,vhere in the old fa111jly or official records 
of Virginia, North Carolina. South Carolina, the necessary 
links in the chain 1nay yet be found. 

The census of \·irginia for l 7HO ,vas destroyed at the in­
vasion of \ Vashington by the British in 1812. A substitute 
census has lately hl·en tnadc up by the census bureau f ro1n 
asscss111cnt rolls and otl1t.--r local records of the state, f ron1 
,vhich we find that in 1 ':'~t there were thirteen heads of 
fa111ilics h\' the nan1e of Bo\\·tnan in five counties; in 1 '"/90 
there \\'ere t wenty-cight heads of f a1nilics in six counties. 

'}'here is also an ancient, honorable ancl quite extensive 
----------·-·--------- --------- -------

•Stt "Tht' Bo\\ancn's Song," in 1'bc Whitt' Company, Doyle. 
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family of Spencers, ,vhose history it ,vould be interesting to 
trace. The branch associated ,vith the B01.vmans bv mar-

~ 

riage appears to have originated in \Tirginia. Several arc 
kno,vn to have been soldiers in the Revolution and a num­
ber were ministers of the Gospel. Shepherd Bo,vm~n 1nar­
ried Elizabeth Spencer in North Carolina, and his son 
Joshua married Elizabeth Af. Spencer, of Lin~oln county, 
North Carolina, of the same family. The name Benjamin 
Spencer is of so frequent occurrence among the pensioners 
of the Revolutionary \Var as to create confusion in the pur­
suit of infonnation of the family history. 

There were Bowmans in New England. descendants of 
N athanicl, "who came to America before 1630 and settled 
at Waterto,vn.'' 

A list of Bowmans from Virginia, ~lassachusetts, Ne,v 
Jersey and Ne,v York, ,vho served as offil .. ers in the Con­
tinental Army, will be inserted at the end of this collection. 

As \\'ill appear to th<' critical reader, there are many un­
fortunate gaps in the stories \\·hich follo,v. Inquiries have 
~n addressed to many persons, supposed to be in posse~­
sion of data, but ,vith meagre result~. Fragmentary though 
it be, this rompilation is coromitted to print in order to pre­
serve it and in the hope that it n1ay stinudatc those con­
cerned to co-operate in any iurthcr attc1npts to render it 
cotnplctc. 
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FAMILY TABLES. 

In explanation of the tables which follo\v, it is intended 
to show in each case the name of parent, on Jef t sicle, ,vith 
the names of children, and abbreviated data concerning each, 
on the right side, or, included ,vi thin the brace. For ex­
ample, in 1'able 2 \Viii be fonnd Echvard Bo\vman, outside. 
and his chHdrcn listed inside the brace. Follo,ving this the 
tables wilJ take up and treat each of his sons ( of ,\·horn any­
thing is known) in a similar inanner, each being allotted a 
~arate table ; and, in tum the grandsons in chronological 
orJer, and so on. 

BO\VMAN 
( Unk11c1\\ 11) 

FAMILY TABLE I. 

Eo\VARD. 1715-1795. 
Born in Amherst county, Virginia. 

about 1715. Mnrried to Anna Childcr~. 
Died in Burke county, North Carolina. 
Had four sons. namely. :Marshall. Sher­
wood, Groves and ShepherJ. ( s~\! bio­
graphical sketch.) 
Grr.Bt:RT. 

Born in Amherst county, Virginia. 
Mo,·ed to Burke county, ~orth Carolina, 
prohal>ly in 177.'i. ( 5ec biographical 
sketch.) 
Jou~. 1753-184 t. 

Horn in Amherst county, Virginia. 
Supposed to he the John Bowman who eu­
listccl in Philadt•lphia, for thl· war. ~lard1, 
17;7, tttukr Captain Clough ( ur. Cliff) ~lwl­
ton, Colunt'l Sll'n:ns' T~nth Va. Rt•gitnt'llt, 
Ccn~ral Scotf s briga,ll'. ( s~~ biographical 
sketch.) 
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EDWARD 
BOWMAN 

BOWMAN GENEAuJGY 

FAMILY TABLE 2. 

GRO\'ES. 
Born in Amherst county, Virginia. 

moved with his father to North CaroHna. 
Was a farmer and Justice of the Peace 
all his life. Had a large farm in the val­
ley of the Catawba river, Burke county, 
North Carolina. Married to Polly Con­
nelly. Died in Burke county. ( See bio­
graphical sketch.) 
Snnwooo. 1758. 

Born in Amherst county, Virginia. mov­
ing to Burke county, North Carolina. \Vas 
drafted for service in Revolutionary \Var 
latter part of 17i0. Re-entered service in 
1781. Blind for over 11 years. Married to 
Mollie Spencer. 
MARSHALi.. 1760-1840. 

Born October 13, 1760, in Amherst coun­
ty, Virginia. Volunteered from Burke 
county, North Carolina, as soldier in Revo­
lutionary War. Died in Benton county. 
Missouri, lS-10, or later. (See biographical 
sketch.) 
SHEPH>.'1m. 1774·18-19. 

Born October 1 ,1774, in Amherst county, 
Virginia. ~larried to Elisabeth Spencer, 
1804. Farmer in Burke county, Nonh 
Carolina. l>ic<i in ~I issouri, probably 18-iS 
or 1~-19. ( Sec biographical sketch.) 

Other children of Edward were: Judith, 
who married a ~Ir. Knowles; Pn,denc~. 
( mentioned by Catrb in his autobio~raphr) : 
Elisa}l(lth, who married a .Mr. Vance, and 
moved to South Carolina. Lived with 
htr brother Shepherd previous to marriage. 



GROVES 
BOWMAN. 

FAMILY TABLES 

FAMILY TABLE 3.1 

]OHN. 

9 

A tanner by trade, emigrating from 
North Carolina to Georgia, where he con­
tinued the business. 
]AXES . 

. Was a farmer, lil"ing near the old home­
stead, across the river on a high ridge 
overlooking his father's farm. \Vas con­
stable. 
W1u.1A11. 

\Vas a farmer in North Carolina; was a 
class leader in Chal)t'I Hill Church, North 
Carolina; emigrated to ~Iissouri and set­
tled in Scott county in 1833; noted for his 
piety. 
HARVEY. 

Farmer in North Carolina, moving to 
MiS50Uri about 1834, married and settled 
in Scott county near his brother \Villiam. 
Died of pneumonia while on a ,·isit to his 
wife's relatives, near Jackson. Married a 
Russell. 
:\LI.EN. 

"\Vas a sober young man, working on 
his father's farm," North Carolina. 
GEORGE B. (Rev.) 1812-1888. 

Rorn in North Carolina. and went to 
~f issouri with his uncle Shepht-rd. Taught 
school in Missouri ; was licensed to preach 
and transferred to Iowa Conference. 
Found~d Seminary at ~ft. Pleasant. Dird 
in California. ( See biographical sketch, 
with portrait.) 
L•:ANDER. 

'"\Vas a good boy~ bon1 about 1813; went 
away, not known where.'' 
CALEB L. 1816-1881. 

Remained on the oJ<l homestead in ~ orth 
Carolina: marril'd his cousin, !\f argaret 
L. Connelly (Sc-otch ), January 22. lSJ!l; 
married second time to Rebecca S. Bellew, 
January 17, 1858. Died April 27, lRSl. 

Other children of Groves were: Vira, 
Anna and Susan. 
- -iD~foilowing .-~re obtained from J osbua 
Bown1an, father of the writer. 
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MARSHALL 
BO\VMAN. 

BOWMAN GENEALOGY 

FAMILY TABLE 4. 

LUSBY. 

Census of 1840 for Benton county, lfis­
souri, contains this name as head of f am­
ity, himself and wife between 20 and 30 
years of age ; one male and one female 
child under five years ; name immediately 
follows that of Marshall Bowman, who, 
with his wife, is set down as between 60 
and 70 (?) years of age, and as having one 
son with them between 20 and 30 years of 
age. 

TosJNA. 

This name immediately follows that of 
Lusby Bowm.in in the census of Benton 
county, Missouri, for 1840. He is reponed 
as 20 to 30 years of age; as having a wiic 
of same age; two male children under 5; 
one between 5 and 10; one female under 5. . 

Lusby and Tobina with others, are doubt­
less the children alluded to by :Marshall 
Rowman in his :1pplication to be transferred 
from the Pension roll of Virginia to that 
of Missouri. 

( 1850. This census of Benton county, 
ll issouri. does not contain the names of 
~Marshall or Lushy or Tobina Bowman, but 
d~s contain the names following:} 

Lt~DSAY nowMA~. 

Aged 41, bon1 in Virginia, with wife of 
:n, and seven children; all above 9 years, 
bt")rn Virginia, alt under, born in ~lissouri. 
Probably moved to :Missouri in 1~41. 

ZACll ROWMAN. 

Aged 35, horn in Virginia, and wife, aged 
3:?, horn in ll is~ouri. and three children, all 
under 7 yrar5. Prohahly the son living 
with ~tarshall in 1840. 



SHEPHERD 
BOWMAN. 

FAMILY TABLES 11 

FAMILY TABLE S. 

CAUB. b. 1807. 

Born July 19, 1807, in Burke county, 
North Carolina, married to Elizabeth Crye 
in Bartholomew county, Indiana, llarch 
15, 1832. ?\loved to \Visconsin and last 
heard from at Yuba, Richland county. 
( See autobiography.) 

\VU.LIAM J. 1817-1865. 

Born April 1, 1817, in Burke county, 
N ortb Carolina. Married to lf art ha Con­
rad Served in local Union militia War of 
1861. \Vas elected to Missouri State Sen­
ate, but died before taking his seat. J 86;'> or 
1866, in Cape Girardeau county, llissouri. 
( See sketch.) 

JosuuA (Rev.) 1813-1892. 

Born in Burke county, North Carolina, 
June 25, 1813. ?-{arried to Elizabeth ll. 
Spencer in Cape Girardeau county, l\lis­
souri, August 2i, 1837. h[oved to Iowa 
( ~luscatine). 18-Ui. lloved to northwt·st 
Missouri 1851. \\"as an ordained minister 
of M. E. Church and in actin· work for 25 
year~. Died at Pueblo. Colorado. X o\·em­
btr 30, 1892. (See autobiography with por­
trait.) 

Cn1A. (Celia Ernaline.) 

Born in Burke l'Oltnty. North Carolina. 
}-farr1cd to Drury \\'ills. February l 1, 1~3~, 
and Jived in Cape Girardeau county. 1\1 is­
souri. ( See Family Table 8.) 

Other childrrn of Shl'phcrcl were: 
Amanda; Edwar<l. eldest son, born in 
llurkc county. ~ orth Carolina. died at 14 
years of age; Jolin. horn 1~:!:?, ii1 Hnrkc 
county, North Carolina, died in Cape Gi­
ranlcau county. ll issouri; Elisahl'th. Spicic, 
Fannil', all n·portc,l to ha\·e died in H~:m. 



12 BOWMAN GENEALOGY 

FAMILY TABLE 6. 

J OSEPB S. 1839-

Bom F chruary 10, 1839, at Urbana. Il­
linois. Married to Mary Sayres. 

JOHN G. 1842-

Bom Cktobcr 26, 1842, in Tazewell 
County, Illinois. Married to Mina Ran­
dolph. 

JONATHAN C. 1846--

Born October 17, 1846, in Howard coun­
ty, Indiana. Married to Eliza Vandyke. 

SPICE\". 1833--
CALEB BOWMAN.~ Bom April 21, 1833, at Columbus, In­

diana. Married to William Ah-ord. 

C\-NTHJA. 1836-1843. 

Born Fcbn1ary 3, 1836, in Indiana. Died 
~lay 21, 1843. 

EUZ..\BETH. lS.U-1867. 

Bon1 April 27, 1844. Died October 30, 
1867. 

CATH£1USF.. 18-19-1850. 

t
. Bon1 June 21, 1849. Died October 30, 

lSlO. 



JOSHUA 
BOWMAN. 

FAMILY TABLES 

FAMILY TABLE 7.• 

CHARLES \VESLEY. 1840-

13 

Born February 23, 1840, near Jackson, 
Cape Girardeau county, Missouri. Learned 
the printer's trade; served three and a half 
years in Union army. Married Septem­
ber 11, 1865, to Henrietta G. llorgan, at 
Sedalia, Mo.; wife died February 3, 1871: 
married to Mrs. Zellie B. O'Neal, at Ve­
vay, Indiana, September 11, 18~2. 

Cvaus BtNTON. 1842-

Born February 7, 1842, Cape <~irar<leau 
county, ~lissouri. Learned J>rintcr's trade; 
served three years and eight months in 
Union army. Alarried January 10, 186t. 
to Mary E. Pearcy, at St. Joseph, ltissouri. 
Wife died December 1, 1878. Two sons. 
one daughter. Married Jul}· 21, 1~89, to 
R. Estella Kenwill, \Valsenburg, ColoradC\. 

GEOIGE B1Y.-\~T. 18-16-1891. 

Born March 2:>, 1846. Cape Girardeau 
cot1nty, Missouri. Learned printer's trade, 
also the business of a florist; served in 
-45th Mo. Inf. Union army latter part of 
Ci\·il \Var. l\larried No,·emher 8, 1'i70. to 
Emma ~lurphy. Oregon. ~t issouri. Died 
De~mber 17th, JS~H. \Varrensburg. ~(is­
sour1. 

NELSOX llESRY. 1851-1003. 

Born December 22. 1s.;1. Platte C'()ttnty. 
ilissouri. l\tarrie<l August 28. 1870, to 
Anna Pinkston, at Holt county. lf issouri. 
Printer. ~1ovl·d to Colora<lo. 1 S,3. Dic:d 
'!\ ovembcr 28, Hl03, at Puchlo. snn·i\·ed hy 
wife and sons Lee and Edward. 

EttIOTT Bo;'\o. 1856-

Born June 17, 1856, Gentry county, ~tis­
souri, Albany town. ~larri~d January 2:;, 
1875, to l\lary E. Johnson. of .-\ntlrew 
county, ~I issouri. House paintt:r an<l 
plasterer. 

1See biographital sketches for ~ach of the five 
IODS. 
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CELIA 
BOWMAN­

\VILLS. 
(Mrs. Drury \ViJJs) 

BOWMAN GENEALOGY 

FAMILY TABLE 8. 

MIN!JtVA J. 1840-1874. 

Born March 6, 1840, Cape Girardeau 
county, Missouri. Married to John F. 
Smith, February 12, 1863. Died Novem­
ber, 18'14. 

ALBDT M. 1842-

Born June 27, 1842, Cape Girardeau 
county, Missouri. lfarried to Alevia Jones. 
Moved to Washington State. 

J ACX SOY B. 1843-1882.. 

Born October 28, 1843, Cape Girardeau 
county, Missouri. Married to Cordelia E. 
Penny, March 2-1, 1864. Died March 14, 
1882. 

MAISHALL L. 1845-

Born January 9, 1845, Cape Girardeau 
county, Missouri. Went to Nevada. 



CHARLES 
WESLEY 

BOWMAN. 
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FAMILY TABLE 9. 

MIRIAM VIOLA. 1S66-
Bom July 29, 1866, Oregon, Holt county, 

Missouri. Married March 2, 1885, at La 
Junta, Colorado, to Lyman J. Miller. Chil­
dren: Guy ?tlanfred, born April 18, 1S86; 
Marshall Mortimer, August 6, 1888; Mar­
garet Morgan, June 21. 1891. ~lrs. ~Iiller 
married second time Novem~r 0, 1910, at 
Washington, D. C., to Carl F. Schocnthafer. 
Marshall l\Iil1er, her son, married August 
23, 1911, at Kansas City, lfissouri, to llil­
dred Nobbey, of \Vashington, D. C. ~lar­
garet married November 8, 1011, \\"ashing­
ton, D. C., to Francis X. Kane. 

ANNA GDTRUD£. 1868-1880. 
Born January 30. 1868. Adopted by Mr. 

and Mrs. J. E. Black, of Sabetha, Kansas, 
1872. Died January 18, 1880. 
EDNA LAVERNJE. 1869-

Born November 13, 1869 Pleasant Hill, 
Cass county. Missouri. Married April 30, 
1904, to William lliRKS, jr .• at Washington, 
D. C. Children : Eleanor Spencer, born 
January 24, 1906. 

ISSUE OF SECOND 11.,RRJAGE. 

ISAB£1J.I DUMOST. 1883-
Bom at Pueblo, Colorado. July 13, 1SS3. 

Attend('d public schools at Pueblo and 
Canon City, Colorado. :Moved to \\'ashing-­
ton with father and sister Edna, June:, 1000. 

REGINALD GRISARD. 1885--
Uorn at Pueblo, Colorado, Septtmber 17, 

1885. Educated in public 5chools of In­
diana. Attended school of mines, Gol<len, 
Colorado, 190-t and 1905 ; in assay office, 
Cripple Creek, Colorado. 1 ~lOt\; . \ssistant 
Chemist Bureau of Internal Rcvl·nuc, 
\\'ashington, D. C .• 1907-8; Lr. S. Patcut 
Office, 1 !t0R-9. Returned to Schn0l of 
)fines, 1909, September. Finished at School 
of Afincs, 191 t, rccch·ing cJt.>grcc of Mctal­
lurgicnl Engineer, (E. Met.) In service 
of Anaconda (~lont.) Copper Company 
since graduation. 
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FAMILY TABLE 10. 

CYRUS BENTON 
BOWMAN. 

f 
LUCIAN \Vt:BSTO. 1870-1898. 

Born January 31, 1870, at St. Joseph, 
Missouri. Died January 17, 189S, in Texas. 

I 
where he had gone for benefit of health. 
Was a clerk in the offices of A. T. & S. F. 
Ry., Chicago, where he contracted tubercu­
losis. 

RAYMOND s. 1872-

Born January 8, 1872, at St. Joseph, 11is­
souri. Learned printer's trade; served in 
F~rst Colorado, in Philippines, 1S!»S-1S99. 
Re-enlisted in 29th Inf. U. S. A. Enlisted 
third time at Ft. Bliss, Texas, about 100-l. 
Promoted to Second Lieutenant Philippine 
~outs, 1907, and since serving in Philip­
pines. 

EDITH E. 18'74-

Born January 14, 1874, at St Deroin, Ne-
braska, residence at that time oi her 

l
grandfathcr, Rev. J. Bowman. lfarried 
July 12, 190-I, at Washington, D. C., to 
Joseph T. Kelly, Jr., son of Rev. Joseph 
T. Kelly. ?.loved to Baltimore. 

FAMILY TABLE 11. 

ARTH CR. 1873-

Born at St. Joseph, 1\1 issouri. January 
13, 1873. lfoved to Portland. Oregon, 
1889, while in EngineerinJ{ Dept. ~- P. R. 

I R. ?.fothcr and sister follow~<l later. Since 
GEORGE BRY A~T fo_r some years fitlinE\ a responsible place 

1 
with Portland Seed Company. 

BOWllAN. 

MARY EtHJ:-:LYN. 1877-

l Born at Lathrop, ~lissouri, ~lav 25, 1877. 
Married at Portfand, Ore~on, l!JOi. to E. 
G. \Vatson. Daughkr: Elizabeth Camey, 
born ~lay 1, 1!>08. 



NELSON HENRY 
BOWMAN. 

ELLIOTT BOND 
BOWMAN. 

UNKNOWN 
SPENCER. 
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FAMILY TABLES 17 

FAMILY TABLE 12. 

JOSHUA LEE. 1872-
Born 1'Iarch 18, 1872, at Oregon, IIolt 

county, lfissouri. lf arried October 9, 
1904, to :Mrs. 11. L. Evans, at Raton, N. 
M. Linotype operator. For some years at 
Pueblo in office of the Cbief tain, later at 
Savannah, Ga. 
]ULJA AN~A. 1875-1876. 

Born July 21, 1875, at Las Animas, Colo­
rado. Vied August 25, 1876. 
EDWARD SPENCf.R. 1881-

Born January 15, 1881, at Las Animas, 
Colorado. Married August 1.J. 1901, to 
Olive Longinotti, at Pueblo, Colorado, Sta. 
tionary Engineer. Children bon1: Nina 
Mildred, iiay 25, 1903. 

FAMILY TABLE 13. 
MnUA),( G&1rauo£. 187.i-1878. 

Born June 17, 1875, at Amazonia, Mis• 
souri. Died 1878. 
CHARLE~ NELSON. 1876-

Born July 9, 1876, at Savannah, Mis­
souri 
GEORGE ARTHUR. 1877-1879. 

Born June, 1877, at Corning, llissouri. 
Died Septrmber 7, 1879. 

FAMILY TABLE 14. 

BENJAMIN SPtNCER. 1760-1843. 
Born Orange county, North Carolina. 

Died Dt:cembcr 18, 1843. Revolutionary 
soldier. ~(arried and had four children: 
Siebert, \Villiam, Benjamin. Mymie. \Vifc's 
first name was ~fary. ( See biographical 
sketch.) 

A chart ol,tained from Celia Bowman­
\Vills gi\'cs a great uncle n~mcd Renjamin 
Spencer, who married l\lary \\'inkier. 
\VtLLl,\M SPENC~R. 

Horn in Virginia, died in X orth Carolina, 
at ad\'auccd age. Had six sons and one 
daughter. 
KAZIA 11 8r1-:~cER. 
Mor.tu: Sr•r.NCER. 
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WILLIAM 
SPENCER. 

(REV.) 

SIEBERT 
SPENCER. 

BOWMAN GENEALOGY 

FAMILY TABLE 15. 

\VIUIAM. 
Born in Virginia. Died in childhood. 

]OHN. 
Born in Virginia. Died single. 

THOllAS. 
Born in Virginia. Married to Elizabeth 

Center. Five sons, all preachers, one 
named Urban, went to Te."tas. The father 
died in ~fissouri, aged 70. 
F ..\ :'<r NI£. 

Born in Burke county, N. C. Married 
to Daniel Beadle. 
SALLlP-

Bom in Burke county, North Carolina. 
Married to \\"illiam Ashe. 
EL1z.~Bf.TH. 1777 -1830. 

Bom September, 1777, in Virginia. Mar­
ried to Shepherd Bowman. Ditd Septem­
ber, 1830, in North Carolina. 

FAMILY TABLE 16..1 

lsllAEL. 181a-
Rorn in Lincoln county, North Carolina, 

1815. )tarried to Elizabeth Best. Second 
wife, }.firiam E. Spencer. 
Euz.,sl"TH M1Rt.\M. 1817-1891. 

Born September 4, 1817, in Lincoln coun­
ty. ~orth Carolina. Married to Joshua 
Howman, August 27, 1837, in }.{issouri. 
Died Pueblo. Colorado, July 23, 1891. 
SI~At 1821-

Rorn in ?.tissouri, 1821. ~tarried to 
Robt. Blaylock. I lad five children. 
:MARY Ass. 1~24-

Rnrn in 11 issouri, 1821. ~f arriccl to 
Hcnnl't ll nrray. who was shot by gu('ri\las 
during the Ci\'il \\'ar. Eight children. 
- . •Thi" an,f the two JlfCC~ing tables are intended 
to 1how th.- anc~try of the wife of Joshua Bow• 
m:tn. 
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ED\VARD BO\VMAN. 

At this date ( 1912), Ed\vard Bo,vman is the earlie!"t an­
cestor of this branch of this family concerning ,vho111 any 
authentic information has been found. Of his father ,ve 
have the indefinite infonnation that he lived '"on the Ja1nes 
river," and again, "on the James river near Rich1non<1:' 
lt is probable that A1nherst county, bordering on the Jan1cs 
river, was his residence, as the pension affidavit of hi3 
brother John gives his birthplace as Amherst county, v·a. 
Ed,vard had hvo brothers, named respectively, Gilbert an<.1 
John, of \\·horn further particulars later. 

Ed\\·ard \\'as born in Amherst county, ,rirginia. 171 ~,. 
lie ,vas 1narried to Anna Childers, by ,vhich union there 
\\·ere born four sons, nan1ely: Sher\\·oo<l. :\larshall. (;nlv(!s 

and She!)hcrd; three daughters, J u<lith. Prudence and Eliza­
beth. So far as known, the children na1ncd ,vcre born in 
An1herst county. 

1'he county records of Atnhcrst sho,v cotn·eyanrcs of 
lands to Edward Bown1an in 17G-1 and 1772, an<l front Ed­
\\·ar<l n. in 17,,;, 1777 ancl 177!l. 

The pension affi,lavit of Shcrwoo<l l1owtnan. horn 1 ~ ;,~, 

sho\\'S that his f atlu.·r 1110\'r<l with his f an1ily tn nurkc 
county, ~orth Carolina. ,rhcn he "·as sixte<'n year~ uf agl", 
so that the <late of his father's r~n1oval to Xorth Carolina 

I lDl 
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must have been 1774. At this date, therefore, Edward 
Bmvman settled in Burke county, North Carolina, ,vhere, 
as his grandson says, "he o,vned farms and orchards on the 
Catawba river, and engaged in farming and stockraising." 
His name next appears in the census of Burke county, 
N. C., for 1790, the enumeration including one male, three 
female ,vhites over thirty years of age, and three slaves. 

As evidence of his holdings in Burke county, there may 
be seen in the office of the recorder of deeds the records of 
three patents from the state for five hundred, three hundred 
and one hundred acres of land "on the south side of the 
Cata,vba river, beginning at Joseph Bellew's corner, and 
running ,vith his line," etc., dated 1783 and 1784. 

The minutes of the county court of common picas of 
Burke county, January term, 179-l, sho,v the selection of 
Ed,varcl Bo,vman and his brother Gilbert for grand jurors 
for the April term of the superior court. 

Concerning his death, we have only the brief entries in 
the minute book of the county court. 

At the Octc,lx:r tcnn, 1195, it ,vas "ordered that letters of 
administration i~-..nc to Groves Bo,v1nan on the estate of 
Ed\\'ant BfJwtnan. f..lt:ceased, wido"· Bown1an and an older 
brother ha\·ing rl'linquished their right of adtninistration." 

At the January sc:,;sion. 179G, Groves Bo,vman, ad1ninis­
trator of Edw;tnl lk,w1nan. deceased, ca1nc into open court 
and made n·turn of an invrntory of ~aid estate, and an1ount 
of sale, a111t,untin~ tu £;;',G-9-1. 
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GILBERT BO\VllAN . 
. 

(Brother of Edward Bcnumall) 

But little is recorded of Gilbert Bo,vman. His grand­
niece, Celia Bowman, puts him do,vn as a brother of Ed,vard, 
born in Virginia, and noted as a hunter. The_ census of 
Burke county, North Carolina, for 1790,. contains the name 
of Gilbert Bowman as head of a family, ,vith hvo male 
children under 16, and six ,vhite females in family, one 
probably the wife and mother. The census of same county 
for 1800 contains the nan1e Gilbert Bo,vman as head of a 
family enumerated as follows: 111ales under ten, 1 ; sixteen 
to t\venty-six, 1 ; forty-five and over. 1 ; females, sixteen to 
t,venty-six, 2; forty-five and over, 1. Later than the above, 
the name of Gilbert Ilowinan does not appear on the census 
rolls of North Carolina. 

The records of the county court of Durke show Gilbert 
Bo,.,,mau drawn as a grand juror, .-\pril and July, 1 '791, as 
,vitncss to certain conveyances of land to his nephew in 
1796; as the purchaser of 2 :.o acres of land f ron1 1\hrahan1 
Strange in the san1e year; and as the purrhascr of l 00 acres 
of lan<l fron1 llira1n \\'illiatn_; in l~H~. .:\ftcr which his 
na1nc disappears f rn1n tht· public rerurcls. Thr n~nw~ of 
children, of which there ,vere several. ha\'l' not been lt.•;,.rnl'<l. 

'fhe nan1c of another Gilbert Ilo\\·111an appears in the 
c-ensus of 1810 for Xclson county, \·irginia, as head of 
fa1nily, hct,.recn twenty-six and forty-five yrars of age, with 
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wife of same age; t,vo sons and hvo daughters under ten 
years, and one slave. From oral information obtained by 
the writer from the obliging county recorder at .:\mherst. a 
Gilbert Bo,vman ,vho had lived ,vith his uncle Sherod at 
Williamsburg, came to Amherst and married Elizabeth 
Tinsley. Of this union ,vas born James Ed,vard Bo\vman, 
now of Amherst. This Gilbert, last named, it is said, had an 
uncle named Gilbert and a third named \Villiam. The exact 
relationshp bet\veen these Gilberts and this one ,vho ,vent 
to North Carolina ,vith Ed,\·ard, can only be guessed, as 
also that of Sherod ,vith Shcr,,·ood, son of Ed,vard. 
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JOHN BO\VMAN. 

(Brother of Ed'i,:ard Bcrd'ma11) 

23 

A clue to the identity of this particular John Bo,vman. as 
a brother of Edward, and as a Revolutionary soldier. is 
found in a family chart made up by Celia Bo,vman-\Vills. 
llrs. \Vills says also that he ,vas a preacher and preached in 
the street at Philadelphia, July 4, 1776. 

He was born in Amherst county, Va., in 1752, married 
in 1'18-l to Barsheba I-looper, died :\lay 25, 1841. Nothing 
is kno,vn of his children. That he ,vas a brother of Ech\·ard 
is rendered doubtfu! by the \\·ide difference in dates of birth, 
but that he \\'as related there seems little room for doubt. 
He may have been a cousin. 

The follo,vi'ng extracts arc from the pension claim of 
Barsheba Bo,vn1an, ,vido,v of John Bo,vman, on file in the 
Pension Bureau, \Vashington: 

"CONCERNING l\fILI1'ARY RECORD OF }OIIN Bo\VllAN, A 

Sow11-:1t OF 'tllt: Rt:voLU'tlONARY \\" AR. 

llade application for pension October 21, 18t2. then ':'O 
years of age and residing in :\!organ county, 1'enncssee. 
Pension allowed for three years actual service as a private 
in the Virginia troop·s Revo. \Var. Part of tin1c he served 
under Captain Shdton and Col. Stevens. I le enlisted in 
Amherst county. \Ta. 

* * * • * * • 
Died ~lay~:-», 1~-11. ~[arricd 178~1: to Barsht'ba Hooper. 

Born and raised in .'\n1hcrst county, \Tirginia.'' 
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Extracts from affidavit for pension : 

"John Bowman, 

Morgan county, State of Tennessee. 

October 21, 1822. 

Born and raised in Virginia, Amherst county. Enlisted 
in lfarch, 1777, under Capt. Cliff Shelton, Tenth \rirginia 
Regiment, at Philadelphia, under Col. E. D. Stevens, Gen. 
Scott's Brigade. \Vas in the battle of Germanto\vn, and 
from thence to winter quarters at Valley Forge and from 
thence sent for duty to a small village called l'enny'd, and 
in a scrimmage ,vith the British, himself and 14 others ,vere 
taken prisoners of ,var, carried to Philadelphia, thence to 
Nc,v York. \Vas a prisoner at date of battle of l\lonn1outh, 
N. J ., and shortly after ,vas discharged and rejoined his 
regi1nent at Brunswick, and was at the battle of Stony Point. 

Continued a pri\'ate in said con1pany and regi111ent for 
three years and ,vas discharged at Burlington. 

(Signed) JOHN Bo,vMAN." 

The Re<'ord a11c.l Pension Office of the \Var Depart1nent 
under <late of ()c:tohcr L\ 1901, gives the military record of 
three Bow111ans 11an1ed John, the last of ,vhich appears to 
refer to tllt' ~uhjc.'ct of this sketch, agreeing in part ,vith the 
affidavit givl·n hy hin1. The letter from that office is as 
follo,vs: 

"Ref ,..-rrinJ! to y,,ur request to be furnished with the Rev­
olutionary \\'ar record:-; of Giluert Bow1nan, Edwar,1 Do,v­
man ancl John l!ow1nan, all of \'irginia, I ha\'c the honor to 
infonn you tlaal one Juhn 13owrnan was a tlll'tnher Captain­
Lieutenant Lennard Cooper's Cotnpany, •1th \:irginia Regi­
n1cnt of Fout, rnn1111:1ntlcd by Colonel John Ke\'il [ formerly 
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8th \•7irginia Regin1ent, commanded by Colonel Abrahan1 
Bo,vman], Revolutionary \Var. His name appears on the 
rolls of this organization from July 131 1176, to . .\.ngu:;t, 
1799. He appears to have been appointed sergeant J annary 
14, 1777; to have been reduced to private in July, 1777, and 
to have died August 19, l '179. 

It also appears from the records that one John Bo,vman 
served as a private in Captain Abraham Kirkpatrick's com­
pany of the 4th Virginia Regiment of Foot. commanded by 
Colonel John Nevin, Revolutionary \Var. He ,vas enlisted 
January 8, 1777, for the period of the war, and ,vas dis­
charged December 1, 1779. 

It further appears from the records that one John Bo\,·­
man served as a private in Captain Clough Shelton's Co1n­
pany in the 6th Virginia Regiment ( formerly l 0th \~ir­
ginia Regiment) conunanded by Colonel John Green, Revo­
httionary \Var. His name appears on the rolls of the aho\'e 
named organization fro1n llay, 1777, to November, 17-:'9, 
,vhich sho,v him to have been enlisted December 2-~, 1 ~7fi, 
fer the period of three years. No record of his discharge 
nor any further infonnation concerning him has been f ounc1. 

Neither the name Gilbert 80\\'n1an nor the na1nc Edward 
_ Bo,\·1nan has been found on the rolls on file in this office, ot 

any organization of V'irginia or Continental troops in srrv­
icc during the war of the Revolution.'' 

1\s introducing still another John Bow1nan, undoubtedly 
of the sa1ne blood, who participated in the revolutionary 
struggle, son1c extracts f rotn "Skrtchcs of Pionct·r'.'- of 
Burke County," by the late Col. 'I'. G. \Valton, publi"hl'd in 
the ~Iorganton Herald, Dccctnbcr 7, lSUa, ct seq., will be 
of interest: 

·'Arnong the first settlers of Durke county of ,vhon1 I ha<l 
either personal knowledge or f rotn inforn1ation sccurecl 
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from old residents during my early years, ,vere the Mc­
Do,vells, Bo,vmans, Greenlees, Er,vins, Averys, Pickens, 
Carsons, l\ilorrisons, Tates, Hemphills, and others too nu­
merous to mention. Those ,vere n1en of mark, many of 
whom ,vere djstinguished for their patriotism during the 
revolution ; others had ,von the esteem and respect of the 
people, as evinced by their selection as representatives in 
Congress, legislature • * * and officers of trust and profit 
of the county. 

"The 1\-fcDowells, Bo,vmans and Greenlees came from 
Virginia to Burke county previous to the revolution. They 
were all related by marriage or consanguinity. • • * · 

"John Bo,vman, the husband of Grace Greenlee, came 
from Virginia about the same time as the l\IcDo,vells and 
others. lie ,vas killed at the battle of Ramseur' s l\'I ills. 1-{r 
had but one child, a daughter, ,vho 1narried \Villiam ·rate, 
Sr., of Hickory Grove, the old hon1estead of John Bo,vman. 
His \\'idow, 11ce Grace Greenlee, married Gen. Charles l.Ic­
DowclJ." 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 27 

JOHN BOWMAN. 

(of Rowan Cou11ty, 1Vorth Carolina) 

\Vhile dealing \\~ith the Bo,vmans ,vhose Christian names 
were John, it seems proper to insert here an account of John 
Bow~n of Rowan county, North Carolina, a sketch of 
whose life is given in the application of his ,vido,v for a 
pension, on file in Pension Bureau, \V'ashington. 

The facts revealed in connection ,vith this claim open an 
entirely ne,v field of the family history and contribute some­
thing to the history of the Revolutionary \Var. 

Copies of the documents follow here,vith: 

AFFIDAVIT OP ELEANOR BoWMAN, W1oow OF JOHN 

BoWMAN. 

STAT£ OF TENNESSEE, l ss: 
Sumner C ou11ty. \ 

On this 3d day of May, 1847, personally appeare<l before 
me, Elijah Boddie, Chairman and Justice of the Peace for 
Sumner county, Eleanor Bowman, a resident of said coun­
ty, aged about 77 years, on oath, etc., as follows : 

That her husband enlisted in Ro,vao county, N. C., 
marched to Charleston, S. C., ,vhcre he fought under Gen­
eral Lincoln, and ,vas taken prisoner when Charleston ,vas 
surren<lcred in the year 1780. Does not kno,v na1nes ot 
officers under ,vhom her husband served, or the battles, or 
the n1arches, or whether a regular. But believes John Uo,v­
man ,vas the identical John Bow1nan who~e natne is found 
in the office of the Secretary of State of North Carolina to 
,vhom ,vas granted a land ,varrant for his 111ilitary ~er\'ices, 
~cause she has never known or heard of anv other John 
Bo,vrnan but her husband. She would furtl;cr state -that 
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all the Bo,vmans she has ever known or heard of in the 
United States descended fro111 either J a111es Bonmian [ the 
father of her husband] or from \Villiam Bo,vman, ,vho ,vas 
a brother of James. 

After John Bo,vman ,vas paroled, he resided in Ro,van 
county, North Carolina, until 1798, when he removed to 
Sumner county, where he died. She further declares that 
the entry in the Family Record, made a part of this declara­
tion, relative to her birth and marriage, was made in the 
hand,vriting of her husband, John Bo\vman, and that the 
said Family Record has remained in her possession ever 
since her husband's death, and ,vas in the joint possession 
of herself and her husband during his life. She knows that 
the entries ,vere never altered nor changed. * * * 

She further declares that she ,vas married to said John 
Bo,vman on the 3d day of January, 1793, and that her hus­
band died on the 11th day of September, 1831." 

[ CoPY OF p AROLE.] 

"I do hereby ackno\\·Jcdge tnyself to be a prisoner of ,var, 
upon 1ny parole, to llis Excellency, Sir IIenry Clinton, and 
that I am thereby engaged until I shall be exchanged, or 
other\\·ise released thercf ron1. at n1y plantation in the Parish 
of St. Luke in the County of Ro,van in the Province of 
North Carolina, and that I shall not in the n1ean time do or 
cause anything to he done prejudicial to the succ-css of His 
~lajesty's r\nns. or have intercourse or correspon<tcncc 
,vith his enctnies; and that upon a stttntnons from I-Iis Ex­
cellency, or other person having authority thereto, that I 
,viii surrender tnysclf to hitn or thctn at such tin1e and place 
as I shatl hrrcaftcr be required. 

\Vitness, etc." 
[Signed] }OIIN BOWMAN. 
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[LEAP or FAMILY RtcoRD ToRN FROM BIBLE AND ArTACH£D 

TO P£NSION CLAIM'..] 

[Births.] 

John Bo,vman, born November 15, 1763. 
Eleanor Bowman, born April -, 1770. 

John and Eleanor Bowman married Jan. 3, 1793. 
?.fartha Bo\\,nan, born Nov. 28, 1793, Thursday. 
Elizabeth Bo,vman, born Sept. 6, 1795, Sunday. 
James Alford Bowman, born Dec. 11, 1797, ~londay. 
Mariah Secelia Bowman, born Feb. 11, 1800, ~Ionday. 
Cynthia Bo,vman, born June 20, 1802, Sunday. 
Jennie Bowman, born Dec. 23, 180-1, Sunday. 
John McKee Bowman, born Jan. 27, 1807, \Vednesday. 
Eleanor Bowman, born Dec. 15, 1810, Friday. 

[Deaths.] 

Martha Bo\vman departed this life Sept. 16, 18-11, aged 
80 years. 

John Bo,vman, Sept. 11, 1831, aged 68 years, 10 mo's, 26 
days. \\7as a profe:-;sor of the Christian religion for 32 years, 
and he]d out f aithf uJ to the end. 

James Uow111an, Sen., Oct. 11, 1823, aged 86 years; 
James and ,1artha l~o\\·man lived in a state of marriage Gl 

years an<l six n,onlhs. James Ilo\vn1an was a professor of 
religion 5 I y,·ars ~,nd his holy life proved him to be a pos­
sessor. 1\lartha Bow111an, his wife, was a professor of re­
ligion 2-1 )Ta rs, aud no doubt a possessor. 

[End of Fan1ily Record.] 
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SHERWOOD BOWl'.IAN. 

(So,i of Edward Bowman) 

This name has commonly been called Sher,vood in the 
family, and it was supposed to be so spelled until the pen­
sion affidavit sho,ved it to be Shearwood. He ,vas born in 
Amherst county, Virginia, in 1158, removing thence to 
North Carolina. Joshua Bo\,·n1an, his nephe,v, says, "lie 
was a farmer in North Carolina, served in the Revolution­
ary War, losing his sight from fever contracted in service. 
He continued blind till his death, ,vhich occurred at the old 
homestead, near South l\ilountain, Burke county, North 
Carolina. 1-Ie had a son named Sherwood, Jr., who married 
E!.ther Winters in North Carolina and lived on his father's 
homestead. Another son ,vas named }.farshall T. There 
was also a daughter who married Joseph Crye and moved 
with him to Bartholomew county, Indiana." ( See Caleb 
Bowman, p. 46.) 

The papers f ollo,ving are copied from the pension flies 
relating to the application of Sheanvood B. for pension: 

(CoPY OF }.f Ell. ON WRAPPO.] 
12169. 

North Carolina 

Shear,vood Bowman 
of Burk~, in the State of North Car. 
\\'ho was a private of the regi1nent 
l·o111u1an«k<l by Col. Holn1cs in the 
Nor th Carolina line for six tnonths. 

I nsrrihrd on the roll of North Car­
olina at the.· rate of 20 dollars per 
an,nun, to conuncnce on the ·1th of 
March, 18:Jl. 
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Certificate of Pension issued the 22d 
day of ~fay, 1833, and sent James Erwin, 
Aforganto,vn, C. H. (Clerk Burke Co.) 

Arrears to the -Ith of :\I arch, 18:J:l S!f1 
Semi-an. ,\llowance ending 4th Sept. 10 

$50 

31 

$\VOllN DECLARATION OF SHt:ARWOOD BoWMAN B£FOR£ 

ACTING J. P., BURK£ COUNTY, N. C. 

Doth on his corporal oath make, etc. : 

That he entered the service of the t,; nited States under the 
foHo,ving 11a111ed ofticers and ser,·ed as herein stated; that 
he ,vas drafted as a private f ro1n the County of Burke and 
State aforesaid in the latter end of the year 1779 and ~crved 
a to,ver of three mo·s and was discharged in Charlc~ton, 
S. C.; that ,,·hen he ,vas ,lrafted he inarched in1n1ediatcly to 
Charleston, ,\·here he served the tilnc aforesaid until the 
time of his discharge, ,vhich ,vas on the 21th day of ~Jarrh. 
1780. The officers under ,vho1n he served were: Captain 
Peter Ford; Lt. Tho1nas Littlejohn; Ensign lJcnja1nin 
\Vhite; in Col. Holn1cs' regin1ent No. -- l forgotten); 
Gen. Lincoln Con1.-in-Chief. 

I-le again entered the scr\'icc of the United States a!i a 
drafted private ( or by .an exprrss) in the year 17k 1. for a 
:J-mo's to,vcr, under Capt. ~IcFarlan ( Lt. ancl En~ign for­
gotten) in Col. Charles :\lcDowl'lrs regitncnt; Gen. Ruther­
ford, Coin.-in-Chitf, and that he ,vas tnarchcd near \Vil­
rnington, N. C., \\·here he continued until expiration of term 
of sc.-rvice, sonic tin1e in Decernhcr, 178 I. 
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He knows of but one man living by \vhom he can prove 
his service, namely, Nicholas Fry. Being entirely deprived 
of his eyesight, he has had no intercourse beyond his im­
mediate neighborhood since he \\·as blind. ,vhich has been 
about 11 years, etc. 

[Signed] SHEARWOOD BowitAN. 

Axsw£R To INTERROC.\TORIEs-S111-:.<\RWOOD Bo\\-:MAN. 

Born in Virginia in 1758; thinks 1\rnherst county. I have 
seen the record of my age. I ,vas living in Burke county, 
N. C., ,vhen I entered service, and have lived there since. 
I was drafted. I received hvo discharges, but cannot recol­
lect by ,vhom given. I have lo~t or mislaid them. I am 
kno\vn to Rev. Alexander .Abernathy and Joshua Belle,v, 
Esq., and llr. \Villiam F. Canon, and I can prove my to,ver 
in \Vilmington, North Carolina, by l\Ir. Nicholas Fry. 

( Signed] SH EARWOOD RowMAN. 

(Here follo,,· affidavits by Joshua nelle\\', \Vn1. F. Canon 
and Alexander :\hcrnathy as to veracity and good reputa­
tion of Shearwoocl no,vman; and of Phillip \Varbck, J. P., 
that applicant was old and blind and unable to attend court. 
Also of ~irhob~ Fry as to hi~ service in cantp near \Vil­
mington. All 1,t·fore Phillip \Varbck, J. P.] 

The nanw .,f ~hl·rwood Bo,v1nan appears in the fragtnen­
tary record~ Hi gurkc as purchaser of a tract of land from 
\Villiam ( ~alli~lrd. -~·!(\ :\larch. 17H5, and as one of the grant­
ors in thc F.tl\Ltrd g<,wn1an estate, hl· being one of the heirs, 
in August, I~ i,, i. 11 is own hon1rstead app~ars to have been 
in the lowl·r l'II• I , ► f Curkc county, at what is kno,vn as 
Do,vn1an's Cru~!'-ill!!, just cast of Connelly's Springs, on the 
Southern Railway. 
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MARSHALL BO\VlIAN. 

(So11 of Edu,ard B<rwman) 

Born October 13, 1760, in Amherst county, \i a., this son 
appears to have been the only other one old enough to serve 
in the Revolutionary \'Var. He en1isted in North Carolina 
three times for terms of three months each. After the \,·ar 
he returned to \:-irginia, first to Amherst, later settling in 
Kana\\·ha county. He ,vas a pensioner on the rolls of \~ir­
ginia until 18-!0, ,,·hen, under date of July 27, 18-l0, he \\"as 
transferred to that of l\Iissouri. lie died in Benton county 
in that year. Further details of his life and ~ervice are 
contained in extracts, \\'hich follo,v, from papers on iilc in 
the J>ension Bureau, \ Vashington. 

The nan1cs of his sons, as found in the ccnsu~ of nl"nton 
county, l\Iissouri, for 18-!0 and 1s;;o, are, Lusby, 1'obina. 
Lindsay and Zack. In that of IS-10 the nan1e Lu:--hy 8. 
appears as head; hin1sclf and ,vife between 20 an<l :{O years 
of age; one 1ualc and one f c1ualc child under five yt.•ars of 
age. Tobina n., hca<l, ,vith ,rife, both between :!O and ;;o 
years of age; h\·o 1nales and one fe1nale child tttH1~r five; 
one 111ale bct\\'CCtl five and ten. In the census of 1~-~,o the 
nan1cs of Lind~ay anll Zack Bow111an are found. tht.> ionner 
agc<l -! 1, born in \·irginia, with wife of 31 and scvl"n chil­
dren; Zach aged 3;1, bon1 in \·irginia. \\'ith ,vifc age,l 3-2, 
born in l\Iissouri, anti three children, under sc\'cn }"Cars. 

70C>&-3 
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APPLICATION OF ~!ARSHALL BOWlfAN FOR PENSION ON AC­
COUNT OF SERVIC~ IN REVOLUTION.\RY \VAR. 

Obtained from papers on file in Pension Bureau. 
At a Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery held 

for Kanawha county the 21st day of Oct., 1s:1a. 
Present: µwis Sum1ners, Esq .. one of the Judges of the 

General Court of Virginia and Judge of the 19th Circuit of 
the Tenth Judicial District. 

State of Virginia, Kana,\·ha county. to wit: 
On this 21st day of October, 1833, personally appeared in 

open court, before Le,vis Summers, Judge ( etc., as above], 
now sitting, l\f arshall Bo,vman, a resident of Cede River, 
in the County of Kana\vha, and State of \'irginia, aged sev­
enty-three years, ,vho, being first duly s,vorn according to 
law, on his oath makes the follo,ving declaration in order to 
obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress of June 7, 18:12; 

That he entered the service of the United States under the 
f oDo,ving natned oflicers and served as herein stated. 

The said applicant was born in An1herst county, \'irginia, 
At the age of I••, he, together ,vith his father's fa111ily, re­
n1oved to ancl ~cu1~~t1 in Ilurke county, N. C. \Vhen about 
19 years of age. and. he thinks in the year 1779, in the tnonth 
of October, lu.· ,,oluntcered his services as a private soldier 
in a cotnpany that was at that time being raised in said 
County of Hurkt·, none of the officers of which are no,v 
recollectccl 1,y this alliant, ant.I 1narched to join the regular 
forces of tht• Suttth, un<lcr con1n1an<l of General Green<.\ on 
Christina~ Evl' , ,f 1,7n, and a few t.lays after joining the 
anny of Cn·,~lll" thl~y crossed the Peace river and 111archc<l 
to the Cht·raw I l ills, where the Atnerican forces took up 
their \\'inter <jt1artcr~. In this can1paign this affiant enlisted 
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for three months, and at the expiration of that tin1c he w a" 
discharged. He returned home, and in the sun1n1t:r, or 
c)ose of spring of 1781, he again enlisted for a campai~n oi 
three months against the Indians, \\rho then infc:--tcd the 
northwestern frontier of North Carolina. 1'his aftiant l'an 
not recollect the name of any other officer of this co1np~ny 
(,vhich he thinks ,vas co1nposed of about 100 1nen) hut that 
of the colonel, ,vho u·as named \Vanford. In thi~ ran1-
paign they constituted a fort on the head of the Catawl,.1 

river ( called, this affiant thinks, Cass's Fort)~ ancl ft.,r thl" 

term of enlistment (3 months) ranged about the w;1t,.-r ... oi 
French Broad. The Indian campaign being ended. he wa.; 

discharged and again returned hotne, and imn1rcliatcly th1:n.'­

after revolunteered in a company of militia that Capt. :\h•, 
Farland ,vas raising in Burke county. This wa~ for :t hkl· 
campaign of three months against the Rriti!--h, who then. 
this affiant believes, had possession of \riln1ington in :--ai,t 
State of North Carolina. At this tirne quite a br~t .. rr;.:i · 
ment had been raised in Burke county. and Capt. ~h:Far· 
land's company joined it on its 1narch to \Vih11ingtt",n. Thi~ 
declarant ren1e111bers that l'lcDo\\·ell was the J;l·ncral. ;u1d 
White the 1najor. The division of the Ainc.\ril'·an . ..\nny un­
der General lfcDo\\·cJI encantped in the Yicinity i\i \\'it­
n1ington. and ,vas there lying \vhen the intclligcncl· l' i Lord 
Connva11is' surrender at Yorktown occasioncll thr Briti~h 
to return from \Vihnington. In the course of a fl'\\' wct:ks 
after this event l\lcI;>owell's anny "·as <li~banded. the: tenn 
of three n1onths having been con1plctrcl. 

During the service of this applicant there was no en .. 
gagetnent between the Atnerican and Briti!'h forces. 

1-Ie received a ,vrittcn discharge on each occasion of his 
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retirement from service, but these have long since been lost. 
He has, therefore, no documentary evidence of his service, 
nor does he know any one ,vho can testify to it. The "·hole 
period thereof was nine n1onths; this he distinctly recollects 
-ending late in the autumn of 1781, shortly after the sur­
render, as before stated, of Cornwallis. 

After the revolution this affiant moved back to Amherst 
county, Va., where he resided four or five years. He then 
moved to this (Kana,vha) county, where he no,v resides. 
Ile hereby relinquishes any claim ,vhatever to a pension, ex­
cept the present, and declares that his name is not on the 
pension roll of the agency of any state. 

Sworn and subscribed to the day and year aforesaid. 
[Signed] l!ARSBALL BowMAN. 

Teste: A. W. QuANIER, Clk. 

TESTIMO~Y OF NEIGHBORS COXCERNINC ~I.\RSII.ALL 

BoWllAN. 

\Ve, Da\'id Harbour, a dergyn1an, residing in the county 
of Kana,vha, and Charles Jones, residing in the sa1ne coun­
ty, hereby certify that ,vc are ,veil acquainted ,vith ~[ar­
shalJ Bo,vman, ,vho has sub~crilx."tl and sworn to the above 
declaration; that ,vc believe him to he seventy-three year~ of 
age; that he is reported and believed in the neighborhood 
,vhere he resides to have hern a soldi~r of the Revolution, 
and that ,vc concur in that opinion. 

[ Signed] DAVID 1-IARBOFR. 

CHARLES JoN1-:s. 
Teste; A. vV. QuANn:R, Clk. 
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.&.\nd the said court hereby declares its opinion, after in­
vestigation of the matter, and after putting the interroga­
tories prescribed by the Department, that the above nan1ed 
applicant ,vas a revolutionary soldier and served a~ he 
states; and the court further certifies that it appear~ to it 
that the Rev. David Harbour, ,vho has signed the preced­
ing certificate is a clergyman, and a respectable Baptist 
preacher, resident of Kanawha county, and that Charle~ 
Jones, ,vho has also signed the same is a resident of the 
same county, and is a credible and respectable person. and 
that said state1nent is entitled to credit. 

The judge of this court further directs it to be certifil"tl 
that he has known :\IarshaJI Bo\\·1nan, the applicant. ior 
many years, and that frotn his general character as to prob­
ity and truth he is fully satisfied of the general accuracy oi 
his declaration and that he is justly entitled to the pcn~ion 
,vhich he seeks to obtain. 

All ,vhich is ordered to be certified to the \\rar l)~part­
ment. 

STATF.ME:-;T BY -~l.\RSIL\LL no,v:\1.,x, oF 1\c1-~ .\:\J) R1:n>. 

S1-:Rv1c1-:. FRo)r Corv o~ Fu.i-: 1 ~ Pr.ss10~ 
Bt:Rr..\U, \V.\SHIXGTO~, D. C. 

~Iar~ha11 Uow1nan. Pen. Receives $:lo p~r a111n1111. 

I, the unclersigtH.'tl, ~lar,:,;hall Bow1nan, in pur,uatKl' • 1t 
the rl·quisition of the Sl·crctary of \Var, gi\'c the iutl,,wi11J.: 
Mat~tnl·nt ui 1ny age and H~volutiunar)' Servirc. 

I \\·as born Oct. I:;, 17fiO. Livc,1 in Burke county lluring 



38 BOWMAN GENEALOGY 

the War of the Revo. \Vhen in my 18th year of age (I 
can't tell the year) I volunteered for three 111onths. l\farched 
from Burke county under Captain ?\-Iordecai Clark to Che­
ra,v Hills; there found Gen. Green's Anny; can't remember 
the name of my colonel, nor the number of my regiment. 
The army marched to Salisbury, at ,vhich place my time 
expired. I got my discharge ancl returned home. In same 
year ( as well as I can rernen1ber), I volunteered again for 
three months. Went from sa1ne county under Captain l\f c­
Far1an to French Broad; was ranging against the Indians; 
was in the service for three months. Perhaps the same fall 
( ,von't be certain) I volunteered again for three n1onths. 
under the last mentioned captain. \\"ent to \Vilmington. 
joined a regiment under General l\fcDo,vell. \Vas in the 
service three months. \ Vhilst there \\"e received the ne\vs 
of the capture of Lord Corn,vallis. I procured affida,rits 
from North Carolina proving 111y scn·ice." 
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GROVES BOWMAN. 
(Son of Edward Bou•ma11) 
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The date of birth of Groves Bo,Yman has not been found. 
He was born in Amherst county, \ 7a., moved to Burke 
county, North Carolina, probably with his father, and was 
married to Polly Conne11y. Of him his nephe,v, Joshua 
Bo,vman, says : 

"He was a farmer and a Justice of the Peace all his life; 
had a large farm in the valley of the Catawba ,,·ith plenty of 
negroes, mules and horses. He never did any work him­
self. He had eight sons and three daughters; the oldest son 
being John, the next James; the others, \Villian1, llarvey, 
Allen, George, Leander, Caleb; the daughters. \ 7ira, .Anna. 
Susan. 1-Ie died there at his farm in Burke countv:· . 

The name of Groves Bo,vman as Justice of the Peace and 
ex officio member of the county court, and in other capaci­
ties, appears ,vith f rcquency in the proceedings of the court. 
during the years from 1796 to 1829, at which point the 
minute book ends. The next volume is 1nissing from the 
archives of Burke county. 

The ,vriter h:ul the pleasure of visiting the Groves Ilu,\·• 
man home~tt.-ad. situated three n1iles ,\·est of Granite Falls, 
Cald,vell c:ounty, in October, 1 Hl 0. The original dwelling 
house ha~ •li:-.apJ~arcd, but that of his son Caleb. decease<l, 
\\'ho set"llh t, • ha vc succeeded to the e~tatc. still stands not 
far a,val, 1111 lhl· north side of the Catawba, on a beautiful 
etnincnc(·, o,·t.•rlooking the fertile botton1s, and the woo<lccl 
hills on llw nppo"itt' side. Three grand chil,trcn of Groves 
Bow,nan, through his son Caleb, ,vho 1narriccl Rebecca S. 
Belle,v, arr still li\'ing in the vicinity, natndy, John R., Agnes 
E. (the wife of Louis S. Berry), and Eula L., wife of La­
fayette A. Craig. These \\'ith their children arl' worthy 
successors of their honorable ancestor, Groves Bow111an. 
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SHEPHERD BO\VMAN. 

(Son of Edu.'ard Boic,,man) 

Shepherd, the youngest son, ,vas· born in Amherst coun­
ty, Virginia, October 1, 1774, the year of his father's re­
moval to North Carolina. At thirty years of age, or in 

1804, he was married to Elizabeth Spencer, daughter of 
Willia1n Spencer, a l\Iethodist preacher. He fell heir to the 
old homestead, consisting of 900 acres in Burke county, to 
which he made some additions by purchase. He had ten 
children, five sons and five daughters. The sons ,vere: Ed­
ward, who died at fourteen in North Carolina, Caleb. \Vil­
liam J ., Joshua and John. The daughters ,vere : Celia E .• 
Amanda, Elizabeth, Spicy and Fanny. The daughters, ,\·ith 
the exception of Celia, remained single and died in Xorth 
Carolina. Of the sons. John died in llissouri in his youth. 
Fuller details of the others given further on. 

Upon the death of his father in North Carolina, the lands 
owned by him, consisting of nine hundred acres on the south 
side of the Cata\\·ba river, became the property of Shep­
herd by a joint deed of all the other heirs, dated in 179fi. 
These lands, from the descriptions in the patents issued to 
his father are believed to lie in the vicinity of Rutherfor<l 

• 
CoJJcge and Connelly Springs on the opposite side of the 
Catawba f ro1n the hon1cstca<l of Groves Bo,v1nan. 

Shepherd Bo,vn1an ,vas a substantial f arn1er in X orth 
Carolina until tS:l:J. when he ,vent with his fan1ily tu Cape 
Girardeau county, :\l i~souri, ,vherc his death occurrc<l about 
1848. 

}turther reference to Shepherd Down1an ,vill be foun,l in 
the autohiographit·s of Caleb and Joshua, his sons. 
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CELIA E. BO\VMAN-\VILLS. 

( Granda.ughter of Edward B.) 
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Mrs. Wills was the only daughter of Shepherd Bo,vman!' 
who lived to move to l\Iissouri with him. The date oi her 
birth ,vas probably 1819. She was married to Drury \Viii~. 
of Cape Girardeau county, ~Io., February 11, 1838. Their 
sons ,vere: Albert l\L, born 1842, married to Alevia Jones. 
moving to Washington Territory; Jackson B., born 18-1:J. 
married to Cordelia E. Penney, died 1882; :\larshall L .• 
born 1845, moving to Nevada; Grove S. and B. F. \\'ills. 
Through these sons and daughters descended many grand­
children. Jackson P. \ViUs had four sons and one daugh­
ter, named respectively: l\fadison C., Drury lf., Tho1nas B .. 
Pinkney and Ella. B. F. Wills' children were: Julia .. -\nna 
and Jennie. Grove S. \Vills had two daughters na1ncd re­
spectively, Roherta and ~Iollie. The only daughter of ~Ir. 
and l\Irs. Drury \\'ills, who survi\'ed infancy \\·as ~Iin~r\·a 
J., born 18-11. She ,vas marrie<l, 1863, to John F. Sn1ith. 
and died 187-1. 

So far a-. known. ~fr. and l\f rs. Dn1ry \rills rcsidctl in 
Cape Girard«·~•t1 rottnty until their ck·cea~e. The la~t h:ttl'r 
front ~Ir~. \\, ills wa~ date<l Oak Ridge, :\pril t8, t~s7. 
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GEORGE BRYANT BOWl\fAN. 

(Grandson of Edward, through l&is son Groves) 

Joshua Bowman in an interview concerning the children 
of his uncle Groves, had this to say concerning his cousin 
George: 

"George ,vas the only son of any literary tum. Professed 
religion and emigrated to :\Iissouri with his Uncle Shep­
herd. 'faught one term of school in Cape Girardeau coun­
ty, Mo. Attended a seminary at Jackson, the county seat, 
after which he \Vas licensed as a local preacher, and in due 
time received into the Alissouri conference, ~lethodist 
Episcopal Church. After serving as such was transferred 
by Bishop .Morris to lo\va, upon the first introduction of 
llethodism into that state in 1840, and stationed at Iowa 
City. :\larried in Io,va. Had great success in that confer­
ence; ,vas a delegate to the General Conference. Founded 
a ladies' se1ninary in connection with college at Mt. Vernon. 
Removed to San Jose, California .• , 

A n1ore co,nplete account of the career of Dr. Bo"·man 
appeared in the San Jose (Cal.) ~lercury of October 12, 
1888, upon tlae ocra-:;ion of his death. It follo\VS: 

"In the <lt·ath uf the Rev. Dr. George Ilryant Bo\vman. 
San Jose ha:-. lo~t one of its 1nost honored and upright citi­
zens, and the frf ethodist Church one of its most earnest 
workers an, I t n tt:st friends. 

His death '"·rurrt·ll at his residence on Third Street near 
flensclcy .\,·l·t1llc.' at 7.1;; o'clock \\'cdnes<lay evening, and 
was the rti..ult of an attack of nervous prostration. conse­
quent upon a Ii fr of hard \Vork and exposure. 

Dr. llow1ua11 was a native of North Carolina, and at the 
time of his tkath was O\'Cr 76 years and five months of age, 
having been born on ~lay 1, 1812. In his youth he received 
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only the schooling that fell to the lot of the farmers' sons of 
those days and at an early age he started £or the \Vest, be­
ginning his career as a 1f ethodist preacher in a s1nall to,Yn 
in Missouri near St. Louis. He ,vas a 1nan of far n1ore than 
ordinary ability and an earnest Christian. The result of hi5 
labors ,vas soon felt and under his hands a flourishing 
church soon grew into existence. In 1841, after he had 
spent several years in ifissouri, he went to Io,va and began 
his labors at Dubuque. At this time lo\va ,vas a territory 
and was a thinly populated region. The llethodist preach­
ers were then given circuits in ,vhich to labor and :\Ir. Bo\\'­

man's took in nearly half of the territory. In the ,vinter he 
would start out from home on a sled and going over the cir­
cuit would take nearly half of the season. At Dubuque he 
built a church, and subsequently he ,vent to Io,,·a City. 
where he also established a church and did good ,vork in his 
chosen path. 

It was in 1851 that he ,vent to l\It. Vernon, Io,va, where 
he was destined to do a great deal of good for hu1nanity and 
leave a lasting monument to his own me,nory. At :\It. 
V'en1on he ,vas very active in the cause of his church and 
that of education. It has been aptly said of hin1 that his 
hobbv ,vas to build churches and S("hool~. and his \\"Ork at 

6 

~It. \' ernon certainly supports the staten1ent. .-\bout the 
first thing he c.tid there \Vas to build a brick church. 'fh,:n 
he devoted hi1nscl f to the con~truction of a three-story brick 
seminary on a tract of thirty acres, ,vhich he secured for the.: 
purpose. A few years later he \Vas l't1ahk(l to huil,I an ad­
ditional four-story structure on the catnpus, and the sc111i­
nary becan1e a college and the old building a hoarding house 
for the young lady students. The vast a1nount of labor 
necessary to raise funds for a purpose of this kind, espcdal­
ly in those days, can only be appreciated by those who have 
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had similar experiences. In this labor ~Ir. Bowman spent 
the best years of his Ii f e, endured many hardships, traveled 
and preached almost incessantly. During his travels he ,·is­
jted Ne,v York and secured a liberal donation to the Col­
lege Fund from Cornell, in whose honor the college ,vas 
named. He paid several subsequent visits to the East and 
secured the endo,vment of a number of professorships in 
the college. This institution \Vas ahvays a source of a great 
dt.~1 of pride to him, and during his residence in this city he 
has paid it several visits, and at one time contributed $10,000 
to it. ,\bout five years ago the degree of Doctor of Di\·inity 
,vas conferred upon him by the college. Since then he ,va -11 

instrumental in securing funds for the erection of a hand­
some chapel, and about three years ago a large boarding 
hall ,vas built and, in his honor, named Bowman Hall. the 
old seminary building being fitted up for a conservatory oi 

• n1us1c. 
In 186-1 l\Ir. BO\\"nlan came to San Jo~ and re1nained 

here and in other parts of California for one year. fli, 
health ,vas broken by hard ,vork and exposure and he c:lnh: 

here for nuu:h nl~ded rest. During his visit he hnilt a 
church at Redwoc.>tl City, and in :\pril, 188G, he returned to 
the East an(1 hrought his family ht•re as it ,vas necess:iry for 
hin1 to live in a 1nild climate. such as California afford::. 
Since that tin1c his hotne was in San Jose, but his good wor· 
extl'n<k<l I u all p.nts of the State. About one of hi~ fir~t 
acts on rc_H11i11~ to California for the seconrl tin1c wa~ to 
build a chnn:h at Bantos. and since then he occupil·cl the 
titne in a, I \'ancing the interests of his religion. 11e brcante 
a n1cn1lx:r of tltc l ,acific Conference, but never assu111rd a 
pastorate, as his hraitfr ,voul<l not pcnnit. flis tinu-. how­
ever, \\·as devoted to hdping the ,veak. preaching the go~pel 
and endeavoring to build up the cause he loved, ~o that his 
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time ,vas fully occupied so far as his health ,vould permit. 
In pursuance of his desire to support the ,veak and strug­

gling he patronized the Centella Chapel in the sottthern part 
of the city a~ soon as it ,vas established, and ,vhenever pos­
sible attended services there. \\'bile returning fro111 the 
Chapel to the hon1e of his son, George \V. Ro,vman, on 
North First Street one Sunday about seven months ago, the 
first attack of ,vhat proved his last illness came on. He ,vas 
overcome by nervous pro~tration and beca111e exhau~ted at 
the corner of First and Julian Streets. I-le ,vas seen, ho,v­
ever, by a friend and taken home. For several days he "·as 
seriously ill, but he eventually recovered sufficiently to go 
to l\f onterey. ,vhere he remained several ,veeks, during 
\\'hirh time his ~on. John \V. Bo,v1nan, died. He ca1nc back 
apparently better, and. although he ,vas by no n1eans strong. 
he felt able to attend the recent ~onicrence at Pacific Grove, 
,vhirh he did. \Vhile there he had another attack of ncrvou=' 
prostration, and ,va~ sent home about four \\'eeks ago_ after 
,vhich time he gradually sank until the ti111e of hi:-; (lcath. 
During all his illnc~s he realized that death ,vas near, anll 
calmly and chccrful1y arranged his affairs and prepared for 
the end; ,vhich ca1ne ,vithout pain .. 

Dr. Bo,,·1nan ,va~ n1arricd at Io,\·a City to lliss ~largarct 
Jane l-Iil11 ,vho died here about eleven years ago. The re­
sult of the union \\'as nine children. of who1n one son and 
three daughters sur\'ive, all of \\'hotu rc~ide in San J o='c 
,vith the exception o( l\Irs. Frank \V. lllack1nar, who is at 
present in Balthnore, ~laryland. 

The funeral services ,vill take place at the Fir~t ~I. E. 
Church at 10 o'dnck thi~ n1orning, and ,rill bl' conclurtecl 
by Dr. A. C. 1-Iirst, President of the Univer~ity, of which 
instituti,)n Dr. Ilowrnan ,vas a ,vann f ricnd and also a 1nc111-

Lcr of the Board of Tntstees." 
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CALEB BOWMAN. 

( Gra11dsou of Edward. An Az,tobiograpliy.) 

The Bowmans emigrated to North Carolina long before 
the revolution. ~Iy Grandfather Bo,Yman settled in Vir­
ginia, near Richn1onci, then moved to North Carolina~ Burke 
county. The first farm that he cleared ,vas worn out anrl 
thrown out to the commons before I can rcco1lect. tie had 
a large apple orchard on his second farm~ ,vhich ,vas still 
bearing ,vhen I left there ( 1831 ), but gro,vn up in pine and 
brush. He then moved about half a mile. He had another 
farm in the river bottom. 

I do not kno,v \\'hether n1y uncles ,vere born in V'irginia 
or North Carolina. :\Iy grandfather had four boys. l~ncle 
llarshall Ji\·cd in \;irginia. LTnde Sher,vood lived in Xorth 
Carolina. They had hvo boys :tnd one girl. 1'1arsha11. Sher­
,vood and Anna. I don't know the name of the ladv \\·horn . 
Sher,vood married. Groves Bo,vman, n1y uncle, 1uarrieti 
Polly Connelly. in Burke county, X orth Carolina. He ,vas · 
a farmer, Justice of the Peace and Probate Judge. I-le had 
seven boys and three girls, all born in Burke county, 
Groves' oldest boy \\'~S John. He ,vas a tanner by trade. 
I do not kno,v ho,v n1any children he had. George \\'as a 
~1ethodist preacher. Jin1n1ic n1arried Betsy Belle,v, and 
they had children, but I do not kno,v ho,v tnany. He wa~ 
a fanner and also constable while he lived. \\'illia1n n1lr­
ried Sallie Rclle,v. Harvey n1arricd Jiin1nie's ,vido,v. and 
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moved to :\Iissouri. \Villia111 ,vas class leader in the ~Ieth­
odist Church, and also moved to of issouri. Leander and 
Caleb had not reached manhood when I left North Caro­
lina. Elvira, I understood, married and moved to ifis5ouri 
after I left home. Anna 1narried Eli Sids [Seitz?]. They 
belonged to the llethodist Church. Susan. was still young 
when I left North Carolina [ 18;31]. 

I had another cousin there named Lanson Bo,vman, but 
cannot give the name of his parents. 

Aunt Prudence, I never sa,v. Aunt Betsy lh·ed "·ith 
Father [ Shepherd] till her marriage, ,vhich ,vas to a tuan 
named Vance. They moved to So. Carolina. and I ha,·c not 
since heard from them. 

My father, Shepherd Bowman, married Bet~y ~penC"er. 
whose parents ,vere Irish. [On this point. see Jo~hua no,,· ... 
man's statement.] Grandfather Spencer \\"as a :\leth,)fti:;t 
preacher and my father and mother ·belonged to the ~l('th­
O<list Church. Father ,vas a farmer and o,vncd ovrr 1100 

acres of land-if my memory serves me rightly. 
There \\'ere tt'n children in nn· father\ fan1ih·. ti,·e l)()vs "' . . 

and five girls. l\Iy oldest brother, ~eddie, died ( in Xorth 
Carolina, at 14 years of age). Fannie, Spicey, Bet~y and 
Anna, all clied in ~ orth Carolina. 

I ,vas born in North Carolina. July l!l, 1807. Li,·t.·d with· 
1ny father till I was in 1ny hventy-fourth year, ,vhen I went 
to Indiana. I ,vas n1arricd to Elizabeth Crye. ~[arrh 1:;, 

1832, in Bartholon1ew county, Indiana. I then started to 
vi~it 1ny father in ~lt~souri; worked at the Salt \ \' ork~ on 
~'lu<I river; hired to a 111an to gu to Xew ()rkan~ on the 
boat; on n1y n·turn [ c.:ontractt·d the tneaslcs. Landed at 
Cairo, and though ,·t.·ry ~ick walked all the way to Fathl"r·s. 
Unc:·Je Torn Sp<.'tU."er ,vas called and pronounced 111c in 

TUM-4 
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danger. I ,vas placed over a kettle of boiling ,,·ater and 
spice\\·ood, and then put to bed. It ,vas :\larch before I ,vas 
able to be around. As soon as able, I left for Illinois and 
subsequently lived for varying periods as f ollo,vs : In 
Champaign and Taze,,.rell counties, Ill., Howard and Tip­
pecanoe counties, Indiana ; thence to Richland county, 
\Vis. ~'loved thence in August, 1835, to Io,va. The June 
follo\\·ing, returned to Wisconsin. Back to Indiana in 
1859, and, returning to \Visconsin in 1861, I have since 
lived alternately in the . counties of Eau Claire and Rich­
land. Am no,,·. ~I arch, 188';, in Richland. • * • 

During my residence of soineth;ng over eleven years in 
Illinois, I \\·as a meanber of the :\lethodist Church. Upon 
going to Indiana, I joined Christian Church, and since then 
have been an elder in that church. As for other positions. 
I have been a men1her of the to,\'n board and chaplain of 
the Grange Lodge. 

lly brothers. Jo~hua, \\'illiam and John. and sister 
Celia, ,vere an born in Xorth Carolina. Burke county. 
Celia married Drurv \Vills. • * * . 

No\\' to n1y o,vn children: Spicey A.nn. born in Indiana, 
April 21, 1sa3; Jo~cph S .. born in Chan1paign Co., 111.; John 
and Jonathan ,,·ill furni~h you the required infortnation in 
thrir o,vn cases. 

( Signed) 
\Vest Lin1a, \Vis., :\larch, 18S7. 

CAt£B BoWMAN. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 49 

JOSHUA BO\VMAN 

( Grandso11 of Edu,ard. A11 A11tobiography.) 

The subject of this sketch ,vas born June 25, 1813, in 
Burke county, North Carolina, on the Cata,vba river, 
twelve miles from l\l organton, the county seat. 

Aiy ancestors emigrated from London. England, in the 
early days of the colonies. l\fy great-grandiather settled 
on the James river, near Richmond, Virginia. }I y grand­
father emigrated to North Carolina. and settled on the Ca­
tawba river in Burke cou~ty, and engaged in farming athl 
stockraising. 

There ,vere born to him four sons: ?\farshall, ghcrwood. 
Groves and Shepherd. The last named ,,·as my father. 

lly uncles ~Iarshall and Sher,voo<l served in the \\"ar of 
the Revolution, the latter going blind by reason of ... ·xpo~urc. 

lly father, ,,·ho \\"as the youngest, fell heir to the old 
homestead, and the slaves ,vere divided among the other 
three brothers. 

lfy father n1arried Elizabeth Spencer, daughter of \\"il­
lian1 Spencer. ,vho \\"as atso~or·Eiigli~hcte~rent. 'J'here ~~:c.=~­
btln1.to".n1}~ father five sons and fiye daughter~, but of thi~ 
large fan1ily there retnain but three, one brother and si~ter 
and myself-,vaiting for the call of the ~[aster. . 

In those days school privileges ,vcre very rnragrc ancl lit­
tle interest was taken in building houses for the cotufort of 
teacher anrl pupil. The first srhool house in our ncighhor­
hoocl ,vas built of round logs. rovcrrcl \\"ith clapboard~. with­
out joists or ceiling. The seats \\·ere n1a<le of ~lat,, f roan 
the sa,v n1i1l, and instead of clesks there wa~ a long table 
of rough boards, reaching across the roon1 for the u~e of 
those lean1ing to \\·rite or cipher. For light, instca,l of 
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windows, a log ,vas cut out of the side of the building~ and 
for glass greased paper ,vas used. There ,vere no tru~tees 
to ,vhom a teacher might go for employn1ent. The teacher 
drew up an agreement to teach certain branches, as spell­
ing, reading, ,vriting and arithmetic as far as the Rule of 
Three, canvassed the neighborhood for subscribers. and 
\Vhen he got his con1plcment. appointed the time and opened 
the school. \\'ebstcr's spelling hook and the Xe,,· 'festa­
ment ,vere u~cd as text-books. 

ll v fat her and mother \\'ere devout Christians and mem-., 

hers of the ~r ethodi-.t Epi~copal Chun:h. They often took 
me ,vith them to pr~aching and c\a~s n1ecting. .A.. t the san1e 
church, ,vhcn quite small. I recollect :-;eeing Bishop .-\~bury 
brought in a carriage, and, not being able to ,valk on ac­
count of rhe1nnati~1n, "'arricd from the carriage to a plat­
f or1n ererte<l in the gro,·c tor the orca!\ion. and there the 
ven<'rablc nishop sat and prearh~(t to the anxious nulltitu<le. 

lly part·nt~ ,vcrc every-day Chri~tians. like J)a\'i< t. the 
S\\'Cet singer of l~rad, ,vho said. ··Evening and 1norning wiU 
1 pray an,t sing praises unto God."' The fa1nily altar ,vas 
never neglected. and in o1d :\Jcthodi~t style a hy1nn alwa~·s 
preceded the prayer. Still fresh in 1ncn1ory are those ~\\·ect 
old hy1nns: ''0 for a thousand tongues to sing;" ".\ charge 
to keep I have;'' ··( )nl~e inure 1ny soul the rising day;·• ·• And 
are ,vc yet alh·e ; .. ··Thus far the Loni hath led n1e on." 

During tny youth I lahorccl on the f ann. attt..'nding ~chool 
in the ,vinter, till the fall of 18:l~, when I left the old hon,e 
and can1c \\'c~t. Stopped durin~ the \\·inter in Indiana, 
and in the spring can1e via. St. Louis-then a flourishing 
village ,vith narrow streets, down dose to the river-to 
southeastern :\lissouri. The next fall I ,vent back to mv 
North Carolina hotne and returned ,vith 1ny fat her and his 
fan1ity to !\Iissouri, settling in Cape Girar<lcau county. 
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Here, after a period on the farm, like the prodigal of old, 
I thre,v off the restraints of home and ,vent to New Orleans, 
but realized my mistake after a few months and returned to 
my father's house, ashamed and worsted by my experiences. 
During and f ollo,ving this adventure I became irnpressecl 
with the need of salvation from my sins. The influence of 
my early training follo\ved me. I united with the Church 
as a seeker and at a prayer meeting in a mining to,vn in 
central l\Iissouri, after sincere repentance and much sup­
plication, ,vas brought to light. liberty and happiness as a 
believer in my Saviour, Jesus Christ. I at once resolved, 
as God n1ight help me, to do what I could to lead others to 
repentance. \Vhile working for this end~ at a regular ap­
pointment for preaching, after class meeting. I ,vas handed 
a strip of paper \\·hich read as f ollo,vs: 

"Kno,v all men by these presents that Joshua Bo\\·­
nian has this day been rerommended by the class as a 
suitable person to exhort jn the ~-Icthodist Episcopal 
Church, an,I is hereby authorized to exercise his giits 
as such.-Uriel Ho,ve, P. C." 

1 ,vas serving al-;o as class leader and ste,vard. After 
n1y introduction to church ,vork, as abo\'c, I ,vas, 1\ugust 
27, 18:17, joint.·<1 in tnarriage to Elizabeth :\liriam Spencer, 
who, to hl·r honor he it said, has been a hclpmect, indl·ctl, 
through all thl·-,t.· intervening years. 

'fhere lta\t" l,t·tn born to us seven children, all sons, hvo 
of whon1 dit·d iu infancy. Five ren1ain and have grown to 
n1anhood. 'l'larcc- !-iCrved in the anuy in defense of the 
lT ninn, aucl at tht· do~c of the war received honorable ,tis­
chargcs an.t rl'tunu.·,l hon1e, "·ithout injury. The two older 
of these btlys an~ faithful n1e1nbers of the l\lethodi~t Epis­
~opal Chun,h. 
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Some years after our marriage, I ,vas licensed as a local 
preacher. 

( This is confirn1ed by the f ollo,ving document found 
among father's papers after his death : 

"The bearer, Joshua P,o,vman. after due examina­
tion by the Quarterly :\leeting Conference, of the 
~Iethodist Episcopal Church, Cape Girardeau Cir­
cuit, ?\fissouri Co~1ference, is hereby authorized to 
preach the Gospel. 

Sept. 14, 1846. 

N. HENRY, 
President of the Conf."] 

\Ve almost immediately moved to Io,va and settlecl at 
Aluscatine. Then, desiring a larger field in \\·hich to labor 
for Christ, I asked admis~ion to the lo\\'a Conference, \\·hich 
met at Davenport.1 .·\t this conference a1>peared Rev. 
Houts, nO\\' of Illinois, and Charles Ke11ey, of precious 
memory, from llissouri Conference, on a mission seeking 
recruits for that field. ~Iy rccon1n1enclation was forwarded 
to that confcn•ncc (:\ug. 27, 18.11], but as it ,vas not re­
ceived I acc<'pt<.·<1 work under the Pre~iding Elder, George 
\V. Robbin~, of the St. Joseph District, and ,vas assigned 
to Liberty and Pbtt~burg Circuits. Thi5 wa:; in the year 
1851. ,\cnn,linr.ll. as hastily as possible, I 1nade ready 
and startl·•I with 111y fan1ily and goods on the long journey 
by river f ri ,n1 ~ J tt'.°'catinc, Iowa, to Parkville, :\lo. Our 
packet ran l ,n t ht· rt ,,·ks in tht' rapids at Keokuk obliging tts 
to reship f11r ~t. Louis. I-Jere we took a ~[issouri river 
packet fur Parl.;villc:. httt at Kansas City had to stop off 
and await an, ,tht.·r h'J:tt fnr Parkvillr. Owing to the to,,· 
stage of water the trip on thtl ~[issouri ,vas 111ost trying. 

&Jhis aJ•l't"Mi to f,an• t,<'~11 ;1 ronfort'nce of the ~(ethodist Protestant Church. 
as is tYident'td hy a ,·ut1ticate of urJination as u~acon in said church, d,Ltcd 
~ptembcr ltl, lbfS, found 11n1<1llK 11a~n. 
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At last ,ve reached Parkville. Finding no organized so­
ciety of the lf. E. Church there, I secured temporary quar­
ters for my family, hired a livery horse, rode out into the 
country t,ve1ve miles. and found the house of Rev. Charles 
Morris, a local preacher. There I received advice in regard 
to locating my family and beginning work. I found a lodg­
ing place and moved my family to the country. There ,, .. ere 
no parsonages and very few churches in the District. Serv­
ices ,vere held in school houses and in son1e cases in prh·ate 
houses. 

• • • • • • • 
[ Foregoing sketch ,vas left unfinished but the narrative 

is apparently resumed in a Jetter dated. Pueblo, Colorado, 
October t:J, 188·1, to Rev. J .. ..\. Sho,valtcr, at Grant City, 
l\lo., ,vho ,vas then compiling a "ll istory of the ~I. E. 
Church in the Platte Purchase." The follo,ving i~ con­
densed from a retained copy of that letter.] 

IN THE H.-\NDS oF A ~Jon. 

l·ly next appoint1nent ( 1852 J ,vas \Ve~ton Circuit, no\\' 
called East St. Joseph. Xothing unusual occurred in the 
early part of the year and there ,\·a~ pron1i~ of $Otne de­

gree of prosperity. It ,vas not long. however, till thl· ··Bor­
der Ruffians'' began to warm up and take an active part in 
the Kansas troubles. .As a prcli111inary step tht'y <k~dd'-~, I to 
l'lear l\fissouri of the loyal eletnent. and ht'gan by per~r·­
cuting the l\J. E. C·hurch. Its mini~tcrs were chararh.·r­
ized as "AbQlitionists," "nigger thieves,'' and ·'violators 
of the laws of :\Iissouri." Their slogan ,vas '"S111oke thl'nt 
out-the vipers of hell!'' 

l\fy circuit included part of Platte county. I preached 
in the poor [--- ?] of the above county, an,1 at thi~ ap­
poinhncnt Isaac Burns. of the R.idgcly circuit, catnc u,·cr 
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and visited frequently. He also invited me to attend one 
of his quarterly meetings, ,vhich I consented to do. The 
meeting was held at the Elm Woods church, Platte county, 
the date I have forgotten. I ,vent over ,vith J. H. l{op­
kins, the Presiding Elder. 1-Ie seemed apprehensive of trou­
ble, and as we ,verc passing through Platte Cit~· remarked 
that ,vc ,vere \\·atchcd. .~rriving at the church. he preached 
froin the text: hKot as the ,vorlcl giveth give I unto you," 
Quarterly conference ,vas held in the evening. and then 
news came that a n1ob \\"as collecting to break up the tneet­
ing on Sunday and arrest the ministers. Sunday n1orning 
early, as I reached the church. ,vord ,vas brought by Ja1ne'.i 
Heath that '"Elder 11opkins had better get out of the ,vay, 
for the mob is on the ,vay and is threatening to hang 
hin1.'' Ho\\·ever, nro. n urn~ said we \\·ould go in and have 
an ol<l-fashioned lo,·e feast. By this time the house \\'as 
filled ,vith people, curious to sec what would happen. \Ve 
were about to begin wh"·n it was whi~pcred that they ,,·er~ 
"roming !9' I turned to Ilro. Rurns and advi~ed him to dis-
1niss and let the people dispcr~e. Just then the n1ob rode 
11p an(l forn1cd in front of the church. Bro. Burns ,vent 
through a ,vindo,,, and got a,,·aJ·. Bro. 1-lopkins ,vns so1ne 
dbtan<:·e a\\'ay and saw the 1nob <.·on1c. l\lorris. a local 
preacher. and n1y:-:elf were taken pri~oncr~. \ V c ,vere led 
a\,·ay into the ,voo<ls. ,,·hl·re they fonncd a guard around 
us :tn<I proct·e<l('d to read :1 st't of n:~olutions. Bro. ~[orris 
told th<.·111 that we had. n.·ad the rc:-:olntions in the paper hut 
that thc.·y did not apply to tts. :\ l1ortor \Valkcr, who wa:, 
the f('ac kr, th~n sai<I : ··\·cry good. '(1tl' jury is now cn1-

pandlctl and }"Oltr ca~t• will be invl':.;tigatcd. Hring on the 
tar :1n<I feather~!'' They then prorredl'd with the '·trial." 
'i'a~ing up :\(orris' ca~l.9 first. they dl.'111an<k<I of hin1 that he 
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cease preaching in the county and warned him of the con­
sequences if he persisted in it. l\Iorris ans,vered that he 
felt called of God to preach and that if he stopped the sin 
\vould be theirs. "Let the sin be ours,'' they replied, '-the 
voice of the people is the voice of God." They then took up my 
case, and I overheard the remark in the cro,vd that ··this one 
ought to be dealt with because he has not only violated 
the ·'Resolutions" but come from another county, right into 
our midst, ,vhen ordered not to preach in the county.·· .. -\ 
vote was taken upon releasing me and lost. I \\·as then per­
mitted to say a fe,v \\·ords in defense. I told them I \vas 

not an Abolitionist in the sense they clai111ed, that I ha,l al­
ways lived in slave territory and had been loyal to the Con• 
stitution and laws of l\f issouri. After ,vhich the \"Ole wa~ 
reconsidered and by a s1nall vote I ,vas acquitted. on con­
dition that I should not preach too near the line, coupled 
,,·ith a threat that if I did they would hang me to the first 
li1nb they came to . 

. -\s for llopkins and Burns, ,vhen ,ve "·ere led away there 
\\·as no little excitement atnongst the ,votnen, and their plead­
ings could be heard a long ,vay off. \\'hen the Elder and 
preacher heard and sa\\· the conunotion they ~tarted for th~ 
Platte hills. Upon reaching the river. the Elder constructcJ 
a raft upon which he placed hi~ clothes and s\van1 the ri\·cr, 
shoving the raft before hin1. Landing safely he tnadc hi~ 
way on foot to \Veston, a to,vn on the ~Iis~ouri River. ob-­
taincd a conveyance, ,,·t.~nt to the country and then to St. 

J o:-:c..·ph. Uro. Burns rcn1ainccl out until brought in. late at 
night. Finding n1e, ,re planned to take the Elder·~ ril{ and 
ht)r~l· and get out at elc,~cn o'clcx·k that night. \\"c pa~,e<I 
thr11ugh Platte City hch,·cen 1nidnight and <lay, arri\'ing 
at the forks of Platte River as day chl\vned, ,vhere ,ve ,vaited 
:lt tht· house of Curke ~lcCon1as, an old f ricnd of the church 
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and of our ministers, until some friends, with Bro. Burns' 
wife, came up. In the afternoon I left for home and con­
tinued my ,vork on the circuit till conference. 

lly next appointment "·as Albany, Gentry county.• :\[y 
assistant ,yas Robert R. \Vitten, and on this charge ,ve had 
considerable success, holding one camp meeting, at \\·hich 
the Lord visited his people. Rev. John :\I. Chivington wai 
Presiding Elder.' There "·ere four local preachers in the 
circuit, namely: \Vm. Grantham, Rev. Johnson, Cubbage 
N ecdles and John Ross. 

Or11ER \"1r,1l1S 01-· :\Ios V10LE~c£ 

One day \\·bile ,,·orking on a church building at .Albany, 
\\·hich I ,,·as ~triving to get enclosed. I \\·as informed that 
Re,·. \\'n1. Sellers and Re,·. J. K. Cha1nbcrlin ,vere in to,,·n, 
having been in the hand:-; oi a 1nob, \\"ere then on their \\·ay 
to Io,va, anti wi~ht"<l to ~ee 111c. They then related the $3d 

~_tory of thc·ir trcauncnt by a 1110b at R<x:hester ( .-\ntlre\v 
county}. Bro. Sellers wa~ in charge of the Rochester cir­
ruit anti ha, I 1nt .. t \\"ith other~ for the purpo~ of holding a 
two days' n1ccting. Hl•i1..>r .... the ser,·icc con1n1enced son1e ot 
th<' rabh1c went into the ~tore- huil«ling \\·here the brethren 
hcul c<,lkctcd an,t ~uot Hl'nja1nin lfollan .. t dead. Ile wa:; 
one of the ~te\,·anl~. and a 1,!00d and faithful member of the 
church. 1'hcy then drag~cd Bro. Sellers across the street 
to a barrd of tar whert· they covered hin1 over. hcacl. ear~, 
eyes an<.I rh,thin~ with the liquitl. f)ne of the crowtl sai,t. 
with an l):tth. ··f),_,n·t put it in his t·vr~; hr has onlv thrtc . . 
n1int1lt .. s to g'l't •Alt oi lu\\"n." "l)h. wdl. I will put it in his 
nose. t;tr i~ guod inr the rot.'· :\n<l thc-n placing his hat on 

'There i~ ~\'lllc:mly ,;rn '-1mi~!>iun h~rt of lwo years, as thr Confert'ncc minttt~~ 
<tf l~.i:I i!>h~\\ .1 11: hu.1 lk\\ m.in'!:t_ Jl•1w11_!1tn1c.:nt to 11:aryvillr _ )li~:sion. \\"a,; likdy 
at On,ron m &:-.,, an,J .\11,.any an •~s.,. ~o coaderrnce ounuta were 1•rc:k1vt'd 
for tbu~(' y~Jr~. 

:(\,tunt>l l'hi\tltfll"" •.u latu famous in Coforado u Indian fi1hter. 
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his head ,vith a laugh said, "The ,vind ,vill not blo,v it off." 
Ht: was then placed on his horse and started do,,·n the 
street, blinded by the tar. lieeting Chamberlin, he \\·as by 
him assisted to the Platte River, where he succeeded in 
clearing his eyes so that he could travel. They pushed on 
through Savannah to the home of Bro. lfiller, \\·here they 
prepared for the journey to Iowa. 

Conference was held this year [ 0_1. 8, 18.jGJ at Hanni­
bal, Bishop Baker presiding. I was reappointed to Oregon1 
"·ith J. P. Buren as assistant. The time of holding con­
ference ,vas changed from fall to spring, giving us a year 
and a half on this charge. Nothing unusual occurred except 
that we continued to meet with persecution from the pro­
slavery party. 

Conference convened at Hannibal [ :\lay 6, 1858], Bi~hop 
Janes in the chair. I ,vas sent to Independence circuit. Ben­
jamin \\'ilson, Presiding Elder. This year I left 1ny f atnily 
at Oregon, going home once a quarter, and thot1gh I la­
bored faithfully and prayerfully, and held one camp tnect­
ing, the tide of opposition was so strong that little "·4ts ac­
complished. 

The next conf ercnce ,vas held at St. Joseph [ .--\pr. 27, 
1859 J, Bishop Levi Scott in the chair, \Vhen 111y nan1c "·as 
read out for J:1rk,on circuit, Southeast )lis~ouri. tny for­
mer horn<.·. SiltHlll'l Hoff1nan ,vas Pre~iding Elder. \ \" e 
n1ade one I'', ,t r.u:tl·tl effort, assisted by the Elder at Ohl :\Ic­
l(endrcc l'li;1pd. F. S. Beggs. iron1 1Jloo111ticld, wa~ al"o 
in atte11d:,t1, t· and preached with great acreptaLility. 'fhe 
result wa-; 111:tny eon,-~rsions and a<lditions to the church. 
so111e fron1 rh,· ~I. E. Church, South . 

. ~t the l·on f t.·rt.·1trl· held at :\I aeon City :\I arch 12, l 8ti0, 
Uishop At11l•~ prt.'si<ling, I was appointed to Knoxville cir­
cuit, Rev. Lathrop, Presiding Elder. Opposition to the 
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church was no,v most bitter. The Presiding Elder \\'~ 
hanged and burned in effigy before his o,vn door and com­
pelled to quit the district. I "·as also obliged to leave the 
field, return to my home at Oregon and join the home 
guards for· safety. 
· The Star of tlie U' est ,vas fired upon in Charleston har­
bor, intense excitement prevailed and both sides began to or­
ganize for ,var. K othing reniained for me but to locate. 

During the ,var, I remained at home, preached in the 
to"·n on Sunday and ,vorked in the shop at \\·agon-1naking 
the rest of the time. To,,·ard the close of the ,var, I travel­
ed the Rockport circuit under Elder T. D. Bratton. and 
after it:i close y;as read1nitted to the conference [ ~larch 7. 
1866). 

\Yhen the St. Louis Conference ,,·as created out of a 
portion of the ll issouri Conf crence, my lot fell ,vith the 
fonner, and my first appointn1cnt was H umansvi11e. Polk 
county. .-\ftcr serving there two years, I located and re­
turned again to Oregon. I then tra,·clcd East St. Joseph 
under Prc::-i,ling Elder J. T. Iloy1l-. 

~J ,. next 1novc ,vas to St. Deroin. Xebraska. ,vhere I tra\"--
elt.~I under Elder Prirhard. and aiter hvo years went to 
Kansas, ~cttling near T upcka. :\loved thence in l:OS77 to 
Culora<lo, an<I a.111 now sojourning at Pueblo, rngage,I in 
gankning ancl fruit growing. 

J. Bow:M.,x:· 

ExTR.\CT FRo~r On,tt·.,R\* c.n: Josuu., Bow~r.,x 

• * * l l c wa~ or<laint'tl an cl,ler in 1 R,;n. Ly Di shop Ed­
ward R. Arne~. ~uL~eqtu:ntly. he preached at appointrnt"nt~ 
in Plath.\ Cla\', Clinton, Uurh:inan. Ccntr,·. ~o<laway, l lolt, 
,\tchison, Ja;kson. St. Clair. Polk and Cape Girarclcau 
counties, ~ I i~~ouri. I-Ii~ la~t acth·e \\'Ork ,,·as · at St. De-
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roin, Nebraska. i\11 through his n1inistry his saddlebags 
,vcre full of our church publication~, ior sale and (listrihu­
tion among our ,videly scattered membership. He was fond 
of laboring at can1p and protracted meetings, and it \\·a~ 

his privilege to ,vitness the conversion of a multitttlc ,,f 
wuls. I-le endured patiently and un1nunnuringly th<' ,·a­
ried hardships, privations and per~ecution~ of those f rontit:r 
and different fields, his trials being gladly shared hy his 
noble and saintly ,vife. 

Do,vn to his last year, Father Bo,vn1an would enth:1-
~iastically narrate the particular~ uf his trials an<l triutnph, 
in f ronticr experiences in the :\Iethodist 111i11istry. Few of 
his early pioneer clerical a'.'sociates ren1ain among the li,·­
ing; but an1ong the fe,,· surviving heroes is the intr~pid an, i 
\'enerable J. :\I. Chivington, no,v residing at D~n\·cr. C,1Il)­
raclo, between ,vho111 and Father flow111an wa:; th ... · b()nd ,_,f 
a long f ricnd.;hip. 

Since 1s;7, Father Ilow111an ha-; 1h·cd in Coiorat!t•. :--l•l'k­

ing relief fron1 rhr,·lnic asth1na. l lis ~ons. ChJrle!' \V. n,_>v;­

n1an, lion. Cyru, n. Bow111an. Xc·hon IIrnry n .. n,·tri:tn a11, 1 
Elliott B. n,Jwtnan, <.lid all po~~iblc tu rcnch:r hi~ d, ),i11g 
years restful and happy. l·Iis tran:'latcd wifl· it·Il a--ln·p in 
Christ in J11f_v. 1:--!••t. His final illne~s roverl·cl a pt.·rtc..l'l uf 
fi,·e month,. I le was in hi:; eightieth year when G'-11 1 r(­
Jeased hi111 frcu11 hi-. ='uffcring:-:. .\ rightrou~ and lun~ !if~ 
is his 111e1H111 i.tl. Ir~ died ~l~rcncly. Xo,·. :10. l ~!l:!. .\t hi~ 
funeral, tlit l,l·\'. ~- \·. Lerch ,ldivcrt>d an aLldre5~. and hl' 
,ras Luril'd \\'itli ~Ia~u11ic honors. 

•· How well he it:11 a'.'kt.·p ! 
Like ~tnnr proud rh·cr widening towar<l the ~t~a. 
Cahnly, and ~randly, ~ilrntly, ancl <lcq,. 
Life joined eternity.'' 

S. V. Leach. 
Pueblo, Colo., Dec. 12, 1S9t. 
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Rt?tfINISC£NCES OF JOSHUA BOWMAN 

As the foregoing pages treat almost exclusively of his 
career as a preacher, it seen1s proper that something be 
added relating to other phases of my father's life and per­
sonality. 

In stature he was of medium height, probably fh~e feet 
eight; and ,veil proportioned. He was of fair complexion, 
with blue eyes and light brown hair. 1-Iis habit for the 
greater part of his life ,vas a clean-shaven face, varied late 
in )if e by side beard. Like 1nost of the gentlemen of the 
ola school, he shaved hin1~el f, and ,vas habitttally scrupu­
lous concerning his toilet. 

Through heredity, and life on the farm, in a salubrious 
climate, he ,vas cndo,,·ed ,,·ith a vigorous constitution, 
coupled ,vith a nervous, energetic temperament. The exi• 
gencies of those times taught him self-dependence. Farm 
life invo)\"ed not alone the planting of seed and folJo,ving 
the plo,v, but building houses and barns. making and re­
pairing in1ple1ncnts and generally the u~e of tools. Thr 
handicraft thus acquired scn·ed hitn ,veil in later years. In 
Cape Girardeau county. :\Iissouri, aiter leaving his father's 
home, he built t,vo hon~~. f riling the trees, he,ving the logs 
and riving the shingles \\·ith hi, own hands: at :\l nscatjne, 
lo\\·a. he crectecl a fra1nc dwelling hou~r; at Oregon, l\[is­
souri, two, and in Coloraclo. h\'o, one for a son and one for 
hin1self, being then past ~ixty-four years of age. Besides 
these houses n1any n1inor itnprovetnents were n1ade in each 
case, as f rnces and outbuilding~. I le abo took up the trade 
of ,vagon, carriage and i1nple1ncnt wood worker. at ,vhich 
he labored before entering regularly into 1ninisterial \\"Ork. 
and after retiring thrrcf rorn. 1-Iis love of thr ~oil never for­
sook hin1, and always at the placl·s ,,·here he had a pcnna-
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nent d,velling there ,vas a prosperous garden. The secrets 
of the soil \\"ere his, and whatever he planted see1ned to 
flourjsh. 

In dispositjon, Father was unsuspecting ancl inclined tu 
take his fello,v men at their ,vord. He ,vas optimistic and 
enthusiastic, and enjoyed a good story in the telling or hear­
ing. Nothing delighted him more than dispensing hospitality, 
and many \\'ere the weary pilgrims, particularly preacher~. 
,vho found a ,velcome at his hearthstone. He \\·a5 tn1e to 
every obligation of life, as he apprehended it. Iii~ twenty­
five years as a pioneer preacher, amidst dangers. persecu­
tion, deprivations and poverty demonstrated that he \,·a~ oi 
that fiber of \\·hich martyrs are made. ,\nd in all thi~ hi~ 
saintly wife was in no respect behind him, ~uffering equally. 
if not more keenly. Xecessarily left n1uch al:)ne ,Yith her 
children, often at isolated places. she maintained iamily 
l\"Orship, clothed, fed and trained her boys until son1e \\·ere 
able to help. 

An extract fron1 a letter to his \\'ife by Joshua Bo,•.-
1nan \\·hile nn the Independence circuit. o,·er a hundrctl 
miles from h,,nw. dated January a. 18:i~•. ''"ill afford :a 
glimpse of a circuit rider·s experiences. It reads: . 

"The rircnit i, in a deplorable condition. In ial·t 
there arf" 111,-,r<' whiskev )Ietho.:li"t~ ht·rc than I ha,·e 
seen for n,au~- year~ . ., I shall have to expel quite a 
number J.c f 11r" any goo<l can l,~ accon1pli~hed. \re 
protrat·h d our quarterly n1ecting eight day~ wi th,Jut 
any pl'ru:i\";tl,h.· gw<l. The reports iron1 tht· da~~e:'.' 
,vcre all l,b11k awl the public (1 ,Ikction a111tlt111tt:d to 
$3.40, , 1 f \\ hid1 the Presiding E ld<.:r ren:tYl·d $1. 11, •. 

Jea,·ing $·!. IO. I happened to a marriage fet' of S:LnO. 
and I 'l"tlt I i11du,cd ~:,.i 111. lt i~ th~ bl·~t I can dn. anrl 
if yon c11111ot ~rt al,_lng. ju~t drup nlt' a line awl I wiil 
ron1c honh: ;111•1 ,ttffl·r with ,·1,111. I ha,t· c,,ndu,k·,I to 
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finish the Cedar Church, and think I can clear $100 on 
the job. The last quarterly meeting comes on the 19th 
and 20th of l\J arch, by ,vhich ti1ne I expect to have the 
house done, and then. perhap:;;, I can co1ne ho1ne \\·ith a 
lighter heart. \\"rite to me about everything. Tell n1e 
\\·hether the hou~e i~ cumfortahlc or not. and ,\·hether 
you have anything to eat or drink. I close this letter 
praying that God 1nay be your shield and portion .. , 

Father \\·as a diligent student of the Bible. of Iliblica_l lore 
and of history. He took a lh·ely interest in public affair5, 
and in the great questions ,vhich occupied statesmen pre­
ce<ling and after the Civil \Var. The subject of cht1rch 
polity and doctrine ga\'e rise to much contro,·er:-y in th,, 
early part of his career and naturally invited his attention 
and participation. 

\Vhen age and ill-hca1th co111pclled hi1n to retire ir0n1 the 
ministry he felt keenly the fanrie<l hu1niliation in b~ing pttt 
by asof no further tbe. an<l was rorre~pon<lingly µlca!'cd when 
called again to son1c ten1porary service. I-le was a ~uffercr 
from asthma and heart trouble after quitting the mini,try, 
but had season=" oi exemption iron1 suffering ancl took de­
light during tho~e years in n1eeting his children and grani 1-
children. in reading an,t in caring for hi~ garden. 

During his la~t clay~. his suffcring5 \\·ere most painiul. 
The en<l can1e on the e,·rning of Xove1nbcr ~~nth, 1 ~!,·2, at hi:-; 
home in East Pueblo. ~crvices were held the next day at 
the house by the Rev. Sa1nucl \·. Lt·ach. pastor of the ~leth­
O<list Church. I Iis re1nains were escvrte<l by 1nen1ber~ of 
Pueblo Lodge, Xo. 17, :\. F. ancl . .\. :\I., to the ~Ia sonic 
Cemetery, ,vherr the burial ceren1ony \\·as con1plctcd. 

C. W. B. 
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WlLI~IA!\f J. BO\V~·IAN. 

(Gra11dson of Edu•ard B.) 

The youngest surviving son of Shepherd Bo,vman. who 
,vent to ~Iissouri with him, ,vas \Villiam J., who ,,·as born 
in Burke county, Korth Carolina .. ..\pril 1, 181':". Ile was 
n1arried to ~Iartha Conrad in Cape Girardeau county. :\lo .• 
about the year 18-!~. Four children re::;ulted iro111 thi~ 
union, na1nely, Clara E., born 1 S-l-l; Sarah, l S~ G; ( ;".'-'rg~, 
1849, and Charles. Cb.ra bcca111c the wife of Re,·. \\' .. \. 
Gale in lSGU and :\Ir. Gale died Septe1nber U, 1~: ~. ,ur­
viverl hy his ,,·ife, one daughter and two son~. 

Though he continued to Jive on a fann in Cape Gir,tn ?eau 
county, \\"ilJiam J. Bo\,·1nan did not, it scc1n:--. take tn it 
seriously as an occupation, but inclined 111orc to literature 
anti politics. lie wrote son1e for the pre~:,; an<l wa=" a !.:\ ►i>d 

Jetter \\'riter, as the \\·riter hcreoi has rcawn to knt)\\' ir, •Ill 
a nu1nbcr recci\"cd in his boyhood an'-1 still pre:--crv\."d. 

In the ,var of 1 s,; L he \Vas a ~tn)ng adhen:nt vi the 
Union, though in a co1nn1unity about e\'enly di\·idc<l. ~o:a1c 
of his o,\·n relations c:--pousing tht.· cau~c oi ~ecession. 11 i::; 
life consequently wa~ in great jeopardy <luring tht .. \·.·a:-. hi.; 
horne being ,·isitccl often by the guerillas who inic~tl·d that 

region. He appears to ha\'e been cnrolll'd ,,·ith thl· I,.,cal 
n1ilitia, '"hich took hin1 oitcn f ro1n hu111c but rendered hi111 
a 1narke<l n1an and hi~ property their prey. :'(t'ar tlw d\),c 
of the ,var, 1 Sf;.i_ he wa~ dcctt:d to repn.·scnt his di-,t rict in 
the state st·nate, but 1.licd before taking hi .... Sl"at. 

.~n excerpt or two iro111 his kttcr_..; will ~cr\·c to ~hnw 
the terrors of tho:--c ti 111c:-; : 

"Oak Ridge, ~lo., r\pril 2;1, 18til-I hear that hostilitic5 
have conuncnce<l. The rebels of South Carolina ar~ the 

7«.&-6 
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beginners of the \\·ar. They have taken Fort Sunltcr, and 
caused that flag, the pride of every true A.1nerican, respected 
by the ciYilized ,vorld, under ,\·hose stars and stripe:; our 
brave countrvmen ha,re n1arched to victon' in a thousand 

~ ~ 

battles, to be hauled do,vn and its silken folds trailed in th~ 
dust. \\'hen our country's flag is dis.honored ,,·e feel tht~ 
smart, and every latent ~park of patriotism is kindled to a 
flame that ,viii not be extinguished so long as one solitary 
flag continues to \\·ave • * * and yet there are 1nen in 
our country ,vho are ba~e enough to call the protection of 
the flag "giving aid and con1fort to the Lincoln govern­
ment," "giving backbone and cla,vs to the ad1ninistration 
programme;· ''fightin' for the North:' '"joining the Aboli­
tionists," ""·arring against the institution of the South." 
A11 such language' is calculated to prejudice the minds of 
the people against their country and enlist their f celings on 
the side of rebellion. • * * 

"Dear Charles, let n1e give you a \\'Ord of advice. as you 
are surrounded \\·ith an influence that n1ight perchance in­
jure you, that is, be carciul. Be assured, ,ve are not be­
yond the }lO\\·er of corruption. nor our n1oral strength in­
vincible again~t all tc1nptation. * * * Heed the great 
injunction of our ble~sed Rcdeen1er, '\Vatch.~ t~ 

''~fay 1, 1861.-Rev. John Linan was ,01npelle<l to leave 
Jackson ta~t ,veek. lie dropped n1e a line the day he left, 
infonning 1ne, and that he could not take his f amity, and that 
they had no 111cat in the hou~c. \\"hu are hi:-; persl·cutors? 
\Vhy, the scces~ioni~t~ of every order. 'fhc ~eccs~i•)n prin­
ciple i~ the principle of the 1nob. lt i~ the principle that i~ 
propagated hy '"The ~rws," the Vt'ry principle that 1nobbed 

1Langu:igt" quott'd taken f rmn the New~. of Orrgon, )lo., in the office 0£ 
"·bich the writer "·as then ,,orking as a printer. 
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your father; the principle that hung Rev. A.nthony Bewley.:: 
Charles, are you not giving aid and comfort to the ene1ny: 
If I occupied your place I should feel like I was an ac­
complice in treason against 1ny country.'' 

"Appleton, l\Io., July 6, 18G-1.-\Ve are again trouhle,J 
,vith guerillas. They ha Ye been in about half dozen ti111e~~ 
stealing horses, robbing stores, etc.. an,1 for the la!'t ten 
days have been killing union 1ncn. Some eight or ten day~ 
ago they killed a man a fe,\· 111iles south of J ack~on. and 
shot at several others. Lagt Friday night they robbed 
George Turner's store, taking all he had. And la~t Sab­
bath they ,vere seen above here in Bollinger county. aho\·c 
Judge David R. Conrad·~. 1naking their ,vay to\vant~ Per­
ryville. The \\·ord was brought to the Pre5byterian Church. 
\\'here the people had assembled for Sabbath School. The 
men then went to get their anns. in order to pursu~ thl~1n. 
Old 1\lr. Ilurcha1n and Rennet :\Iurrav ,vent to \\"illia1n ., 

Conra(rs to get with others there. Soon after the~· arrh·c,l 
at Conrad\, one of his little boys saw two 1nen riding <1,)wn 
the State Road towards Perryville. And they, supp-. .lsing 
it to be sc,nit• of their neighbors in pursuit of thl· rd>el~ . 
.l\f r. Burrha,u. Bennet :\Iurray and \rn,. Conrad\ ='on 
Jan1e~ staa lt:d lo join in "·ith then1. Soon after thc..'y had 
passed Jo~q,h Ed<llemon':-., on the State Road. they can1c 
up ,vith f, ,u r n1en. and still thinking tht~n1 to be :-;on1c oi 

their o,vn 111u 1, r, 11 le up to then1 unguarded a n<l unprcpa red 
for an enw r~t·ncy. 

"The nwr I pn,vt>d to he four \\'ell annrd rebels, with their 
weapons rl'ady. who ordered then1 to surrc111ler and gi\'C 
up their an11s. llurchan1 and Conrad did so inuncdiatcly. 

'Sr~ ., A lli:-t11ry of thr M. J·:. Church in the S. \\'.t lSU to 1864... Charltt 
Elliout D. J •· 
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lf urray ,vas a little reluctant to do so, or slo,v to give up his; 
they told him if he did not, they ,vould blo\v hin1 through. 
He then gave up his. The rebs. then marc~ed the three off 
with then1 some distance. Coming to a very bushy place, 
they 1narched them into it, some distance from the roacl, 
~nd ordered then1 to dis111ount. Burcham and Conrall 
dismounted. 'fhey told :\Iurray to <lis111ount. I-le then put 
spurs to his horse, an<l attc111pted to make his escape. They 
pursued him, fired three shots after hi111, t\vo of ,vhich took 
effect, killing hitn instantly. 'fhey took the other hvo pris­
oners on son1e distance, ~oon took hvo other prisoners 
and released Burchatn and Conrad. About one hour after 
~I urray ,\·a~ iound by son1e oi the neighbors that had hea nl 
the shooting. He ,vas brought to Joseph Eddlen1on's and 
on lfonday the fourth day of July, ,vas hnried at ~fount 
Pleasant meeting house." 
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CHARLES \VESLEY BO\Vl\lAN 

( Great-Grandson of Edward B.) 

67 

Besides being in s0111e degree embarrassing, our daily ex­
periences go so largely toward the formation of character 
and n1otive as to render it difficult. if not impossible, to con­
vey to the reader, in a short sketch, a true concept of one's 
real self. The trials, defeats and victories of school days; 
the joys of vacation ra1nbJes, fishing, nutting, climbing; the 
dreams of adolescence, trip to poetry-land, and the early 
affairs of the heart-can any of us write these dO\\'fl so a:; 
to show the moving picture to others as it appeared to him? 

1 was the oldest of the five sons of Re\". Joshua Bow111an. 
and naturally ,ve differed little in our experiences as the 
children of a faithful but poorly-paid pioneer circuit-rider, 
and of a mother who was a saint. Looking backward now 
at its hard deprivations, but with no thought of blan1c, it 
appears in its rnatcrial aspects a forlorn hope. llut it was 
a school v.·hich trained for self-reliance, and, because of the 
heroic part ,,f tlu: chief actors therein, I \vould not change 
it if I couJ,1. 

FoJlo,,·inJ! ~daoo1 <la~·s. at the age of seventeen, I ,\·as 
given a country school for the tenn of three 111onths, and 
following t Iii·~ t·nh:rcd the office of the 1-Iolt County Xe,vs, 
Oregon, ~lo .. &1s l'rintcr's devil. Probably this choice \\'as 
the rC'sult 4 >f a tc11tlcncy to bookishness and an aspiration 
to hr a ,vrilt.·r. It was understood that to be a journcy1nan 
printer a11cl 111a~tcr of the art. one nntst serve three years 
and then do so&lll' tnl\·cling. I ,vas able to ".stick out" the 
thrrc year~ to a tla_v. \\·hich, having begun ,\ugust ;,. 1s:,8, 
projected into the 01 .... ning rnonths of the rebellion. The 



68 BOWMAN GENE.~LOGY 

"Home Guards," ,vho preyed after,vard to be Confed­
erates, could be seen about this time drilling in the public 
square, the foreman of our office force an1ong the1n. 

'\Vith the conflicting v·ie,vs prevailing at the time a1nong 
friends and neighbors, and the circu1nscribed outlook of a 
mere boy, the bitterly secession views of "The N'e,vs," it 
\\·as almost a question ,vhat ,vas one's <luty. The southern 
elementt \\~as bold and outspoken, while the Union people 
were cautious and quiet. The situation ,vas ho,vever re-
. Jieved by the sudden arrival from St." Joseph, on a summer 
night, of a detachment of Union troops, ,vho ,vere found in 
the morning cooking their breakfast on the streets of Ore­
gon. Needless to say, it \\·as a spectacle ,vhich thrilled and 
gladdened the hearts of the Union people. 

A provisional state government having been formed by 
the Federals, there ,vas organized what ,vas kno,vn as the 
lf issouri State Guard, for a tenn of six month5. The men 
were anned and unif onnt'd by the state but furnished their 
own horses. ( \\'ent into Kimball's Regiment of this or­
ganization on the 7th of October. 1861. The militia la,r of 
the time provi,led for third Jieutenants, to ,vhich office I 
was chosen, but shortly after being elected as such in Cap­
tain \Valter's ro1npany it appears that the office was abol­
ished. 1 was then appointed sergeant-n1ajor, serving the 
remai,ule·r of tlw cnlist,nent. In the spring of 18(i2, I re­
enlisted in thl' Fourth Ca\'alry. :\lo. S. :\I. \ 1 ols., organized 
under Spt·c-ial ()r<ler No. UH, \Var Deparhnent, calling for 
ten n·giu1t·11ts of cavalry for service in the State of ~1 i-;­
souri. ( :c.•t1tgt· 11. l1all of St. Jo~eph, a brother of \Villard 
P. I rall, aftt:rwanl (-;overnor, and of Congressman \Villia111 
A. I-Tall, ,va-; tht· t·olont.•1. Captain Alfn~,l \Vallers fonnecl 
a contpany fur this regintcnt out of Holt county boys, n1y-
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self among them, 111any oi \Yhon1 had been \Vith hi1n in the 

six n1onths' service. 
No detailed account of the service of this regin1ent can ht· 

given here; it belongs rather to the history oi the \\·ar. :\f y 
o,vn part ,,·as as private, corporal, hospital ste\,·ard. ~~r­
geant-major and first lieutenant and adjutant. Our ser\-ict· 
extended as far as Fayetteville and 1-Iuntsville, .. -\rkan~J~. 
Our principal engagements ,vere: Ne,vtonia,1 Springfielcl.:: 
llarsha11, Ljtt)e lllue, and Osage/' the last three in repelling 
Gen. Sterling Price. In this ca1npaign, just before the b=it­
tle of Big Blue, I ,vas assigned to duty as . .\. -~- .\djutant 
General of Col. Phillip"s brigade. The regiment \\·as nu1~• 
tered out at St. Louis, April 18, 1865. 

Returning to the home of my parents at Oregon, \\'ht'rc 
I had learned the printer's trade. after a fe,v days oi re~t. 
1 began plans for establishing a nc,\·~papcr. For thij pur­
pose some second-hand material was bought oi K. G. 
Cooper, the state printer at Jefferson City, and the rc-
1nainder at the St. Louis Type Foundry, and on Junt: :~ ... 
1865, the first ntunber of the Hoh County Sentinel :ap­

peared. The effort \Vas kindly received an,I its defcrt'.' 
charitably excused. It must have been ·Jargcly due to the 

universal satisfaction over the return of peace. .--\t the h~­
ginning, I had a ("apable as~istant in my brother Cyru~; wt' 

,vorked hard, early and )ate, an,) \\'ere rewarded \,·ith ='ui.:­
cess front the ~tart. It n·as unfortunate. perhap~. that f 
could not let well enough alone. .--\ ftcr four years an offl'r 
·caine fron1 son1c an1bitious people at Sedalia, who wi"ht..·d a 
daily paper thrre, and who 111aclc fair pro111i:-:e~ oi th\.' 11rct..·,­
sary. financial aid. I ,vas a,lvised hy thetn to <lispu-.l' , ,f n1y 
Holt count}~posscssions right away, which I <lid. Fur their 

'Grcel<"y's A~terican C:t1nflic:t, n,J. ii, r,. 36-7: (2) p. H7; ,,, p. ;,;,!}, t'I !lt'lf, 

Als\J N~corJs of the Rt'bellion. Vol. 43, Suit's I, fl, I. 
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part, the promoters failed ; only about half the necessary 
capital \Vas taken, and I declined to go on ,vith the under­
taking. Instead thereof, I bought a plant at Pleasant Hill 
and began the publication of The Leader. The to,vn had 
just passed through a boorn, and ,vas entering upon a de­
cline, though the country \\·as prosperous, and ,ve had fair 
success. l\I y brothers George and ~ elson rendered valuable 
aid in this enterprise. Then came an unlooked for stroke 
of 1nisfortune in the iJJness and death of my young ,vile, 
leaving three s111all children. 

In the spring of 1s:s, came a call to go to Colorado, and 
in this case f roan n1en ,vho redee1ned their promises. The 
I .. eader equipn1cnt of type. presses and material was loaded 
into a lJissouri Pacific car for Sargent, the then ,ve!-tern 
terminus of the Santa Fe road. .Arrh·ing there, the outfit 
was loaded into \\·agons and freighted to Las Animas, near 
Fort Lyon, Colorado, a di~tance of sixty-five 1niles. There 
a ne,v adobe hou~e had been erected for our use, and there, 
someti1ne in June, was issued the first nuanber of the Las 
Ani111as Leader. It met a wann weko1ne fro1n the cattle­
men, \\'ho were the kings at that tiane. likewise f ro1n business 
n1en. The ~nbscription price was three dollars, but nobody 
sren1ed to tnind that, as c,·t.·rything else was in proportion. 
?v!y brother Xel~on wa~ 11,y faithiul a~sistant. Our parents 
joined tb. I was able to ~cl·ure a large trac-t nf publif· land 
,vithin walktng di~tanrl· oi tl•,\·n and on thi!-- was erected a 
co1nfortJhlc hotnl' \\'hid1 1ny p;,rl·nts. nty~elf and chihJren 
t.X'cupicc.1 togt.·thcr. · Thus thii1g~ \\ ent on pro~pt.·rc..,usly for 
nint.· yt.•ars. It sccn1.s unfortunatt". perhap~. that again I ,vas 
not content to kt wdl enL>ngh alone. 

In the spring of 1882, I ~old out 1ny Bent county prop­
erties and went to PucLlo, where I opened l,usincss in a 
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111odest way as a job printer. Feeling the need of an ad­
vertising medium, a sn1all con11nercial paper soon followecl. 
which was later, at the instigation of the Stockgro,ver's .As­
sociation, enlarged to include live stock and agriculture . 
. r\fter six years of fairly successful business. the joh dcpart­
n1ent was sold, and the ne,\·spaper was first leased and then 
sold. lly living expenses and the cost of operation ,\·ere 
n1ore than the business ,vould sustain. I had been elected 
Secretary of the Pueblo Board of Trade Association. to 
,vhich I gave my entire time from 18RR to 18H1. In the 
latter J·ear, on the initiative of ne,v~paper f riencl:--. rny natne 
,vas brought for,vard for county superintendent of srhoo1~ 
on the Republican ticket. I ,vas nominated and elet•tf-d. 
Having fi11ed the same position in Bent county, and that of 
school director, I ,vas some,\"hat familiar \\'ith the ,vork ancl 
tntered upon it "·ith enthusiasm. The salary \\·as S·? •. ">00 a 
year. I \\·as t,vicc re-elected. serving six years. During 
my second tenn ,,·on1an suffrage became the la,\· in Colorarlo 
and at the third nominating con,·ention I \\·as opposed by 
five female l'andidates. The time ~eeme<1 opportune for 
dropping out. not because of the itnprobahility of a re-clet.·· 
tion, but becau-;c of the incrra~ing <."a1npaign <.·xpense,. the 
fact that no one could expcc:-t to hold an elc-ctivc offic-c in 
perpetuity, and of a desire to return to tny rho5cn vocation 
before it was too )ate. So tnaking n1y ~st bow to thr ~uf­
f ragettes, at the rnd of 1ny third tenn I retired. 

\\'ithin a few days of the expiration of nty la~t tenn. I 
arrepted the editorial ancl businrs~ 1nanagcnwnt of the 

Canon City Clipper at a salary of $1 .. ~,oo. The paper hJci 
1,et"n bought by a stock con1pany to he rnn as an or:,!an of 
the De111ocrats, Popnli~ts ancl Sih·cr Repuhlican~. who had 
fnrn1ed a Fusion Party as against the regular Republican!". 
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It \\·as a delicate role, but \Ve ,von out. I served h\·o ye:ir~ 
at this \Vretchecl business! ,vhich also included a city cam­
paign on the saloon license question. 

In the n1eantime, the date for taking the hvelfth dec~n­
nial census dre,v near. There ,vas a call for clerks at \Vash­
ington, to be selected ,vithout respect to political affiliation, 
a condition ,vhich see1ned peculiarly adapted to my case. 
A Populist congressman kindly put me on his list; I ,vas 
appointed and ordered to report, but the salary named 
caused me to hesitate, until assurance by said co11gress1nan 
that I ,vould surely be advanced. So, knowing nothing of 
life in \Vashington, or the ,vays of the civil service, in July, 
1900, I began \\·ork in the Census Office at $900 a year, 
\\·hich after a fe,v ,veeks ,vas raised to $1,000. I found 
myself unable to Jive and take care of my family ,vith this 
income and began to dra,v upon the savings of previou~ 
years. \Vhat ,vas at first a teinporary bureau was made 
permanent by act of Congress, and ,vhat was at first sup­
posed ,vo1d,1 be a temporary pleasure excursion to \Vash­
ington has extended no,v into and through another censu ~ 
period. The lh·ing expense, coupled ,vith meagre salar,· 
deprived rne of the rneans of returning to private businrs:--. 
and so, like son1c thousands of my fello,vment I have staye,1 
on. A ftcr right years there ,,·as another increase of salary. 
"·hich, ..,ttpplcnwntcd by iny pension, has rendered existence 
n1ore t• ,lt·ra hie. 

Shortly aftt•r starting business in 18H5, or, to be exact. 
on tht> I Ith of ~t'ptt~1nber, at Sedalia, ~Io., I ,vas 1narried to 
~J iss 11 t·nril'tta C. ~lorgan, she being eighteen years of age 
and n·rl'.11tly f n 1111 ~chool at the l:onvent of the \ ·isitatiou. 
St. Louis. 'fhn.·l' daughters were born to us during the 
brief period of our lives together. \Ve named the111 :\lirian1 
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V., Anna G., and Edna L. They ,vere too young to realiz.: 
the irreparable loss they suffered, as on February 3, 1 ~-:, 1, 
the young mother's spirit left its mortal tenement for th~ 
immortal life beyond. Our second child died January 18. 
1880, being then t\velve years old, less hvelve days. After 
an interval of eleven years, on September 11, 1882, at \~c­
vay, Ind., I ,vas united in 1narriage ,vith :\lrs. Zellie n. 
O'Neal, nee Grisard. The issue of this union ,vas hYo chil­
dren# namely Isabelle and Reginald. U,.iortunately. this 
second 1natrin1onial alliance ,vas destined not to last, but 
tern1inated in a legal separation in 1893. 

About the beginning of my business and don1estic career, 
1 became a Freemason in Oregon Lodge 139. S01ne year~ 
later, ,v bile a resident of Colorado, I ,vas advanced to the 
Chapter, Council and Con1mandery degrees, and in the la~t 
body \\·as honored ,vith the office of E1ninent Co1n1nandcr oi 
Pueblo Commandery, No. 3, K. T. 

One other exhibit fro1u this record of n1y private life 
seems proper, as revealing the 111otif of it all, narncly, n1y 
religious convictions. Though born and bred a ~[ etho<li~t. 
I did not formally beco1ne identified with the church until 
about three years after 1ny first n1arriagc, and this relation 
has continued until the present. l becatne actively inter-. 
ested in Sunday school \\'Ork about the year 1s,·o, "·hich 
has also been n1ai11tained until the present ,vriting. I arn 
painfully conscious of 1nany sins of otnission and comn1i~­
sion in these years, nor ,votdd I bring this into tny personal 
history except for the few ,vho nia)· wish to c:heri~h what 
they ha,·c dcernc<l worthy in inc. ~lay I bl· pardoned for 
saying further, by way of rcvie,v and looking back. a~ wdl 
as forward, that however ,vorthy 1ny career as a ~oklier, 
or in newspaper work, or in official life, I value abo\'C thcn1 
all n1y lnunble record as a Sunday school n1an. 
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CYRUS BENTON BO\VMAN. 
( Grcat-grandsofl. of Edward B.) 

Cyrus Benton, second son of Joshua Bo,vman. ,vas born 
in Cape Girardeau county, l\fo., February 7, 18-12. \Vhen 
he was about four years of age his parents 1noved to ?vlus­
catine, Io,va, and thence. five vears later, to northwest ~fis-., 

souri, ,vhere he gre,v to manhood, enjoying such educa-
tional advantages as prevailed in the rural districts of that 
state at that early day. At the age of sixteen, or in the 
fall of 1858, his parents then living at Oregon, 1-lolt county, 
Mo., he went to \Vhite Cloud, Kansas, and entered the of­
fice of the \Vhite Cloud Chief for the purpose of learning 
the printer's trade. \Vith the exception of a brief interval 
on the News, of Oregon, :\lo., he continued at the \Vhite 
Cloud office l1ntil the beginning of the ,var. 

He \\-a~ enrolled ~lay 28, 18f. 1, at Leaven,vorth. Kansas, 
and on June 3, 1861. mustered into the U. S. service as 
private in Con1pany B, First Rcghnent Kansas \" olunteers, 
Lieut. Bond. U. S. A., the mustering officer. George \V. 
Dietzler, Col,.,nd. and \\". Y. Roberts. Captain. The regi­
ment \\·as a,nong the first to go to the front. and partici­
pated in th'-~ hattles of Dug Springs. August 1st. and of 
\ViJson's Crrt·k. ~••Utlnvest ~-figsouri. 1\ugust 10, 1861. As 
a result of tltt· l1anl~hips of this carnpaign hij health was so 
in1paire, I that lw was upon surgeon ·s certificate of disabil­
ity disd1:1r~t·d Sq,te1nhcr 21, 18Hl. at Hannibal, l\·to. Re­
gaining his ht·ah h in snn1c tnrasure by N o,·cmber ;;th of 
that year. lh: enli-.rc,1 at Oregon~ ~[o .. and was nntstcred in 
as a pri,·;1tt.· in Co111pany F. l~itnbalrs Regirnent (Fifth) of 
six tnonths f\li:-~ouri ~lilitia, serving until ~larch. 1862. 
Upon disch~lrgc lw re-enlisted in Captain Alfred \V~lter's 
Co1npany F. Fourth Regi1nent ~[. S. l\[ \r ols., to serve dur-
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ing the war. During this term of ser\·ice he \\·as appointe<l 
sergeant, 30th September, 1862, by Col. George H. Hall, ancl 
later advanced to first sergeant, serving as such until n1uster 
out in .,\pril, 1865. 1-Ie participated, \\·ith his regi1nent, in 
the campaign of General Schofield, pursuing the rebel ,~en­
cral Hindman into .--\rkansas, in October, 1862; ,va5 at the 
battle of Springfield, January 8, J 8t;3, and the variou:; cn­
gagen1ents \\"ith Price's arn1y during hi:; raid of lf:••-1. Ju~t 
preceding the expiration of his ser,·ice in the Fourth Ca,·alry 
lt S. 1\1., he ,vas conunissioned first lieutenant in the Petti::; 
County Provisional Con1pany of Enrolled :\I i!'souri ~Iilitia. 
which ,vas declined. In the latter part oi 18ti;j, having re­
turned hon1e, he was commi~sioned first lieutenant and en­
rolling officer for 11olt county, and enrolled twelve con1-
panies, composing the 1-Iolt County Regi111ent, assi~ted by 
Lieut. Robert P. Ruley. a~ clerk. Following this work he 
,vas detailed as inspector general. 

The foregoing is a mere skeleton account of the 1uilitary 
rareer of Cyrus Benton Bow111an. \ Vhat the servifc really 
,,·as-its perils, its horrors, its weari~on1c n1archcs, it:-- sun1-
mer dust and heat and winter bla:'\t~. onh· tho:-e who idt 

~ 

thl'tn n1ay kno,v, and few ren1ain to tell the story. 
Following his 1nilitary service, ~r r. Bow111an cnga~c,l in 

ne\\·spaper \\·ork on the I·Ierald and Gazette at St. Jo:-.eph. 
lio., in the position nO\V of forcn1an. now as conunrrcial 
and as night t.·<litor. In this capacity he ca1nc in touch with 
several of the veteran ncw~papcr n1cn of that tin1c and place 
in the persons of John L. Bitting~r, Charle~ n. \ \'ilkitb•)ll. 
I-Iowa rd R. I I et rich, 'l'ol,e ~1 itchell, '(:;enc F ielt.l and D. \ \' • 
Wil<kr. This c1nployn1r11t, i11rltaling ~ix 1nu11th~ at \ \' ar­
rrnsburg. ~Io., <X'l.•upiccl hin1 until February, l~~·!. whc11 he 
\\'Cnt to 1-Iiawatha, I,ansa~. and with G~orgc T. \\"illian1"t 
(lstahlishc(l the I,ansas Drtnocrat. In lSH:i, :\pril, he \\'Ctlt 
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to Colorado. ,vhere he has since resided. In the latter state 
he did editorial ,vork at La Junta, Pueblo and \ \. alsenburg. 
covering the period up to the fall of 18HO, ,vhen he "·as 
elected as representative f rotn Huerfano county to the Col­
orado legislature. As a 111ember of that bo<ly, he \\·as in­
strumental in pushing to a successful passage some of tht.· 
best n1easnres that came before it. Following his service in 
the House, he ,vas non1ince of the People's Party for the 
state senate for the Twenty-seventh district. but ,va5 de­
feated. 

During the period follo,,·ing his ne,vspaper and political 
,,·ork, ~Ir. Bo,vman has been engaged for the 1nost part in 
the alluring gatne of mining. hut ,vith only "indifferent sur­
cess." His residence at the sa111e time has been at La \" eta. 
and his field of operations the mountains adjacent. 

He ,vas n1arried to ~lary E. Pearcy, at gt. Joseph. :\lo., 
January 10, 1869, and as the fruit of this union two song 
and a daughter '"ere born-Lucian \Vebster, born in 18?0, 
,vho died at t wcnty-eight; Raytnond S., born January 8, 
18'2'2, ,vho h<:c;,n1c a printer and then a soldirr. going to the 
Philippine-.,, wlwre he has since risen to a lieutenancy in the 
Philippine ~rout~; the daughter. Edith, born January 1-1, 
1874, taught i II the rural ~chools of Colorado. ,vent to 
\Vashingt,,n. I>. C .. engage(} in clerical ,,·ork an<I wa~ there 
1uarried. Jul_\· t·!. 1904, to Joseph T. l(elly. Jr .. sin<;c which 
tin1e they li:11,.. 1 i ,-~:c I at Ualtitnore. The tnother oi the above­
na1necl d1ilcl11·11 ,1il·d Dccl'tnber 1, 18,:1_ an<l their father 
,vas tnarric·d tht -.ccnnd tin1c, July 21, l~Sn, to Rebecca Es­
tella Kcuwill, of l latnilton county~ X. \". These two still 
sojourn in that land of the turquoi~c sky, the blue spruce 
an<l tht~ rol11111hiw.·, journeying on toward th~ setting sun. 
confident in tlil·ir tru!'it in the God of their fathers an,l 
tnothcrs. 
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GEORGE BRYANT BO\V~IAN. 
( Great-grandson of Edu,ard B.) 
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The third son of Joshua Bo,,·man to attain 1nanhood \,·a~ 
George Bryant, named after a son of Groves. \\·hose lit\! 

. sketch appears on a preceding page. F ollo,\·ing the exatnple 
of his t\\ro older brothers, he took up the printer·s tracle. 
,vorking for some tin1e at St. Joseph ancl at Pleasant Hili. 
llo., later engaging in publishing on his o,vn account, suc­
cessively at Forest City, l\Io., Eltn,vood, Ill., and I.athrop. 
llo., finally bringing up at Pueblo, Colorado, \\·here other 
members of the family had precedc<l hi,n. and ,,·here he 
shifted to the occupation of florist. 1-Ic was married Xo­
vember 8, 1870, at Oregon, :\lo.. to Em1na :\I urphy. by 
,vhich union hvo children ,,·ere born: .A.rthur, January 13. 
1873, at St. Joseph; l\lary Ethelyn, at Lathrop, l\Io .. :\lay 
2r,, 18'17. 

lJpon the occasion of his death the folto,\"ing notkc 
appeared in the Pueblo Chieftain of l)ccember 19. 18!)1. and 
,viii appropriat~lr con1plcte the brief story of his strenuous 
and eventful Jif c: 

·'~fr. ~orge Bryant Bo\\·1nan, ,vhose <lea th, as chronide-.f 
in yesterday':,; Chieftain, occurred at \Varrcn~burg. :\lo .. on 
the 17th in:,tant. was born in Cape Girardeau county. :"atne 
~tate, itarrh :!;•, l~lG, and \\'as a son of Rev. J. Dtnnnan. 
,vho resicft:-., at H 1 j East First street, this city. 

l)cceas,·,t lt,·t d during n1ost of his hoyhood and early tnan­
hood at ( > rt·gon, ~ lo., and f ron1 that place cnlistctl in the 
volunteer ~e.·rvirc· when only about seventeen year~ of ag~. 
lie served f nr a t i111t.· in the Fifth :\ l. S. :\[. Ca ,·al ry. an, l 
later, till tht~ dose of the ,var, in thl' Forty-fifth :\I i ... '.',ouri 
lnfantry. i\ftt·r the war, for the 1nost part of hi~ life, he 
\\'Orked at the printing business, establishing a nu1nbcr of 
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papers, and doing considerable correspondence ,vork for 
others. 

His special taste, ho,vever. \Vas for flo\vers and plants. and 
for five years past he had been engaged in the greenhou~e 
business. He \Vas at the time of his death a stockholder 
and manager for the Pueblo :, ursery and Floral Company, 
and to his energy Pueblo is indebted for much that is beau­
tiful in the ,vay of la,vns and landscape ,vork. 1-[e was an 
enthusiast in ,vhatcver he undertook, and strove to inspire 
others ,vith his o,vn convictions and conceptions of beauty-. 
He \Vas one of the protnoters of the Pueblo Horticultural 
Society, and a regular exhibitor at the State Fair, and not 
only by example hut by ,vord and through the press en­
deavored to av.-akcn public interest in horticulture and kin­
dred subjects. Probably his last contribution in this line 
\\·as a paper read before the I lorticultural Society on ·'Jl 1)\V 

to Build a Green I louse." 
He \\'as a sufferer iron1 rhcun1atisn1 and heart cli:-;ea:,.e~ 

and "'hen n1cdi<-al ~kill could tlo nothing more for hin1. nn 
the advice of hi;'\ physiciang he sought relief in a lower alti­
tude a,~(I stoppnl at \f arren~hurg. On his jo~trncv an(t «ht r­
ing hi~ sojourn tlw, ... he wa..; attencled by hi""> brother XeLon. 
The 1nen1h(•r-; •>f tlw C~ .. -\. 1{. of that place also sh,,w~«l a 
mo~t fr,itcrual ,pirit. \\·atrhing nightly by his be, ~--ic.ic till 
the en<l. r\"' ,n~·~ttic 'lltfi v~.;;terday. it w.\" intenclcd that his 
ren1ain~ ~h, ,111, I ht· brought home for intenncnt, bitt later 
advice wa~ 1 l1at 11\\ ing to condition, the burial n1u~t take 
place there. 

Life's fitf11I f1:\'rr i-; on:-r with hint. fiis gra,·c will he 
kept gn"'Cll 1,_,· hi-., 1..·t ,111ralks. 1 I is n1c1nory will he sarrcdly 
d1crishcd f.y tho,c.· \\ '1n knew how useful, how large-lwartcd 
ancl tru~ hl· was ... 
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NELSO~ I-IE~RY' BO\V:\·L~N. 

(Great-gra11dso11 of Edtvard B.) 
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'fhe fourth son of Joshua Bown1an to reach his 1najority 
,vas Nelson lfenry, 11a1ne<l for Rev. ~elson Henry~ the 
1'1cthodist minister ,,·ho otliciated at the \\·coding of his 
parents. lie was born at the ol<l Leroy Carter place, Platt~ 
county, l\lo., ,vherc his father then had his first appoint-
1nent, Decen1ber tt, 18al. J-Iis boyhood ,vas spent in north­
\\·est :\1issouri, inostly at Oregon. and included the period 
of the Civil \\"ar. Follo,ving the exa1nple oi his ol<lcr 
brothers, but against their advice, he took up the printing 
and newspaper business, for which he developed a special 
aptitu<le. I le was a faithful assistant to his brother Charles 
in his enterprises at Pleasant Hill, .\lo.!t and Las :\ni1na~ 
and Pueblo, Colorado, covering the period iron1 1 Sti!J to 
1888. Shortly iollowing this he established the La Junta 
'f ribune, and a paper at Las .:\ni1nas called the llcnt Coun­
ty De1uocrat. Di~posing oi the~c properties, he returned 
to Pueblo and engaged in the mcchaniral <leparhnent of the 
Daily Chieftain, in ,vhich capacity he co111pletcd a long, 
faithful and uscinl cart"cr. 1-le ,vas for several years prrsi­
dent of Pueblo 'l'ypographical Cnion No. 17 :J, has b~cn a 
dch·gate to the ] ntcrnational C nion, and was anticipating 
attc..~ndancc upon the international 1nccting, at \\"a~hington, 
wht>n he was taken down ,vith his last sickness. 

At hvcnty years of agl', or to be 1nore exact. :\ugust t~, 
1810, he was n1arrictl at Forc~t City, ~lo., to ~liss Anna 

7tlr,&-~ 
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Pinkston, daughter of one of the pioneers of Holt rounty. 
Of this union three children ,vere born, a daughter. Julia. 
who died in infancy, and two sons. namely, Joshua Lee, t!1e 
older, ,vho ,vas born at Oregon. :\Io., ~larch 18: 1~,2. be­
came a printer and linotype operator in the office where hi~ 
father ,vorked, and ,vas married October 9. 190i. to ~Ir~. 
11. L. Evans, of Savannah. Ga. Ed,vard Spencer, the sec­
ond son, was born at Las .Anitnas. Colorado. January 15, 
1881 ; married August 14. 1901. to :\liss Olive Longinotti, 
at Pueblo, and chose for his occupation that of a stationary 
engineer; one child, Xina :\f ilrlred. \\'as born to thetn, l\lay 
25, 1903. 

In Nelson H. Bo,vman the family characteristics of hos­
pitality and helpfulness ,vere most conspicuous. lie re­
flected in a large measure the gentleness, patience and sym­
pathy of his mother. as 1nore than one of those ,vho sur,·ive 
could testify. Such ,vas his life, particularly in his riper 
,·ears, that it could be truh· said he ,\·as ··not far f ro1n the . . 
Kingdo1n," and during his final ordeal the record i~ that he 
rommitte<l his spirit to the ,viii of his Saviour. 

Upon the occasion of his death. which occurred Xoven1-
ber 28, 1903, the Pueblo Chieftain of the next day l'Ontained 
an extended tribute to his n1cn1ory. and the 1~ypographical 
·union passed appropriate resolution~. 'fhe following ex­
tracts are reprinted f rotn the Chieftain: 

"Death has again in\'adcd the ranks of Colorado's pio­
necr!-i, thi~ tin1c carrying a\\·ay a ,·l•tt·ran editor and printer, 
Nel:--on I-1. Bown1an, who for years has been associated ,vith 
the typos of Puchlo. l\s a result oi a siege of typhoid f C\'cr, 

,vhkh attackrcl hin1 th~ latter part of June. he died yest~r­
day a ftcrnoon at his ho111e, :11 t; Ea~t Thin\ Street. 
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Until a fe,r clays ago hopes for his rtco,·ery ,vere enter­
tained, hut the fever had ma<le such inroads into his con­
stitution that recovery ,vas in1possible. 1-Ie died as braYely 
as he had lived, consistent to the vie,,·s he entertained dur­
ing his long and useful career. 

\Yith his death a picturesque figure has been taken away 
from the ne,\·spaper ,vorld, and one of the advance guarrl oi 
higher civilization in Colorado has been re1noved. Con1ing 
to the state n1ore than 30 years ago, he ,vas fron1 then until 
the day of his death numbered among the progressive spirits 
,vhich made Colorado and the ~:\rkansas \i aUev what thcv - . 
are today. Bringing ,vest ,vith him a broad kno,vledgc of 
his craft, printing, he soon made himself a power in the then 
ne,v commttnity and during his career as editor he was 
faithful to the old ideals of newspaperdo1n. 

Later he turned again to his craft, and for the last twch·c 
years of his life ,vas fore1nan of the ad. roon1 of the Chief­
tain. For n1any years he was "daddy" of the Chieftain rc,111-
posing roo1n '"chapel," which is an honor accorded hy th~ 
printers to the most worthy and trusted of their nutnhcr. 
\Vholesoule,l, generou~. broad 111incled and lovahlc. hi~ ch.·ath 
,vill be 1nourncd bv all who kne\\· hi1n. -

There arc 1nany who are not now in Pueblo who will rc-
111en1bcr n1ost kindly the daddy of the Chieftain chapel. 
These arc the wanderers of the Typographiral C nion known 
as the "tourist printers."' ~Jany of then1 will n:n1t·n1ber that 
in ··Old ~t+.; .. thry fotttHl a f rictHl ever n·a(ly to~\\'<.• tlwtn a 
hdping hand anc.l a ·•sit" whereby they n1ight rid thcinsclrcs 
of the "wrinkle~:· ~ els is gone. but t1C1t h~iort• he had 
buil<lcd to hi~ 1ncn1ory n1onu111ents without nun1l>er in the 
hrarts of his friend~." 
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ELLIOTT BOND BO\Vl\,[.-\~. 

( Great-gra11dso11 of Ed'ii.'Ord B.) 

The above na1ne repre~ents the youngest son of Joshua 
Rowman, but to such an extent has he inclulge,\ a natural 
instinct for changing his ah()(le. that little has been learne,1 
of his career. He \\·as born at the to\vn of .~lbany, Gentry 
county, h,Jissouri, June 17, 1856. .,\fter leaving home he 
,vas heard f ron1 at various places in Kan~s and ~lissouri, 
and took up the trades of plasterer and paper hanger. I-le 
,vas marrie<I January 'l:J, 187.3, to ~f ary J•:. Johnson. of 
Andre,v county, ~Io. Frotn this union a son, Charles Nel­
son, \\'as born at Savannah, :\Jo., July 9, 1 S,ti. In later 
years he has been heard iron1 in California ancl in Colorado, 
bttt at this \\'riting his atldre~s is unknown. 
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BENJA~flN SPENCER. 

( Gra11dfatlier of Eli.:abetli, 'll'lio 1narricd J osltua B01H.'1na>r) 

Of this ancestor little is kno,vn beyond ,vhat is given in 
the aftidavit n1ade by hint in his application for pension. 
His brother. the Rev. William Spencer, ,vas the maternal 
grandfather of Joshua Bowman, ,vhile he \\·as himseli the 
paternal grandfather of Elizabeth ~l.~ \\·ho beran1e Joshua 
Bo,vman's ,vife. 

From papers on tile in Pension Bureau. \Vashington, the 
i ollo,ving is copied : 

.~FFID.-\VIT OF BF.~J A:\IIN SPt-:NCER. 

ST.-\Tf-: OF NoRTII c.,ROI..J~.\.) . 
Burkr County. \ ss. 

On this 2~th ,lay of January. 18:\-L personally appearc,I 
in open conr1, l)('tc.,rl~ the ,,porshipful County Court of Burkt· 
county, in the ~tate afore~aid, flenjatnin Spencer. of the 
County of Linroln and State of Xorth Carolina. ~tgl"d 7;; 
years, doth on hi, rorporal oath say. that he entere,l the 
scrvic~ of I lw l ~ nitt·, l States under the follo,ving nan,etl oi­
fict~rs: Ca pt. t ~rn If rey A<lan1s, in South Carolina ~tate 
troops, in till' cavalry, for ten tnonths. in Colnnrl ~,{icl,tle­

ton's rcgi111t·11t, ~o. -:.!d; Acljutant Lu~k; l~t ~ergt. :\forris 

Raney; n111•,h·ri11~ ~<.·rgrant. John Bates. 
At the ti111c ht.· t·ntered service ,vas a ritizrn of Burke 

county, North Carolina, and that he entered either in the 
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year 1779 or 1~80, and ,vas forth,vith marched to and ren­
dezvoused at Ranson1·s. near Lincoln. N. C., from ,vhich 

' ' 

place he ,vas marched to Ancrum's on Congaree, in South 
Carolina, ,vhere he. joined General Su1nter's army, remain­
ing there for so1ne time. until ordered on a scouting party 
under Capt. \ v· ate rs, during ,vhich several scouts he ,vas in 
t,vo engagements ,vith Tories. The first ,vas on the Saluda 
river in South Carolina; the second ,vas on Edisto river, 
S. C., ,vhere the .-\merican Army ,vas fired upon out of a 
swa1np, at ,vhich time Captain Liphan1 ,vas killc<l. Con­
tinued his service "·ithout any further engagements, s01ne­

times ,vith the main arn1y and so1netimes scattering, until 
the battle of Euta,v Springs, at ,vhich place he joined Gen. 
Greene's arn1y, and was placed in the front of the battle on 
the left flank and continued in pursuit of the ·British .\nny 
to the Dull S,va1np, irom \\·hich place he ,vas marched to 
what is called the Four-hole<l-Bri<lge, -10 miles from Charles­
ton, S. C., at ,vhich place he \\·as in garrison part of the 
,vinter, until n1arched to Orangeburg. S. C., at which place 
he ,vas discharged by ~lajor John ~Ioore. 

Previous to afore:;aid service, ,vas for three 1nonth~ a 
volunteer in Xorth Carolina 1nilitia. under Capt. :\lordecai 
Clarke, Lt. John Richardson. En'.'ign \V,n. Cauley. Colonel 
Joseph ~IcDowclrs regi1nt"nt. hy who1n, with :\[ajor flrc­
vanl, he ,vas 111arched to 1'wch·e-:\I ile Creek in S. C .. and 
there joinecl the brigade conunandcd by General \Villian1 
Davidson. Ren1ainetl there until he was on.lered to join 
(~eneral Crc~nc' s arn1y. Retnained ,vith said anny until or­
dered to the Tu:-;kagec Ford, on the Cohunbia [ ? ] river, 

N. C., to itnpcde the march of Lord Cornwallis. I le there 
was un<lcr the aforesaid General Greene l fron1] \vhich serv­
ice hr was transferred to \Varford's Fort, in Burke county, 
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to protect the frontiers of said state from the depredations 
of the Cherokee Indians, under Colonel \Varford. At this 
place served the ren1ain<ler of his ter111. 

At the expiration of tenn again volunteered to ser,·c an­
other tour in said fort, \\·as furloughed to go home an<l re­
turn again shortly to the fort. On hi~ road ho1ne met ,,·ith 
Capt. Godfrey .Adan1s, and enlisted as stated in first p:lrt 
of this declaration, in consequence of which he receh·ed no 
discharge from his fir~t term of service. 

Signed and s,vorn to. 
BENJ .,MIN SPENCER. 

Service certified to by liajor John lloore. 



ADDENDA. 

Out of the ma~s of information accu1nulated in this in­
vestigation the items follo,ving have been selected as ,vorthy 
of preservation because of their corroborative value, and in 
the belief that they ,viii be useful to others. For exa1nple, 
there can be little doubt that the Gilbert Bo,vn1an men­
tioned in No. I ,vas related to the Gilbert. brother of Ed­
ward, who ,vent to North Carolina; or that the Abrahan1 
Bo,vman, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the Eighth \:-ir­
ginia Regiment ( see 1 I 1. I\' and v· I), ,vas the same ,,·ho 
became Colonel. and \\·a~ the grandfather of John Bryan 
Bo\\·n1an, of Kentucky ( see \"II). 

I. 
AMHERST COUNTY (VA.) MEP.-lORANDA. 

An1herst county wa~ forn1ed i ron1 a part of Alue1narle 
county in 17f,1, pre,~ous to which date its records forrn a 
part of tho~c of .-\lben1arle, at Charlottesville. 

Nelson rounty was fonned f ron1 part of i\1nherst in i,os. 

1'hc L,tlu·r of thl" pre~cnt Jas. Edw. no,,·n1an. engaged in 
the banki11g 1n1 ... i1a·s~ a..t .Atnhcrst. was Gilbert nowtnan. born 
in Ncl,on rounty. 1~1,is Gilbert Bowtnan lived at \Vil­
lian1sl1nq~. \\ itli his undt•, Sherod Bow111a11. for the purpose 
of attending -..d,nul. 1-Il· had an unrlc nan1ed GilLcrt and a 

third c.it1t· 11a11u:«l \ \' illia111. This Gilbert B .. first tncntioncd 
above, r~unc to An1herst county and tnarricd Elizabeth Tins­
ley, daughter of I~aac Tinsley. 

t88) 
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II. 

AMHERST COUNTY (VA .. ) CONVEYANCES .. 

'fhe conveyances follo,,·ing are of interest as shO\\"ing 
transactions of Edward Bo,vman and introduc-ing others of 
the family. whose exact relationship has not been dis­
covered: 

Book .~, p. 225: \Vin. Blair and hi~ wife to Edward Bow-
1nan, - day of February, in the third year of the reign oi 
our Sovereign Loni. George the Third. by the Grace of 
God, of Great Britain, France and I re land, King, Def ender 
of the Faith, etc., and the year of our Lord Christ. 17ti-L 

\Villian1 Blair. and his ,vife. of the countv of Alben1arle. 
~ 

To E<h\'ard Uowinan. of the county of .-\mhcrst. 
Consideration, forty pound~. 
150 acres of tract of land grante<l to :\[ichael 'l'ho1nas. 

by patent. bearing date the 10th day of July. 17-1~:;, etc .. ly­
ing in the county of :\1nherst on the ~outh !--i<le of the Rock• 
fish River. ctr. 

\Vitnessed hy \ Van. Bon·man. David nurks. Drur~· Bo,v• 
n1an. 

Book C, p. ,.-1!t: \Vn1. l lix. of county of 1\111hcrst to E,t­
ward Bowinau. r,--.unty of .-\n1hcr:::.t. Dat~. ~th of Dec, 17~e. 

Con:iitlcr:11iu11. [t;:>, current n1one\· of \·a. 
~ 

1:l8 acrt."~ in 111'.· l·()untv of .A1nhcr~t. in the l,ranchei of -
}luff's Crtt·I,, ;111,I nu the cast ~ide of the 1'obacronion ~tts .• 
being part et{ a t r:u.·t of 2':'G acr~:; which llcnry Childers 
purrhascd of \ \' ,u. l 'ahell, etc. 

Uook D. p. :i; 7: Edward P.ow1nan to l{alph Jopling: 
This ind,·ntun 111adc this ;·11t day of October, in the year 

of our Loni Christ, 177(;, betwixt Edward Bow1nan, of the 

county of .i\111hcr~t. of the one part. anti Ralph Jopling. of 
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the county of Alben1arle, Parish of St. Anns, of the other 
part, witnesseth, etc. * * * 

Consideration, twenty pounds of the current money of \:-a . 
• ~ certain tract or parcel of land, containing 117 acres, 

on the branches of the Tribble Falls and Dutch Creeks. 
Signed, E<hvard Bo,v1nan. 

Book D, p. =394: Ed,vard Bowman to \Vm. Goolsbey, of 
Amherst: 

Saine form as above, dated 3d day of Feb., 1777. 
Consideration, ~~enty pounds. 
138 acres, on the \\·aters of Huff's Creek, and on the east 

side of the Tobaccomon ~lountains, an<.l is part of a tract 
of i76 acres, ,vhich Henry Childers purchased of \Vin. Ca­
bell, etc. 

Book E, p. 1,-1: E<hvard Bo,vn1an to \Vin. Bo,vman. 
Dated 6th day of Sept., 17,9. 
Same form as first above. 
Granted: \Vin. llow111an, of the county of Albc1narle and 

Pari~h of St. .-\nns. Consideration, .£500 current n1oney of 
\Ta. 

150 acres in ,\ 1nhcrst county, on the south sitle of the 
Rocktish river, ell". 

111. 

VIRGINIA FIELD OFFICERS. 

(Front l'atnplic..•ll's Ilistory of \'irginia. Petersburg, 181:l, 
p. lti7, et seq.] 

At a convt·uti,,n at Rid1111on<l in July, 177 :;, for the pur­
pose of urga11izi11,-: a provincial form of govemtncnt and 
plan of dc:fc..·n~l' for the Colony. The latter was placed in 
the hands of a Con1111ittee of Public Safety. • * • In 
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addition to the t,vo regin1ents already in service the conven­
tion determined to raise seven n1ore for the defense of the 
Colony. The follo,ving gentlen1en ,vere chosen as field of­
ficers to the troops to be raised : 

Third Regiment, Colonel, I-I ugh :\Iercer; Lt. Colonel, 
George \Veedon; :\Iajor, Thomas :\-IarshaJI .. 

Fourth Regiment, Colonel. :·\dam Ste\"en; Lt. Colonel, 
Isaac Read; :\[ajor, R. Lawson. 

Fifth Regiment, Colonel, \ViJlia1n Peachy; Lt. Colonel, 
\Villian1 Cra,vford; l\[ajor, J. Parker. 

Sixth Regiment, Colonel, :\Iordecai Buckner; Lt. Colonel, 
Thon1as Elliott; l\lajor, J. Ilendricks. 

Seventh Regiment, Colonel, \Villia,n Dangerfield ; Lt. 
Colonel. Alexander ~IcClanahan; :\Iajor, \Villiam X el~on. 

Eighth Regiment, Colonel, Peter :\(uhlenburg: Lt. 
Colonel, A. Bo,vman; l\lajor, P. Hclvinstone. 

Ninth Regin1ent, Colonel, Tho1nas F1emrning; Lt. Colonel, 
George liatthe\\·s; :\Jajor, :\1. Donavon. 

IV. 

OFFICERS OF THE CONTINENTAL ARMY. 

[ Fron, a l Iistorical Register of otliccr, of the Continenta 1 
Anny, by F. 8. 1-leitnian. \ Vashington. 18:18.] 

First X. J. :\Iajor Xathaniel Bo\\·1nan, 11th of February, 
178:l, to 1\pril, 1783. 

Seventh v· a. Cot. Daniel ).Jorgan, 1-lth ~cpt., 17, s. to 
13th Ort., 1780. 

Eighth \ra. Lt. Col. John Bo\\'tnan, 1 ~t llarch. 17~ti, to 
22d 11ch., 1777. 

Eleventh Va. Col. Danl. ~lorgan, 11th Nov., 1776, to 
14th Sept., 1778. 
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Bowman, Abraham (N. J.), Lieutenant 2d New Jersey, 
27th ifarch, 1780; retired 1st January, 178:l. 

Bo,vman, Abraham (,~a.), Lieutenant-Colonel, 8th Vir­
ginia, 1st l\-Iarch, 1776; Colonel, 2td ~larch, 1777 to --. 

Bo\\·man, Isaac (\-~a.). Lieutenant and Quartermaster of 
Colonel Clark's Illinois Regiment, llay, .1779; taken pris­
oner by Indians in Noven1ber, 17,9; sold by then1 to a 
trader, carried to ·Xe,v Orleans and Cuba; escaped and re­
turned to V'irginia. 

Bo,vman, Isaac (\·a.). l\'Iajor of Colonel Clark·s Illinois 
Regiment; killccl by Indians at Fort Patrick Henry, 14th 
• .,.ugust, 17 7!•. 

Bo,Yman, Joseph (N. C.). Captain l~t North Carolina. 
18th Septe111her. 1776; killed at the siege of Charleston. 10th 
April, l 780. 

Bo,,·1nan, Jo~eph ( v·a. ). ~lajor of a \~irginia State Regi­
ment, 17~8 to 1781. 

Bo,,·n1an, Jo~hua ( N. C.), Second Lieutenant 1st Korth 
Carolina, 1st Scpten1ber. 17,;1; 1st Lieutenant. 1:ith Xove111-
ber, 177;;; Captain. ->th February. 1177; killed at Ran1seur·s 
~[ill, 20th June. 1 ':"80. 

P.o\\·n1an. X athaniel ( X. J.). Second Lieutenant 2<1 N cw 
Jersey, 11th Xo\'etnber. 1775; 1st Lieutenant, 10th ~la\', . . -
1776; Captain. 11th ,\pril, 1777: ~lajor 1st Ne\,· Jersey. 
11th February, 1, 8:\, and served to .April, 178:t 

Bow1nan, Phineas (~lass.), First Li<'utcnant and pa,·­
tnaster 1:ith 1'[assachusett~, l~t January, 1777; Captain. 
19th .April. 1 ~ 7!); transfr·rre<.1 to ;,th ~Ias~achusetb, 1st Jan­
uary, 17~ 1, and sen·t"d to close of \\·ar. 

Bo,vman, Sanntcl ( ~fass.), En~ign ~;d :\lassachusctts, -. 
1780; tran~ferred to 1st ~lassachusetts 1st January, 178 I; 
Lieutenant, ~Z(t i-\pril, 1782, and served to close of war. 
l)icd 28th June. 1818. 
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Bo,vman, 'Solomon ( l\Iass.), First J-4ieutenant of Gard­
ner's ~lassachusetts Regiment. ~lay to December, 1,7:;; 1st 
Lieutenant, 25th Continental Infantry, 1st January to 31st 
December, l 77fj. Died l st July, 1823 . 

• * • * * * * 
Spencer, Gideon (\ra.), Lieutenant of a \-·irginia State 

Regin1ent, 1778 to 1781. 
Spencer, John (Va.), I~icutenant of a V'irginia State Reg­

iment, 17': 8 to 1781. 
Spencer, Joseph (\''a.), Captain ,·th \·irginia. :\[ay. l ~7'G; 

resigned 1 Jth ~ ovember, l .-, ; ; died ~0th .August, 182~•. 
Spencer, Thomas ( \i a.), Second Lieutenant -1th \ ·ir­

ginia, 2:ld February, 1776; 1st Lieutenant, 28th Septen1bcr, 
1776; rcsignc,1 :JOth July. 177R. 

Spencer, \Vi1lia111 (\~a.), Ensign 8th \·irginia. 2:;th Sep­
tember. 1 '179, and served to 1 ~80. 

V. 

TWO LIEUTENANTS OF THE REVOLUTION. 

[Frotn Safel's Record~ of the ReYolutionary \Var.} 

Under the lu.·ading •· :\ List of Pcn~ionctl ()tt1ct'rs'" ap­
pears the nan1{' of Solomon Ilown1an, Lieutenant. 11id,llc­
scx County, ~fa~s. Died July l~t. 18~;;. 

Un<ler the heading ''Sttpt1rnun1t.·rary t>tiircr" at the Chc~­
terficld i\rrangctncnt of the \·irginia Linc, l·\·hntary. t~Rl. 
Notes on the Services of l)iff t·r(·11t C>iticcr~:• appear:-- thl' 
nan1c of Lieutenant [~aac 1 ;, >wrnan. ( St.·r undt·r '"( )flict·rs 
of the Revolution." I Icit1nan.) 
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VI. 

FAMILY OF GEORGE BOWMAN, OF VIRGINIA. 

This George ,ras the fat her of Colonel "-\brahain Eo\,·-
111an and great-grandfather of John Ilryan Bo,nnan, oi 
Kentucky. Ff e is thought to have been born about 110;;, in 
\··irginia. He was the iather of ~even sons and six daugh­
ters. His ,vifc \\·as ~:lary I-lite. daughter of Isaac Hite, Sr., 
and their hotne ,vas at Strasburg. Shenandoah county, \"'a. 

Of these children the follo,,~ing particulars have been ob­
tained: 

Abrahan1, already described as colonel of the 8th \ 1 irginia 
Infantry, was 111arried to :\Ir~. Sarah J-Icnry. wiclo,v of \ Vi t­
lian1 Bryan. of V'irginia. She '"·as born Scptc111ber 8. 1-:- .-,.~. 
and died Deccrnbcr 8, 18-!.,. 

George, born :·\pril 27. 1; ;;2; died :\pril 1 n. 17HG. 
George, 2d. born :\Iard1 -?J. 17..J.,. Strasburg. ,·a. 

Jacob, born Jan. 2. 17:t~, Stra~burg, \·a. Re1novcd to 
North Carolina. 

John, born Dec. 10, 17:1R. Strasburg. \. a. Died, 17S-1, in 
l\I crcer countv, K v. 1-Ie was the first ~I ilita rv Governor of , - - .-

the County of l(cntucky. Left one son, who died a bachdor 

Oct. 17', 1724. in Kentucky. 
Joseph, 111ajor of the Continrntal t\nny. killed iu l,attle 

with the Indian~ near \·inccnnc~. Ind., :\ttg. 11, 17,~•. whik 
serving under Cl·n. George Rogers Cla rkt·. Dorn at ~tra:;­
burg, v· a., l\I arch 8. 17 5'!. 

Isaac. born April 2.J, 17:,,. 
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The daughters \\·ere: ~f ary, who \\·a~ 111arried to ::\Tr. 
Hannah; Elizabeth. n1arried to Isaac Ruddell; Sarah. n1ar­
ried to ~fr. \\·"right; Regina. n1arricd to Peter Diarly: Re· 
becca, born :\larch 2;;. 1 '.- -!.j ; 111arriecl to George n rink~r: 
clied Jan. i6, 1831; ,•,as gran<l1nother of Jo'\eph Drinker. lat\! 
president of Drinker J n~titute. Denver. Coluractu. and grc"at• 
grandmother of Judgt! \\·. I-I. Brinker. of Xe,,· ~T t·xico. Th~ 
sixth daughter \\·as Catherine. horn Xo\·. I H. r~:; l. anarrie•i 
to Lewis Stephens. 

VII. 

JOHN BRYAN BOWMAN. OF KENTUCKY. 

This cstilnable gcntlcn1an ,vas born at Bo\\·1nan·s ~tation. 
llercer county, Ky., October lli, J8t J. He "~as the :--on oi 
John Ilo,vn1an. born near Lexington. 1 i 87; who wa., th«~ 
son of Abraharn Bow1nan. Colonel oi the 8th Yirginia In· 
fantry in the \Var of the Rc,·olution. and who wa~ Lorn at 

Strasburg. \;-a .. October Hi. 17-1,,. and dic<l near Lexington. 
Ky., Novc1nbcr H, JSj7. Col. Bow1nan·s gran<lfathrr ran1l' 
fro1n Gennany and settled in \ ·irginia about 1 ,;so. 

Rc\'crting to the subject of thi:-; sketch. he \\·as tlw f ottnd­
er and organizer. an<l rhief cxeruti,·c financial oftin.·r of 
l,cnturky l: nivl·rsity. and the l~<.·ntttrky [\gricultura 1 ancl 
~(cchaniral Colkgc for over twrnty years. I [i:-- hon1l' 
\Vas at Lexington. hut in 1887 hr \\Tilt to N'ew ~Tt..·xico for 
the bC'ncfit of his wife's health. \\"hil'-· there hl· took an ac­
tive part in pron1oting the industrial intcrt"sts of tht· terri­
tory. I le ,ra~ gcnrral n1anagcr of the Southern ~ cw :\I rx-
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ico Fair Association for hvo years, and won the esteem of 
the leading people of Las Cruces and adjacent country. In 
a letter elated l\le1nan. N. ~I.. February 17, 1887, he says: 

''My grandfather, Col. Abraham Bo,vman, ,vas a colonel 
in the Revolutionary \Var and a comrade of Daniel Goone 
in the early settle1nent of Kentucky. His brother. Col. John 
Bo,vman, ,vas the county lieutenant of the County oi Kl·n­
tucky, or its first military governor, in command of all the 
forces in that county during the ,var, and I have his com­
mission as such, signed by Patrick Henry, Governor of \!ir­
ginia, in 1776. ]\fy father studied la,v with Henry Clay, 
and \\·as one of his Ii f e long friends." 
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VIII. 

CENSUS OF VIRGINIA, 1782. '84 and "90. 
-------·•--·----·-- -------------- - - - ---

COUKIY. HEAD OF FAMILY. 

--- __ ,.. __________ -------- -----:--- --,---
i 1782. 

A111bent ·····--·······: BowmaD, William ......................... . 
' Bowman, John ............................... . 

Bowmaa. William, Jr .................... . 
BowmaD. Drury ............................ . 
Bowaaaa. William ......................... . 

Charlone .............. · Bowma,a, Robt .............................. . 
1 

Bowman. Royal ............................. . 
! Bowm••• Thoaas ......................... . 

F rede~k ........... ; Bowman. Lewis ............................. . 
I 

Prioce Edward .... ' Bowman. Jobn S •............................ 
I 
I 

Sheaaadoah ........ : Bowman. Sam'I ............................. . 

I
. Bowman, Peter ............................ . 

Bowman. Da'"id ............................. . 

I 1784. 
Sheaaadoal. ........ 1 Bowman, Ceo,ae ........................... . I BowmaD, Ceor1e, Jr .................... . 

I 

I 

13 '. I : 2 6 
2 ' ......... : ' 
2 ' ....... .'. ... . . . . . . ....... . 

10 ········· ..... .... 3 
4 . ········· I 

' 
; i I 2 ' ......... ········· 

8 :......... ......... I 
2 : ········· · ········· ........ . 

I l 
I I 6 I•••••••••.••••••... • • ••••••• 

I ! 
7 

s 
4: 
7i 

I 

' 
I l •• ••••• -~ ••••••••• 

I 
I 
I 

1 
I 
I . ····•· .•. 
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CENSUS OF VIRGINIA. 1782, '84 and '90-Continued. 

COUNTY. 

Cbaterfield ......... . 

Halifas ............... . 

Haap,hire ......... . 

Rockiqham ....... . 

Sbeaaadoah ....... . 

HEADS OF F AMIUES. 

I 
I l • ,J 
la 

i 
~ 

'' i ! ~.o ~ 
- ----t-- ------

,.790. 1 I 
Bowman. Damel ····························! 4 

1 
......... ( ......... , 3 

Bowman, Drury···············-·············' 4 ,......... ......... . ....... . 
Bowman, John ................................ '. 4 ; ......... !......... 7 
Bowman. Ple~nl .......................... 1 3 . ......... ......... 7 

I . , I 
Bowman. Bibby .............................. : l ' ......... , ........ . 
Bowman. Bibby .............................. , 4 : ......... ! ........ . 
Bowman, John ................................ ' 7 : I , 4 

Th ) , I 
Bowman. om• ··························, 6 : I I 2 
Bowman, Thomas .......................... : 4 , ......... ......... . ....... . 
Bowman, \Villiam ··························! 7 ......... !......... 2 

) ' ! 
Bowm••• Charles ............................ 1 4 I 

I 

Bowman, Benjamin ....................... ! 
Bowman, Ji1eob. Jr.············:--·········! 
Bowman, John ................................ '. 

I 
' 

Bowman. Benjamin ........................ ! 
Bowman. Daniel .......................... ' 
Bl')wman, Daniel ........................... : 
11owrnan, David ............................. : 
Bown,an. George ........................... ; 
8owm~", Henry ............................ I 
Bowman. Isaac ............................... 

1 Howau,n. Jacob .............................. . 
Bown,an. John ............................. ) 
Bowman, Jolan .............................. 1 

Uo,\fman. Joho .............................. ..! 
Bown, .. n. Pt-ter .............................. ! 
11

t,w111"11, Slmuel. l .. . ............................. , 

Howman, Samuel ............... : 

8 
2 

----- -··· .. -- --



ADDENDA 97 

IX. 
CENSUS OF VIRGINIA, 1810 

i ,. 
I Free While Males. Free While Females. 
I I 

1----- - -· - - --·: ---------- ---
1 •

1
· .r : 1 ·, .! .i 1.1 ;= :1 ,01, :. ' .-. l ' 

: • - 90 •-u . ' & J ;:: :-;j ,U I • I 

NAMES Of HEADS OF "I ! -i :-s . ·: • . ..: 
1 

_t .• e .. e . · . I 
i s: ,c >- "' >- ,.. g "1:! • >. II'\ >,' ,.. ~ 

FAMILIES. 1 el'. =- Ne ~1 i1 5 s iEi1 ~l 11 c.. 
I I "I :.l~ ~..! ·-:..! r. 'i t~ ~..:: ·-~ ~ ; 

0 I • '°i"'a C"'a Q.'g O • "gc5 CcS• C:o -:, - ! 0 : :,_,, ::s.,, ::s.,, - 0 ::S-,:, ::s.,, :,-0 .. _ 

.11 I -A 11: 11 l:. -i !- 1J 1J 1J ~ i i "1 ' I J: -OJ: "'J: C ..o""'" ..o- "' .... - ~ .! 

I 
::> ! I~ N ..,. ::> ' - N .... < ~ 

·--- I ' ---- f--i-1·-·- - .. -,--;---!-:--;--- -
A __ ,._ ,.. __ • I ' I . ' I I I 
,..,.. ... '-GUDIJ: . : : : I ! ' I I I I ' 

Bowman, Eliu ........................................ · ..... :, ...... , I; I 1 ...... 1 I 1 •••••••••••• 

A.a,r11,a Cou.17: : ' ' : '1 I 
Bow.an. Coclrey .............. · ...... 1 2 : I 1 

•.•••• 1 I ..... .' 2 2 1
•••••• I .......... . 

Bold<l9rt Couty: I . ; I I . ; 
&ucla .. ••• Hear, ............ · I I ....... I ...... !•--··· I ...... I :, ........ ... 

Brocl:~ Cclwlt,: ; ' I : i \ I I : Buc=e. .............. I ' ..... 
1 

I ' I ; 1 : I : I i ........... 
1 
..... , I 

eow.-. Willia.·············· 2 I I I J ' I ....... I ····--1·--··· .....• 

F""C-~,~~~'. .... : ...... :··· L ... L .. , , , .......... ! ... 1 ......... ! .......... . 
f•'a:~"if~ter ................. .' .. .. \ ...... 1 I ........ I ;· ...... '. ...... ! I j ............ '. ...... : 7 
fruUin Ceunty: : : . , l I l · 

Bowa.n. Eli,a~th . . . . . . . . ... . . I : I I · I I ' I I I : .... __I I I.. . .. : I 
~._ttCounl ' \ j ; ; : : I \ I i . 

WIND, A m . ............. I I ...... : ..... i I : ....... , 3 l. ............ 

1 

I 
1 
...... : ...... : •••••• 

Bo--..n, liol-in ................ : I : ...... : I : ...... · ...... · ...... , ...... i I ...... , ..... .' . . . . . . . .... . 
Bowman. on.athan .............. · ...... · ..... 1 I' ...... ! ....... I l. ..... 1 I ........................ . 
Bowau. &,iaret ............. I ' ...... : ..... : ...... • ...... · l 1 ...... , I '. ..... : ................. . 

::~c!-:~, ··· ··· ······· ·: ······ l······I ······ i······I······: • ······ i······i······ i ······!······; ' 
liowman, J°"'ph ........................ , ...... 1 ...... 1 •••••• 

1 
..... .r ······,·····•: .. ··· :--·--·i······; I : ..... . 

Nd.ua County: , I I I , : 1 
Bowinaa. CiJl~r• . . . .. .. .. .. .. 2 : ............ , 1 1...... 2 1 ...... l ...... I I ...... ; . . . .. . I Powt::-;~!;~11ra ............... ..... '. .... ! .... '.·•--··\ I :: ..... l ..... ····--;-- ... I 

1 

...... ; IS 

Bov.nun, t-lc-ory.. . .......... I !. ..... : I ' ...... • ······j·--··· ...... 1 I ...... 1 S . 3 

Pring.~::~~%"''' . .. ... . . .... 2 I i 2 ! . ;' I I. .... ...... . ... I 1 ..... : ..... . 

Sl,,&t:~.~P:.'..'i ... .. ... .... I ' I : i I :, _!.. I. . .. __I. J .. . 
Bowman, J,1coh . . . . . .. . . 2 j •••• ' I , .. .... I I .... 

1 

.... • I 1 I .. •····· ..... ······ 
8own1an, Dau it"! . . .. .. . • .• • . I ... : I ' ...... ' 3 , I ..... , I 1 • • • • ) • • ••• ! •.•.• 
Bowman, ALr.h.arn . .. .. .. .. 2 , I . . I I , ...... '.: 3 : I 1.... 

1

1 
I 

1
· I ' ...... 1 2 

I ,, I I I 
- - -· - - -- -- - - --- - -- --· -- - - - - -- - -----------·------ --- - __ ,_, -----·- --- ---- --------- --- ·-- -------- - -

NOTF..-F04.lr ~atfa of lam&. in Shrnandoah epdtin1 tbtir namN Boman. and ooe Mad 
ol fuaily in W athinrtoca County apdliq It Bomi,1 are oautted. 
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X. 

CENSUS OF NORTH CAROLINA. 1790. 

The census returns of Burke county, X. C .. for the vear .. . 
1790, on file in the Ilureau at \ \" ashington, contain the fol-
lo,ving relating to the Bo,vn1ans: 

Echvard Bo,,·1nan. head of f amity; n1ales over sixteen, 1 ; 
females, all ages. ;{; slaves, :t 

Gilbert Bo,vman~ head; 111ales oYer sixteen. l ; 1nalc~ un­
der sixteen, 2 ; f e1nales, all ages, H. 

Daniel Bo,v1nan, head; 1nales over sixteen, 2; 1nales un­
der sixteen, 4; fe1nalcs, all ages, 5. 

XI. 
CENSUS NORTH CAROLINA, 1800. 

The (ollowina items are from the original returns of Burke county 
N. C.., for the year 1800, on ,ie ia tbe Bureau at Wuhinalon, D. C.: 

=====~-==== ------------- ----· -- ====::====-
q ·' MAUS. : I FEMALES. ! 

' 

I. e l~ ri~~ II 1 , ~ 5 -~ l '. 1 i1 
I I a .S " I • • s: , " , :,... •- t .I:. a,i. •- •- .c I: ,S • •I. ,S • • 'I 

, e !? ~ I; I] j • ~ ~ ,~ I] :i ! -''-- ... ! --1 .. 1- .. · 
o "! -f.,;i.,; i I ; i 1i-v i--o i . 
- D 2 :, :, : I O j - :, :, : , :, : 0 

-I -o '-o ..ct~ ..c "'O .. "'O ~ ..c 1-0 ..c "'O I -►· c IC•c• c: I _tr c: 1c11,1C11 c: ., 
• 1 • c • cl • : if • • cl • c: • ' 

:J ~ :~·- ~--l; \ => ~ i~--;~·- ; . ~ 
. •· --- ··- I ,_ 1·-' . 1 1-· i : 

Gi~rt Bowman .. . . . . . . . . ! I j . . I , . . -I I ' . . . .. -.. -. I 2 : .. · I 1·: • • • • · -
Cro•u Bowman .. .. . .. . . .. . I 2 

1
. . I I I ...... , .. . .. . 

1 
I . . . . I 

Nancy Bowman . . . . . . . . . . . I . 
1 

2 , I ! . . . . . . . · I . . . . . ! I I I , 3 
Jacob Bowman . .... .. . . .. .. ... . .. I ......... 1 I .... . 2 ... ·j . I .. . i .... . 
~, d Bowman . . . . .. . . . . . I 2 . . · . . . I I . ... i I .... 

1

. I . ' · ..... . 

~

b ~ncrr. Sr.. . . .. . . . . . . . ' I . · . . . . . . I · 2 I . . . . . . . I I : ..... . 
hn ~ncrr . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 4 . . I .. . . . . . . . . . . .. I . , : ◄ 
illiam St,,,nttr .. . .. . . .. . .. .. . 3 2 I . I I . . . I I . 1 

\ •••••• 

S.mueJ ~cu..... ... . ...... . ..... 1 . . .. I ..... ' • I ..... I ........... 11 •••.•. 
I I l· 

t lEADS OF F A.\11UES. 
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XII. 
CENSUS OF NORTH CAROLINA. 1810 

B~low wal be found extracts from the original returns from Burke county. 
North Caroliaa. for the year 1810. oa file in the Bureau al Washinaton, re­
latin1 lo Bowmans: 

MALES. FEMALF.5. 

• I 'l\;' 1• .. . 1 . a:•·-
I I 't' I ] I I ' i C ' 
I , I ~ • ,s .!' I t ; ',· 

5 -o,-o; . e - '°• 
l l ~ ~ :~-d ; I l ~ ' ~ -j .. ) i 
I' 2 =- I \.,,:s ! .! , 2 :s ! :s : 1 c 

..I .,, 1 ,.C V ~ .,, ; --:;7 -O.J:j ~ ,_ 

! ~ I :;.s ! 1 = : I I~ :, • r 

HEADS Of F AMIUES. 

: :> 2 ~ N • :> 2 I ~ ~·-, ; ~ 
. ,- ---:- --- ---t- -1-- -

0.-vid Bow.aa ................................. 1 I I ...... 1 I I .... } .... I I" .... . 
Jacob Bowmaa ................................. : 2 .... J .... 1 I 2 2 ! ..... I 

1 
..... . 

Sherwood Boww .......................... , 2 ...... ! ..... ; I ...... 2 ............. I 

1

... .. . .... j 
Shepa,d Bownaaa ....... ... . ....... .. . ... ... ... 2 ..... .' ...... I ...... 2 ..... .' ..... I 2 
Crott, ~ .. ····························· 3 2 I.. .... I .. ·· 1 2 ······ 1

.•••.• I ...... .. 
David Bow .................................... · 2 ...... ~...... I . . . . . . 2 I t I...... I t...... . . -.. . 
,. &waaa ................................... ! s ..... ·l·····-' I ...... I I r··--·:······ I j······ ..... . 
---- ·-------·--·------

XIII. 

CENSUS OF NORTH CAROLINA, 18SO. 

Frorn the c('lhlls n·turns for Burke count\·. on tile in the -
Bureau at \Va.;.hi11gton, D. C., for the year 18.iO, the fol-
lowing is tak<'ll : 

Sherwood f :, ,wnun. head of fan1ily; aged ;,·!; occupa­
tion, fanning: l,urn in Korth Carolina; real estate vah1c,l 
at St;uo; \\·itl, l•:"th,~.-. hi-. wife. aged •l:;: born in South Caro­
lina. Child, ,.-11, with their agr~. as follows: John. 2? ~ \Vil­
lian1. iO; Cl•nr g". I H; Elizabeth, t ti; .\nna. 1-l; Chri~tian, 
12; 1Iatilda. H; Ja111t·-., 8; Eliza.-~; Ja1w. one-fourth year. 

l Jt j:,; n1on· than prr,t,able that the abo,·t·-na111rcl n:ft·r~ to 

the eldest sott of ShcnnJod now111an. who was tht" son of 
Edwar<l, and was a ~olclicr in the Re,·olution. l 
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XIV. 

WENDELL BOWMAN, OF SWITZERLAND. 

Wendell Bo,vman emigrated from S\\·itzer]and to Hol­
land, thence to Phi1adelphia, Pa., thence to Lancaster couJt­
ty, Pa. In an old history of Lancaster county it is ~ai<i the 
first settlers of that county bought land of the governn1ent in 
1700 in the Pequa Valh.·y. ancl an1011g these settlers \Yt-ndcll 
Bowman is named. There he lived till his death. The date 
of his birth, death. or place of burial, are not kno"·n to hi:; 
descendants 110\v living. Sons of \Vend ell Bo,vman "·ere : 

1. Cliristia11, ,vho liYed in .A..lleghany \'alley, Berk~ c,)un­
ty, and ,,·ho~e fan1ily has o,vned the old place for fifty years. 
Had five sons. 

2. Peter, lived near same place. Some of his children 
,vent to Ontario. 

3. Jol,11, had three ~ons and four daughters. 
4. Jacob. 
5. A1icharl. 
6. Re11ja111i11. \\"tnt to Pitt<;burg previous to Revolutionary 

\Var, thence lost to kno\\·lcdgc. 
7. Jo.rep/,, went with Benjarnin to Pittsburg, thenre to 

Kentucky, after \\'hich trace was lo~t. 
Jacob, Christian and \ V cndell. sons of No. 1. lh·ccl and 

died in Derks county. Pa. Joseph, fifth son of Chri~tian, 
Jived in Dt.'rks county till 1 x 1 ti. when he n1ovctl to Canacla, 
no,v Ontario. This Jo:--cph ha<.\ eight -.;ons. natncly: f nna­
than. Christian . .Jnscph. Juhn IL. Sa1nttel 11 .. \Vrn:lrll. Elias 
and lk·njan1in. all of whnn1 except Joseph, Elias and f :en-
jan1in n·inainetl in ()ntario. Josc.-ph tlicd in Gcrks '-·uunty, 
Pa.; Elia, li\·etl in Kent rounty, l\l ich. 

'fhcn.~ is a f arnilv tra, lit ion that \V cndc11 Bo\\'tnan went 
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from Switzerland to J-f olland and thence to France. ,,·hence 
o,ving to the persecution of th~ Prote~tants! he. with ~ix or 
eight others, escaped by rnean~ of a ~,nail boat and tinally 
)anded in America. 

Foregoing is from .. A.dam Il. Bow111an, of Johnson City, 
Tenn., a descendant of \VendclJ Bow111an, through a \·ir­
ginia branch. 

xv. 
WILLIAM LUTHER 80\VMAN. OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Tht"re is living at Lo\\'n<lesvillc, S. C., :\Ir. \Vi1lian1 Luther 
Bo,vn1an, a farmer, horn in 18.3.,, n1arriccl to :\Iis:-- Lc>ck­
hart. lie is the son of .Alonzo Z., horn 18-.?~. n1en1~>cr of 
Co. G, Nineteenth S. C. in the Civil \\"ar: <lied 1900. :\l,>n1.o 
was the son of \Vi11is, a farrner. who ,\·as the son of Zach­
eriah, a merchant, ,,·ho is the earlir:'\t anc:c~tor fl'[}l)fh."<1. 

This anc<'stor had two other sons he~itlt:"' \Villi:--. who.,e 
names \\'ere Briggs J:o\vtnan and Col. J ~ff Bown1au. ~o 
far as known "the farnily ah\·ays live,1 on the S,n·annah 
River, at P,o\vtnan's Ferry, near Rucker:-.\'ilte. Ga." 

XVI. 

GEORGE D. BOWMAN, OF NE\V MEXICO. 

George D. Row1nan. under date. Las Cn1a,, ~ew :\ l ,:xico. 
April 2G, 1887, furr1i~hc..·s a fan1ily rhart showin~ hi, dirl'Ct 
descent f ron1 ~athanicl gown1an. who wa:-; a(ltnit ll'il a~ 
freeman at \Vatcrtown, :\Ia~~achu~ctt~ nay Col1)11y. t kt. Pt, 

1 ,;ao. and this dai111 j..; rorrohurakd by n.· ft·rc..·1Ke t• 1 I~, ,11tl' ~ 
Gene a lngit.·s an< 1 11 i ,turic..·s of \\'a tt.·rtu\\'11. :\Ia ... ,. l ~l'' ,rg~ 
D. was horn at \ Vilkl'sl ,arn.·. Pa .. :\ r a rd1 11, I ...... !~. I r ,_. was 
the son of Ja111t.·s \\'abl)ll n .. who wa~ the ~(.Ill ni Eh,'t1l'1.Cf, 
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,vho ,vas the son of Thaddeus, \\·ho ,vas the son of Joseph~ 
,vho ,yas the son of Franci~. ,\·ho ,Yas the ~on of Nathaniel, 
as above. In this line a large nu1nber of collateral ancestors 
are given, sho,Ying that by this time the family tnust he 
\\·ide-spreacl and nutnerou~. George D. had hYO surviving 
sons, George R. and Henry D., reported as born at llin­
neapolis. 

XVII. 

BOWMANS IN THE CYCLOPEDIAS. 

As a guide to future investigator~. belo\\' i~ given a list 
of cyclopedias \\'ith the nan1es of UO\\'tnans found therein 
who have not been accounted for in the foregoing pages : 

(\Valford's County Fa1nilics of the l:nitcd Kingclotn.] 

George il/illar Rounna,r, Esq., F. R. C. I., son of Harry 
1'1illar B., Esq .. of Logic. \\·ho died in 1881. Ilorn 18-18. 
iJagistrate for the County of Fife. 

[Burke· s Pc.•eragc. 1911. J 

Sir ll'illia111 Paf/tt 8., 2d P.aronet of Jolw~·n<ls. born 25th 
Septe1nber, 1~ 1:,: barrister at law. 

[ La111lJ° ~ Diographical l)ictionary of the U. S. J 
Sa1111tt·l B .• a~si:--tant hi~hop. Prote~tant Epi~copal Church 

for Penn~vh·ania: horn ~Ia,· t 1. 1~00, at \Yilke~harre, Pa .. . . 
died :-\ugust :;. 1 Kf; t. 

Tho111as B .. hi~h(Jp. jfcthncti~t Epi~ropal Church; born 
July 1 :,, 1 ~ 1,, at lkrwick. Pa. 

[ National Cydopctlia of A.tncriran Biography.] 

Ed·a•ard JI orris U .. tnu~il·ian; born July 18, 1848, at 
Bernard, \·t. 
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Ale.ra11dcr H. B., soldier; Lieutenant of Engineers; born 
iiay 1 :i. 1803, at \Vilkesbarre. Pa.~ <lied ~ove111ber 11. ISG;,. 

[\rerner's An1erican Supple1nent to Encyclopedia Britan­
nica.] 

Sir fVilliam B., occulist; born at Xanhvich, Eng .. July 20, 
1816. 

[Herringsha,v's Encyclopedia of .-4\111erican Biography.] 

Fra11cis C. B., soldier, la\\·yer, musician; born Deren1ber 
29, 1831, in N'e,v York City; died October 29. tR~-t-. 

Ja,,ies Cla\'I011 B .. educator; born June J 1. 18t•·!. near 
Roan :\Iountain. N. C. . 

Obadiali B., congress1nan, serving 18-51-5;1; Lorn in Xew 
York. 

Selu.•y,i Z. B., la,vyer, state senator, congres~man; born 
iiay 11, l 840~ at Charleston, l\Iass. ; member of forty-sixth 
and forty-se,·enth congresses. 

1''ho,nas B., merchant. congres~man; born :\lay 2;:'t. 1848, 
at \Viscasset, ~le.; men1ber of fif ty-secon<I congress. 

Tl,o,nas F. R .. lawyer. dergyn1an; born l\Tay 22, 18J7, in 
Rutherf orcl county, N. C. 

XVIII. 

COATS OF ARMS. ENGLISH BOWMANS. 

[Fro1n a Con1plete 80<ly of l-Ieral<lry. Jo~cph Ed,nonson. 
London, 1780.] 

Bo\\·n1an [IIethleton in DorsetshircJ, or. a chev. behveen 
three bows bent in pale gu.--Crest. on a staff regulcd, 
couped, and erect ar. a quiver ( or caf e) of arro,vs gu. the 
head!:i ar. buckled on the staff \\·ith a belt fa. 

Hown1an [\Vcs~ing~t·t in ~orfolkj ... \r. three hint hults 
gu. heat.led or. ancl feathered of the first. two anc\ one.-
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Crest a sword erect ar. hilt and pomel or; on each side of 
the blade, a den1i annulct indented on the outside or, the 
half on the dexter side near the point, the other near the hilt. 

[As recorded in Guillitn's Book of Heraldry, 6th Ed., p. 
331.] 

Seymour Bo\\·man. Or. a chevron behvcen three bo\vs 
bent and braced G11les, is borne by the name of Bo-zv,nan, and 
was granted to Seyuiour Bcr~•111a11, of Salisbury, Esq.; some­
time barrister of Li11co/11's /1111, (son of Stepl,e11, son of lVil­
liam, who ,vas son of Tlio1nas, all of Kyrkc~r:ald in the 
county of C11111berla,1d) by Sir Edu,ard Bysbc Clariencieux, 
Feb. 16, 1696. 

XIX. 

FAMILY CRESTS. BOWMAN. 

[ Fro111 the Book of Family Crests of Great Britain and 
Ireland. J. P. Elven, London, 1838.) 

Bo,\·man. On the sttunp of a tree, proper, a quiver, vert, 
of arro,vs, gules. hcadeil azure, suspenclerl hy a belt. ~able 
(plate 88, Ko. 29). 

Bo,vn1an. Scotrh. a c.k111i-hlarka111oor ( as plate 6.;. X o. 
21) shooting an arrow front a bo,v (as plate -17, No. 22), 
all proper. 

Ro\vn1an. ..\ stag, trippant, plate :17, ~o. ;JO, pitrn.·d on 
the shoulder with an arrow, as at X o. :18, all proper. 
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