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A book so brief must by its mere e:-..1:ernals postulate 
no gigantic prologue. So that you are forthwith entreated 
to regard this tiny volume as being just a newer version­
fattened somewhat by the more recent familiary glean­
ings of its compiler-and .a5 being, in .fine, an enlarge­
ment of the present compiler"s first chapter of Brancli­
iana, of which a portion is, in consequence, now repro­
duced quite shamelessly. 

So much for equitable warning. 
To tum to the most pleasant of themes, the compiler 

wishes to ach.-nowlcdge, very humbly and very gratefully, 
the assistance of all co-adjutors in the preparation of 
this little book. whether they chanced to render aid as 
an official of Abing<lon St. Hclen·s. or of innumerable 
Oxford colleges. or of the British ?.Iuseum, or of the 
X ew Record Office. or of Somerset House. or of divers 
other ancient and eminently British institutions-in each 
of which old offices the present compiler has found the 
incumbents tc be no whit less uniform in courtesy than 
they were prodigal in assistance. 

Ar:rxcoox-ox-THA::UES, 
August 13, 19II. 









The ER.\XCI! F,\:IIIL Y of Virginia traces its established. 
descent from Ric~ard Branch of Abingdon (born ante 
1500; died 1544). But it is not without interest to coliate 
such mentions of various members of the family as have 
been presen·ed. even in cases where the precise degree of 
kinship to the Virginian Branches is no longer ascer­
tainable. 

:-fore immediately the Branch family is of :Korman 
origin. the first mention of the name in· written history. so 
far as is now J...11own. occurring in the Chronicle of John 
Brompton (who flourished circa u1S), in a list wherein 
he enumerates 

''Les 11011s de gra1mts dda la mer, 
Qe .:·ind rent od le- conqucrour, 
IVilliam Bastard de grawzt -::igo11rc,"-

as he terms them. 

Or. in other wording: ··Toe names of the great men 
who crossed the sea with the conqueror. \\'illi:im the Vig­
orous."' Erompton gives but the surnames. for a cogent 
reason ,Yhich he states; and they arc so arranged as to 
assist the memory of the reader alike by rhyme and 
rhythm and alliteration. 

So that, beginning with 

Maundc.:•ylc ct Da1111dc.:·ylc. 
01111fra-z•ylc ct Do,,mfre-;:ylc, 
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Brompton comes prese..-itly to 

1ilortc11 ct JI ortimcr, 
BRAUXZ ct Co/umber. 

And. true, the spelling of the family name is here none 
too accurate; but I:rompton was transcribing from a list 
compiled some years before his birth. and, as by good luck 
it chances. many lists of the same sort have been preserved 
even to our time in the archives of several churches, 
written upon great pages of vellum. and decorated with 
the title of Tlzc Book of the Conquerors . 

.-\nd in such lists-the sources of the Brompton list-as 
they have been published by Andre: Duchesne ( and by 
others) from the various charters and so on now in Battle 
Abbey. yo11 ,,·i1l find that the name is generally spelt as 
Brarmche. 

The surname of the Branch family is thus easily traced 
back to the eleventh century; but legend claims for the 
Branches a greater antiquity, ar.d at least attempts to 
identify them with the Licinian family of old Rome. 

For \\·ithin "that immense register where Pliny has de­
posited the discoYeries. the arts and the errors of man­
kind"-as, it may be, that in Yiew of the yet-to-be-stated 
hypothesis as to the Branches' origin Gibbon not unap­
positely terms the .\·aturalis Historia--one may read 
(BooK XVII, CII,\PTER r.) of how 

··The trees have furnished surnames also to the ancients, 
such, for instance, as that . . . . of Stolo to the Licinian 
family, this being the name giYen by us to the useless suck­
ers that shoot from trees; for the best method of clearing 
away these shoots was discoYered by the first Stolo, and 
hence his name." 
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:\nd legend claims that the Licinian family, in conse­
quer.ce. adopted as its baclge a verdant branch. and that 
from this same emblem its descendants ha,·e always taken 
their surname: thus in France their name was Branche; 
and in Spain and Italy. Branca; and in Xorrnandy, 
Eraunche; mid. presently. in England. Braunz. Braune, 
Branshe. Erauncl1e. Branche. Braynche. Branch. or any 
other variant which chanced to suit the mood of the 
transcriber in those old carefree reckless days when 
dictionaries were not as yet im·cnted. 

Here were indeed an ancient ancestry were the claims 
of legend a shade more authentically buttressed; for the 
first member of th'! Licinian family to attain any particular 
prominence. so far at least as the knowledge of the com­
piler extends, was tllat 

C.ul"S Lrc1:-.1l"s STOLO. who. in 367 B. C.. as tribune 
( compare Ll\"Y \"I. 35 . .µ. as well as other annalists), 
drew up and proclaimed the celebrated Licini:m roga­
tions. which in reality converted Rome from an oligarchy 
into a republic. 

And by an odd turn of fate, so distinguished did his race 
afterward become that, in 307, a Roman emperor-and 
tlle incarnation of despotism-made it his proudest boast 
to be a descendant of this same tribune. It is true that the 
boast now appears to have been but a vainglorious fiction, 
and the 

E21rrEROR Lrcrx!l"s, in point of fact, to have sprung 
from some obscure and Dacian origin ; yet none the less is 
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it worthy of remark that relationship ,,;th the Licinian 
family was cnn in those dark. antique and flurried cfays 
an honor which a master of half Europe might reasonably 
covet. 

The preceding legends arc but legends. and they are 
gh-cn but as legends; still. ho,Ycvcr improbable it may ap­
pear that any family should adopt this-or-that emblem as 
its badge. ancl subsequently from that same emblem derfre 
and preserve its permanent name. it must be remembered 
that the thing has been <lone more than once. 

The family aforetime regnant in England that as Counts 
of ~\njou had adopted for their device a sprig of broom­
the p!a11/a. gcncsta. the badge of ail Plantagcnets hence­
forward-here. of course. is a clarnant instance; and. in­
<le<'J. odd hundreds of other s:mi;ar C;?ses might readily be 
c=ted: so that. all in al!. it is a deal more easy to shrug aside 
be Licinian origin of the Branches than it i, to dispro·;e it. 

:\ncl with all thi;; the present compiler !1as. in reality, 
very little to do. H c attempt, Lut to record an authen­
ticated ancestry of the nranchc, of \ "irginia. 

In passing. though. it is n0t to be supposed that when 
such defensive armor came into use that the features of 
any ach·ersary worthy of encounter in a r:11:l<;c: by a gentle­
man were screened by a visor, and were in consequence 
unrecognizable-that. at thi;; time abo,·c all others, the 
badge of any family might liglJt]y be disregarded. 

Herc was the origin-:md the 1·ery practical origin-of 
all latter-clay heraldic vanities; since. as Clark points out, 
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"Though now matters of form and ceremonial, and sub­
ject to the smile which attaches to such in an ultilitarian 
age, armorial bearings were then of real use and im­
portance, and so continued to be as long as knights were 
cased in plate and their features thus concealed. At that 
time leaders were recognized in the field by their insignia 
alone, &c." 

The badge of the Branches. however anciently selected, 
must haYe been. in consequence. quite naturaI!y adopted as 
a conspicuous part of the design when the male members 
of this family came to pick out and plan its arms. 

The arms of the Branch family. as its descendants bear 
them to-day, are: 

Argent. a lion rampant gules, oppressed by a bend sable. 
Crest,-Out of a ducal coronet or, a cock's head argent, 
attired gules, in its beak a branch vert-or in other word­
ing, the "green bra11clz'' of the Lincinian family. The 
arms have no motto. 

But a variant and, as it appears to the compiler, a more 
ancient form of these Branch arms is: 

Argent. a lion rampant gules, armed azure, oppressed by 
a bend sable. Crest,-Out of a ducal coronet or, a cock's 
head azure. combed gules, holding a branch vert. This 
coat, also, displays no motto. 

The described insignia were assumed in the latter half 
of the twelfth century by the descendants of that 
Braunche, aforetime mentioned, who with \\'illiam the 
Conqueror both im·aded and overcame England in 1066. 

And, true. in any blazonry of the arms, "the branch 
vert" appears to form but a minor part of the design; yet 
it should be remembered that this crest originally was the 
ornament borne by the accoutred warrior upon his helmet, 
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and therefore was in battle conspicuous from a far greater 
distance than the arms proper, which warring gentlemen 
showed merely on their shields. 







CHRISTOPHER ER.\SCH of ··Arro\\"hattocks.. and 
'·Kingsland:· the founder of the Branch family in Vir­
ginia was the son of 

L10xEL ER.\XCII and Valentia Sparke. the said Lionel 
Branch being the son of 

\\"1LLI.\:1r BR,\XCII and Katherine Jennings. the said 
\"\"illiam Branch being the son of 

R1cH.\.!U> BR.\XCII and Elizabeth Beat:forest. 

Jcitt ~rnncl! 

Dt:t there were other Branches who figured more or less 
prominently in the history of England. The next pre­
sen·cd record of the Branch name after the Conquest. so 
far as the 1-.."Tiowleclge of the compiler extends. was made 
two centuries after the first Branch came to England. For 
in the reign of Henry III 

PETER BR.\XCH was sent in r:258 to Pope Alexander IV, 
as special emissary of the English barons then warring 
against the king. 

The 01ronicle of :'lfatthew Paris is at pains to mention 
this Peter Branch as .. a most eloquent and pious man." 
and describes his death. in France. as an CYent which 
"spread alarm and ~cf." (Bon:,; EDITIOX, Vou;:1rn III, 
P,\GE 303). 



BRANCH OF ABINGDON 

~illmm ~ ~nmclr 
In tJ,e same reign a royal grant of free warren through­

out the manor of Peper Harow, Godalming, in the 
County of Surrey, \Vas accorded to 

\VILLI.\M DE BR.\XCH. This important estate remained 
in the Branch family until 136o, when the male heirs of 
the original grantee became o.-tinct. ( Compare Note A). 

~illmm ~nmclr 
In the si.,teenth century unenviable fame attached 

itself to the name of 

\\'rLLI.\::lr BR.\XCH, sometimes known as \\.illiam 
Flower, one of the most notorious of the Protestant suf­
ferers during the reign of ~fary I. 

He had formerly been a monk at Ely. but had abjured 
the Roman Catholic religion to become a very zealous 
Protestant: so that. on Easter Day. 1555. at St. ::\far­
garefs. \\·estminstcr. dt:r.ng the actual celebration of the 
Holy Com!Tiunion. \Yilliam Branch attackecl :md stabbed 
the officiating priest. although not mortally. 

He was brought before Edmund Donner. then Bishop 
of Lonclon. who argued with him for a long while upon 
religious matters. and eventually offerecl him a pardon on 
condition that he recant his Protestant opinions and con­
form to the Church of Rome. 

\\.illiam Branch refused; and. in consequence. the hand 
with which he hacl committed the crime having first been 
severed from his wrist. he \Yas chained to a stake before 
St. ::\fargarcfs Chapel. which was the scene of the 
atrocity. and there burned alive. (Compare Jolzn Fo:rc's 
AcT,; .\:,D ::,.ro:n-~!E:STS OF Tl!E Cm:Rcll). 
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Another member of the family to win to eminence was 
th:: at-one-time famous 

SrR Jon:-. BR.\:-.CH. who became Lord l\Iayor of 
London in 158o. He died in r5SS. being then seventy­
three years of age. leaYing no male descendants. A brief 
account of his ancestry is giYen in the 1568 Visibtion of 
Lon:lc;n ( H.\RLEJ.\:-; Pt:r.LIC.\TIOXS, \"oLt;:,rE I. P.\GE 13.) 

Sir John Branch bore the same arms as the Branches 
of Abingdon. from whom the Branches of Virginia trace 
descent. and was evidently a collateral relation of the 
Branches of Virginia. but his pedigree as giYen is un­
fortunately of too brief a nature to establish the e:-.:act 
relationship. 

It is of interest to note that this Sir John Branch was 
the Knight Bachelor created by Queen Elizabeth im­
med;ately before the same honor was conferred on Sir 
Francis Drake. The records read: 

.. 15&..,..r. Feb. 5. Joux BR.\XCIIE. lord :\fayor of 
London. in r 580. ( at \ \' estminster, on Shrove Tuesday). 

•·r5So-Apr. 4. FR.\XCIS DR.\KE (at Deptford, near 
Greenwich. on Tuesday. by the Queens majesty. being on 
the ship the Golden Hind, wherewith he had traveled 
about the world) ... 

Another illustrious name is linked with that of Dranch 
through the fact that it is in an elegy on 

L\DY I-I ELEX BR.\XCII. published in r 594. that the first 
known reference to Shakesrcare in all printed literature 
occurs, when the unknown author includes among "our 
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greater poets, "-.. You that have writ of chaste Lucenia." 
The a!lusion is. of course, to The Rape of Lucrece, which 
was at this period Shakespeare's most serious claim for 
recognition as a poet. 

One finds among the older wills proved in the Preroga­
tive Court of Canterbury: 

1.µo ROBERT BRAt:XCHE, cler:.:, (of 
Cambridge?) 4S; ::\farche 

1452 SIR PmL:P BRAt:XCHE, knight, 
died in France 17: Rous 

14S9 ROGER BR . .\l.,"XC!!E of Laven-
ham. SuEo!k 28; .,rmes 

1499 THO)!AS BR,,t:XCHE of Laven-
ham, Suffr.!k . .., . ..,_, Horne 

15or J oHx BRAt·xcHi-; of Lavenhar.i, 
Suffol!;: r•· ..,., Ebmyr 

1502 ELIZABETH Bi..:.At:XCHE of La\ .. _ 
enham, Suffolk I I; Bbmyr 

1507 AGXES BRAt:XCHE of Laven-
ham, Suffolk 2·· ..,, Adeanc 

1509 TI0 ILLJA)r BRAt:XCHE, g-<:nt!t:-
man, Fkt<:, London 2S & 30; Ebmyr 

1509 TI"tLLrA:,r ERAt:XCHE of Brokcn-
boro, 1\-iltshirc 21; .A.yloffe 

1523 Jorrx Biu,:xcm: of St. ;.fary 
:\Iag<l.:ih;n·s, Sou~h..;ark 5; BodfeI<lt! 

J 555 J 01-rx B::.\t:xc;rn, the <.:Ider, of 
St. :·,Iary ~\.l.Jbeychurche, Lon-
don: Thetford.:, etc .• X orfolk z5: ::\fore 

1557 J onx BRAt:xc;ir.; of Pynche-
17; 1Vrastlcy 
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Consideration of the above list makes it fairly apparent 
that the Branch home during the latter part of the 
fifteenth century was Lavenham in Suffolk, from which 
one or more members of the family removed to London 
prior to 1500. It was about this period that other scions 
of the family settled in Berkshire. t1'e first mention of the 
name in Berkshire records occurring in 1533, and after­
ward appearing frequently. 

Among the Branch wi1ls recorded at the Archdeaconry 
of Berks are: 

r536,d JOHX BRA:-.CH of Frilford 
r5..µ.d RICHARD BRA:-.CH of Abingdon 
155.;. THo!-1.;s BRAXCH of Newbury 
1556 ELIZABETH BRAXCH of Kingston Bag-

puze 
r56r THmt.\S Biu:-.cH of Frilford, buried 

1595 

16o2.<l 

1606 

I607 

l\farcham 
RICHARD BRA:-.CH, rector of Hinton, 

admin:stration 
CHRISTOPHER BRAXCH of King-ston 

Bag-puze 
THo~!.\S BRAXCH of Abingdon 
\VrLLIA~I BRA:-.CH of Frilford, admin­

istration 
CHRISTI.\X BRAXCH of Kingston Bag­

puze 
ISAAC BRA:S-CH of F:fidd 

1622 J OHX BRt.XCH of King-,ton B:1g-puzc 
16.;.9 JoH:-. BRAXCH of Kingston Bagpuze 

A; 309 
C; r6.;. 
D; 57 

Dand.; 53 

D; 3SI 

I; 394 

]; 7S 
] ; I023 

17; II 

K; 36S 

It is fairly deducible that these testators were of the 
same family. Kingston Bagpuze, Marcham, Fifield and 
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Abingdon, in any event stand huddled within an hour's 
walk of one another; and Newbury, Hinton and Frilford 
lie at no great distance. 







The ERA:-CH FA:-.nL Y of Virginia, as pre,,;ously re­
corded, traces in the direct male line, through its founder 
Christopher Branch of .. Arrowhattocks" and "Kings­
land," from 

RrcHARD Bru::o-cH of Abingdon in the County of Berk­
shire in England. This Richard Branch was born ante 
r500. The probabilities point to his ha,.;ng been the first 
Branch to settle in Abingdon. inasmuch as the name of 
Branch does not occur in the Abingdon records until 1533, 
when the will of Thor.1as Tonks of Abingdon. chandler, 
dated 29 August. 1533. and witnessed by Richard Branch 
was recorded at the Archdeaconry of Berks. (ARcH­
DEACO:-.RY OF BERKS: A; 259). 

For the next hundred years the Branch family as 
represented by Richard Branch and his descendants play 
a prominent part in the civic life of Abingdon. The male 
line, however, had sadly dwindled by the conclusion of 
this period; and it is a curious fact that of a!! the many 
descendants of Richard Branch living in 16.w. when 
Christopher Branch emigrated to \"irginia. the cmigr:mt 
was, so far as is k-nown. the only li\·ing male rcpresenta­
th·e of the name of Branch. 

The town of Abingdon. s'.> intimately connected with 
the history of the Branch family. lies some ten miles 
south, directly south, of Oxford. Its foundation is veiled 
in the mists of antiquity; but beginning with 6i5, its 
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history is for more than eight centuries the story of its 
Benedictine Abbey. the ruins of which edifice still exist. 
The town ·s original name. indeed. has been variously sup­
posed to haYe been Abbot's town or Abbey town. but there 
is no accepted derivation. 

Here Richard Branch. by nominal profession ( as his 
will states) a woollen-draper. appears to have settled in 
the c=:rlier half of the sixteenth century But bis main in­
terests would seem to ha\·e been less identified with the 
woollen-trade than with the work of an important civic 
fraternity of which he was a head; and in passing. that 
Richard Branch was a man of wealth and prominence 
is fully attested by the fact that he was for so many years 
a :\faster of this Fraternity of the Holy Cross. and oc­
cupied that position up to the time of his death in 1544. 

The Fraternity of the Holy Cross desen·es more than 
a mere mention. since Richan] Branch was for many 
years one of its ).!asters, and-after the Guild's suppres­
sion in r 547 and its reorganization as O1rist Hospital in 
1553-his son \\"illiam Branch (from whom the :Cranches 
of \'irginia descend) sen·ed as a Governor of the Hospital 
for no less a period than forty-four consecuti\-e years. 

The name of the Fraternity alone is very significant of 
its primal kinship with St. Hden's Church in Abinr;:-don 
-still standing and generally esteemed the finest Per­
pendicular parish church in Berkshire-since St. Helen, 
according to hagiology (RcFr:-es, I, j; SocRATES, I, r.3; 
THEODORI::T. I, 1S: and Sozom-:~. II. 1) was the discov­
erer of the True Cross. in 326 A. D. 

The Incorporation of the Guild by Letters Patent dates 
from 1441 (20 October, :zo Henry VI), but it had long 
been in active existence and in possession of considerable 
property. Mr. G. \V. \\'allace (CHARITY Co)I)IJSSIO~ 
REPORT, 1908, P,\GE 77) finds indications of its existence 
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in the cartulary and the original deeds at the Hall of 
Christ Hospital as far back as the reign of Edward III, 
and states that the rental shows the Fraternity was, in the 
year r383-4. i Richard II. in possession of a considerable 
extent of land about Abingdon, including the site of some 
of the Almshouses of Christ Hospital. However this 
may ha,e been, the Guild, originally founded only for 
the dispensation of charity, rapidly became the centre of 
the civic life of Abingdon, and was liberally enriched by 
numerous benefactors. 

Thus, it was this Fraternity which in r4r6 set on foot 
the building of the bridges at Burford and Culham Hithe 
with the connecting causeway. which placed Abingdon on 
a main route from London. This work ·was at once the 
result and the cause of a great development of the town's 
importance and of its trade, particularly of the cloth-trade, 
in which a majority of the Masters were engaged. 

The Guild erected many almshouses; :ind besides the 
stately rood which they set up in St. Helen's Church in 
Abingdon, they built in the time of Henry VI the cele­
br.1ted Cross in Abingdon t.farket-place--<lescribed by 
John Leland (King's Antiquary lo Hemy VIII) as "a 
right goodly cross of stone with faire degrees and 
imagerie"-which was destroyed in 1643 by the Puri­
tans as "a superstitious edifice . ., 

Richard Branch was thus at the head of no unimportant 
organization. The historian of the Guild-Francis Little, 
whose manuscript history, brought down to 162i, is still 
preserved among the archives of Christ Hospital in 
Abingdon-has given an interesting account of the routine 
of the Guild during the period that Richard Branch was 
at its head, which the compiler ventures to summarize. 

Their place of meeting for business was the Exchequer, 
a small chamber over the second north porch of St. 
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Helen's Church in Abingdon, where the Master and 
Governors of the Hospital of Christ afterward kept their 
charter, common seal and deeds, and continued in the 
seventeenth century to meet from time to time. 

The allowance to paupers-men and women-was one 
penny apiece weekly. They were enjoined to pray for the 
Fraternity, for the souls of departed Brothers and Sisters, 
and for all Benefactors of the Guild. 

Two priests who sang mass daily at St. Helen's received 
a yearly pension from the Fraternity each of £6 13s. 4d. 

Upon the third day of l\fay, the day of Invention 
of the Holy Cross, was held a feast. In anticipation 
of this feast the Guild provided by ordinary six calves, 
2s. 2d. apiece, sixteen lambs, 12d. apiece, eighty ca.­
pons, 3d. apiece, eight hundred eggs. 5d. the hundred, 
many marrow-bones. much fruit and spice, great quan­
tities of milk, cream and flour-wheat was cheap, being 
soid for 12d. a quarter-besides many voluntary gifts 
from tenants of the Fraternity's lands and from the 
,·arious Brethren and Sisters. 

At these feasts they had twelve priests to sing a dirge, 
to whom they paid 4d. apiece ••for their pains." They had 
also nvelve minstrels. some from Coventry and some from 
1\Iaydenhyth, .. to make them merry." to whom they gave 
2s. 3d. besides ··their diet and their horse-meat." They 
held likewise '"in the tyrne of Poperie ·• a solemn proces­
sion, pageants, plays and :May-games. 

These festivals were at this time held at Banbery Court 
in \Vest St. Helen's. 

~e.rllt of ~idptro ~rmtd: 
Such then was the nature of the important civic guild 

of which Richard Branch was head for many years, until 
l,is death in the latter September of I 544. 
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His will is dated 27 August, 1544, and the records of 
St. Helen's Church state that he was buried in that edifice 
16 September, 1544-in the north or Jesus Aisle. 

It is to be deplored that in the restoraticn of thi,: hand­
some church-whose foundation dates at least from 995, 
in which year the Chronicle of Abingdon Abbey mentions 
it as a place of sanctuary-the tombs in Jesus Aisle have 
been covered with new flooring and pews built above 
them, so that the grave of Richard Branch is no longer 
visible. 

Richard Branch of Abingdon married 

ELIZABETH BEAUFOREST, who is named as the executrix 
of her husband"s estate. Elizabeth Beauforest Branch 
survived her husband by some twelve years, being 
buried at St. Helen's, 20 June, 1556. 

The Heralds' Visitation of Oxford taken in 1566 
records of her ancestry under ··Beauforest of Dorchester" 
that 

TIIOl!AS BEAUFOREST OF DEAXE in the County of Glou­
cester had issue 

THOMAS BEAUFOREST of the County of Cornwall, who 
married Margarett, daughter of --- Bassett, and had, 
with other issue, 

ELIZAil.ETH BEAUFOREST, who married Richard Branch 
of Abingdon. (Com pare Note C). 

The will of Richard Branch of Abingdon is appended: 
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"\\'ILL OF RICHARD BRAXCHE OF ABE::-."TOX, ( CO. 

BERKS), \\'OOLEXDR.,\PER, DATED 2i AUGUST, 36 HEXRY 

VIII. 
'"To the high altar of St. Elen"s church 21s. to be prayed 

for . 
.. To Thomas Branche my eldest son a feather bed, a 

covering with a mitre upon it, and ros. 
"To my son William Branche my gown that I had of 

Mr. \\'odword and 10s. 

··To Thomas Branche my youngest son 20s. 
•·To my son John Branche a black gown lined with St. 

Thomas ,volsted and ros. 
"To ::\Iargery my daughter a girdle with a dymycent of 

silver and gilt, a silver spoon. all her grandfather's be­
quests unto her, a saucer of the new fashion and 20s. 

"To :\farion my daughter a pair of jet beads with silver 
gawds, a sih-er spoon, beside the one that ::llr. \~"odword 
gave her, and 20s. 

"If any of my forenamed children die before they come 
to years of discretion. their parts shall be distributed 
amongst those that shall then be on live. 

'"Residuary legatee and executrix, my wife Elizabeth. 
Overseers, Humfrey Bostock and Thomas (blank). 

"Witnesses: Sir \\.illiam Druett, brotherhood priest. 
Richard :.Iaiot, Humfrey Bostoke, Thomas Erle. Xo 
Probate.''-ARcIIDE.\CO:-RY OF BERKS: REGISTER C; 164. 

The "::\fr. \\.odword'' mentioned in the preceding will 
was Lionel \\"odward of Abingdon, who, with Humphrey 
Bostock, Thomas Earle and Richard ::\Iayott also men­
tioneJ, was a ::\laster of the Fraternity of the Holy Cross 
during Richard Branch's incumbency. Richard ::\Iayott 
was afterward the first 2\Iayor of Abingdon after the in­
corporation of the Borough of Abingdon in 1555, at which 
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time Humphrey Bostock was named as one of the first 
principal burgesses. 

Among the mentions of Richard Branch in other wills 
probated at the Archdeaconry of Berks are: 

A; 259 \\.ill of Thomas Tonks of Abingdon. chandler, 
dated 29 August 1533, witnessed by RrcH.\RD 
Bit.\XCH. 

A; 206a Im·entory of the goods of Thomas Loder of 
Harn·eil. taken tr ~fay, 1541: ''Item (owing) 
to BR:\XCHE of Abynton. vjs. ijd. ob." 









Ric:a:ARD BRA..'-CH of Abingdon and Elizabeth Beau­
forest Branch had issue: 

Thomas Branch of London; \\.illiam Br:mch of Abing­
don; John Branch of Kent; Thomas Branch; Amy 
Branch ; ::\Iargery Branch; and ::\Iarian Branch. 

I. Tno::-.rAs BR.\XCH, the oldest son of Richard Branch 
and Elizabeth Beauforest Branch, on reaching manhood 
remo\·ed to London. where he embarked in business as a 
draper, and with e\;dent success from a monetary stand­
point. He was the first member of the family to figure in 
the Courts of Chancery, by bringing suit (compare Note 
D) to recover possession of the ::\Ianor of Widford in 
Hertfordshire. 

N'o decree relating to this suit has been discovered. but 
it was probably lost by Thomas Branch, as otherwise the 
estate would almost certainly have been listed among his 
possessions when he came to make his will. 

Thomas Branch of London married ELJz.\r:ETH 
( ?XoRTII), who is named as executrix of her husband's 
will. The will of Thomas ?\7orth of :\Iarcham. dated 15 
March. r557-S.(ARCHDEACOXRY OF BERKS: REGISTER C; 
37). names "my brother Thomas Branche .. as overseer. 
Thomas Dr:mch of London leit no issue. 

Thomas Branch of London died in 1565. His will, 
dated 18 April, 1565, was proved in the Prerogative Court 
of Canterbury 20 October, 1565. From at least a genea­
logical point of view, this is an important document. It 
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may be said, indeed, without exaggeration that but for 
the ambiguous wording of the sentence in which the Bull 
Inn is bequeathed there would probably ne~;er have been 
a Branch family of Virginia. 

The will of Thomas Branch of London is appended: 

"\VrLL OF THOMAS BRAt:XCHE OF THE CITIE OF Lo~­
oox, DMPER, DATED r8 A.PRIL, 1565. 

"I bequeath to the poor in Abindon, where I was born, 
£6, to be delivered unto them at the discretion of my 
brother \Villiam Braunche or two other substantial 
dwellers there. 

'"I bequeath unto eight poor folks in London eight gowns 
made with good frieze, which ( eight) shall bring me to 
church; also 20s. to twenty poor folks within my parish. 

"To the hospital in London 20s. 
"To the yeomanry of my Company 40s. to drink, and to 

Robert Ames our beadle, for calling of them together, ros. 
"Also I bequeath 20s. to be gh-en to a learned man to 

make a sermon to the edifying of all such as shall be 
present at my burial. 

"I give to all my servants :20s. each and a gown. 
'·To Thomas Bollman's children fao. 
"To John, Thomas and George Lowen, Elizabeth 

Scherington and Jane Lowen, £25 amongst them, in token 
I loved them in Christ. 

"To my brother William Braunche my howse called the 
Bollc ynde in Abindon, and to Thomas Braunche his son 
and heir after his decease. and so unto his heirs males for­
ever; and for lack of heirs males, unto his daughters; also 
£20 with all my apparel and my ring of gold. 

"To my brothen children, vizt., Thomas, Richard, 
l\Iary, Elizabeth, Anne and Ellen Braunche, £20 apiece. 

"To my cosen John Bostoke's children 40s. apiece. 
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"To my cosen Matthew Bostoke, and to Alice and Ellen 
Rotter, 40s. apiece. 

"The rest of my goods unbequeathed I give unto my 
"';fe Elizabeth Branche, whom I ordain executri..,c, pro­
vided always that if she go about to alter any part or 
parcel of this my will, or do not pay my debts honestly, 
then it shall be lawful for my brother \Villiam to take 
upon him the full administration of my goods. Also my 
,vife shall have the occup);ng of all the orfines' goods till 
they come of age. putting in surety to my brother and my 
friend Thomas Bollman, whom I desire to be overseer 
hereof. 

"Per me, (signed) THO:l!AS Ba,\:-.CH, draper. Sealed· 
,,;th my own seal. 

"Witness: John Tattynge. 
"ProYed 20 October, 1565. by the relict and executrix 

named."-PREROGATIVE CouRT OF CA::;;TERBURY: 1foR­
R1sos; 28. 

Among the mentions of Thomas Branch in the wills 
probated at the Archdeaconry of Berks are: 

B; go Will of :Matthew Child of Xewbury, dated 10 

January, 1547-S, witne'Ssed by TH0:11,\S 
Ba,\SCIIE. 

C; 37 Will of Thomas North of ?-.Iarcham, dated 15 
::O.Iarch 1557-8, names "my brother TUO:l!AS 
Ba,\::,;cnE" as overseer. 

II. \VILLIA~t BRA::,;cu of Abingdon, the second son of 
Richard Dranch and Elizabeth Beauforcst Branch, was the 
lineal ancestor of the Branches of Virginia. 

An account of him will be given hereafter. 

III. JoH:. BRASCH, the fourth son of Richard Branch 
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and Elizabeth Beauforest Branch. appears to have re­
moved to Kent County. some time after 1578. 

He had married in Abingdon and had at least one son, 
another John Branch. who was baptised at St. Helen·s 3 
November. 157S. (Comfare Note B). 

The older John Eranch also figures in a Chancery suit, 
which he brought against Thomas Brudenell. \\"illiam 
Brudenell and Francis Erudenell (Loxoox CH.\XCERY 
PLE.-\PlXGS: RE1Gx OF Ei:.1zADETH; Bexni:.E 20. Xo. 59) 
over the possession of land at Hedcorn :Mortimer in 
Kent. 

The younger John Branch (born in 157S).accordingto 
a tradition which all k"Ilown facts support. was the father 
of the Peter Branch who emigrated from Kent to :'.\fas­
sachusetts in r63S and founded the Branch family of 
New England. (Comfarc Note E). 

Among the mentions of John Branch in wills probated 
at the Archdeaconry of Berks are: 

B: 12 \Vil! of Elizabeth King of Fyfield, dated 25 :\fay, 
1545, witnessed by Jonx ERAXCIIE. 

B · ,,,, \\"ill of John Shorebuck of Fyficld. dated I4 July, 
1545. witnessed by Jorrx ER.\XCHE. 

D: 18o \\"ill of John Elackgro\·e of \\"atchfield. dated 8 
April. 1557. bequeaths to Jonx ER.c\XCIIE, who 
signs as a \Yitness. 

IV. Tuo:llAS BRA:\"CH, the fourth son of Richard 
Branch and Elizabeth Beauforest Branch-for the will 
of Richard Branch shows that, oddly enough, he had two 
sons named Thomas-died unmarried in the February of 
1545-6. ( Compare Note B). 

V. A::-IY BR,\XCII, the oldest daughter of Richard 
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Branch and Elizabeth Beauforest Branch, died unmarried 
in the 1Iarch of 1540-1. (Compare Note B). 

VI. l\L\RGERY Bux cu, the second daughter of Richard 
Branch and Elizabeth Beauforest Branch, died unmarried 
in the l\Iarch of 1545-6. (Compare Note B). 

·v1r. MARIAX BR.\XCH, the third daughter of Richard 
Branch and Elizabeth Beauforest Branch, died unmarried 
in the February of 1545-6. (Compare Note B). 









\\"1LL1.ur B1uxcn, the second son of Richard Branch 
and Elizabeth Eeauforest Branch. from whom the 
Branches of \"irginia descend. was born post 1.54 and 
was the only one of the three sons of Richard Branch 
who gre.i· to manhood to remain in Abingdon. 

He married. 2 August. 1.553. Elizabeth. the daughter of 
John \\"altham, by whom he had. so far as is J...'110\rn, no 
issue. (Comfcrc .\"otc B). 

In worldly affairs he seems to haYe prc:;pered. \\"illiam 
Br:mch sen·e<l as :\fayor of Abingdon before 15G6. as is 
shown by the Heralds' \"isitation of Berkshire taken in 
that year (comtarc .'."otc F). and held the same office 
again in 1572,-the will of Richard Bratwell of Abingdon, 
joiner. ciated 2S ::\larch, 1572. naming as oYerseers \\"il­
liam Branch. gent .. ::\Iayor of .-\bingJon. and John \\"yse. 

The Fraternity of the Holy Cross. of which Richard 
Branch was so long at the head. was dissoh·ed in 1547 by 
Edward \"I and the possessions of the Guild were con­
fiscated. The income at that time from the Fraternity's 
lands was certitied by the Chantry Commissioners to be 
£Sr 13s. rod. a year-cquh·alcnt to about $3,600 in mod­
ern money. 

The Benedictine Abbey of Al.,ingdon h:n·ing been simi­
larly treated by Henry \"III in 1538. there followed in 
Abingdon what Little describes as .. a period of great dis­
tress." But under the reign of ::\Iary-"Bloody ::\fary"'­
:iffairs began. for Abingdon at least, to brighten. By a 
charter granted in 1555 Abingdon became a free borough, 
and \\"illiam Dranch, as has been reconh:d. was among the 
first mayors chosen; and the extinct rratcmity of the 
Holy Cross was rc\-iYed in r 553 in a somewhat aitercd 



50 BRANCH OF ABINGDON 

form and under a different name by the foundation of 
Christ Hospital, which still continues in Abingdon the 
charitable and civic work begun by the older organiza­
tion. 

All save four of the former Masters of the Guild bad 
died before 1553, but all the survivors were made Gov­
ernors of the new Christ Hospital, to which position Wil­
liam Branch also was appointed in 1557. 

He retained this office for no less a period than forty­
four years,-in fact, until his death. There were now two 
civic authorities enthroned in Abingdon, for by the side 
of the Mayor and Corporation, the Governors of Christ 
Hospital retained large temporal powers ; but, as the 
Borough Records attest, the Mayor and Principal Bur­
gesses were ordinarily chosen from the Governors of the 
Hospital, so that control of this part of Berkshire was 
practically vested in some dozen men, of which William 
Branch was one. 

Among the most important works of the Governors of 
Christ Hospital during the incumbency of William Branch 
was the foundation. with the assistance of John Roysse, a 
wealthy mercer of London, of Abingdon School. It is 
not known what was the connection of this John Roysse 
with Abingdon; but, according to his will, proved 31 July, 
1571, his not unlaudable reasons for disinheriting an only 
son and the devotion of his money to the establishment of 
a school was 

"For that my son hath marryed against my will an­
other man's wife, as doth appear in the spiritual court of 
record here in London; and further, for that he hath been 
associated and accompanyed with theives and pyrates." 

Kow the charter granted to Christ Hospital in 1553 had 
directed the Governors to apply a part of their rents "ad 
sustentationem schola? grammatica? ibideni''-"to the sus-
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tentation of a grammar school there." They accordingly 
fell in very willingly with John Roysse's proposals, which 
must have been broached at least as early as 1562, since 
in that year the Governors of Christ Hospital laid out 
various moneys "upon mayster Serjaunt Southcott when 
he came to vewe the house for the free skoole which Mr. 
Royse mynded to erecte within this Borough." 

The project throve, and the Abingdon School-''the 
Free Schole of the Blessed Trinitie"-was founded in 
1563, to continue its work, with varying fortunes, until 
the present day. 

Abingdon School may, then, be viewed as in a sense a 
relic of William Branch's personal achievements in life; 
but an even more intimate relic of the man exists in the 
form of a list, in his extremely Elizabethan hand, of the 
Masters of the Fraternity of the Holy Cross at the time 
of its suppression. 

This list is now preserved in the Hall of Christ Hospital 
at Abingdon; and a copy is appended: 

"The names off the Twellve maysters off the fraternitie 
off the hollye Cross lyvyng Art the Tyme off Suppreston 
of ye Same 
"Thomas Read Esquier 
Lyonell ,vodward gent 
Thomas Hyde gent 
Nicholas Hewatt gent 
Rycds Braynche 
Gilbert Freman 
Humffray Bostock 
,vyllm Kelynge 
Rycds Mayott 
Jhon Shene 
Adam Pope 
& Thomas Earle 

"who wear for the most pt 
deceased before the last 
Erecon only these Mr. 
Thomas Read Rycds May­
ott Hmfray Bostock, Jhon 
Shene and Wyllm Kelynge 
who also deseaced before 
the same was fullye con­
fermyd. 

,vyllm Braunche." 
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The wording of this list would certainly convey the im­
pression that Richard Branch was alive at the time of the 
formal suppression of the Fraternity of the Holy Cross 
in 1547, and one would hardly suspect \\'iiliam Branch 
of erring by no less than three years as to the death of his 
own father. But. as has already been recorded. the date 
of Richard Branch's will supports. and the records oi St. 
Helen·s prove, the fact that he died in 1544. 

The most probable solution. as it seems to the compiler, 
is that after the dissolution of the Abbey of Abingdon in 
1538 an ine,;table dissolution of the Fraternity became so 
imminent and its power was so weakened that \Villiam 
Branch estimates the actual extinction of the Guild to 
have considerably preceded its formal death-1-..-nell. 

~~ttim m · 'mr.mclr c-. mtnntgs(:' • 

William Branch married (:md) ante r556 

K\THERIXE JExxrxcs, daughter of Thomas Jennings 
of Abingdon and Alice, daughter of Richard Bright of 
Collen. 

Katherine Jennings Branch died before her husband, 
being buried 25 August, 1597 at St. Helen's Omrch in 
Abingdon. (Compare Note B). 

It is of interest to note that the mother of this Thomas 
Jennings was a Bostock, a family that traces an unques­
tionable descent not only from the Conquest. but from the 
older Dukes of Xormandy in a legitimate line such as 
\\'illiam the Conqueror notoriously could not boast. And 
it is apparent from the will of Thomas Dranch of London 
that an antecedent kinship between the Dranches and the 
Bostocks already existed. 

(An acco1111t of tlzc Bostock li11ca9c is 9i'Z:c11 in N otc G). 



BRANCH OF ABINGDON 53 

In any event, Thomas Jennings, the father-in-law of 
'William Branch, appears to have been a man of promi­
nence in Abingdon. since the charter of the borough names 
him among the first principal burgesses. 

The will of Thomas ··Jen ens'" of the Borough of Abing­
don, county Berks, draper, dated 8 April, 1561, was re­
corded 6 ?IIay, 1561 (ARCIIDEACOXRY OF BERKS: E; 194). 
It bequeaths to his sons William Jennings, Thomas Jen­
nings and Richard Jennings; his daughters. names not 
given; his sons-in-law William Branch and Thomas 
Smith; and his grandchildren Thomas Branch and Eliz­
abeth Branch. 

(A brief acco1111t as to some of the descc11da11ts of this 
Thomas Je1111illgs is givm i1z Note H). 

William Branch of Abingdon died in the April of 16oz. 
It is to be regretted that the Parish registers of St. Helen's 
afford no legible record of his burial. 

But in these earlier registers, consisting as they do of 
the two original books dating from 1538, the edges of the 
paper leaves, from age and use. have become badly fray­
ed; pieces have been broken from the page in many in­
stances; and a number of entries are either missing or un­
decipherable. For tracing paper has been pasted over 
the frayed portions, on both sides of the book page, in a 
misguided attempt to preserve the original records, with 
the result that the paste has so acted upon the ink as to 
blot out a host of entries. 

There can be little doubt. however, that William Branch 
was buried in the north, or Jesus aisle of St. Helen's. 

ln any event, his will, undated strictly speah.--ing, but 
apparently drawn up on 1 March, 16o1, was proved in the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 24 April, 16o2. 
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~ill of ,nrumm ~randr 
The will of William Branch of Abingdon is appended: 

"BE rr K....-ow:,; BY THESE PRESEllo'TS THAT I, \VILLIA:M 

BRAUXCHE, OF THE BOROUGH OF ABISGDO::-., GEXT, HAVE 

GIVES USTO lrY SON THOMAS BRAUXCHE ALL ::UY GOODS 

A::-"D CHATTELLS WIIATSOEVER, AS API•EARETH BY A DEED OF 

GUIFTE D,\TED I ~!ARCH_. 43 £LIZ. 

"And that from thenceforth it shall not be lawful for 
(me) the said \\"illiam to give or sell or waste anie of the 
said goods other than upon the sustentation of his (my) 
son \\"illiam Braunche by good will of the said Thomas, 
but onlie such bequests as here followeth, reserving unto 
me the said \\"illiam the proper use of the same during 
(my) life. and one convenient chamber to lodge in, with 
half the yearly profits of the garden and also ( from) the 
yearly rent of £ro payable by the said Thomas 40s. yearly, 
and his (my) dyett . 

.. And that the said Thomas shall upon my decease enter 
bon;l unto my son Robert Payne and Robert Eyars to per­
form these legacies as specified. 

"Item I give unto \\"illiam Braunche my son, for his 
better maintenance in Oxford, ,4o, the two feather bedds 
I have in the shop, and my cruse footed and covered with 
silver and guilte. 

"To my daughter Anne Fowler, to bestow upon her 
three children, £3. 

"To my son John Right my gold ring that I had from 
my cozen :.Ir. Lionel! Bostock-unto his daughters, be­
gotten on my daughter :.farie, each one guilt spoon. 

"To my son Robert Paine my halbert. and to :.Iartha 
his wife my best bason, and to his four sons each a guilt 
spcon. 
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"To my vnthrifty and disobedient son Houel1-
("H 011ell" or "Honell" in the registered copy of the -a--il/, 
but in the original "Lyonc//;·· in ropying the ·will the scriv­
ener has mistaken "Ly'' for the ancient capital H, which 
was written below the /ine)-my black gowne, and to his 
firstborn son, at eighteen years of age, five marks. 

"To Catherine my \.,.;fe 20s. 
"To Fraunces Braunche. during the lease of Lock­

wood's Oose. 20s. yearly, requesting that my son may 
obtain more years U grace). the better to maintain the 
daughter of Richard Smith, her unnatural father . 

.. To William Jenene my best jirldn and hatt. 
"To Catherine \\"biting my servant the bed she lyeth on. 
'•To my beloved friend Robert Eyars my other weapon 

a poleax and in money three and fourpence in considera­
tion that he, with my son Paine, shall sec these legacies 
performed. 

"(Signed:) \ \'rLLL\:\I BR.\VXCHE. 
"\\"itnesses: Xone. 
· Z.J. April, 16o2. commission to Thomas Braunche. son 

of deceased. to administer."-PREROG.\TI\'E COL'RT OF 
C\. "TERl:t,;RY: :'-foXT,\GT.:E; 2-J.. 

The Lionel Bostock mentioned in this will. presumably 
the godfather of William Dranch's third son Lionel 
Branch-from whom the Branches of \'irginia descend­
was one of the most prominent and wealthy men of his 
day and neighborhood. Fitzharris Farm, his former resi­
dence near Abingdon, is still standing, containing some 
fine oak panelling with the quartered arms of the Bos­
tocks. 

At the Guildhall arc to be seen two handsome silver 
goblets. Lionel Bostock's gift to the corporation; and in 
the Hall of Christ Hospital is his portrait. He died in 
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16oo. On rS July, 16oo. commission was granted to \Vil­
liam Bostock, son of Lionel Bostock. late of Abingdon, 
county Berks. deceased. to administer his father·s estate. 
( PREROGATI\"E Cot;RT oF C\XTERni.:RY, .-urn ox ACT Booi-:, 
I6oo, FOLIO 55.) 

The Richard Smith mentioned in \\"illiam Branch"s will 
v.-as his wife's nephew; (compare Note H); and Thomas 
Jennings was his brother-in-law. 

Qi:ollirl:crn! ~ of ~i!Hmn ~rnnrf: 

Among the mentions of \Villiam Branch in other ;vills 
probated at the Archdeaconry of Berks are: 

B; rr6 \\"ill of Richard Doo of Hanny. dated 19 :\Iarch, 
1550-51. mention;; debt owed by testator to \\ 01L­
Lr.ur BR.\XCH. 

D; 302 \\"ill of Ellen Yate of Long \Vittenham. widow, 
dated 19 February. 1558-59, names \\'JLLIA:-.r 
BR.\XCIIE and Richard Tiesdale overseers. This 
Richard Tesdale. a sadler at Abingdon. was the 
uncle and foster-father of the Thomas Tesdale 
who founded Pembroke College at Oxford. 

E; !45 \\"ill of John Carye of Abingdon, mercer, dated 
21 June, 1559, names \\"1u .. r.ur BR.\XCIIE as 
overseer. 

E; 194 \\"ill of Isabell Dright of Abingdon. widow, 
dated 7 :\fay. 1561. bequeaths to the children of 
"Thomas Jencns my son in law late deceased," 
and names James Fisher and \\"rLLr,u! BR.\XCHE 
as overseers. 

E; 194 \ \"ill of Thomas Jen ens (Jennings) of Abingdon. 
wwllendraper, dated 8 April, 156r. proved 
:\fay, 1561. names "my sons in law \VrLLr,ur 
DRAXCIIE and Thomas Smith" as overseers. 
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Will of Anthony Robson of Abingdon, dated 20 

May. 1570. names ··my good masters and neigh­
bours :'.\Ir. \\"illiam Dlack.--noll. :'.\IR. \\"1LLIA:I! 

BIL\XCHE, :'.\Ir. Richard Quelche and ?.Ir. 
Thomas :'.\Iayott." The \\"illiam Black.--nall men­
tioned was the same who purchased from the 
Cro,1·n the site and buildings of the dissolved 
Abbey of Abingdon after the Reformation. He 
was at the incorporation of Abingdon one of the 
first bailiffs and a principal burgess, and after­
ward twice mayor. 

G; 233 Will of Richard Bratwell of Abingdon, joiner, 
dated 28 :'.\larch, 1572, n;:mes as overseers .. \\0

1L­

LI.\:II BR.\XCHE, gent, :'.\Iayor of Abingdon, and 
John Wyse." 
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JLLJ.\~I :CR,\XCII of Abingdon :md Katherine Jen­
nings Branch, his second wife. had issue: 

Thomas Branch; Elizabeth Branch; Richard Branch; 
?-.Iary Branch ; Anne Branch ; Elinor Branch ; Lionel 
Branch; ?-Iartha Branch: Barbara Branch; \\.illiam 
I.:ranch, .and Katherine Branch. 

I. THO~L\S ER.\XCI of Abingdon. the ohlcst son of 
\\.illiam I:ranch and Katherine Jennings Branch, was 
Lorn in the July of r557. and <lied in the February of 
1602-3. At his father·s death in 1602 he inherited. ac­
cording •o the terms of his uncle Thomas I:ranch of Lon­
don ·s will. as already n:cordd. the Dull In:1 :it Abingdon. 

In consonance with the stipulations of this will. the 
property was to ;;:o :it Thom:!s Dranch of :\lJingdon·s 
tka:!, to his :-on,. or in default of male heir,; to his daugh­
ter~. 1.;ut thi:,; 'Thon1~:,; nranch did not consider ~ppar­
c:1tly th::.t a bro:her or a ncphe,,· might be reasonably 
:wkcd among one·, m:dc h::ir,;. ancl so de,·i,-ed the Dull 
Ii .n to hi, brother-in-law Robert Pay:1e. 

The will of Thomas Dranch is dated 22 January. 1602-3, 
and ,ras pro\·ed in the Prerogatire Court of C2.:1terbury 
::2 :\pril. 1603. Thomas Dranch was buriecl 2 February, 
1Go2-3. at St. Helen's Church in Abingdon. 

Thomas l:r:mch had married (is:) 21 :\fay. 15S3. :'-hR­
G.\1:::-r CllX\\"ELL (coml'arc .\"oft• B). and by her had i:<sue: 
Katherine l;ranch. bapti,cd S February. 1583--1,. buried 27 
Fcl>ruary. 1583--1,; an,l Thomas I:ranch, buried 19 Scp­
tcmLer, 1585. 
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Thomas Branch married (2nd) DoROTIIY ---, who 
sun·h·ed him. Dy this second marriage he had no issue. 

The \\·ill of Thomas Branch is appended: 

"\\'ILL OF THO:IL\S BR.\UXCIIE OF THE BOROUGH OP' 

AilIXGDOS, CO. DERKS, GEXT, DATED 22 ].\X., 45 ELIZ. 

( 16o2-3). 
''Eeing sicke of body. I give and bequeath to my brother 

in law Robert Paine and to his heirs my house wherein I 
now dwell. sometimes called the Dull Inn, lying in the 
Burie of the said Borough. 

"And whereas the said Robert Paine standeth bound 
,,;th me unto Sir Francis Stoner, Kt., in four se,·eral 
obligations for the payment of fourscore pounds, and for 
a copyho!d lyir.g within the ?lfanor of Drayton, co. Berks, 
which copyholcl Dorothy my wife is to ha,·e after my de­
cease, and doubting that my wife will not discharge the 
said sum according to the true meaning of the said obli­
gations, I do therefore make my said brother Robert my 
only executor; but if my wife shall put in security for the 
discharge of the said sum. then she shall haYe all my 
goods and the occupation of my said house during her Ii fe. 

'·I make ~.fr. Robert Orpwood overseer and do gh-e him 
for his pains one cruse cupp conred with silver and guilt. 

'"Signed: THO:IL\S DR.\t::,;cnE. 

'·\\"itness: \\'iiliam Lee. Francis Lytle. John ?lfayott, 
Thomas Reade. 

"Proved 22 April, r603, by Thomas \\·arde, proctor for 
Robert Payne the executor. 

''Definitive Sentence for the nlidity of the above ,\·ill, 
in a cause lietwe::n Roliert Paine, the executor, and \\'il­
liam Branche, brother of the said deceased, pronounced 
13 Fell., rG03-4. (Harte; r2)" -PREROG,\TIYE Cot:RT OF 

C\:;-r;;;i{C:t:RY: .COLE!X; 25. 
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A portrait of the Robert 0rpwood whom this ";11 ap­
points as executor may still be seen in the Hall of Christ 
Hospital; and the Thomas Read who is one of the wit­
nesses-a son of the Thomas Read who was a fellow 
l\faster with Richard Branch of the Fraternity of the Holy 
Cross-was three times High Sheriff of Berkshire and 
died in 16o4. 

Francis Little was. of course, the historian of the Fra­
ternity already alluded to. He was. ior thirty-eight years, 
a GoYernor of O1rist Hospital ; three times :\fayor of 
Abingdon; and in 1597 :\Iember of Parliament for the 
borough. He died in the January of 1630. 

IL ELIZ.\CETH ERA:-.cu, the oldest daughter of \\'il­
liam Branch and Katherine Jennings Branch. is mentioned 
only in the will of her grandfather Thomas Jennings, 
dated April. r5Go. and in the will of her uncle Thomas 
Branch. dated April. 1565. 

She apparently <lied in childhood. 

III. RrcII.\RD DR.\XCII. the second son of \\'illiam 
Branch and Katherine Jennings Dranch. was baptised at 
St. Helen's. 16 September. 1500. an<l at his decease. ante 
1602. left no chiltlren-··<lying without issue in the life 
tyme of the said \\.illiam Draunche his fath.::r:· according 
to O1ristopher Branch's Dill of Complaint in Chancery 
hereinafter cited. 

IV. ::\L\RY ER.\:,;'CII, the second <laughter of \\.illiam 
Branch and Katherine Jennings Branc!1. married John 
\\'right, and by him left issue. 

\'. A:-;xE BR.,:-;cJI, the third t!~uglner of \\.illiam. 
Branch and Katherine Jennings !!ranch. was bap~ised at 
St. Helen's. 19 September. 1562. 

She married --- J7owlcr. and by him icft issue. 
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YI. ELIXOR ER.\XCH. the founh daughter of \\"illiam 
Branch and Katherine Jennings Branch, was baptised at 
St. Helen's. 20 October. 1564. 

The will of John Ellis of Barton. in the parish of Abing­
don. dated 26 February. 1581-2. mentions this Elinor 
Branch among the legatees ( ARCIIDE.\COSRY or- BERKS: 
G: 308). 

She appears to ha,·e died unmarried. 

\"II. L10XEL BRA:-cH. the third son of \\"illiarn Dranch 
and Katherine Jennings Branch, was the lineal ancestor 
of the Branches of \'irginia. 

An account of him will be given hereafter. 

\"III. :-SL\RTH.\ DR.\Xcrr. the fifth cl:mghter of \\"illiam 
Branch and Katherine Jennings Br:inch. ,,·as b:!pti,cd I 

)fa_l". 1568. 
She marriecl Robert Payne of Abingdon. to whom. as 

pre\'iously recorded. her brother Thomas I:ranch of 
Abingdon willed the Bull Inn i:-i r6o3. She died 5 De­
cember. 1626. 

A taLlet to the memory of :-Sfartha Branch I'2.yne and 
her husb:md may still be seen in Our Lady·~ ais!e of St. 
lk~en·s (com,~arc Sotc I). 

R0Lc:rt Payne died in rG2S. Hi~ wiiL dated 5 Felirnary, 
rC27-S. ,•:a~ pron:d 3 :\fay. 1628. He li.:ft i,,uc: John 
Payne ( ,o;;,tar, X otc j _I : Ro:icrt Payae. Head ::\fas­
ter of Abin6clnn School. 1C5G-57. Rector of St. Xicholas 
rGG3-1G7G; Richan] Payne. to \Yhom Rohrt l'ayne, 
senior. deeded the I:ull Jnn property upon ,he latter's 
n1arri~~~ in r G2...;.; ·rhotna~ 1 '.:~ync: Fr~nci:-,; I7aynt:; J o::in 
Payne. ,·.-ho married John ::\byoa; and :\bnha l'aync, 
who m:irriecl \\"i1liam Castle. 

The wiil of Robert P::ync. Ecnior. is appcndc:cl: 
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''\\"ILL OF RoI:ERT I'.\!XE OF /\.J;IXGDOX, CO. DERKS, 

GE:ST., D.\TED 5 FED .• 16.:q-8. 

"I desire to be buried in the churchyard of St. Helcn·s 
in AIJingdon . 

.. I give to the mother church of Sarum 5s. 
"I bequeath to my elrlc,;t son John Paine all my free 

land in \\"icktield. lately bought of Henry \\"eale. 
"To my son Robert ii:w. whereof £40 is in the hands of 

my son in law \\"illiam Castle. and £.;o in the hands of my 
son Richard. 

"To my son Thomas £180. to be paid \\"ithin two years 
of my decease. my son John providing him with meat, 
drink and apparel in the meantime. 

··I gfre to my son Francis :::oo quarters of malt and the 
lease of my house btely bought of Richard Yatem:m, 
which is holden of the Corporation of Abingdon, lying in 
Droa<l-strccte. 

"To my son Richard all the years yet to come of the 
mcs.,uagc in the tcrmrc of :\Ir. 111omas Clcmlon, holden 
of the church of St. Xicholas in AIJing<lon. 

"To my son \\"iiliam my term of years yet to come of a 
mcs,:.:age callo.:<l the .-\rmitag<.:. wl::ch I hold of the Hos­
pital of Christ in Abingdon: arni £:::o lnaned om to _ioim 
Fy~iH.T of .. ~\LingL!on: he n1y ~aid son \\-ii!i~n1 ~1~ying £_10 
~piece to the ~aid C:i~t1e anc..I 1-:?1y ::on.s I~ich:ir<l, R .. oJi..:rt, 
Thomas an<l Frauncis. 

H'fo 1ny oldest <laug-htcr Jo~n ;\I:iyott 111y 'Lc~t sih·cr ~:i<l 
gilt salt. 

··To n1y daughter )I~rtha C:i~t1c 111y o~hcr ~il\·cr and 
gilt salt. 

••"To rny son )(._,hn n1y sih·cr <lnd g-i!t pot. ~s hi~ r:.~,,ithcr 
desired. 

'"To the three chi:drcn of \\'iJliam Castle a sih·cr :3p,1011 

apiece. 



66 BRANCH OF ABINGDON 

"I hereby ratify all estates given to my children by my 
late wife. 

•·r give to my son \\"illiarn·s wife my wife·s best petti­
coat . 

.. To my son \\.illiam my mourning gown. with one piece 
of satin now in the hands of \\.illiam Castle. 

-'·To the :\fosters and GO\·ernors of the Hospital of 
Christ in Abingdon £20 to be laid out in land for the put­
ting forth of two poor children a year to be apprentices . 

.. To :.Iartha Branch my wifc·s god-daughter, £5 to her 
marriage. 

"To my son in law John ~fayott the great seal gold 
ring which is in my study. 

''To my sister Herne 20s. a year for life. 
''To my son John :.Iayott a bond wherein one Franklin 

of Standford and his son stand bound to me . 
.. Residuary legatees and executors, my sons John :ind 

Richard Payne. 
"\\'itne,,,es: John :.Iayott, Edward Tompk:n;;, Xichobs 

Penbrooke. 
"Pro,·ed 3 '.\fay 1G28. by Richard Payne. one of the ex­

ecutors. power bein;; reser,ed to the orhcr.''-ARnr­
DE.\CO:-RY OF .CERKS: '.\T; 127. 

IX. r::.-.Rr:.,:i., n:i.,:-.,II. the sixth dau;;hter of \\'illiam 
Branch and Katherine Jenning-s llr:mch. was baptised at 
St. I !clen's, 10 July, 15(,9. 

She :ippcar~ to ha,·e died unmarried. 

X. \\'1u.1.n1 l~R.\XC!f. the fourth :;on of \\'illiam 
Cranch anrl Katherine J cnr.ing, !~ranch, ,,·a, born in r 578. 
He matriculated at X cw Coliege in Oxford in 1 .598 at the 
ag-e oi twe1:ty, for or:c finch in Forster·" .-ll11m11i OxoniclZ­
s:s: 
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"2102. a. Branche, \V-tlliam, of Berks, pleb., New Coll., 
matric. 13 Oct., 1598, aged 20; B. A. 15 April 16o2; 1!. A. 
31 Jan., 16o5-6." 

Also there is the provision in the ,,-ill of \Villiam 
Branch, senior. "for his better maintenance at Ox­
ford'" made in 16o1 to prove that this was the same \Vil­
liam Branch. 

Nothing is known concerning his <iescendants if he, in­
deed. left any. To the present compiler at least the word­
ing of his father's will, already cited, would suggest that 
the younger William Branch h<1d married his cousin 
Frances Smith before 16o2; and that a result of this mar­
riage may quif:t: possibly have been the )fartha Branch 
mentioned in the will of Robert Payne. 

Also he may conceinbly have been the "'illiam Branch 
who died at Frilford. in Berkshire, in r6oti, as previously 
recorded. 

XI. K.nHERIXE EIL\XCH, the seventh <laughter of \Yil­
Iiam Br:mch and Katherine J cnnings Branch, was bap­
tised at St. Helen",,, 21 September. 15S2. 

She appears to have died unmarried. 
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LIOXEL BR.\XCH, the third son of \\"illiam Dranch and 

Katherine Jennings Branch, from whom the Branches 
of \"irginia descend. was baptised at St. Helen's, rS Au­
gust. 1566. It is useless to attempt to disguise the fact 
that, on reaching manhood, he proved himself, or, at 
least in the eyes of his immediate kindred, the black 
sheep of the family. 

His father"s will attests as much. 
To Lionel, "my vnthrifty and disobedient son,'' is 

therein bequeathed merely "my black gown .. ; albeit, even 
to the more obtuse it will be apparent upon consideration 
of \\'illiam :Cranch's will that the testator had so far 
fallen into his dotage as to permit himself to surrender 
all his earthly belongings in fayor of the testator"s oldest 
son. 

:'.\o oyerwhelming lo\·e, one speedily imagines. was lost 
between Thomas :Cranch of Abingdon and Lionel :Cranch, 
his brother. Thus when the former came to make his 
will in r6o3 he bequeathed nothing to Lionel Branch, and 
willed the ..-a!uable Dull Inn property to his brother-in­
law Robert Payne. 

There was at least a reasonalile doubt if this property 
was not. accorJing to the terms of Thomas Branch of 
j ., ::,! •:1 ·, \\ iii. cn,::iiccl to the natural male heirs of Tho­
m::, J:ra1:c·:1 of .\l.,ingt!on. c\nd accorclinr;!y \\'i!Eam 
1 :r:,nc·li. the younger l.,rother, still at Oxford, brought 
suit to up,et the will. the cau;c l>eing decided in fayor 
of Rubert l'ayne in the February of 1603--1-. 
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Tl1at William Branch should have brought this suit 
alone would certainly go to show that Lionel Branch was 
no longer in touch with his family. since as the older of 
the sun-h·ing Lrothcr;; his claim upon the property. if 
entailed. was immensely the stronger. and any action to 
upset the will \,·ould most naturally have been brought 
by him. as the heir at law. 

I:ut Lionel I:ranch had removed to London at least 
seven years before these events. and there is nothing to 
suggest that he ever returned to Abingdon. 

It may reasonably be questioned if the London of 
Queen Elizabeth"s day was the most desirable of environ­
ments for ··,-nthrifty and disobedient"" persons. As Har­
rison. a contemparary of Lionel P.ranch"s. v:rites 

"It is a world to see the costline5se and the curiositie; 
the excesse and the vanite; the pompe and the braverie; 
the change and the varietie: and finallie. the ficklencsse 
and the follie that is in all degrees.""-:\'.\TIL\X DRAKE, 

SHAKESPEARE .\XD His T1TI.ES. II. 6. S7. .And Georgt:s 
Duval records some curious statistics (LoxDRES Au 
TorPs DE SIL\KESPE.\RE, P.\GE 56)-"Alors Lo11drcs .:•a 

appartcnir au.r prostituccs ct au:r ~•olcurs. X oits a.::•ons 
sous lcs ycu:r 1111c cdifiantc statistiquc. Sur 1So.ooo habi­
tants 011 comptc 6.000 fillcs publiqucs ct 42,000 filo11s."' 

In short. it may not be entirely lamentable that the 
main events of Lionel Branch"s existence have never been 
honored by any authenticated record. Of his life in 
London one solitary detail has been preserved-that he 
married there in I 596. 

P:ilinfot ~p.xrh tJr~~ 
The entry as to this -::-.. c:nt was made in the Bishop of 

London"s Office: 



.E.\ST ST. HELE:'I; ~TREET, SIIO\\"J:o.;<.; TO\\'EK \\"JIEJ.:.EIX THE :\I.\STERS 

OF Tl!!,; Fl{.\TI,;l{:-;JT\' \\'El{E C~EIJ TO )Jl,;liT J:-; COC:SCIL. 
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.. Lconell Branch. of London. gent.. and \·alentia 
Sparke. of St. :\Iartin. Ludgate, said city, spinster, 
daughter of -- Sparke. late of said city. draper. de­
cease\!, gen. lie .. 7 July. I 596:·-Loxoox 11.\RRI.\GE L1-
CEXSE.". 1521-1869. EDITED l!Y JosErll FORSTER, P.\GE 174-

Lionel Branch and \·alentia Sparke Branch had issue 
apparently only one child: 

CHRISTOPHER DR.\XCII of "Arrowhattocks·• and •'Kings­
land·' in Virginia. 

~~JI of ~wr..c! ~r:mdr 
Lionel Dranch. according to O1ristopher Branch's Bill 

of Complaint in the Chancery suit hereinafter cited. died 
in rfo5. very shortly after the death of his brother Tho­
mas Dr::mch of Abingdon. 

The wording of this document. in passing. would cer­
tainly convey the impression that. after the death of 
Thomas Branch, Lionel Branch returned to Abingdon 
and entered into possession of the Bull Inn property. 
rcta;ning it u:Jtil his death: but this mo,t certainly could 
not ha\·e been the case. since as has already been recorded, 
the validity of Thomas Eranch·s will had been approved 
in 1(;0.i ar..J the L;ull Inn property secured to Robert 
Payne .. 

And. strictly vie\\'ed. this Bill of Complaint states. after 
all. merely that Lionel I.:ranch acquired in 1602 not nec­
essarily an actual but ~ir.1ply a lawiul possession of the 
dispt: ,eel proi:crty. 

T!iere is. in any cn:nt. no recon.l of Lionel Dranch's 
deat!: or 1.,urial at :\h;ngt '.)TI. and nothing \\'hatc\·cr to 
suj")por: the suppn,ition th..lt be ever re\·isited his birth­
place after 1590. 

1t is ;1ro:):ii1ie t'.1at he died in London in r6o5. 
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There is no record that Lionel Branch left a will, at his 
death about 16o5. It is, in fact, deducible from the word­
ing of Christopher Branch's Bill of Complaint, herein­
after quoted. that Lionel Branch died intestate, as other­
wise this document would have inevitably been intro­
duced. 







CHRISTOPHER BR.'1.::-.CH of "Arro'\\hattocks" and 
"Kingsland" in Virginia was born about I6o2, according 
to his own statement. It is probable that the '"vnthrifty 
and disobedient" Lionel Branch at his death, circa z6o5, 
left to his ,vidow and only child a very small estate, and 
that poverty was the cause of Christopher Branch's 
emigration to the New \\.orld in the hope of bettering his 
fortunes. 

CHRISTOPHER BR.\::-.CH married at seventeen and short­
ly before leaving England 

)L\RY ADDIE, daughter of Francis Addie of Darton in 
Yorkshire. She accompanied Christopher Branch on the 
voyage to Virginia, sailing in the ?-.larch of I6I9-20, as is 
shown in Brancltiana, pages 26 and 105. 

The prcsen·ed notice as to their marriage reads : 

"September 2, I6r9--CHRISTOPHER BRAXCHE, Gentle­
man, and l\Iary Addie. spinster, daughter of Francis Addie 
of Darton, County York, husbandman; :it St. Peter's, 
\Vestcheap, London.''-)!ARRI,\GE LrcEXSES, Loxno:-., 
H.\RLEI.-\X Pt."nLICAnoxs, ,·ou:=-i:r: XX\"I, PART 2::-.D, 

PAGE iS. 

For what is known ccncerning Christopher Branch's 
J.ife in \·irginia consult Bra11cl1ia11a, pages 25-3i-
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In 1632 Christopher Branch returned to England and 
brought suit to obtain possession of the Bull Inn estate in 
Abingdon. 

This valuable property, as already recorded, had been 
·willed in 1565 by Thomas Branch of London to his 
brother \Villiam Branch of Abingdon, with the proviso 
that at \Yilliam Branch"s death it was to go to Thomas 
Branch of Abingdon, the eldest son of William Branch; 
and at the death of Thomas Branch of Abingdon to the 
sons of this Thomas Branch, or in default of male heirs, 
to his daughters. 

Thomas Branch of Abingdon, as already recorded, died 
in 16o.2-3 without children of either sex, and lea;;ng a w:ll 
by which he bequeathed the Bull Inn to his brother-in-law 
Robert Payne of Abingdon. 

Robert Payne had succeeded to the property and in 
1624 had deeded it to his son Richard Payne of Abingdon, 
the first cousin of Christopher Branch ; and it is against 
this Richard Payne that Christophe.- Branch brings suit. 

For at the death of Thomas Branch of Abingdon in 
16o.2-3 his heir at law was his brother Lionel Branch, the 
second brother Richard Branch being then dead without 
issue. 

Lionel Branch's death about 1605 left his son Christo­
pher Branch as the heir at law. 

The Bull Inn had been bequeathed "to William 
Braunche . . . . and to Thomas Braunche his son and 
heir after his decease, and so unto his heirs males for­
ever; and for lack of heirs males, unto his daughters." 

The question, therefore, was whether, according to the 
wording of Thomas Branch of London's will, the Bull Inn 
was entailed to the heirs males of Thomas Branch of 
Abingdon? in which event, Thomas Branch of Abingdon 
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had not the po,Yer to will the property to Robert Payne, 
Lionel Branch being his legal heir. 

William Branch, the fourth brother, had already 
brought suit to test the validity of this will, and the case 
had been decided in Payne's favor, 13 February, 16o3-4-
It is possible that \\"illiam Branch brought this suit as the 
guardian of Christopher Branch, since William Branch 
had n~·er the shadow of any personal claim during this 
nephew's life. 

The pleadings in Christopher Branch's suit are ap­
pended. 

CHAXCERY PROCEEDIXGS, R.EIGX OF CHARLES I: B; JI ; 

34, BIL\:'\"CII VERSUS P.W:'\"E: 

'Bill of Complaint of CHRISTOPHER BR.-\t:XCHE of Har­
rilzattocks iii Virginia, pla11tcr there, wlziclz Clzristoplzer 
Bra1111cl1e is s01111e and lzrire of Lyo1111ell Bra1111cl1e third 
son of William Bra1111cl1e, while he !fr:cd of Abingdon in 
tlze cozmtie of Berks, gent. deceased, a11d 'Zi.'cl1 said William 
Bra1111cl1e ,t•as natural brother a11d lzeyre of Tlzomas 
Brazmche, late 'Z1.•hilc he li.·ed Citi=CII and Draper of 
London, s-..;:om 26 October 1632: 

'"The said THo:-us BJL\t:XCHE ,,·as in his life t)me law­
fully seised in his demeazne as of ffee of and in all that 
rnessuage or tenement scituate in the borough of Abing­
don, sometyrnes an Inne. called or k"Ilown by the name of 
the bull Inne, and being so seised did. in or about the 
rnoneth of Aprill, in the year 1555, make and ordayne his 
last will and testament in these words following, vizt: 

"I allso will and bequeath 1111!0 my natural brother TVil­
Iiam Brazmclze my lzowse called the bu!l !1111c in Abing­
don, and ttnto Thomas Brazmclze his son and hey re af tcr 
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his decease, ai1d soc :into lzis lzcyres males for c.:er, and 
for lack of lzeyrcs males unto his daughters. 

"And shortly after the said \\.illiam (tltc scriz·cncr's 
error; it should of course be Thomas) Braunche the 
testator died, and his said last will was in due form proved 
in the Prerogath-e Court of Canterbury. by ,·irtue of 
which said legacy and devise hee the said \\.JLLIA::I! 

BR.c\1:XCIIE, by and after the decease of the said Thomas 
Braunche. did enter into the said messuage :md thereof 
was lawfully seise<l in his demeasne as of freehold for the 
term of his natural life, with the reversion or remainder 
thereof e:\1)ectant in fee tayle general in and upon the said 
Thomas Braunche his sonne: and hee the said \\'illiam 
Braunche shortly after died soe thereof seised . 

.. By and after v;hose decease the said THOl!:\S 
BR.n:::-cIJE, by virtue of the said devise. into the said tene­
ment cnt--red and was thereof lawfully seised in his de­
measr..: as of fee tayle general. that is to say, to him and 
the heirs males of his boddic lawfully begotten. and for 
default of such issue to the heirs females of his boddy 
lawfully be;;-otte::; and the said Thomas Eraunche about 
three and thirtie years sithen,e died soc tht:rcof seised, by 
and after whose decease one Richard Draunche, being the 
middle brother of the said Thomas I3raunche the tenaunte 
in tayle and of your orator·s father, dying without issue in 
the life tyme of the said \\'illiam Braunche his father. the 
reversion in fee of the said messuage reverted and came 
unto Lyonncll Braunche your orator's father, as right 
hcyre at the Common Law unto the said Thomas t::e 
testator. 

··r:y virtue whereof the said LYo:-::-ELL BR.\t:::-cnE into 
the said tenement entered and was thereof bwiully seised 
in his demeane as of fee; and shortly after, vizt., about 
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seavc:1 and twentie years since, as your orator thinketh, 
the said Lyonnell died. 

"By and after whose decease the said tenement de­
scended and came. as of right the same ought, unto your 
orator and his heyres as sonne and heyre of the said 
Lyonell his said father. 

"But now soc it is. may it please your good Lordshipp, 
(tlze Right Honorable Thomas, Lord Co:·entry, Keeper of 
the Great Seal, to :clzom tlze Bill is addressed) that the 
said Lyonncll dying when your orator was of but tender 
years, about two or three years olJe, (tlzis 'i.,:011ld fi.r r6o2 
as the date of the birtlz of Clzristoplzcr Branch, but it must 
be remembaed, /ze has c.·ery reason to make himself ap­
pear as Joung a11d lzc!pless at tlze time of lzis father's death 
as may be poss:blc) and your orator being transported 
over i:1to ,·irginia in his infancy (tlzis. any lzo'i.,', is most 
adroitly put,· lze :cas. it is true, a minor at tlze paiod 
alluded to. but tlzt 'i.,'ordi;zg certai1:ly 'i.i.'011/d 11ot suggest 
that lzc 'i.,•as a married man tra:·c!i11g in tlzc comfa11y of 
lzis 'i.,ifc). where he hath lived by the space of twch·e or 
thirteen years. and never cold make rctorne into England 
till now very lately. one RrcII.\RD P,\ YXE of Abingdon, 
gentleman. ( com fare .\"otc I). and one \\"1LLI.\:\I D.\X­
l'OSTER of the said townc. mercer. by comi.Jinacon have 
since the death of your orator's said late father. entered 
into the said tenement and have ever since rccci\·ecl the 
rents. y,sues and proffitts thereof to thcire owne u.,;e, and 
have gotten into their hands and possession all the ancient 
deeds. minumcnts and writtings touching and concerning 
the said tenement, and have made divers and sondry 
secrett conveyances the:-cof. 

"By reason whereof they, the said Payne and :Cannister, 
doc now utteriy deny and refuse to deli\·er unto your 
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orator the said deeds, etc., neither ,,.-ill they suffer him to 
enter into the said premisses or to in joy the same. 

•·May it therefore please your good Lordshipp to grant 
his Ma ties most gratious writt of Subpa to be directed unto 
the said Richard Payne and \Villiam Bannister. command­
ing them at a certain day and under a certain payne per­
sonally to appear before your good Lordshipp in his 
l\Iaties High Court of Chancery, then and there upon their 
corporal oathes to answer to the premises; and your poore 
orator shall ever pray for your good Lordshipp's long life 
and increase of much honor."' 

•·TnE PLE.\ A:s.D DE:1rcRRER OF RrcII.\RD PAYXE, oxs: 

OF THE DEFE:--DAXTS, L"XTO TUE BILL OF Co:-,rrL.\IXT OF 

CIIRISTOP!IER BRAt:XCHE, SWORX r6 XO\'E:'o!JlER, 1632: 

"This defendant sayeth that Robert Payne, his father, 
was lawfully seiscd in his demesne as ::,f fee of and in the 
said messuage, and being so seised, in consideration of a 
marri1ge hacl and solempnized between this defendant and 
Suzanna his wife, and for the provision of a joynture for 
this defendant his said wife, he the said Robert Payne and 
Martha his wife, and one John ).fayott of Abingdon, (~c•ho 
had married J oa11, tlze eldest daugllter of Robert Payne; 
compare tlze latter's ~·ill as already recorded) in the term 
of St . .:.Iichael, in the two and twentieth year of the reign 
of our sovereign Lord King James, (tlzat is, i11 October, 
r6z4) in the Court of Common Pleas at Westminster, did 
acknowledge anc! levie one Fine of ye said messuage, by 
the name of one messuage and one garden in Abingdon in 
ye countie of Berk: 

"I:y which Fine they the said Robert Payne and :'lfartha 
his wife and John 11Iayott did acJ..."llowledge the said 
premises to be ye right of this defendant, as yt which this 
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defendant had of the guift of the said Robert, Martha and 
John, to the use of this defendant for term of his life, then 
to the use of the said Susanna for term of her life, then to 
the use of this defendant and his heirs for e\·er." 

"AxswER OF \Vrur.-1.:11 BAxx1sTER, SwoR::s- 16 Nov., 
1632: 

"This defendant sayeth that about the feast o~ the 
Annunciation, r63r, the other defendant, Richard Payne, 
did demise and let unto him one shop and other rooms, 
parcel of the said messuage, for the term of five years." 

X o decree relating to this suit has been discovered. but 
it is probable that it was decided against Christopher 
Branch, as he returned to Virginia shortly aftenvard, 
taking out his first land patent there in 1634- It is not 
known that he ever reYisited England. The only link, be­
tween the year 1631 and the death of Christopher Branch 
in 1682, (compare Note K) which connects him, in how­
ever remote fashion, with England is found in the 

\\'ill of Jonx BLY, dated 3 January, 1662-3, proved 16 
May, 1664, which bequeaths: 

'·To Master Christopher Branch, senior, for writing my 
will one good Hogshead of Tobacco. To Christopher 
Branch. junior, ( tlze third son of Clzristoplzcr Bra11clz of 
"Ki11gsla11d'') for care in sickness ditto in such goods as he 
like of this yeare." Thomas Branch (the oldest son of 
01ristopher Branch of "Kingsland") is one of the wit­
nesses. 

This will ,,·as pro.-ed in Virginia "before the council! 
and the Go\·ernor .. 23 ::\1arch, 1662-3, and an attested copy 
was forwarded to England. (VIRGIXI.A HISTORICAL 
l\1.-.cAzrxE, PAGE 56, Vou;)!E XIII). 
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And indeed had Christopher Branch been successful in 
this Chancery suit and obtained possession of the evidently 
valuable English property involved, it is more than un­
likely that he would have returned to the discomforts and 
dangers of a life in the Virginia of his day. The Branch 
family owes its e:,dstence in Virginia in part to the 
negligent wording of Thomas Branch of London's will, 
but mainly to the "vnthriftiness and disobedience" of 
Lionel B~ch, which caused him. and his son after him, 
to be disinherited of a competence in England. 
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E;...,R.ACT FRO:ll "THE HISTORY AXD AXTIQt"ITIES OF 

THE Coi:xTY OF Sc-RREY," llY REV. OwEx :\faxxrxG, S. 
T. B.. AXD \V:..r. BR.W, VoL. IL-Concerning the former 
<r,,:ner of Peper Harow, Goda/ming, Surrey. In Godel­
minge Hundred, Domesda;• Tab. XII. 

"The same \\"alter (Fitz-Other) and Gerard of Heim 
holds Pipereherge (it was once so written). Alward 
held it of King Edward. Then it was ta.'i:ed for five 
Hides ( five hundred acres) ; now for three Hides. The 
arable land consists of three Carrucates (three hundred 
acres) in <leme$ne, and four Yillans and three Cotars, 
with one Carrucate. In the time of King Edward and 
afterwards it was worth 30s. ( £90). now IOOs, (£300). 

"Oher, or Otho, was living in England in the reign of 
Edward, the Confessor, and probably had a grant of this 
!\Ianor. \\"alter, his son, was Governor of \\"indsor 
Castle and took his surname from thence, which he trans­
mitted to his posterity, the Lords Windsor. 

"\\"illiam de \\"indsor accompanied Richard I into 
Kormandy in r 194, and seems to ha\·e died there, as his 
son \\"alter, who went with him, was possessed of his in­
heritance in the next year. Two years after, \\"alter 
ha\·ing no issue male, by fine levied in Easter term. divided 
with his brother \\"illiam the whole Barony of their 
father. 
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"At what time and to whom this l\Ianor was alienated 
by the family of Windsor is uncertain, but in the reign of 
Henry III we 5nd \VILLI.Ur DE BRAXCHE in possession, 
holding it of the Honor of \\.inclsor. by the service of one 
Knight's fee. And as appears by subsequent records, the 
annual payment of 6s. Sd. in lieu of every twenty-four 
weeks' sen·ice on guard of the Castle of \Vindsor, was 
the quit-rent or firm resen·ed to themselves by that 
family on their alienation of the fee. 

'·In right of this reservation we find it said in an fa. 
quisition taken on the death of Sir l\Iiles \\"indsor, 10 

Richard II, 1388 n. 46, that he died seised of this ).fanor 
(as well as of others in this County), leaving Brian, his 
son and heir by Alice. his wife, daughter of Adam de 
Wymondham, Co. Xorfolk, then fifteen years of age. This 
Brian died in 22 Richard II, r399, so seised, lea\;ng ).files, 
his son wd heir. who died unmarried, and was succeeded 
by his brother Richard. 

•'Richard died 6 Henry \'I, 1428, leaving :'.l,Iiles, his only 
son and heir. After this we find no mention of it in this 
family. but BR.e\XCII and his posterity enjoyed the estate. 

''\\'1LLL\:SI DE BR,\XCIIE and Joan, his wife, had a grant 
of King Henry III of free Warren throughout this l\Ianor, 
which the said Joan pleaded to a writ of Quo Warrants 
brought against her in 7 Edward I, 1279, being then a 
widow. In the same year the Inquest of the Hundred 
presented that Peter de Boxted had free \Varren in this 
Manor, viz. in right of the aforesaid Joan, whom about 
this time he took to wife. 

''ln 2G Edward I, Henry de Gilclford, Lord ).fareschal, 
reco\·ered this ::'lfanor by writ of novel disseizin against Sir 
NICHOLAS DE BR,\XCH, who released all his right therein. 
This Henry in 3r Edward I, r303, obtained a new charter 
of free \\'arren throughout the same. 
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\VILUA~I DE BRA..'-CHE=JOAN --

'-, 
SIR NrcHOL.\S DE BRA-'-CH= --

I 
A:-DRF.W BRA:-CHE= -­
di. 2; Edward III, I 
1353. 

I 
THO~l,\S BRA:-CHE 
di. unm. w Aug" . .34 
Edw. III, 1360. 

1 
I 

ELE:A..'-OR BRAXCHE=RICIIARD 

IDEWYD­
ESw\D.S: ,-

STEPHE..', DE 'YYDESLJ.DE 
ac:t. 30 in 3.; Ed-...·. III. 

Tl:c11 foi!o,i.'S an accow:t of other families, ending 
~.-itlz: ··The interest of these families of Gildford, 
Stoughton and S•anton tl1ough apparently absolute, seems 
to have been as Trustees, or perhaps l\fortgages, 2.s the 
Estate re\·ertcd to the fa..-nily of ERA::--;c:aE. 

"A:mREW :CR.\XCHE died seised thereof ir:: 27 Edward 
III, 1353. le:n·ing Thomas. his son and heir, a mir.o:-, by 
re:ison whereof the King became entitled to the custody 
of the ~Ianor. 

··This l:R.\XCIIE died ur '1arried, 20 Aug-ust 3~ Edward 
III, 136o. leaving Stephen ~on of Richard de Wydcslade 
and Eieanor his wife. deceased, sister of AxDREW 

:CR.\XCilE his cousin and heir, and at that time thirty yea::-s 
of age and up\·,ards." 





The PARISH REGISTERS of the two churches in Abing­
don which antedate the si:ll.1:eenth century have been ran­
sacked in search of any item which might bear upon the 
history of the Br:inch family. 

The registers of St. Xicholas· Church at Abingdon. from 
155S. their earliest date, to 1630, afford no entries contain­
ing the name of Branch. 

The re~;;ters of ~t. Helen"s are. howe\"er, a different 
matter. For the com·enience of the reader their Yarious 
mentions of the name of Branch are herewith briefly col­
late<l. 

(a) The earlier Parish Registers of St. Helen's include 
among the marriages: 

1553: \YrLLI.DI DR.\XCIIE and Elizabeth, daughter of 
John \\"altham. 2 August. 

1583: T!!O~l.\S :CR.\XCIIE and ;.fargaret Coxwell, 21 

May. 

( b) The earlier Parish Registers of St. Helen's include 
among the bapti:-ms: 

1557: Thomas. son of \\"1LLT.DI ER.\XCUE, 29 July. 
1560: Riclnrd. son of \\·1LL1.ur 13RAXCIIE, 16 Sep­

tember. 
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1562: Anne, daughter of \Vruu:u: BRAXCHE, 19 
September. 

1564: Elinor. daughter of \V1uu:u: BR..\XCHE, 20 

October. 
1566: Lioncll, son of \\'rr.r.u:u: BR.-\SCHE, 18 

August. 
1568: ::\Iartha. daughter of \Vrr.trA:I! BR.-\SCIIE, 1 

)fay. 
1569: Barbara, daughter of Wrr.r.r.-1.:11 BRA:S-CHE, 

10 July. 
t5j8: John. son of Jom, BR.-\XCIIE, 3 November. 
1582: Katherine. daughter of :'.\Ir. ER.-\SCHE, 21 

September. 
1583-4: Katherine, daughter of Trro:-.us BR..\XCHE, 8 

February. 

(c) The ea:-lier Parish Registers of St. Helen's include 
among the burids: 

1540-r: A:1IY Er:.\XC!IE, 22 )larch. 
1544: R1cII.\RD B~At:xc, 16 September. 

1545-6: Thomas. son of Er.rz.'l.r:ETII BR.\t:XCII, 12 

February. 
1545-6: l\farian, daughter of Er.S.\IlETII BR.-\USCH, 

2i February. 
1545-6: )forgery. daughter of Er.rzAOETH ER.-\USCHE, 

r6 ::\Iarch. 
1556: Er.rzABETH DR.\XCH. widow, 20 June. 
158o: Jone. wife of Lionell Bostock, high burgess, 

:q June. 
1583-4: Katherine (torn) of Tno:-.us BR.\vXCHE, 27 

February. 
1585: Thomas, son of Tuo:11.'I.S BR.\t:XCHE, 19 

September. 
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1587-8: Alice, servant to :.laster BR,\U::-.cHE, 14 
January. 

r597: Katherine, wife of il!r. WrLLIAl! BRAUNCHE, 
25 August. 

16o2-3: THO:UAS BRAUNCHE, 2 February. 





E.xnt.-\CT FROY THE HERALDS' VISITATIO~ OF O::-:FoRD; 

TAKEX r566.-BEAUFOREST OF DORCHESTER. 

"THO. BE..-\'IJFOREST of Deane in com. Glouc. gent. had 
issue: 

"THO. BEAuFOREST of ... in com. Cornwall, sonne & 
heire, whom. ::\fargarett d. to ... Bassett, and had, with 
other issue: 

"A DAUGHTER (Er.rz . .\BETH,) who m. Richard Braunch 
of Abington in com. Barks." 





E:1."TR..-\CT FRo:-.r Lo::-."Dox CIBXCERY PLEADrxcs. REIG:);' 
OF EuzAr.ETH, BuxoLE 8. Nc:-.rnER 20, PUBLIC REcoRD 
OFFICE: BR.\XCHE VERSUS ADA:11S. 

"In most lzumble u:ysc complay11ing slzc-.. :ct/ze 1111to your 
good Lords/zip yo11r poor & daylic Orator Tno:11.\S 
BR.-\XCHE. 

"That where (whereas) one MARY LECHE wydowe, 
late wyef of Robert Leche Cytizen & Alderman of the 
Citye of Norwich deceased. was seised of and in the Ma­
nor of Widford, alias Widfordburie, in the county of 
Hertford in her demeane as of fee of, which message or 
manor & six acres of land (lieinge next unto Haddam 
Mill within the same ::\Ianor of \Vidford called Branches) 
in & by all the time whereof the memorie of man is not to 
the contrarie have been p'ceel customarie & copyhold land, 
& by all the said tyme have been used & accustomed to 
be letten by the Lord of the same Manor or by the 
Steward of the same by coppie of Court Roll to such 
person or persons as would take the same in fee simple 
free taile for terme of life or for term of yeres to hold 
at will of the Lord of the said Manor. 

"And the said Marie Lea~1 so being seased of the said 
Manor, at a Court holden at the same Manor about 20 

yeares now past, by her Steward of the same :Manor for 
that time being did demise & grant the sayd messuages & 
six acres of land unto your sayd Orator To have the same 
p'misses with the appurts unto the same (for) your sayd 
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Orator & his heires at the Lords ,,;n, after the customc 
of the sayd :Manor . 

.. By force whereof your Orator paid his fine for the 
same. & was thereunto _admitted tenant. and was thereof 
seased in his demean as of fee, according to the custome 
of the sayd 2'.fanor. & the issues & profitts thereof did 
lawfully perceive & take accordinglie. 

··so it is if it shall please your good lordship that one 
RonERT AD.U!ES yeoman have (has) purchased the fee 
simple of the said ?IIanor of \Vidford & is thereof seased 
in his demean as of fee. & that your sayd Orator hath 
casuallye lost his copy of the said Court Rolle whereby 
it maye or might appear at what Court & time the said 
demise & grant of the p 'misses were made unto him. 

"And also the Court Roll out of which the said Coppie 
was taken is likewise come into the hands & possession 
of the said Robert Adams, & thereupon the sayd Robert 
Adams & one WILLTA:I! AD.nrES (being his 1-..;nsman) & 
one RonERT \\'.\LSTO~ preceving that your sayd Orator 
had not his coppie to show for the maintenance of his 
title, of their extort power & might, without any manner 
of cause or forfryture done by your sayd Orator, & con­
trarie to any cu8tome heretofore used in the same ?IIanor, 
have wrongfullie entreJ into the said customarie p"misses 
as ( of) your said Orators. & have not only unjustly ex­
pulsed him thereof. but also <lo wrongfully detayn & kepe 
the possession of the same from your said Orator con­
trarie to all right equitie & consiens. 

'"And for as much as your said Orator is but tenent by 
Coppie of Court Roll unto the say<l Robert Adams, he 
hath no or<linarie rcmc<lic for rcdresse of the same 
p"rnisses by the order of the Comrnr n Lawe of this 
reab~c. & so ,hall be di,inherited of tl,e said p"misses to 
the utter uncioi:1;::-c oi your !':ii<l Or:-:or for e\·cr unlesse 
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your good lordshipes favor be showed to him in this be­
halfe. 

'"In tender consideracon whereof yt may please your 
good Lordship. the p·misses considered. to grant the 
Queens :\Iaiesties writt of subpena to be directed to the 
sayd Robt. Adams & \\"m. Adames & Robert \Yalston, 
coman<ling them & eyther of them by the same personaly 
to appeare before the Queene our So\·ereigne Ladie in 
her most honorable Court of Chauncerie at a certain day 
& upon a payne certeine by your Lordshipp to be limited, 
& then and there to make answer to the say<l p"1r:!<ses. & 
to st:mcl & obey all such orders & direccon;: in the same 
p"mysse:; as by yo:;r good Lorclshippe shal be tho·.ighc 
most reasonable according to right equitie & justice. 

··And your said Orator shall dayly pray to Almightie 
God for the prosperity & estate of your Lordshipp long 
to endure.'" 

TnE .\:s:swER of Ror:ERT AD.\::lrs & Ro1:ERT \\
0

,\LSTO:-. 

cfrfts to the bi!! of co:nplai11t of Tltomas Bra;zc!zc comp!. 

•·The saiclc defendants sayin (say) & eYery of them 
saieth that the said bill of complt is exhibited against them 
of malice & eYi!i will to the intent to put them to gret 
e.xpcnce,. costs & charges in the !awe and groundetl upon 
no justc c~t!~c or n1attcr. 

··.-\s he t:1is-( Thom.::s Branch of course, but c bla11k 
i11 the orivina!) hathc <lone heretofore by son·ing of the 
same R,JiJert Adams & others with a subpcna. & neYer 
putt in any ii:!! ior the s:unc. whereupon they had 30/ 
costs ;:iwa,(,cd them. but could gett no penny thereof for 
that thi5 Comp. i5 noughte worthe. 

··\\"che thes <lcicn<l:mts prayen (fray) may be consid­
ered l,y thi:; honorable C..mrtc before they lie putt further 
to answer. 
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.. & if the matters therein contayned were true, as they 
are not. yett arc they mc:-ely determinable at the common 
law, & not in this Honorablt.: Courte. 

"\\11ereunto this (these) deft, prayc & e\'CI)" of them 
preieth to be remitted either with their resonable costs, 
charges & cxpences by them sustained in this wrongfully 
(brought) suet. 

"Xc\·erthelcss, if by order of this Honorable Courte 
they shall be compelled to answer them the advantages of 
exception to their sufficiency of the said bill, no'iv & at 
all times hereafter saved & rcfired (referred) for an­
s were and playne declaracon of the trothe, they saye that 

••If the same :.Iary Leche, seised of the saide ::\fannor 
of Widfor<l menconed in the saide bill ~f complt., at a 
courte holden at the said :-.iannor about 20 yeares paste, 
did demise & grant the said messuage & sixe acres of 
Jan<le unto this Compt. in suche manner & fonne as in 
the said bill of complaint is alleged, & that by force 
thereof this Complt. paide his fyne for the same. & was 
thereunto admitted tenant, & was thereof scised in his 
demeasne as of fee, according unto the custome of the 
said :.Iannor, & tooke the issues & proffittes thereof 
accordinglie, 

"Yett bathe this compt. no cause of complaint in this 
Honourable Court nor else where, for that longe after 
(that is aboute II years past) this Complt. for the some 
of £22 to him lawfullie paide by the same William Adams 
one of these clefts, wch was more than the same was 
worthe or than any other wolde give for the same, sur­
rendered the same messuage & other p'misses into the 
hands (of) one John Eliatt & Harry Waighte, two of 
the copie-holders tenants of the said ::'rfannor, to that en­
tente that they at the nexte courte then to be holden 
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within the s:iide :.fannor should surrcri<!cr the same to 
the use of the same \\'iiliam Adams & his hcirc;; accord­
ingc unto the customc of the same :,I:mnor: wch was 
done & prosecuted accordingiie. & the same \\"illiam 
Adams aclmittecl tcn:int accordinge unto tI1e custome of 
the same :\Ianor. 

"& afterwanls the same \\'illiam Adams upon good & 
grctc consiclcracon surrenclcrcd the same unto the same 
Robert :\clams one other of these <lefts .• by force whereof 
he the said Robert Adams entred thereunto. & the issues 
& proffitts thereof hathc recch-ed & taken. as well & 
lawfull (it) is for him to doe bothe by law & conscience. 

"Without that (Tlzc defendants dcl!y) that this deft. 
or any of them of their extort power or might without 
any ma:mer or forfeiture clone i.iy this complt. have 
wrongfullie entred unto the said messuages & other prem­
isses or ha\·e unjustely expluse(! him thereof or \Hong­
fu!Ee clcteync & kecpe the s:imc from this compt .. for thi• 
complt. upon his saicl surrender & bargaine-(a bla11k 
here: "with'' probably omitted) the same \Villiam :-\clams 
willinglie departecl from the same as resone & conscience 
would. 

"':\nd without th:it (.-Jud tlzc dcfc11da11ts CCI!_\') that any 
other thing or matter matcriall or effccteual conteinccl in 
the said bill of complainte worthie to be answered unto 
(laid) to (the) charge ( of) this cleft. or any of them & 
here in this answer not fully confessccl & avoiclecl. tra­
versed or denied is trewe; all wch matters thes cleft. & 
every (one) of them arc & will be redie to ;n·err & prove 
as this Honorable Court shall awarcl. & preycn as before, 
etc." 

"TuE REPLIC\TIOX of Tno~I.\S ER.\XCIIE complay11a11t 
to tlzc a11s;.;,•cr of Rl')bcrt Adames & Robert TValston def ts. 
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"The said Compl. for replication saithe in all & every 
thinge as he before in his said bill of complaint hath said. 

"And furcler cloth averre & maintaine his said bill of 
complaint in all & eYerything ( of) matter & cause therein 
contayned to be good. just & true in suche manner & 
forme as the same been (arc) therein already sett forth 
& declared. 

"\Yithout that ( Tlzc complai11a11t denies) that ye said 
bill of complaint is exhibited against the said deft. of 
malice or eYill will or ,,·ithout any good cause or that ye 
matters therein contayncd arc detcm1inable at the Com­
mon law or that the said deft. ought to be dismissed. 

"& without that (And t/zc co111p!ai11a11t denies tlzat) the 
said Compt. in consideracon of £2z did surrender the said 
p'misscs unto the hands of the said Jorrx ELLJOTT & 
HEXRY \',RIGIIT or (for) any such use, entcnt or purpose 
as in the answer is untrucly alleged. 

"Or that the said \\'m. Adams ,,·as admitted tcn't 
thereunto according to the custome of the said :\Iannor 
or that the said \\'illiam Adams did or lawiully could 
surrender tbe same unto the said RoLcrt Adams one of 
the said <lefts. 

··Or that the said Robert Adams did or lawfully could 
lea the same to the said Robert \\'alston or that the said 
comp1t. clcp't. from the same willingly, as in the said an­
s\\·cr is untrewly suggested. 

":\nd without that (..-1,:d t/zc comp!aina11t denies) that 
any other matter or thing material or cfkctuall in the said 
ans,·.-er con.ayned to be replied un!o, & (in) this repli­
cation before not sufficiently confessed & an,ydcd, or else 
tranrsccl & denied. is true; ail ,,·ch matter,: the said 
com;1lr. is red,Iy to an·er & pro'.·e as this Honorable 
Court shall awardc, & prayeth as he before in his said 
bill hath prayed." 
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''TIIE RE~r.wxoER of RonERT ADA:llES & Ror:T. \VAL­

STo:-: to the rep!ica!io11 of Tlzomas Bra11clze, complt. 
"The said <lefts. for rcjoynder saien (say) & every 

(one) of them saicth as before in their answere they have 
saide, that is, that this compt. did surrender the premisses 
in such manner & fonne as in the said answer is truly 
sett forth & declared. 

--\\'hereby if he hadd any righte or title at all the same 
was lawfullie com·eycd away from him, & that upon good 
considcracon, for that ther was more money paide to this 
Compt. f0r the same than the p'misses were worthe. 

--& further sayen (say) that the said p'misess were & 
arc lawfullie com·eycd unto this deft. in such manner & 
fonnc as is in the said answer declared. 

"\\"ithout that (The defe11da11ts deny) that any tl1inge 
or matter material! or effectual! to be rcjoyned unto 
in the sai<l bill or replication & here in this rcjoyndcr not 
before sufficiently confessed & m·oidcd. either else tra­
versed or denied, is trcwe; all wch matters, etc." 





E::-.."TR.-\CT FRO~ "BRAXCII FA~lLY HISTORY," 1:1.· A. E. 
PAt."LSOX, PAGES I AXD 2. 

":'-.lore than two centuries ago ... England was 
growing jealous of her colonies, and decided to stop emi­
gration. Therefore, in 163S, when eight ships ,•;ere pre­
paring to sail for America, laden with supplies and pas­
sengers. it was reported that they were to be detained. 
The captain of one of these ships, called the "Castle," 
hearing the report, hastened his passengers aboard and 
set sail before being officially detained. 

"Among the passengers on board this ship was PETER 
BR.\XCH of Holden. Kent county, England, a carpenter, 
born there in 16o1; his wife, Elizabeth Gillame, ,vhom he 
married January 13. 1623, and their son John. On the 
journey from England Peter Branch died on shipboard, 
leaving the son. John, to the care of his mother. He also 
made his will, it is recorded, in Boston, Mass., first book 
of Suffolk wills, page 16; dated June 16, 1638. It is 
supposed they landed, on reaching the shores-of the New 
vVorld, at Scituate, :Mass. 

"Jonx BR.,xcrr, son of Peter and Elizabeth, who was 
left an orphan by the death of his father on shipboard, 
was born in 162S, probably in High Holden, Kent, Eng­
land. (It is 11otc--..r.rortlzy tlzat High Holden stands u:itlzin 
scr,•en miles of Headeom, -:.1.'lzere his suppos1:d great-grand­
father, another J 0/111 Branch, as already recorded, lia,d 
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settled.) He died at Marshfield. :.!ass., 17 )fay, 17u. 
He had married, 6 December, 1652, Mary Speed, the 
daughter of --- Speed, of Marshfield, :.!ass. 

"To them were born six children: 
.. Jonx, b. 1654; k-illed at Rehoboth, :'.\!ass., in 1676, in 

King Philip·s \Var. 
"ELIZABETH, p. Oct. 14, 1655; married June 22, 1677, 

Abel Cook of Preston, Conn. 
"PETER, b. ::O.Iay 28, 1659; married Hannah Lincoln. 
'·Tno::.rAs, b. Feb. 18, 1661-2; died 1683-4 at Boston, 

Mass. 
'·::O.IERCY, b. Nov. 28, 1664; married Ebenezer Spooner. 
"EXPERIENCE, died Nov. 28, 1669; married Lydia--, 

who died ?\ov., 1699." 
"PETER ERAXCH, fourth child of John and :.fary, born 

May 28, 1659; died Dec. 27, 1713. He was born on 
Branch Island, eight miles north of Plymouth Rock. 
Occupation. farmer. \\'hen 21 years of age, he went to 
Taunton. :.Iass., where, in about r6Sr, he married Han­
nah <laughter of Thomas Lincoln. born in Taunton, 
l\Iarch 15, 1665; died in Preston, Conn., Jan. 16. 17.µ; 
buried there. They went from Taunton, :.1ass .. about 
16S2, to Xorwich, Conn., where he bought the Dranch 
Hill property of Oraneco, Sachem of the :.lohegan 
Indians . 

.. A copy of the original deed is in the possession of 
the family of :\lrs. R. Dranch Follett of Hartford. Conn. 
It has the signature of the chief; his mark was a drawing 
of a turkey. In this deed the property is described as 
'Skunk hun6 amuck hill.· ·· 

PETER BRAXCH and HAXXA!l LrxcoLx Bruxc1r (a 
great-aunt to the President uf the L"nited States dur-
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ing the war between the United States and the Confed­
eracy) had issue: 

MARY BRANCH, born 28 June, 1685. 
HANNAH BRANCH, born 12 July, 1688. 
Euz..,nETH BRA.-..cH, born 15 March, 1591-2. 
JOHN BRANCH, born 31 :March, 1694, who married 

Martha Williams. 
THOMAS BRANCH, born 25 December, 1698, died I No­

vember, IjjS, at Preston, Connecticut, who married Zip­
porah Kinnie. 

SA:MUEL BRANCH, born 2 September, ljOI, who mar­
ried Anne Lamb. 

SARAH BRANCH, born 16 September, Ii04-
JosEPH BRA::-cH, born 20 September, IjOj, who mar­

ried Zerviah Tracy. 

From Peter Branch and Hannah Lincoln the Branches 
of New England trace their descent. It is reputed, also, 
that an Arthur Branch emigrated to Connecticut, and a 
William Branch settled in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
before 1640. 





E.'\."TRACT FRO)! "THE V ISITATI0X OF BERKSHIRE, ANNO 

1566, M.\DE IlY \VILLIA?J: HARVEY, EsQR., ALIAS CL.-\REN­
CEULX, K1::-G AT AR!-IS-1566, TOWN OF ABINGDON. 

"Arms-Vert, a cross pato11cee bct-..vcen four crosses 
pattccs or. 

"These are the Armes apperteynynge and belonging to 
the :Mayor Bayllyffs and Burges~es of the Towne and 
Boroughe of Abendon in the countie of Berks. 

•·And at this my psent vysycacon was Jeames Ffysher 
Mayor, Robert Erle Leyceter knighte of the moste honor­
able order of the garter, Mr. of her Maiesties horsse, 
and one of her highnes pvye Councell, highe Stewarde of 
the saide towne and boroughe of Abendon. 

·'John Yate Esquire Recorder, Rycharde l\fayott, 
Rycharde Smythe, Humfrey Bostoke, Thomas Orponde 
and \\"1LLI.\!-I BR.\UXCIIE burgesses and late :Mayors. 

"John ffysher and Leonel! Bostoke Bayllyffs John Mayo 
Chambleyne and John Pudsey town Oarke. 

•·In wytnes whereof, &c." 

Compare HARLEIAN l\1S. 586i, Fouo 123. 





AnRIDGEll:E::--r FROM S?JrTH's COPY OF THE 1566 Vrsx-
TAT1ox OF BERKSHIRE: MS AsIIlIOLE 852, PAGES 22-23. 

SIR OuvER DE BOSTOCK, anno ro66, bad issue: 

Hi;GII BOSTOCK, who bad issue: 

RICHARD Bosrocx, who had issue: 

RoGER BOSTOCK, who had issue: 

SR GrLnERT Bosroc:i-, who bad issue: 

R.\Xt:LPH DE BOSTOCK, who married :Margaret, daugh­
ter and heir to \Varren de Vernon, Baron of Shipbroke, 
and had issue: 

SR \VARREX BosTocK. who married Hawise. sister and 
co-heir to Randulph, third Earl of Chester and Lincoln, 
and widow of Robert de Quinci, Earl of Lincoln. and 
had issue: 

SR RALPH, ALIAS SR HE:-;RY, DE BosTOCK, who mar­
ried Eleanor. <laughter and heir to ---- Poole of 
Cheshire. and had issue: 

SR '.V1LLIA1r DE BoSTOCK, who married Elizabeth, 
daughter to Hugh, Lord Aud1ey, and had issue: 

SR EDWARD BosToc:K, who had issue: 

SR ADAlt BosTOCK-"Sr Adam Bostock was knighted 
by King Edw. I at the Conquest of Scotland"-who mar­
ried Jane, daughter of Sr \Villiam Brereton of Brereton, 
and had issue : 
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SR \VILU,\M BOSTOCK-"Sr \Villiarn Bostock was 
knighted at the Conquest of France by King Edw: 3''­
who married the daughter and heir of Sr Richard \\'m­
nington, and had issue: 

SR ADAM BoSTOCK-"knighted at the Battle of :Naza­
ret in Spain by the Black Prince"-who married Mar­
gery, daughter and heir to John Whetnall, alias Kingsley, 
and had issue: 

SR ADA~,I BoSTOCK-"knighted by King Richard 2nd, 
and after at his own House King Hen. 4 gave him the 
Antelop to his Crest"'-who married J enet, daughter of 
Sr Henry Bradshaw, and had issue: 

SR RALPH BoSTOCK-"J..-nighted at the Battle of Agin­
court by King Hen: 5"'-who married Is«bel, daughter 
and heir to \Villiarn Lawton, and had issue: 

SR ADA!,I BOSTOCK, killed at the Battle of Blore Heath, 
anno q59. time Henry VI. ,vho married Elizabeth, daugh­
ter and heir to Hugh Venables. Baron of Kinderton, and 
had issue: 

KrcnoL.\S BOSTOCK of Modburley in Com: Cestriae, 
( of .1fo!.Jbc-rlcy in Clu:sl:irc). who married Katherine, 
daughter and co-heir to Sr \Villiam Moburley. and had 
issue: 

Ht:"GH BOSTOCK of Eclgarlcy in Cheshire. who married 
Jone, daughter and co-heir to John Del heath of O1urton 
heath in Com: Cestr: (in tlze County of Chester). and 
had issue: 

GEORGE BOSTOCK of O1ilds Arcoll in Com: Salop. who 
married Jone, daughter to John Horne of Childs Arcoll, 
and had issue: 

Jo:-.c BOSTOCK, who married William Jennings, and had 
issue: 
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Tnol!.\S JExxrxcs, who married Alice, daughter of 
(Richard) Bright of Collen, and had issue: 

K,THERIXE JExxrxGS, who married William Branch of 
Abingdon. 

It is interesting to note that the Bostocks of Berkshire 
had two coats of arms, sometimes used separately and 
sometimes quartered. As thus : 

Quarterly rst a11d 41/z, sable, a helmet argent; 211d and 
3rd, sable. a f esse lzumettcc argent. Crest. an antelope 
argent, attired or. 

Branches of this distinguished family settled in 
Cheshire at Barton, Belgrave. Churton, Mobberley, Moul­
ton and Tattenhall; and in Surrey at Tandridge. 

The Hawise de Quinci, mentioned in the preceding 
pedigree, who married lZnd) Sir \Varren Bostock, was a 
descendant of 

RoGXWALD, Earl of l'.fore in Nonvay (circa Ss)o), who 
had issue: 

ROLF G.\:-GER, or ROLLO, first Duke of Normandy, who 
had issue: 

\\

0 1LL1.,:-r OF THE LoxG SwoRo, Duke of Xormandy, 
who had issue: 

R1cH.\RD TIIE FE.\RLESS, Duke of Kom1andy, who had 
issue: 

RrcII.\RD THE Gooo, Duke of ;'\'ormandy, who had 
issue: 

RonERT TUE DEYIL, Duke of Kormandy, who had 
issue: 

l\L-\RGARET, who married Richard-goz, Viscount of Au­
veranche, and had, with other issue: 
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MAtJD, who married Ralph de Meschines, and bad 
issue: 

RAxULPH DE MEScHINES, Vicomte Bayeu.~ in Nor­
mandy, crt>,ated Earl of Chester at the decease of his first 
cousin Richard de Abrincis, second Earl of Chester, who 
married Lucia, widow of Roger de Romera, and daughter 
of Algar, Earl of Chester, and had issue: 

RAXULPH DE MESCBINES, Earl of Chester, died rr53, 
who married l\faud, daughter of Robert, Earl of Glou­
cester, natural son of King Henry I, and had issue: 

HuGH KEVELIOK, (born in l\Ierionethshire), who mar­
ried Bertred. daughter of Simon, Earl of Evreux, in ~or­
mandy, and had issue: 

HAWISE DE ::\fESCHINES, who married (1st) Robert de 
Quinci, Earl of Lincoln, and (2Ild) Sir Warren Bostock. 

Compare Burke's "Exnxcr PEERAGES," page I; pages 
346-350. 

The Lucia de Romera, mentioned in the preceding pedi­
gree, was a descendant of 

ALFRED THE GREAT, who married Elswitha, daughter of 
Ethelred, Ealderrnan of :Mercia, and had issue: 

EnIELFLED.\, died 920, who married Ethelred, Duke of 
Mercia, and had issue: 

ELFWI:-A, who. after being dispossessed of her terri­
tories, married a \\'est Sa.,on nobieman, and had issue: 

ALGAR, Earl of l\Iercia, who had issue: 

LUCIA, who married (1st) Roger de Romera, Earl of 
Lincoln, and (2nd) Ranulph de Meschines. 

Compare "AlrERICANS OF ROYAL DESCENT," page 253. 



THO:l!AS JEXNIXGS and Alice Bright Jennings had 
issue: 

Jc.•,SE ]Exx1::,;cs, who married Thomas Smith, who 
was :Mayor of Abingdon in 153+ 

THOMAS JENNIXGS. 
\VzLLIA:'.I! ]EXNIXGS. 
RICHARD JEx::,.IxGs. 
K\THERIXE]EXXIXGS, who married \Villiam Branch of 

Abingdon. 
A DAt,;GHTER, who married (rst) --- Stilman, and 

(2nd) -- Cokswell. 

Tuo:1us SMITH anti Joane Jennings Smith had issue: 
SIR THO:l!AS S:1nn1, who graduated from Christ 

Church, Oxford, becoming Public Orator in 1582, Proctor 
in 1584; then secretary to the second Earl of Essex, and 
clerk to the Privy Council in I 58i; member for Parlia­
ment for Cricklade in 1588-9, for Tamworth in 1593, for 
Aylesbury in I59i-8; in I59i clerk of Parliament, in 
place of Anthony \Vyckes, alias Mason; in 1599 sent to 
summon the Earl of Essex before the Privy Council ; 
knighted by James I and made Latin secretary, master of 
requests, &c.; buried at Fulham, where there is a monu­
ment of him; and left bequests to the Bodleian Library 
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a..Tld to Abingdon. He married Frances, <laughter of \Vil­
liam Bruges. Lord Bruges. 

R1cH.\RD S:urTH, .. a captaine.,, and presumably the "un­
natural father .. alluded to in the will of William Branch 
of Abingdon. 

\VILLI.-\:U SMITH. 
JoHx SMITH, reader at Abingdon St. Nicholas, No. 

1583. 
ELE,\XOR S::.tITH. 
ALICE S:i.rITH. 



This tablet, of black slate framed in marble, is affixed 
to a pillar in St. Helen's aisle to the right of St. Helen's 
main altar. It displays two clasped hands with the motto 
"N cc morti dfr:isi"; and for the rest reads : 

"Dcpositum sui in spcm rcsurrcctionis. 
Huie tcrrac crcdiderimt 

"Robcrtus Payne 
De villa de Wanting 
Orfrmdus 

"1'.fartha, u.ror eius, 
filia Gulicl Branch 
de Abindzm 

Vir Foemina 
Rcligionc, fide, Probitate Pietate, Pudicitia cultu 
Antiquis lngenuis 
Ob vitiaeintegritatc( ?m) & Animo ( ?Dilecta) 
Candidos Mores Banis bi Virgum Obsequenti 
Omnibus Mi,ltum In Prolem, Pro1:ido 
Dilectus bi Egcnos, Fragili 
Praetoris Officia, in Hoc In Omnes 
Oppido Quatcr Funct. Benigno 
Vi.rit Ann LXXV Vi.rit Ann. LVII 
Obiit II/I ID Fcbr. Obiit V. ID Decemb. 
Anno, A Partu Virg 
MDCXXV// 

Anno, A Partu Virg. 
MDCXXVI. 

Robcrtus Payne, filius 
P.M.P. 

The circumstance of the tablet's displaying no armorial 
bearings, in the light of later events, is fairly significant. 
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For some years later Robert Payne, erector of the tablet, 
and the oldest son of Robert Payne and Martha Branch 
Payne, claimed the privilege of bearing arms-a symbol 
in those days of gentility-but, his right to this honor 
being e,,;dcntly contested, was put to the necessity of 
entering a disclaimer of this privilege at the Heralds' 
Visitation of Berkshire in 1665. 

It would seem apparent that Martha Branch married 
somewhat beneath her. 



\VrLL OF Jonx P,wxE OF AmxGDOx, co. BERKS, wOOL-
LE!-.-ORAPER, DATED 25 JULY, j CilARLES L (163r.) 

"To be buried in the parish church of St Helen's. 
'·To the poor of Abingdon £5. 
"To my wife my house in Abingdon and my freehold 

land in weekfield or elsewhere in said county, with my 
leasehold land in county Oxon, and at her decease to my 
son John. 

"To my son John and my daughter Joan £100 and £zoo 
respecth·ely. to be put forth by my executors for the in­
crease of their portions; and my wife shall have £15 
yearly for four years for the bringing up of my said two 
youngest children. 

--~Iy wife shall proc-.ire a certain bond wherein I stand 
bound to ~Ir. Jonas Hill my father in law, conditioned to 
make my wife a join:ure. '.o the effect it may be cancelled. 
And if my wife or father in law go about to take any 
benefit of the said bond. then I declare the legacies above 
made to my said son and daughter to be ,·oid, and I give 
my house and land to my daughters ~Iartha and Eliza­
beth Paine. 

·To my sii,: daughters £300 apiece at 18. 
•·J desire my brother Robert Paine to take upon him­

self the bringing up of my saicl daughters. and I will they 
shall haYe all the silnr spoons gh·en ~hem by their ,;od­
fathers and godmcd1ers. 
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"To my goddaughter Anne Mayott two silver spoons. 
"To my father in law Mr. William Lee, my brother in 

law Mr. John l\Iayott and his \\;fe, and to William Castle 
and his wife, 20s. apiece to buy them rings, and the like 
to my brothers Robert, Richard, William, Thomas and 
Fraricis. 

"Executors, my brothers Robert, Richard and William 
Paine. 

"To my servants George Bartholomew and \Villiam 
Willis £8 apiece . 

.. To my maid Agnes Hauks £3. 
•·To my cousin Joan Cake 4 
"Overseers, my father in law Mr. \Villia.'ll Lee and my 

brother in law John Mayott. 
"Witnesses: James Heron, John Richardson, George 

Bartholomew, William Willis. 
"Proved I2 Oct., 163I, by the executors named."­

ARcHDEACOXRY oF BERKS: M; 255. 



Since the interesting will of Christopher Branch of 
"Kingsland" has never, so far as the compiler's knowl­
edge extends, been printed in its entirety, it appears not 
unadvisable to reproduce the document herewith: 

"In the name of God, Amen; the twe11tieth of June 
1678, I, Christopher Branch of Kingsla11d iii the county 
of Henrico, being in yeares & memory, praises be to god, 
doe make this my last will and testament as f ollO'"JJcth: 

"Item, I give my body unto the earth from whence it 
came and my soule unto my saviour Jesus Christ, who 
bath bought it with his most pretious Blood. 

"Item, I give unto my sonne Thomas Branch my great 
Copper Caetell and a Book called Ursinis Catucis ( ?"Dr 
Ursinis Catulis"="Concerning Bear Cubs," a treatise 
which, if still existent, is unknO'"JJn to the present compiler; 
yet compare OVID, METAMORPHOSEO!',, LIBER XV. LINE 
379), and I doe confirme the two hundred and forty 
acres of land that I have given him by deed of gift for­
merly. 

"Item, I give unto my granson Christopher Branch all 
the land betweene the River and the long slash, begining 
at proctcrs Creeke mouth, and run upward on the river 
to the pine tree that parts my land and my sonn Thomas, 
and from proctor Creek at the lower end of (the) long 
slash on the inside of the slash runing up·ward to my sonne 
Thomases land, unto him and his heirs males forever; 
provided that he shall help to build for his Brother Sam-
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uell ( a house of) four lengths of boards, every length to 
be five foot, with the help of the Negroe and Joab, if 
they live till Samuell be of ability to help and to seat it, 
and to help him to clear a corne field sufficiently fenced 
to keep out hoggs and Cattle. 

··Item, I give unto my gransonne Samuell Branch, all 
the land that lyes betweenc the long slasl-. and the bottome 
called by the name of Jackes bottome, begining at proctors 
Creek and runing upwards to my sonne Thomases land, 
to him and his heirs forever; provided that he ,\;th the 
help of Christopher and the Negroe and Jobe, if it please 
gocl they live, doe build Benjamine one house of four 
lengths of board. every length of boards to be five foot 
long. & Ocar and fense him a corne feild as much as they 
doe for Samuell, wth his help when he shall be able to 
scate it. 

"It: (Item) I give unto my gransonne Benjamin 
Branch all the land that lyes between J ackes bottome and 
proctor Creek and runing upwards to my sonne Thomases 
land. to him and his heirs l\lales forever. 

•·rt is my will that 01ristop. doe gh·e unto Samuell and 
Benjamine six locus (locust) posts and two im (elm) 
posts when they shall build them their dwelling houses 
if they can find non on their owne ground. 

··rt is my will that if any of these Christop., Samuell 
and ("'and'' deleted) or Benjamine. doe dye before they 
come to the age of one-antwenty years then they ( tlzcir) 
land shall retume to the next Brother and the goods that 
they shall have out of my Estate after my decease. 

··It is my will. that, after my dcscase, my sonne Thomas 
shall pay unto Christop. the rent tllat shall be due unto his 
Matie yearly for his two hundred and forty acres of land 
when it shall be demanded, likewise Mr. Gowe,, and Sam­
uell and Benjamine when they shall seat their land. 
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"It is my will that neither Samuell nor Benjamine go 
cf the plantacon, but (they are) to live with :,.--thopher 
and to have housing and ground, and to ,vorke together 
till they be able to seate their owne land, unless they be 
willing to goe of themselves. 

"It is my will that my part of Jobes labour soe long as 
he hath to serve shall goe to mainetaine Samuell, Benja­
mine and Sarah, and (that) the halfe of the Negroes 
labr goe to mainetaine them . 

.. It is my will that the Cartway be not stopt up nor 
altered that now is to goe into the ,voods for Timber or 
for fire "'oode, but to have a Oear passage .. 

·'It is my will that William and John Branch shall have 
liberty to fish or fowle in the Creekes or swamp. If 
Christop. shall refuse to help to build and clear for Sam­
uell and Benjamine as I have set downe in this my will, 
then he shall pay six hundred pounds of tob::iccoe to Each 
of ,hem: and if Samuell shall refuse to help Benjamine to 
built (sic) and Clear. as I have set downe in this my will, 
then he shall pay to Benjamine six hundred pounds of 
tobaccoe. 

··It: (Item) I gh-e unto Thomas Jefferson one hogshead 
of tobaccoe of four hundred pounds ,veight, whome I 
make wth my gramonne Christop. Er:ineh my full and 
sole Exetrs of this my fast will and testamt, and I desire 
them to sec my will truly pformcd. 

":\ly debts and legacies being paid and buriall dis­
charged, all the rest of my Estate I give unto my gran­
sonne Christop. Branch. and Samuell and Benjamine and 
Sarah and :\fary Branch. the \Vife of Tho: Jefferson, to 
be equally divided among them. 

"\\"itnesse my hand and scale the day and year above 
written. Signed, CHRISTOP. BR.:\XCH. (Sealed with 
red wa.--.;:.) 
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"Signed & sealed and delivered in the prsents of us: 
Abell Gower, Richard Ward. Proved in Court by the 
oath of 7'.Ir. Abell Gower & Mr. Richard Ward, \.Vitnesses 
to the Same, this twentieth day ffebry, at Varina (for the 
County of Henrico) and in the year 1681-2. Test. Wm. 
Randolph." 



F ACSI:MILE p AGE FROM THE. CARTt.i"L.ARY OF THE FRA­

TERNITY OF THE HOLY C:11.0ss: FRo::."TISPIECE. 

A transcript of this, with the abbre\;ations expanded, 
is given here for the reader's convenience. 

Transcriptum ac de -::crbo in -::crbum vcrmn exemplarr 
011!1:i,!in t .. ! ,:;;·::1::!c:--u;:: !il:cr:ct:nn CC.t"!aru11t scriptorun: 
ct 1::i!::i·1::c1:toru;n c:-,:1:i:i;;: n:c:::ctiarun: tcrran;:11 ct tc11,:­

m£"11tornm prator111n pasrnonim past11rar111n Rcdciituum 
scruitornm ct prouentuum ffratcn:itatis siuc gildc sa11ct~ 
crucis Abcndonia: in Comitatu Berks f1mdatc lncipit cum 
dci Ia11dc Amc11 ct primo de mancrio de Scil:tclc11cs ....• 

Sciant prcsei:tcs ct f11t11ri q11od ego Plzilippus filius ct 
heres IVillclmi de Scy11t Eleync dcdi co11cessi ct liac pre­
senti carta mea co;ifirmcui IVillelmo de Medcboum per­
pet:10 ,·ic·ario ccclesic scnctc Elene de .-1/Jcndon Ricardo 
Belle prcsbytcro parocl:ia.li ccclcsic sa11cti Nicliolai et 
Jolzamzi Busc/111,1' om11cs terras ct te1:cmc11ta mea q11e 
hab11i ittre lzcrcditario in Villa de Suttonc S11ttone Wyk 
Drcyl:,·m I Vy/.: ct in Villa d,· Abc11do11 ,marnm rcdditub11s 
molc11dilzis l:o:,:agijs libctatibus Iibcrorum lzomimm, 
scr11itijs Wardis rclcuijs cscactis ·::illcnagijs -::illanis ·villc­
nagia illa tc11c:ztibus mm cor:w: cata!lis cf scquclis pratis 
pasrnis pasturis moris lzaijs scparalibus ct com1111ib:1s ct 
om11ib11s °"·biquc pcrtincntijs s:1is si1:c aliquo rctc11cmc11to 
quo mil:i ct izcrcdibus mcis cccidcrc potcri11t q11oq11omodo 
Dcdi ci;_;;i ct conccssi prcdictis IVil!clmo Ricardo ct Jo­
he:;:!; ·:::::,:;; ( . .'cnc;·iin::. c::::::i :·t:;·~:·:::::, f'trti;"c;: .. 1,::::i c!c 



?26 BRANCH OF ABINGDON 

ma11erio de ffrylcf orde .macum reucrsione eiusdem 
manerij ct cum omnibus pcrtinentijs suis quando acciderit 
quad quidcm ma11crium Edmundus de Seynt Elcync frater 
mcus tenet de me ad termi,zum 'Vite .me tantum ct 'Z!11de 
reucrsio ad me spcctat"post mortem dicti Edmundi Hab­
cnd1m1 ct tene11d11m prcdictis iVillclmo Ricardo et Jo­
lzamzi cor11m lzcrcdibus ct assignatis om,zcs tcrras et tenc­
mc11ta prcdicta cum on:11ib11s pcrti11entijs suis prcdictis 
libcre quictc iurc lzcrcditario impcrpctuum fjacicndis indc 
capitalibus do minis f codi i!lius 011111ia scrnitia quc ad ter­
ras ct tcncmc11ta ilia pcrti11c11t pro omni scr:ticio scculari 
e:rcctio11c ct dcn:anda Et ego dictus Plzilippus ct hcrcdcs 
mci 011111cs tcrrcs ct tc11cmcnta prcdicta .macum reddit:1-
b11s lzon:agijs libcrtctibus scruitijs rcucrsionibus ct omni­
bus alijs pcrtillcntiis . ... 
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BY 
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Illustrated by Will Grefe a1ui decorated by Blanche Ostertaz-
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"lt is around ;lfarg:m:t Hc;;onin that the :iuthor of the book has 
let his fancy play al full. She is cvide111ly a favorite inspiration of 
l\!r. Cabell and on.: o,·cr which lie has lin:::ercd with much thought 
and can:. The rt:sult shuuld satisfy him. for :llargaret, 'tlounci­
ful' though sht: may be and much giv.:n to feminine iripperies, 
fitful and emotional in tcn,peramc:nt, hc:r prcceptions dimmed 
by th.: shaduw of tht! Eagle stn:tcbed abm·t! her head. is n.:,·er• 
thelcss always and alto:::etht·r womanly and thcrefu:e always Io,·· 
able and 10\·clr."-Richmvnd Tim,·s-Dis/>alch . 

. , If you arc s;unpiin;.:- in s,_ .. arch of a hlH>k to read for the fun 
of it, yuu will pause o,·.:r • Tht: Eag:o:'s Sh:idow.' . lt is 
tht! stor~ of tilt' Eaglc:-;rnd to st,1•c \\'hat thc E.1:,:h: was wonl,1 
b~ to d1.:privc: tile reader or a \·cry Jll'C\lliar plt;1s::rc. Or­
din:irily tlH: rn.J\'t.:lis:. wh,, l:as :i p::ilanthropic h-.::roinc n1akcs 
a n1t-~:-. of h1..:r pltiL1nthr\ ,py ;lnd a succ·.:ss o1 la.:r 1o\'c, but ~Ir. 
CaLe;l is an cxccpti•.,n. J It: ::i;.. ke~ :'\lar;.:::1n:t a most ;.:litte:rin~ 
succrss throt:;.:.liout. .-\nd wht.::i y1 ,u havt.: plt'i~ty of ~o,,d comedy 
rcvol~·in~ ab'JUt a w!·,<,l.·S1!I'!lt.: Ion: in!•__.-:-1.;s: ~-l,U lia,·c the t::lcmcnb 
of ;, :!l"t.::it r:o,·cl. ·• -:..;t. I..., 1t:i ... l.1l'/J::!J11~. 
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JAMES BRANCH CABELL 

r,·outispiece in co!or by C. Cotes Phi!!ips 

12mo. Cloth, $1.50. 

":'llr. C,bdl has really writteu an adroit satire upon the male 
flirt-the man who trifles not only with women but with his own 
intdlect and o;ipnrtnnities. Th,: book is not fc,r dull folk, nor for 
literalists, nor fur thu,e who insist upon obvious r.1or.1ls. Proba­
bly you will not know quite what tu think of it. I frankly confess 
I do not. "-Chica:;o Tribune. 

"A brillianth· writte!l st,>ry ul a hero ,•,ho . by plai in;; 
at emotion finally lm::1ks down :he inward int<:;::rities, 5o that he 
is not ahll! t<> r,-a:izc: wh~n h:: is acting a part and whc:n he is 
sincere. And his sin, •\·crt;1ki:-.. h:n1 in thi.: circumstanci.: that. h:l\."­
in~ pbyl!J at lln·t.: SrJ hm~. h~ ti:1:1.lly i-. not attic tu lo\'..: .lnybo<ly 
in rc:a;ity. Ile: is punished tt:rribly: fur the: saddest puni~hment 
of a11 is s~>m..-thin;.: that happens in us. not :--om:.::hin~ that happens 
to us.·'-Etnv1:-.; :d.\Ju.::11.\'-I in th:.: ~cw Yu:k .·l:n~:r:cf:t: • 

.... fhruu:.:,hnut tlzi.,_ hDuk t!:t.:re i;-; d!sti:.ction in :\I:-. C;tbd:·~ 
stylt:-:i qTJ:ility as r;t:-c in .\rnl:"ri•::1:1 :1ln·~:s :!s Cilristi:1n c:1.1rity 
in a Christian hisi1op -:-tnd he c\'in..:·t•...; ;1:: ;1rti~.t·~ ft:t:iin;.: for fonn 
and CJlor. nut h> me::tiun a 1nu,it-ia!1's !c~ii!;~ fllr rlly:i:m. Ht.· 
shows the t:ilc:1t uf a tru:.: t::-aft,:11.in. "-! I. L. :\!1:::-.;:cKE:-.;: i11 !ht: 
Smart Sd. 
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l//uslrated in eo!or ~1• H,xi:ard P.rle, E/i::abe!h Shippen 
Grcell a1td l,f,z1/iam I lrtrd Lawrence 

SV0. CLOTH, $2.00 

"Surdy in hcarts where romancc is not dead and wherc lo,·e 
still holds suprcmt: sway this hook will be admired not only for 
its bcautiful make-up, 1:mt for thc co1,ten:s whici, gladden the 
ht>art. "-Philadelphia I,,q:,irer. 

·• The boo:.: is dis, ing11isi1t:d by a sort of old w,,rlc! dignity and 
swcetness. It is a mo~t dt:lightful \'Olume for such as ha\'e true 
and youthful hearts. "-Chicago Record-Herald. 

•• The spirit of rom,1nce mon-s through 1h.-se pages wherein 
!o,·t: au<l dcath stri,:e of1c.:n fur tht: mastcry, wherein kingdoms 
are wt::~ht::d :tr;ainst lo\'t:, and wht:rcin destiny and chance hid 
kings pr,l\·c.: tbcmsd\'eS in a sin):!<.: min11tc and t:ternally abidc 
that choicte. . • . A boo:.: of usual quality and charm. "-Bos­
tun Christian .k,"j;isfcr. 

"Ddi;:;-htful in mat:c.:r an<l mannl!r. • • • If the pr,,per and 
fint: flavor of chivalrv\• yout:1i;.1l11t:;.;s b(! not in t;1is book it cxi~ts 
now!H:n.:.'"-To:.vn Tvpfrs. 
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GALLANTRY 
:BY 

JAMES BRA:-;CH CABELL 

illustrated in color by Heward Pyle 

Bvo. Cloth, $2.00. 

":\fr. Cabell's group of eighteenth century scen-:s has been 
wrought with cleverness, tact and im·en:ion. . lf it be 
objected that life was not then composed exclusively of dispatch­
bo~es. robbers, spies, masqueraders, duels and evenin;,; parties, 
without a second's breathin:: space between, the answer is that 
exciting rather than commonplace moments have been selected­
::md ha,·e not only been selected, but have been trimmed and pol• 
ished and refined into a version su;::gesting the school of Watteau 
rather than Hogarth." - Tiu N-2tion. 

"Mr. Cabell has here made a book that desel"\'CS more than 
passing praise. His style is stunniog, his ability to 
annihilate the years and make the past live a rare gift; yet, with 
all his brilliancy, he has also the power of rousing feeling in the 
reader and of making of his fightini:; heroes and wayward hero­
ines i:;low with life. "-Louisville Courirr-Journal. 

Harper & ;Brothers 

New York City. 



THE LINE OF LOVE 
BY 

JAMES BRANCH CABELL 
Illustrated in color by Howard Pyle 

Svo. Cloth, $2 00. 

"In the richly colored tapestry that :\tr. Cabell, like some East• 
ern fakeer. unrolls before our vitow, tapestry thick woven with 
thn,a<ls of ;:old and intricat<!ly patterned with a host of fi;:ures, 
perhaps the one fi;:ure that rt!mains most fixed in our rr,emory is 
that of the po"t, \'illon. . . . This story oi poets and chivalry, 
of fair ladies and ;:allant kni;:hts, pr<!Sen·es for us throu;:hout the 
fla\·or cf the !\fiddle A;:e ad\'enture and of pa.,;sionate. romantic 
lo\·c."-);'oR)IA BRIGHT CARSO!'i in the Philadelphia Book News. 

" E,·en President Roost!vdt has placed the h:.11 mark of his 
critic:al approval upon James Branch C.1.bell's • Line (>! Lo""-' 
Shortly aft.,r th<: book wa~ published the Prc~ident, then on his 
Southern tour. wrote a complimentary lt:tter to tht: author st.1.tin;: 
that the Prt:sident and :\lrs. Roost!vdt had n:n,aJ tht! volume and 
had ~reatly enJoyt:d it-in f.ict were c.lt!•li:;htt!<l with it. "-:--ew 
York Sun. 

MARK TwAl!'i said: 

"lt is the d1annin;:cst hook I ha\'C read in a Ion;: time. Archaic 
speech in this instanct! allures and bewitches, the art is so perfect." 
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