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Foreword

Tie endeavor to estublish the gemnealozy and historv of this
Johr Bretz has m=t tvo unsurnountable obstaecles; the lack of eesrly
w»ritten records, and the difficulty or 1mpossibilityv of identifying
those of the uany John, Jac¢eb and Philip Bretzes of the Pennsylvania
archives who werc mexmbers of this family., A third difficultv, of less
consccuence, has becen the apathetic attitude of oldsr iiving Bretges,
due in sart to their advanced age at the tine of this investizetion
but lso to z life-long lack of interest in f:milr history. Dates,
events and rslationshi,s, never recorded have simply been forgotten.
- Qutstanding exceptions have been Allen Bretz and tvo others, H. P,
Pennington and Anne B. Seltz, whose mothers were Bretz-born. To them
we owe the estuablishment and preservation of e considerable part of
the femily tree dovm to about 1912 in the manuscript record called
the "Brestz Reglster®. However, Allen's claim that John's father was
Jacodb Pretz, the lmaigrant of 1732, is obviously in error.

Another Bretz geneulogy, that of Ludwig, immigrant of 1750,
apparently has been nore successful in tyving that family to an
ancestor born in Germany dbut has failed to trace Ludwig back of 1750.
Attem.ts made by teo. Z. Bretz, of Brooklyn and by Harry Bretz, a
descendant of Ludwig, both of whom visited the Rhine and Moselle
valleys with the hope of finding documentary records of pre-Revolution-
ary date, have been unsuccessful. Only the leter Bretz imnigrents, (for
there ere German-born Bretzes living in America today,) appear to know
in what parts of Germany thelr progenitors lived.

Every proamising source of information knovn has been investi-
gated in this study. The unimaginastive habit of repeating given
names through the gemerations, true of almost every line of Bretzes,
and the limited variety in those n2mes, has rendered hopeless any
further unravelling of early family relations., At least 32 Johns,
thilips and Jacobs are recorded 1n America, Thirteen male descen-

dants of our John have carried his nzme!

Atteapts to add to the "Bretz Reglister™ of the earlv 1900's
have been unsuccessful, except in a2 few lincs. Among living Bretz
descendaents of John, the apathy conceraing thelr derivation indlcates
the task as largely impossible. rrobdebly the cousinships are too
gig:ant to be worth establishing in a fumily so careless of its

SLOTY .
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GER:IAN ORIGIN

The .sonosyllable "Bretz" obviously is Germanic. Varilants make
it impossible to relate or differentiate, by spelliing alone, famil-
lies carrying the nemes of Bretz, Britz, Brett, Britts, Hreitz,
Bretzlus and Pretz. The oldest records, dating buck almost to
Charlemsgne, use onrly the two forms, Bretz &nd Pretz. An attempt
has been made %o c¢onnect these early Ger:ians with a Fabius Bretius,
or Britius, a Roman "Magister Equitum” (cavalryv general) in the 18th
Roman legion, who came from the district of Czpua and Tarento in south-
ern Italy; merried vlfzs, daughter of a German tribal "duke®; was head
of a fznily in the Roman city now called Trier or Treves on the Moselle,
about 224 AD.; and édied 263 A.D. The inforaastion is szid to have
been tzkcn from "Genezlogiczl Tablss of the CGerman Nobilitv™ and
"Books of Herzaldry" In the City Librury of Viemna. It is also stated
that the descendsnts of rubius PFretius, writins their name Bretz or
Pretz, constituted a family of ¥nights in the region for seversal
centuries although no names zare reported until Hugho Pretz apoears in
the time of Utto the Grect. In 951, Otto "remewed™ Hugho's "old title
of nobility and family escutcheon and established them with instru-
ments of vwriting at Augsburg™, apparentlv es s reward for Hugho's vslor
in the battle of Leochfelde, (950) ~hen Otto definitelvy disposed of
tne fagyar menace from the east. Iughot's wife was Bertha of artens-
leben. :e had tvo sons, Claudius and Adolf.

Rome held the Teutonlc tribes zlons the Rhine in subjection
until the fifth century when the vreakening Empire lost the last of
its holdings in Guul. Thereafter the Teutonic tribes warred among
thenselves; Saxons, Frcnks and Alemenni struggling for domination
until Charlemegne imposed one 2uthority in law and relligion, and -
unified Germany for the first time. Only the existence and survival,
through these vicissitudes, of a "coat-of-arms" could have msde
possible the fuaily connection that is indicated across . seven centuries,
¥here the record of royalty is questionable, vhat 1s the likell-
hood of direct tracing among lower social orders?

Claudius, & son of Hugho, was & prebendary in the Dome Church
at Cologne, and without dcscendants. adolf, snother son, llved at
Pretzenburg, a fortified castle built by Hugho on the YMoselle near
Trier. He was 2 magistrate of the Lower Rhine. His wife's name
was Clare Von ¥aldeck. He was killed in a dvel, A.D. 1019 with a
Rhineland knicht nsmed Viet Von Basserhaus. His four sons are
reported to hiave distinguished themseclves in some of the Crusades,
The neme of Conrad zlonme is recorded (died 1312) and he must have
been severzl generations removed from Adolf. Conrad's name 1is
spelled "Bretz",

Conrad w=s . "military nan"” ﬁnder Rudolf of Habsburg. " He had
two sons, Euloglius and George Bretz, |

Eulogius was mégistrate of Mark Brandenburg under Emperor
Albrecht (Albert of Habsburg). He lived 1n L@bben on the Spree,
about 40 miles south of Berlin, and had descend=nts there, listed in
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the blue-blood register, as late as 1702. Joseph and Claus Bretz

are n=med as headlng "the principal families in the time of Frederick
the First®. Since Frederick the First diled in 1190 this ststement
must be in error.

George Bretz, son ot‘ Conrad, "took possession of the property
on the Rhine" (not the castle.built on the Moselle by Hugho, for the
place is vronz and the time is 400 years later). He married Anns Von
Rheineck. Their pumerous descendunts "were almost totally destroved
during the Thirty Years Warv. Only one lineecl descendznt is indicated
as surviving; Danliel Bretz, a merchant at Coblenz on the Rhine., He "had
long since discmrded the 01d title of nobilitvr". He died in 1681. His

two sons vere relix and Cristof Bretz, but there is no further informa-
tion about tnen.

The for..goin,, account has beem supolied bty Hzrold Pretz of
allentovn, Pa. It has been im posscssion of the family a lons time
and he believes that it was obht: ined bv his grandfather, Christian,
though from vzt source he does not know. It is very fragnentarv
and is inconsistent or incorrect in plsces. It involves an enormous
brezk tetween 224 and 951, and ’orid{ﬁcs those seven centuries of poli-
ticul, military and reéngious flux by mezns only of a2 Mcost-of-arms®.
where predatorv ralds, conouering invesions and seckin- of cities
wvere so constantly recur"inw but so poorly rccordcd cs those among
the Teutons and their neightors, little probability att:ches to this
purported connection betwecn Fablus Bretius ané Hucho Pretz, It
seems very probable to the criticsl writer of the pr=sent account that
professionzl gencalozists collected the names end d:=tes, und sdded
their ovn vegue statements about the "illustrious I’amilv of knishts"”
with the nume Bretz or Pretz which "flourished” (without a single
individuzl name on the recordl) 1n the Rhine Vellsy for 726 years.,

Froa Hug;ho to Daniel is another 700 years, with onlv three
successive father-son connections definitely st...ted. A comulete
‘record of tnis spun would contzin more than a score of them. It is not
even clear, from the record, tiat Bretz and Pretz vere optional
spellings of the seme name. All that c:n be considered estcblished is
that the ncme Bretz goes back a3 far as the 13th century and that most
bearers of that nsmed lived =long the Rhine,

- If there is a line of descent in the Rhenish records, it should
be written as follows.

l-Hugho (died 983)
2-Clgudius (no descendantis)
2-Adolf (died 1019) C
2ix-Several generations missing
(Z*x)*l-conrad (died 1312) -
{2+x)42~Eulogius
(2+x+2) 4y~Several generations alssing
(24x+2+y)+1-Josesh
(2*x~*-4+y)+1-claus
{2¢x) +2-George
{24x+2) +2=-Severz1 generatins nmissing
(27:1»2+z)r1-ﬁaniel (died 1618)
(2+4x¢2+2)42-Felix :
(2+x+2+42) +2-Cristof
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The “coat-of-arias” which Eigeror 0tto "renevied”™ for Hugho 1s
described as Ta lion holding a crovn on his head (with one paw?) and a
sword in his claws (of another paw?), which denotes noble descent
and war-lite spirit. On his helact ne (Bretlus) vors turee stars
rvhich denste success", Herzldry did not begin until after the
Norman Conquest (1066). Appurently family badges, sscutcheons, etc.
are here c¢alled coats-of-aras.

If "Bretz" is of Geraunic origin and not e Latin corruptions

is a word modified by long usage as a personsl end plece name until

its original fora is uncertain. It may be treced, with eoual success,
to three different root words. "Bretzel™, "Brezel®", or in High Cerman,
"Bretze®™, means craecknel or pretzel. "Brett® means hoard or plank

and an older elliec¢ =meaning is for-st »» brush-ood. Wildbret" mesns
wild gume or vcnison. Thus the surnase Pretz mav belonz to that large
class of names derived from treces, akin to the variws Fnglish nanmes; .
Baker, Carpenter, sSawyer, ¥ood, Hunter, etc., vhich cover the ranrce
above indicated. | ‘

That names 5f such character chould originate in differvrent
locelities is altogether .robable tut, as f2v as ¥n»m to tho rriter,
Bretz as a place nuame is liaited, with one exce: stior, to an ares vithin
a hundred alles of Held:w l.)eré.. Thie includ=s all or part ~f the
wrovinecs of Hesse, Baden, “urtembur:, psavaria and the Rhenish “rovince
of rruscia., The accos anvin 1ist gives thr loeatinon of these plac-s
in Cermany and Switzerland. .

pretz. Dorf in Rhine province of ™russia, Colbenz Regierunzstezirk.
Nine Enslish miles xW. of St. Goar, left bank of the Rhine.

"090 3‘lvOQ

sretzen. veller in upper land:ericht of Ravaria. Nine mliles SSW.
- of Eberg:berg. rop. 20,

Bretzcnecker. Dorf in Fockar district of rurtemburg. 6 3/4 mi. ENE,
of naiblingen. rop. 240,

'Bretzengerten; well-r in mittelfranken, Favarle. Landgericht of
nuremburi. rop. 14,

Bfetieﬁheim. ‘farish dorf in Kielnhessen, Hessen. 24 mi. SWS. of

pretzenmheim. ~Parish dorf of Rhein province of trussia.
‘Reglerungsbezirk of Coblenz. 2 mi. NE. of Kreutznach, left
- side of thé Nahe., 10 km. S. of Bingen-am-Rhine. Pop. 970.

Bretzin. Hof inm wendischer region, Hecklensburg-Schwerin, 43 mi.
- B, of Beltzenburg. Pop. 110. ‘ |
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Bretzingen. Hof in Jaxt district of wurteaburg. 2 mi. SE. of Hall.

Rauen. The same weller 3 ni. N, of Galldorf. Fop. 1§0.
Bretzkobél. Waste in Lov}er Bavaria., Landgericht of Vilsbiburg.
Bretzenheim-am-flaln. 3 km. 3¢, of Mainz-sm-Main,

Bretzfeld on the Brettach. 18 ka. NEE. of Heilbronn.

Bretzfeld on the Neckar. 170 km. N. of Boden See, Neckar Kreis,
wurtenburg. A church dorf of 470 pop., 9 mi ENE of ¢ einsbnrg.

Bretzingeh in Baden. 35 kn. N. of Bretzfeld.
Bretzwil. 20 ka. S. of Basel, Switzerland.

Further, sll Pretz Immigrants into the United Sta tas vhose former
home is nm'n have come froa this peortinn of Cermanv, Hance the
Bretz tribe vm. the EBretz name appezr to he limited to the High German
portion of the Fatherland, lvins beticen the Alos on the south and the
low Geraen plain on the north It includes the hecdrzters of the

Danube and that portion of the Rhine Valley richsst in historic
associaticns and aost famed i'or scenic beauty,

" Recorded arrivzle »f Bretz drmmiszrants in imerica date hack to 1732,
Bretz veople nov living in ameriec: represent the entire gammt, from
German-born imulgrants to the seventh and eishth :reners ti-n of American-
born. The f&‘nily with vhich this sccount deals has descended from
one of the earliest imalcrants.

. THE EMIGRATION MOVEMENT FROM CERMANY IN WHICH 'mv
 EARLY BRETZ IVMICGRANTS SHARED

Causes of the Palatinate Emigration

| Europe was racked by devastating vars for the whole of the
seventeenth century. Politicel oppreseinn and relisi-us persecution
ground down the common peOple to an abject Jhysiceal and spiritusl
poverty. by the political rulers, to whom the acconylish rzent of their
own ends and gratification of their own ambitions was pzremount, the
peasant was regerded as of little grester importance than his cattle.

- .In consecuence, there develope: & strong spirit of unrest, which
was especially nota ble in Germany. The sufferin: people head endured
cruel and oupressive condltions for so lons that thev could see no
glimmer of ho e for hetterment.

An endcavor in vestern Geruany to esczpe from these intolerable
conditions started an immigration movement into Encglend in 1708,
But there was no opening for a mew people in an alreadv crowded
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England and the recson for the movement toward England is unknoim.
Great efforts were made by the English to shelter, feed and clothe
the thousands who, with no money «nd no pro: scrty, coured across the
Channel., It took a yecr or aore to check the cxodus from the Palatinate
and seversl 1ore vears t0 sccure 2n economic bazlance throuch absorption

of some into tae Eng,lish industrial 1ife =nd & return of others to the
Patherland, followed ny emigration to Americs,

Opgortunely cume the grant of Pemn's Eoods and the efforts of
the great tuaker to people his land. The dor'n-trcdden, l1iberty-loving
Germons of the Pslatinate ¢nd the neir country across the sea needed
each other. Penn had travelled through the Thine provinces (the
Palatinate) in 1671 and in 1677, preaching the doctrinss of the Quakers,
and had found a people vhose religlous tanets were nnt notavly dirferent
froa his own. To thesc he now sent agents vho scattered hooklets
broadcust, describing his country and invitin, imaizretion,

Rercly has news becn uore accegtable and ins,irinz than the |
siessage In these bookxlets to the Rhenlich people. ‘“The English preacher
vho had recentliy t: ught thcom doctrmvs z¥kin to thelr ovm now owmed a
magnificent domain in the New Yorld. To this he invited them to eome-
there to live without wars or relirsiosus persecuti~ns, under lave in the
meking of wvhich they would share.,

There is no record of the names or numbhers of these earliest

Ger:zan immigrants. Recording did not be:;in until 1727 vhen the new

egistry law recuircd the s 1s~naturt of everv nale irmizsrent to en oath
of alleglence to "His Present Majesty XKing Ceor.e the Second” and to
the laws of the province. This record of i mi«*runtq into the port of
Yhiladel.hia extend., from 1727 to the American Revolution. Rupp has
gublished it in his "Thirty Thousand Nemes of Germen end Swiss -
Imnigrants, ete.”

~ During this time more than seventy different ships were =ncsaged
in transportin; the German immigrants, and other ships were brinsing
in British colonists. Some .jade a re: ular business of it. The
"Loyal Judith™ aade five voyages for this purpose. The aver:ge tonnage
of the shiys vhose dluensions are recnrded was 178 tons, «nd the

average nuiber of passengers was 300! The principal port of embarka-
tion was Rotterdam, at the mouth of the Rhine,

This ianigration from the Rhine provinces fell off notably during
and after ithe Revolution end the outbreck of that ver way be teken to

mark the close of the perlod of doainant ferman migration into
Pennsyivania.

Charaéter of the Journey

The - character of the jourancy undsrteken by the immigrent from High
Germany to America is kmowa from severazl sources, chief zsmong which is
the narrative of Gottliel Mittelberger. He came ’to America in 1750
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and returned in 1754, end his quaint observations vere written soon
aftervard., He states that his chief reeson for writing is to warn
intending iamigrants of "the wretched and gricvous condition of those wko
travel from Geraany to this new land, and the outrzgeous and merciless
proceedings of the Duteh man-handlerg. «." He states that before he left
America, he was implored "with tears and uplifted hands, and even in the
namne of God to nake thils misery end sorrpYknovn in Gemny 80 that ...
the comnon people oee i ht learn how they had fz2red, to prevent other
innoc=nt souls frox leavino their fatherland, versuaded thereto by

the Keulanders, and from beins sold into laverv. iAnd so I vowed

to the great God and prouiscd those people, to reveel to the people of
Germany the pure truth about it, to the best of my knowledge and ability”™
niittelber;er obviously believed *$hat the Devil of contimued living in
Germany was preierable to the deep blue see of cz2llous greed spavning
from the opportunity offered by this push toward a Proaised Land., Penn
appears to have nad no control over this vicious exploitation by the
shipgasters, 1f indecd he was evare of 1t,

. Mittelberger fol-lovred the: some route thiot the great mass of
Germuns took in coalng to Pepnsylvanis during this migratory movement.,
They all took tost at the emrL est o portunity, end journeyed down the
Rhine to reach Holland. The trip from Hellbronn to Holland 1s esti-~
mated by lMiittelberger to have required 200 hours for a eoniimous
passege, but the presence of 36 custoiis houses enroute and the leisurely
examination of bagsure atoard the Rhine boets len:thened the trip to four,
five and even siz vueekg. At Rotterdam, at the mouth of the Rhine, the
emigrents emborked on the ships vhich were to co 7y them to =’ennsy] vania,
Froa el:ht deys to four weeks were conswmed in reachins Cowes, in
Enizlend, across ths North Sea., Eight to fourteen d:ys vere apent here,
loaain° cargo, then the ships hexded for, Americz, With most favoring
winds, the Gema:n insigrants vere seven weeks enroute between Cowes apd

Philadel zhis, #ith head v:inds the trig might be leng thened to ten or
tv.elve weeks,

Quarters on bosrd these carly sz21lling ships vere amazingly
restricted. "One receives a place of scearcely two feet vwidth and six
feet length in the Bedstead™. BEvery one, siock end rell alike, slept
in his clothes, wrapped in his own blanl'ets in the common bed. People
died, and babes vere born, in this bed. There was no privacy whatever.
Herdins is the only fit v'ord for these accommodations.

| -Warm food was served but three times a week. The provisions

were o0ld end spolled, verv salty and almost impossible to e=t, even
though the people had exhausted their own stock of prov? sinns and@ were
sufferin: froa hunger. ©7In a vhole biscuit there was scarcelv a plece
the size of a dollar vhich wes not full of worms =znd red splders nests,"
"The water vhich is served out on these shius 1s often very black,

thick and full of vorms, so that one czannot drink it without loathing,
even with the grea’oest thirst.

The long vovage dovm the Rhine and the long stey in Englend in
many cases exhausted the small store of money vhich the Lmigrant had
brought. On those ships where food vvs served only for cash, not in-
cluded in the fure, the poor immigrant without money end at the end
of his own supply of provisions fzoed a nost critical situvation, Yany
actually died enm route, of starvationl
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Crowded quarters, wretched food and polluted weter inevitably
bred sickness. littelberger says that 32 children died on the ship he
was aboard, and that children froa onc to seven years of age rarely |
survived the ‘ourney. Childbirth on bozrd usuully meant death for the
mother and bebe alike. From the "Hoch Deutsche Penncylv-nische
Berichte™ of Philadel hia, dated February 1€, 1745, the followinz note
is tsken., "another shlg mched i’hiladel,hia vith 400 Germans zbosrd, and
it 1is s=214 thut not sany over 50 remain slive. Thev received their
bread retion cvery two we:kKs and znany ate it in four, five or siz dsvs.
And  vhen they get no coomﬁ food for «¢izht dzays, theilr bdread is so much
the sooner (zone)". ™... Another mzn who had eaten all his week's
bread asked tne capbain for a little bread, but in vain. Hs then came to
the captein 2nd recuestcd him to throw them (himself and wife) overboard
et once, rothor than allow thea to die v inches., He brought his meal |
sack to the cuptalin 2nd asked him to Jut 2 sgmall auantity in it. The

captain took the basg, put in some send end atones end returned it to
the an. The latter shed some tecars, leid dovn =nd died, tcgether

with his vife."

The vorage of the ¥ayflower hes becn sumz =¢ the acme of forti-
tude and endurznec for the seke of liberty. Song cnd story have
magnified the herolsn of these English immigrants. But the trial
vas not so severe by far as on many of the Cerman imalsrant chins. No
one died on board the Mayflower, snd phycical sufferings did not exceed,
if indeed they equalled, the fearful_ experiences vhich German imnie
grants und-rent. If ve look for the severe:t test of huuzn character
in sutmission to hardships for liberty's sske, we vill find it in the
exporiences of thousznds of Palatinate Germans vho braved the knovm
terrors o1 that ocean voywge,

BR:TZ DTMMICRANTS WHO LANDED AT PHILADELPHIA AND TOOK THE
OAT OF ALIEGIANCE BETWEEN THE g ARS 1727 AND 1789

Froan Rupp's "Thirty Thousand Naoames ..."
Pennsylvenla Archives, 24 Series, Vol. 17

Sept. 25, 1732 Palatines imported inm the ship Loyal Judith of
London, Robert Turpin Master, froa Rotterda:,
last fron Cowes., '

Jacch Pretz . | } |
114 men named. No women or cz'.ild*en mentioned.

In the original 1list (Penn, Archives) the name is spelled Rats,
and novhere is it spelled Bretz. That this is @ misspelling is possible
for the name of Pretz or Rats does not sppear elserhere in Rupp's book,

nor in ell tne colonisl or revolutionary recor' s of the vicinity or
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Philadel.hia. Hszrold W. Pretz, of Allentown, Ps. indicates that his
family is descended froa a post -Revolutionary bazigrant.

Bept. 5, 1743. Foreigners imported on the snow Charlotte, John
Mason Iﬁaster, from Rotterdsm, lest from Cowes.

Wilhelm Bretz
Jacob Bretz

48 @en named, no mention of women or children.

Oct. 20, 1744. Forelgners imgorted in the ship Phoenix, Wm. ¥ilson
Captain, froxz Rotterdzam, last froa Cmfzes.

Philip Bretz
120 men numed, no women or children mentioned.

Aug. 15, 1750, Ship Roval Union, Clement Nicholson Captain, from
Rotteraam last fr:m Cowes,

31 Bret ‘ |
Ludwig Bretz Sick et time of lending
wendel bretz

238 men nemxed, no mention of women or children.

iug. 21, 1750. 3hip Anderson, Hugh caanpbell Captaln, from Rotterdam,
last from Uowes.

Johannes Bretz

- Johan Cristobal Bret.z
8, men listed, no women or children mentioned.

Oct. 14, 1787. Sgi,t: Dorothea, fron Rotterdam, Serverus Dalsted
ster.

Henrich Bretz

ERLY ENVIRONMENT IN PENKSYLVANIA

The Institution of Bond-é‘e’riitudé»;-

. The gloomy picture of tac ocezn voyage is not repleced by brichter
1izhtin. after the hndine, in Philadelghia. HMittelberger's message
covered two great evils, tiie sSecond of vhich he referred to as "asn-
handling®™. 1t was the mstitutiﬂn of selling oneself into hondance
for a specified tize, & well-known feeture of the esrly colonlal dsys
of Pennsylvania., Many CGerman immigrents to Americs took pess

without the necessary 60 florins (about $50) to pay for the tr

doing so in recyonse to tiie opportunity offered by the shipmasters to
pay fTor their passage by beco:r.iw tonded or indentured servents after
arriving in Amerilca. -



This proposition was prosented to the Germens 2lon~ the Rhine
by the "Newlanders”, or as ‘Attelberger exprossed it, the "traffickers
in men's souls"., The Nevlonders vere sgents of the Shin ovners and
others financislly interest=d in securln- larse numhersg of immiecrants,
They dressed extruvsgantlv, oret-nding to he men of sreot wenlth,
and told fahulous teles of the richmess of the nev countrv, and the
highly favorable conditinns under which the imnw~rﬂnt'"ould live,
They were also named "Soulsellers™ since by f2lse sretenses thev
versuaded the poor to leave the Fgtheriand end sell themselwves into
service to pay for thelr passage.

In the terms abov::, the sufferin; ciursd by this svstem does not
gppcale. apparently a mon siagly mort aged his future to the extent of
about 10C iflorins vorti of voriin;: time., But the outcomec was not thet

simple. The lon: delzys in the lourmer dovn the Rhine zand in ¥n-land,
and those caused by contrary winds, rcn up the exprnres greatlv, =nd

rarely ellowed one to escape for leos than 200 Tlorins. !urther sick-

ness weakened ncny of the immigrants, =nd thev conscounently +ade aoorer3
bar:ins on landing in *hiladelphia. "This involved siznin: = contrasct for
& lonzer period of cervice to dischar:e the deht to the shipmaster.
&till further, the newlanders commonly deceived the ferman peasants as
to the tera of service which vrould be recuired to pey for passage, and
many in isnorance «@lso signed for service often twice the e"etowarv
period. Yet further, f:nilles vwvere broken up by this Institution, and
meny children were parted frow their par-nts forover hv the sea?ratinn
which took ylace bt Philedclphia. If mexhers of z f:nailv djed =n route,
the cost of pessuoe for the deceased, if not «uid in ~dvance, had to

be paid by the roct of the funilyv. Thls might doubhl - the aeriod of
service of thc bercaved.

ilittelberger writes as follows on this “traffic in =men's souls”,
"Englishien, Dutchien and Hich Uerman people cosie from the citv of
khlladclyhia gnd other pluaees, ... g0 on toard the nevly arrived ship...
and select aon: the hcalthV'pﬂrsons such 2s ther desm su’tzable for
their businevsea, and bergaln vvith them hor lon:: they will serve for
their passage asney, vhich .aost of them are still in dedt for". ...
adult psroons bind themselve° in vriting to serve turee, four, five
or gix years for the wumount due by them. Very wsunc people from ten to
fifteen years ol & se, must serve till thev arc twenty one. "rrany
parents aust sell ana trade awey their children lile =0 manv head of
cattle, for if the children tulke the debt on themselves , the parents

can 1eave the shiy free and unrestrained...”

| The merchants selling, those unfortunates into service r-ceived
60 to 80 florins a person from the purchasers. Advertisements in
the early nevspapers of ©hiladelghisa throw some 1i:ht on this institu-
tion. From the Americun weekly wercury3'nay 22, 1729: "Just arrived
froa Scotland, a parcel of choice Scotch servents- Taylors, weavers,
Shoemakers anﬁ Ploughsen, some for five yezrs, some for seven.years-
imported by James Goults, they are on board a sloop lying opposite to
the market Strect wharf, vhere there is 2 boat constantly attendinz to
carry anv one on board thut'vantw to see them®™, From the Pennsvlvania
Gazette, June, 1742: "To be sold. A likely servant woman, havin~ three
years and a half to serve. she is & good specimen”,
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Hoy: lerge a percentuge of the Cerasn imidgrants besan in America
as "redeugtioniests” or bLond servants is not inwm. It was sufficiently
large, however, to have been a great evil of the times, In the early
tax 15 st=, the ' indentured men, vho apgarently paid = poll tex, consti-
tute gerhej._)o & fifth of the total taxed aale go;;u..ation. None of the
bretz men in these lists were indicet~d 23 indentured, although this
is no afrir.nation that they had not teen indentured eu.rlier.

Physical Environusent of the Geraan Setflements.

The Germun tyvpe of settler was most neoded by the voung colony
in Penn's %oods. Racislly, the Geruens have loved hig spaces since .
the davn of history. Julius Caeser sald, rezg=rdinz tne Teutonic
barberians, "they think it the greatust hanor t0 a nzavi~n to have as
wilde an extent of vacznt land cround their dominions aas possiblevw. The

Geraan race did not early dev:lop cliies, but lived in the forests or
tilled tne soil.

The Geraan imaigront into Pennsylvanie rsrsly rem:ined near the
cpast. The forefronlt of the hunzn advance upoa the wilderness was
the Geraan stock of the eolony. Baneroft says that, beczuse of the
mild and _cnerous dexlin s of the Cuakers vith the qav‘.aes *not a 4rop
of (cua.ker blood vwas ever shed by gn Indizn", Diﬁ‘enderffer retorts
that the cordon of Geraan sloncers flun:; out between the Cuakers to
the East and the Ihdians to the ‘est is the better measure of the
izxmnity of the peaceable Friend. - #Instcad, the tomahark end the
scalping knife found sheeth in the bodies of the sturdy children of the
Pelatinate. Let the sscriiiced lives of more than 300 men, women and
children from the Rhine country, vho fell slon: the Blue: i’ountains -
'betveen 1754 and 176&- give the true ansv er to the Guaker boast" '

I.anc ster COunty was the most cor mletvlv Germanized port.ion of
Pennsylvznis by the Pslatinate ond Swiss imaigrents. They virtuslly
possessed the regisn in 1ts entirety, and the Janrueee customs, -
religious sccts =nd agricultural methods made 2 little Nernany of the
counyys This was the locus of developuent of the so-czlled Pennsyl-

vania‘?Dutch a people vho have reasined gerhaps more Cerman than American
for six or seven benerations.

I.an ster County 1is as tvyicallv a German azricultural com«mnity
today gs 1t wos spv«-:r..,l generations ago. . Lineal descendcnts of original
settlers are in cone places still tillin. the original ferm, Three
‘generations of Kichuel Bretzes held the farm in Pinegrove Twp., Sehulkill
Co,., following the day of Captain Michael Bretz of the’ me;’ican Revolu-
- tionary aray. The spirit of these German imnigrants; love of liberty,
of husbu:ndry, of home, made them & doninant psrt of the ggricultursal
development of the state of Pennsylvania. This s irit was carried
- westuurd by the dencendants of Pennsylvanis Germens snd is exemplified
now in wmeny comsunities throughout the middéle northern stetes.  ‘The
influence of the dominant German elenent in the egricultural communities
was a vital element in the strencth of ¥illiam Penn's colony, and Justi-
fied his stotenz=nt to lLord Halifax: "I must without vanity sur I have .
led the greatest colom' into aneriea that ever eny ~en did on a private
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ci=dit, and the most progperous beginnings that ever vere in one, are
to bc found among us”,

Lanczstsr County lies west of Philadelphis and east of the
Blue slount:ins, the ezsternmost ridge of the Appslzchien ifount:ins.
Its fertile ggricultur=l lend is & pert of the Piledmont Plateau,
a country of :oderite relief betiveen the Appalschians and the lov
coastal plein. These mountzins held the increxsing population to the
eastern side for a century. Thelr importance in the esrlv development
of the nation is well recognized. By the tiue the populatiosn had grown
so dcnse that the humen tide begen to brezk over the physical barrier,
the overvhelming German imaigration had ceased, and it was the first
and second generations of American-borm Gerzans who sharcd in the
subduini: ot trzns-allegheny countrv.
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| PENNSYLVANIA DOCUMENTARY DATA
Tax List§ froa Penn., archives
Berks County
Pine Grove Twp.

1779 idchael Bretz, grist wmill, saw :111, 2 horssg, 2 csttle,
married, 300 acres. f

1780 Michael brez Same property

1781 Michael brezius " "

178l iilchael iLretzius = ® s €xcecpt LOO instead of 300 acres.
1785 " " » " , 28 1734

Tul pehoccon Twp.

1779 Jacob Bretz 70 acres, 2 horse.—., 3 cattle, larried
1780 " " As above

1781, 1784, Jacob Bretz, As above. Not listed after 1734,
Lancester County

Rapho Twp.
1772 John Bretz 150 acres, 3 horsws, 3 cattle, narried
1773 As above, exceut 4 cattle
1779 ¢ n 226 acres
1782 " " 150 acres, 4 horses, 4 cattle.

1779 Nicholuc Bretz 100 acres, 2 horses s 3 cattle,

manheim Town. included in Repho ‘I'wo.
1773 Philip bretz, a joiner. No property taxed.

warranties of Land, from Penn. archives
Dauphin County

1815 Anthony Bretz Jr. 48 'acrz:s. Yay 30

1816 Jacob Bretz 50 acres Feb, 26

1830 John Bretz 15 acres May 4

Northaupton County
1802 Philip Bretz 39.22 acres Feb. 25
. Beriks County

1798 iiichael Bretz 50 acres Sest. 26



BRETZ N&FS IN TH: RECORDS OF THY. AMERICAN RUVOLUTIONARY ARMY

anthony Bretz. Private in Cayt. Thos. Robison's coa_any, 7th
battalion, Lancaster Co. militia. 1762

Ludwig Bretz. Sergeant in Capt. Maertin Weaver's company, 4th
bettalion, Lancaster Co. militia. 1778 and 1781

Lod:ick Bretz. Frivate in Cagt. albright Deibler's company, hth
battulion. 1776. Aalso listed fron Cay‘b. Murray's company,
as one d>f a group to be yaid for loss of guns, ete.
Pr.sumably the Ludi'ig listed above,

Jacot Bretz. Privete in & drafted com sany from For«:s Twp., 5th
battelion, Northampton County ailitia, 1778, °

Phili, Bretz. Serceant in Cayt. Noah Ceasey®'s comaamr 7th
battalion, Lancaster Co. militla. 1781, 1782, 1783.

Michoel Bretz. Capt. of 5th Cousany, 6th battalion, Pennsylvania
Volunteers. Under Lieut. Col. Gec. iiller in 1777 and
later under Col. Henry Spicker, tiuen Lerks Co. militia.
The 5th btattolion jJoined the aray after the battle of
brandwnwine, servin; to Jan 5, 1778.

{Penn, Geman Society, Vol. 3, y. 167)

COrrelatinn of the yrccedin; lists

Sergeant Ludviy bretz war one of the taree brothers 'who landed
in 1750, accordin(. to Parthemore in "The Genealogy of I.ud’ g ¥ Pretz"

Private Jacoin: Bretz fro:n Northa wwbton Co., 1773, probahly vrs
not onc of the ingigrant Jacobs. If the .trmlgrant,e of 1732 end
1743 viere 25 yours old at tiie of landing, they ould have becen
60 cnd 71 respectively in 1778, too olad to have hecn in the srav, The
Jacob vho appsars in the Berks "Co. tax lists in 1779 mev have been
rrivate Jacob. rossible relations of this Jacob to Jecob, son of
John, are discussed later,

Captzin iilchael Bretz wes probebly the “fichael lretz found in
the tex lists of verks Co. 1779-85 because the enlistcd Michael
disappeared from the arav in 1778 end the farmer Michael appeared
in tiie tax list: in 1779. He 1s suid to he the “icheel vhose
descendants (named Michael) held the scme place for thre: generations.
Inforaztisn froa Geo. Z. Bretz, trooklwn.

. Amon; John's sons was & Philip, e John, Jdr., & Jacob and an
nnthony, all nume:s agpearing in the Permsvlv nia records, Of thesge
four, a birth date is knnm oniyv for -’hili,., 1765 and 7ohn, 1768,
.»'hili vas tnercfore el .ht vears old —hen *hilip, tae hinor, appeared
in the record end only 16 when Sergeant Philip was first reco
in the Continental army. He vwa: mot tiac joiner and very .robably
he wes not the sergeant. John Jr.'s oldest child vas bornm in
1803 and the John of iapgho Xip., married by 1772, canrnot heve been
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John Jr. 7The birth. date of only one of Jdzcob's four children is
knovn; 1802, 24 years after Jacodb, the yrivate in the Northaapton

Co. milltia was list:d. 1t 1s therfore unlikely that “rivate
- Jacob was Jo'nn's son.

1f anthony, son o:[ our 4shn, vas an early child in .fo’m's fTamily
of 16 Ire was old enouszh to have been rrivate inthony, anthony, Jr,.
d taxzes in Deupghin Co. (1815, the county vhere .nthony, son ‘of
ohn ywec livin, vhen John's estate was settled (1820). He could have
- been & grandson of John.

. Sergzeant i‘hilip Pretz may have teen the Philip found in the
meastar Co. tax lists. 7The joiner in i‘anhein town paid taxes in
1773 and the sergeant's rcecord vegins in 1781. But the imaisrant
Phili, of 1744, ir 25 et the time, vas 62 when the serzeant was first
reported. Possiile relations of these hilips to the femily of our
John ar: discussed later,

JOHN BRETY

- The esrliest record of the John Bretz with rhom this zccount
is conecrned secms to be in tax lists for Rapho Twp., Lancaster Co.,
Pa. for 1772. After gaying taxc: on a farm for tenm vears, the record
comes to an end and oniv family nesrratives carrv across an 1nterven1ns
30 years to tae next record, John's gravesvone in Berne Twp.,
Fairfield Co,, Ohio. He died in 1212 and, fizurinz froa his’ age, Th
years and 9 nanths he was born.in 1737. "The nerrztives, reported as
comim, frca J‘onn's sons, agree that alsost the entire fa'ul*f left
Lancastcr Co. i, early in the 1800*'s and settled in Taoirfield Co.,
Ohio. The family mev not have moved as = bodv, The reported ﬁates
ranze froa 1300 to 1309, .

. Identification of the Ra. o Twp. John a3 the John buried in
Berne Twp. 1s based on the two follovins facts.- 1) Immigration
records shov: no John Bretz entering Philadeloshis after 1750. 2) No
other John Bretz 1s listed in the “ennsvlvanla tax records during
the Revolutionarv period.

Allen E. Bretz jublished a vaaphlet in 1894 entitled ™Genealogy
of Jacob Pretz who vos born in Germany A.D. 1702". It conteains lists
of families of female descundants s well os those of the =eles end
the =aiden names of the vives of tiie Rretz men, as far as the facte

could then be collected, but has no birth or death dates., The onlvy
hlstorv it contelns is as follows:

Jacob Bretz fils vife and two sons, (Jazcob and John), 3'ith one
hundred and thirtecn other femilied emborked in the ehip ‘Loval
Judith!' of London, ship nmaster Robert Turpin, from Rotterdem, set
sail for america, 1anded at “hiladelphis Septemb r 25th, A.D., 1732,
They settled in Laneaater County, Pennsylvenia. About A.D.].&OO

the voungzer son.John, with his fe:nilv, remaved to Tairfield |
County, Ohio, where thev became tillers of the ro*1, errvipr, as
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it vere, homes froa the wooded vilderness. Fkour of this family
died in infancy. Those growin: to maturity were Jacob, Conrad,
John, Martin, Philip, Anthony, Vezlentine, Henry, Christena,
'catherine Elar saret and Barbara In 1822 °hilip removed to
Seneca Cctmty Ohio, and settled on the fc.rm there we are assem-
bled in Re -union today, Aug. 30, 1894. In 1825 Martin removed to
Richland County, Ohio. Conrad removed to iyandot County, Chio,
AJD, 1834, The remsinder died in Fairfield County, Ohio, exoopt
Anthony and Barbara, who remained in rennsvlvania.

| There is no docuinz ntary evidence for the statement that John
was 2 son of the Jacob Bretz, Pretz or Rats who came. to America in
1732, Tiere 1s erithmetical evidence that Allen's stateaent is
incorrect bteczuse information on John's gravestone, in Berne Twp.,
Fairfield Co. shows:that he ve3 born in October, 1737. In correspon-
dence with the writor of this present account, Allen mte in 1913,
that his source vas Rupp's "Thirty Thouaana Names. . ."

No connection car te established tetween anv of the Bretz
fmnisrants there listed and our prooenitor dohr. Since nsmes of
only males more than 16 years old appear on the passcnger lists of the
fmmigrent ships, John was not the Johanneg or the Johzn Cristobal
Bretz lsnding in Philedelshia Ausust-21, 1750. If our John was Germane
born, he erterzd before he vas 16. Assu-ning thet, if this were the
cese, he accom.anied his perents, our Jobn could have entered in 17&»3,
aged 6, in 1744, aged 7 or in 1750, aged 13.

John mey have bheen zmencan-born. If so, the imulzrant Jacod
Pretz, ente:-ing five yeurs before John's birth, :uizht be thourht of
as his father except for the fact tiet Jacod brought e son John with
him, past 16 years old. It seems more probvabdble that, if American-

born, Jonn cume froa parents who entercd hefore 1727, the veer the
records vere becun.

- Although there 1s no record of Joian during the 18 to 27 years
preceding the xigration into Ohio, that patriarchal shift vith seven
.sons, three dzughliers and some grandchildren indicatz:s that the
group must have retained close connections in Pennsylvenia during
~ this interval. dJohn gnd his wife were aged 63 and 58 respectively
in 1800. One readily conceives that the move wos initieted by the
older sons and that the father and mother were taken along, insteed
of heing left behind in Pennsylvania. But why all, except one son

and one dzughter, left Pennsylvenia is unstat-d- in’ anv of the oral
narratives,

EikRLY DAYS IN FAIRFIELD COUNTY

In 1797, Col. Ebenezer Zans completed a new roed, Zane's Trace,
from Vheeling, W. Va. to lMaysville, Xy. A large number of Cerman
settlers are reported to heve traversed it in 1800 and closelv follow-
ing yesrs. Zene laid out e section of land for & tovn in Falrfield
Co. Ohio, and in honor of Lancaster, Pennsvivinls,zrrivals, he nemed
it New Lancustcr. It became the co unty seat, Sone time botween 1800
and 1809’ Joz‘n and his feamily jJoined this exodus to a new forarront
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of settlement, close upon the withdrawal of the Indien inhabitants.

There were two wagon roads leading westward from Philadelphia
aocross Pennsylvenia in 1800, ome to Pittsburgh by way of Bedford and
rort Legonier, the other branching off at jledford and reaching heeling
on the Ohio by way of Tort Cuaberland om the Potomze z2nd Brovmstone
(Redstone 014 Fort). The route to Bedford on th: hesdwraters of the
Juniata River was through Chippensburs and Strasshurg. Freicht and
passen:er traffic moved in the canoe-shaped and canvas-covered
Conesto:a wagons which, loaded, grossed seven tons. The journmey from .
Lencaster, Pennsvlvanis to New Lanecaster, Chilo was 400 to 450 milec long.

Life in Fzirfield County in the early 1800%s was primitive,
Houses were crtins, made of logs of course, roofed v'ith split sticks
(shakes). Fireplaces were built of mud and sticks, houses often had
no floors except hard-packed esrth. Many wvers built without an ounce
of iron in the construction. Windows were made of olled paper,
doors ere fastened with wooden latches, the strins alvave hang
outside. Cooking wus done in ﬁgts hung in the fireplsces, suspended
from an iron or wooden hook. dsteads were built br boring two-
inch holes in a log in the vell for insertion of the two end pleces
of the bed. These were supported dr legs out in the room, and
connected by the side raill, Coo':ing utensils consisted of a round
got, one or two frypans and a 10 to 12 g=llon ¥kettle. 4 wooden bucket,
a fcw pleces of timware, bone-handled steel knives znd forks, pewter
spoons, gourds for drinkin; cups; these constituted the ¥itchen and
izble utunsils of the average f=milv, |

the menu consist=d of corn pone, dodcer, ash cake, johnny
ceke znd neat. Corn was prepared by being oounded in a hole burned
in the end of a hard.ood log; finer for flour, coarser for h-iny.
Salt sold for five dollars ¢ buchel. |

Clothing consisied of homespun, dved bléc?e, brosm or frab.
Lvery home had its loom und & inrin: vheel. PFuckskin fi:ured in
the men's carb, . | | B

.~ ranthers killed cos people mround Lancaster in those days.
There were uany wolves. Saquirrels were a great pest of the corn crop.
fhere vere v.114 hogs on the hills south of Lancaster for vears.

Tihere were doz:.ns of stills in Fesirfield Co. before it was
five vears old. KEverybody drank; it was res.ectatlc, even fashloneble,
Exccss in liguor in Lancaster, however, had its penait_v. A public
whipping or a sentesnce to dig out one stumy from the streets of the
tovn follovved every public drunk. - - -

The gopulation of Fairfield Co., by 1820, wms 1358, There
appeers to te no record of the szle of anr of Nev Lancaster's torn
lots to anr Bretz durins the opening of the tovmsite in 1800, 1801
and 1802, John's fara lay approximately in the southecst cuarter of
sectisn 11 of Berne Twp., about 8 allcs southesst of town. This 1s
‘according to C. D. Hoffuen, grandson of Catherine Stonebnrner, whose
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father was Valentine, one of the sons of John. The Lancaster topo-

graghlc map, however, shows tae cemetery, which John donated from
his fara, as lyin. in the morth central part of sectiomn 1k, jJust
across the line from section 11,

C. D. Hoffman of Fuirfield Co. Boerd of rducation wrote
(tc § H. B.) in 1913 as follows:

I am thoroughly conversznt with the locziion of the Johmn
- Bretz settleaent, He, Jolin, lies buried in the o0ld Lutheran
Reformed cemetery over in Berm Twp., which was taken out
‘of the southvest gquarter of the southeast quarter of section
11. The o0ld church, which was of logs and was built. jointly by
the Lutherasns and the Reformed people, stook in & corner of
the cemetery and was torn dowvn in 1877 and a neyw structure dbuilt
near, protavly atout 300 feet west of the 0ld church and outside
“the ccuetery. The logs of the 0ld church vere so0ld and moved
‘to Colfax, about seven miles north, end erectcd into a dvelling
which is still standing. I have in ay possession a pewter
. baptismal cup which John Bretz presented to tae church when
it was Built and vhich was given back to grandsaother (Catherine)
when the new chureh was built. I also posscss sone chinawzare
vhich grendmother said her mother had brought vith her from
Pennsylvanla and had ¢ot when she and great-e:randfather' (Valentine)
Bretz were married. I often heard my grandmother Catherine Stonee~
burner (dzuchter of Valentine, son of John) relate hot- the Indiens
came ezch sprin: to taelr fara vhen she wos ouite small emd =
camped for wecks om the orecek vhich flows . through the farm emd
‘made maple su;jar, and how they helped "raise" a loz bsrn vhich I
believe 1s still stendinz. I am not quite certain of the date
‘of John Bretz®s coming to Ohio though I have often hcard grand-
mother say when Iwas a boy. I think it was in 1808 or 1809 |

Mrs. J. D. Robineon
of anﬁrew D., son of Se..muei

Morralf Marion Co. Ohio (a grand-dasuchter
J H. B.) in 1913 as follows:

son of Valentine, son of John) vrote (to

My grandfather, sndrew Bretz, told me that tie Br-tzes come to
Fairﬁeld Co. in 1806 when his father, Samuel, was six years
old. His grandpar:nts (Valentine and Elizabf»th) vere very
strict Lutherans and vhen some of the children in their =24ult
years left tne church in which they had becn confirmed,
grandmother Elizabeth walked the floor end vwrun: her hands

She was of French descent, beinz Elizabeth DeFav or DeFauw.
(Great great) grandfather Yalentine owned a form of 160 acres
in Fairfield County wiich sold efter (great great) grendmother's
deatia in 1348 for ;2200 gold, and (great) grandfather Samuel
and two of his brothers froa Sereca County brought their share
ot the e,old home (to northern Ohio) m thelr saddle bags.,

(Coup ar«‘ this merrative of roney in saddle bags with that of ""hilip,
son of John, with 2000 silver dollars in saddle bags in 1821.)

My great uncle David, son of Samnel son of Velentine, tells me-
his grandfather Valent.tne was drartcd in the war of 1§12 and thet,
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not be=ing very well, his son Johin, a boy of 18, went in his
place. I havz also "heard my 5randfather Andrew D., sey
that Christian Bretz, son of John, son of Valentine was a
soldier in the Hexioan War,

The Berne Township Cemetery

This cemetery, donatsd by John Bretz snd teken out of his
fara, was visited in’ 1928 by J H., G, It was fzirly well Xept
and there were but few fzllen stones, Severzl graves hzd only
rough slabs vhich appercntlv never hed had inseriptions om them,
The cemetery is located on a southern slope, well above the walley
bottom. The landscape is & pleansing mature topography , Pre-Illinoian
in age, only 10 to 20 ailes south of the marsgin of zlsclated southern
Ohio., Velley trains £ill the mejor v:lleys tut there 1is mo outwash
in the valley near the ccameterv.

- The church, across the road from thc cemetery, bears the
inscription "St, Panls Ev, lutheran. Orgzanized 1820 built 1874."
John Bretz gave a baptismal cup to the original L\rt-here.n soclety
but, ir he d:led in 1812 this present society cannot be that
orie,iml Lutheran Reformed to vhich hs made the =ift,

The John BEretz headstone is of dense sandstone. Part of the
inscri.tion was almost undecipherable, The year of death wus
apgar<ntly 1812. 18 was clear enough and 2 was fairly clear. The
spaocinzg anc the absence of any cross £rooves seem to indicate that
the third figure vas 1. It can herdly be 0 or 2, if other history
is to be relied on. The stome had a painted design on the head, a
eregoent :toon and seversl sturs, and the incised lettcrs and ﬁgures |

were clso palrited. Huch of this paint still cluns to the stone,

Gravestone inscri gﬁions

John Bretz
departed this 1life
June 5, 1812

eged 7L ysars, 9 months.
(This is the grave of 1-John. Iis birth dete would be Oct. 1737)

Christena
wife of John Bretz
departed this life April 5, 1818
aged 76 yeara and 7 mpS8,

In ¥emory of John Bretze
- who departed this life Kov, b, 1836

aged 68 yea 7 months and 8 davs
(His birth date would be 1768, He grobaily vas John Jr.)
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wife oT John Bretz

died Aaug. 12, 1850
aged 75 ycars, 5 months, 6 days

John Bretgz
dicd July 9, 1874
- aged 65 yrs., 11 days
(He was born, therofore in 1809. 4accordin. to the Bretz
Register, John III vos born in 1809 a2nd died in 1871, He
was a Tzraer in bremen close -to Lancester, This 1s very
probably his grave.)

In mcmory of
Valentine Bretz
vho dcparted this life April 28, 1845
aged 75 years, 1 month and 1 day

(This 1s the grave of Valentine, son of John.)

In aemory of Elizabetn. Bretz
wife of Valentine Bretz

died January 24, 18b8
a;ed 72 Yrc., 8 "1os. and 24 davs

John Stoneburner
died April 27, 1860

aged 60 yrs., 4 mos., 3 davs

catharine
wife of Jonn Stoneburner
B, May 28, 1803 4. Feb. 10, 1839

(A dzuzhter of Velentine, son of John)
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THE INCOMPLETE GENEALOGY OF JOHN BRETZ
' OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, OHIO

Kumbers precedinu names indicate the generations, counting
from John as first. names of Bretz meles are underlined and the
record of malcs is belleved to be complete execeuvt vhere a (%2)
terminat: s a branch of the "tree™, A plus sien indicates marriage
with the female whose neme follows., Parentheses enclose merried
names of Bretz-torn females, with dat“ on hushands where avcﬁ:llable.
. Left-hand columns contain the nomes of Bretz-~-born individusls.

Resieences and occupations &0 for as listed, are mostly of the »early |
1900's. | , |

Only famiiies bearin: the Bretz name, and those one to tvo
generations removcd, have been included. The "Bretz Reglster”,
organized and maintiined for vears by H. ¥. Perninston and Anne B.
Seitz, was a manuscript record, vhich wea plonned to contain the
names of ever:r one whose oncestrv included John. It has been the
most valuable source of information for this incomplete genealogy.
Miss Seitz comuiented in 1913 that it then contained between 1500 -
and 2000 nemes, that less than half of these were Tretz names, and
that it then was far from eo:nglete.

1-John Bretz 10-1737 -- 6-5-1812 - Christena 1741 -- 1818

2-1’!1%;1 ﬁ Bretz = 1765 -- 3-27-138,8
2 n Z, dT¢ 1768 - 1836
2latherine Bretz 1778 —- 18i8

2-Conrad Bretz - * 1780 == 1861
2-ilzazdalena Bretz 1785 -- 1848

_2-He% Bretz . 1789 == 1865
2 n Bretz datcs nnknovm
'2-dacob Efefg

2-Vzlentine tz 1770 - 18&.5

2-ﬁ,_argaret ‘Bretz  dates unknovm
‘The children named above accompanied their fether into Ohio.

2-Anthony Bretz = detes unknorn
2-Barbara 2 - "
Remained in Pennsylvanie at the tiae of the fenllw misration
. into Ohio; Anthpn:r in Dzuphin Co., Berbara ln Lebanon Co.
2-Four children who died in infency

The Fairrield Co. probate records show that John's estate
was settled in 1820, that all the children sbove named shared and

that Henry then purchased the sheres of the others.
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Farmer, bLancaster, O, + Catherine Eyers --1868
a " + Dinah &usselman  1815--1865

n Pleasanton, wneb, «+ Gatherine
Hanchman, Winona, Kan. + beora V,
Grain dealer, Pleasszatcen, + omma J,

Surveyor, schoolteacher,
Lancaster; O,

(m, Pearson, Pleasanton, Neb.)

*Eary Co

+ Amanda J,

184}4--1906

Painter, Royalton, O.

(m. Bowers, Lancaster, O.)
(m. Beagle, Royalton, O.)
+ Nary Jo

[ ] ® * [ ] ] L ] o * ®

» [ [ ] a o [ ® ®

Farmer, Pleasantville; 0.

¥erchant, Los Angeles, Cal.
¥zil Clerk, Pleasantville, O.

2-Henz 17891365
3-John 1814~--1852
-Lewis 13t 3

O-Willis = 1867~

6-Roy

6-Heary

6~-Mabel

6-il.eona

5-John 18730

6-Helen 1900~

6-Bernice 1904—

6-Samiel  1906—-

S-Fannie 1871~
h-Allen E.  18hli~—

SFEQQaI'Ao 1871~

é6-Cleora 1902--1903

o-Nellie 1876~

S5-Mary 1878—
L-Jacob 1846~

o-Fannie 187h=--1575

5-Levi H, 1876~

5-Forest 1883~

S-Trafford 1886—
Li-Jdohn W. 1848--
h-Rebecca A. 181i9—1875
l-#dalina  1857--187S
L-Louisa 1853—

4-Van Buren 18539--1848
h-Henry J. 1B40--1851
h-Catherine 18I~

L-Mary 1837--187%
3-Margaret 1816--1893
3-barbara 1818-1872

Farmer, Hebron, C,

Milliner, Pleasantville, O.

) ) e 8 o n ® s o

- ° © . [ o L ° -

4+ Anna

5-Harvey
5-John
5-Henry
S=Marion
5-0llie
5-Dallie
S-Mason
S=Van
S=3ertie
Siizde
S-Bessie

S-William
5-John
6<Clinton
5-Georyge
S5-Bertie
5-Addie
S5=Finley
S=Frances
5-Douglas
S-Nora

- (m. Wine, Pleasantville, 0.)

(m. Wine, Warren, Ind,)

(m. Miesse or ileisse, Noblesville,Ind
(m. Reese)



2-Martin
3-David L.
Li=-Bachel
li-David Martin
!a-Isaac H.

L 4 *

L ] L4

-Georze F.
-Homer C.
Li-Elizabeth

3-Catherine

3-Mary k.

2=-Jacob

3-Peter .

l=Jacob .
3=Latherine

3-Mary

2-Anthony

® ® L 3 - L J

2-Barbara or Elizabeth .

2-Margeret . "

2—Magda1éna or Molly .

2=Catherine

1802 — 1836

= Katy -
<4 Julienne
{m. Downe, Iamcas, Ohio)

- Lovina &, .
Lucas, Ohio
(m. Dent)

& Elizabet:
4 Sally

(m. Rhinehait or Reinhart)
L-Anna
h-David
l=clizabeth

(m, Mast cr Must)
li-Elizabeth
h-John
L-Sarmel
h-Isaac

4+ Magdalena
o{m. John Painter
Miller)

Isaac Hite)

Jacob Foreman)



2-John, Jr.
3-John I11
3-smanuel
Li=Noah
B-William Hc

¢-Hubert H,

- 6=Harriette
5-Clem V.

6-Harold
S5-John k.
5=Ullie
L-Baria
3-Philip
i-Adolphus
li-Mary
hj=Laura
i~Frank
3-Josiah
L=John
li-Margaret
Li-Washington
5—Bert
li~Josiah, Jr.
CaCharies.
illiam
6=-Mary E.
S-artie
5-Etta

1768 — 1836
1809 -~ 1871
1803 -~ 1863
1834 -~ 1872
1861 ==
1887 -
1892 —
1863 —

1288 — 1902

136l —

1867 -~ 1898
1836 —
1812 — 1853

1805 -~ 18438
- 1861
1848 —- .

1679 —

1849 —
1871 —
1873 —
1896 —-
1875 —
1877 —

~25=

Farmer, Bremen, O,
Celina, Ohio
Merchant, Celina, O.
Clotkier, Celina, 0.

Ohio

¥erchant, Celina, OC.

® L J o [ J [ ) L L J

Lzncaster, Ohio

Farmer, Bremen, 0.

L) L L [ 4 [ L

Carpenter, Columbus

Farmer, Harrisville,
Ind,

® L J [ ] [ ] L L 4 ®

Rarrisville,

o

Ind.

<+ Mary
4 hebecca
- Martha
<+ tllen

1839 —

+ Catherine m. 1861 ——

'Blacksmith, St. Marys;+ Rachel

« Minnie
« {m. Bissell)
« {m. Nickel)
« Anna

+ Mary Hillis

1861 -~

1871 -

1861 —

(m. Lytle, Sharpeye, O.)

+ Carrie

rﬁva M.

(m. Gréy, Union City, Ind.)

. 1852 —

1875 —



hﬁm To

6=-Donald
3-Andrew Jo

S-Mary

5-Ada M.

17801861 Farmer, Sycamore, Qe
18221500 Farmer,

,

4 Susannah Foreman 1786=-1852
+ Elizabeth Seitz 1827—1913

died in infancy

a

1850w

185lm
1856
1858
1861~

1863
1868w

1307~
1390~

192G

18251902 Sycamore, Ohio
k=d. Alexander 18531902

L 4 < ]

i

"
(n. Lewis Spitler)
5-Three sons, four daughiers

Farmer, Sycamores 0O, Single
idinneapolis, linn. 4+ Ida Johnson

B&I‘bﬁl‘, Defm, Qs & Lauys iztilda Kear
(r. Ben Owen, Farmer; lawyer, Mt. Vernon, O.)
S-Four sons
(m. Co A. Bartholomew)
S-Three scrs, four daughters
Barber, Carthage, 0. + Ella Clark
Frigidaire Co. Dayton, 0. < Grace Bartholomew 1896~
(Grace = niece of
Ce Acn Barthﬁlom )

¢+ Hary Baun 1826==1872

s o o s o + Iﬁu.cy Paulin
s e (mc Wma J . Baugher)

O=ilabel e + o o« (me Eartin)

6-Bthel o+ . .+ o (m King)

&=Naomi 1906==1520

AmBEverett o o + o +1Illa Glabaugh

é-Eartha « o (m. Shafer)

(m. F. Scnwartz, then D, Whistler)

S-iinnie -« Hinnie, twins died in infancy

3.0 ® o & ©
3-Peter

3-Hoah
3-Barbara

3-Anna

1817~
1819

1815--1888

(sscond marriage) « o o o o o
1812--1850

+ Eliza Baum (lary's sister)

(m. Samel Spitler ~ 1813--1886
h=Isracl = 183Li= ¢ Hartha Bushong
Ji=Hoah 1835w -i- Susanna Loehr
Lelucinda 18j2=- + Paul Bryan
=Conrad  1838— smgle
hi=E1i 1839w ¢+ lartha Ensminger
i-Cassius  18)8=— + Bina Pingle
h=Samel  1851~- + Annetta Poe
li=dohn He 1853= + Irene Taylor
h-Douglas 1858— + Lucy Rader
li=Susanna  1845--1848



-27=

2-Conrad, cont:nued

fucinda 1820--1967". . (m, %ﬁ&rUF “ontlus 1819—1902 Sycamore, 0.)

lfv- Ce
k-Sylvester 18:1-- +4ary Paulin
L-piana 1842-- (m. Anos Kurtz)
h-Harietta 1849-- single
L-Rachel 1846 -~ {m. Robt, nudson)
L-Simon 184,8~~ single
L-Rufus 1850=-- +Ann Knapp
L-Cinderella 1852-- (n. Chas. Ingerson)
L-David R. 1855~ +Enma Shafer
L-uynthia 1856--1364
heprddison M, 1867-- +Ellen Heavner
L-Oliver H. 1866-~ single

3-Lvdia 1812--1332 . + {(m. Joun Bope 1301--1882 Sycemore 0.)

| b~ braham 1831~ - ¢+ielinda Stalters

h-Deniel 1833-- +Barbare baum
h-Susannah 183«- (m. Isaac Corfman)
L<ary S. 1835-~ {m. Petor Baum)
h-John 1837~-
Lh-tonrad = 1839-- +Dorothy Coon
L-deremizh
L-Lydie
h-Elizabeth |
h"Elj-za de 13“&5"‘ (mo Me crOSS)
Le-andrew 18,4 8-~ oxanna Kinney
L=-Aranda 18530 ~= ?m. sacod Saater)
I.-George 1864 - $Mary Freece

3-Christena 1808--1875 , , (m. Jesse Morgen)
L-Noah

beSusam ., . . . .
bdary, . . . . .
L-Conred : :

The three Baums who married into the Andrev
John Bope femilies were siblings.

(m. "d. Reynolds)
(n. H. Vayters)

J. Bretz and
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2-Valentine 1770--1355 ¢ Elizabeth DeFay or Defauw 1775--1848

3-Jonn ¥796--1873 Tanner, Helwore, 0. & Barry Co. »Iich 4+Barbaa By
L-Thristian 1821--1867 Columbus; Ohio + Anna Jenks
5~goan C. 1855-- Sailor

5<ilary 1856-~ (m. Longman)
h-1g8asc 1826--_ |, tlerchant, Groton, S. D. + Eliza Baer
' 5.Dosia 1868-~ - -usic te...cher Groton S. D.
S=day . 1870=~ Faracr, Groton, Se Do
=S Peter 1837--1863 ielamore, OChio + Cordelia Somers
L-Jdohn 1840--1:462 Killed in battle during Civil .ar
- h-lary 1823~-1890 . .{m. ¥yers, Cherlotte, ¥ich.)
helavina 1828--1872 ., .(u. Nogh Huddle, ~elmore Ohio)

LeElizabeth 1829--18(3
heFannie 1831--1366
L-lieteccy 1833--1860 .Single, ""elmore " Ohio.
4-Rachel 1835-~ -(m. Absalom iartin, Tiffin, Ohio)
j-Catherine 1803--1889 {m. Johin é:toneburner)
| L ~Noah
L-f.lizabeth . . . (m. Tinsel)
h-levi
L-Caristena
LeliTY o ¢ o o o (M. Beery)
L.Helen,K ., . (n. Hoffman)
5=Chas. D. Hoffman
h-Samuel
L-Catherine
L-John
h-lelinda
3-Christena  , o o ¢« o o o (Me warthaan or " orthaan)
’ h~Rufus
h-31las
L-Elizabeth
L-Sura
h-Catherine
t..~Caroline
PN i )
4h-Clarissa |
3-lielen 1818--1898., . (m. i‘ierbaugher) |
L-Elizabeth (m. Hoppen)
4 ~-Samuel

.(m. Robt. :,artin Floonville 0.)
.{m., weaver)



2-Yalentine, continued

av 1798--1875
Lelewis K. 1322---L571
5m Py e ® o' ) ®
5-%ilson J. 1856-~-
5“.‘&& co 1860“'
5-Fannie 1863--
4L-Abram K, 1824--13808
S-AlgernonH. 1855--1885
5-Adonisano D, 1856~~
- -5-iziiton A. 1860--1898
§.zora  1858--
4-Elizabeth 1826+~
l.-Samuei 13252--1932
5. 1856--19
6118261 Cs 4 ¢ o
. 6-Delora « o o o
5-George A. 1860--1938.
5-Frank  1866--1933
6XIma C.
6-Katie .
6-Cecil Y. 1898
u
7<¥Mertin 1925--
glearolyn '
82atin 1947 -
L-VYalen 1830--1885
5" av Ae 1858""

6-Valentine 1886e~
7-Patricle 1913--1938

6-Frank 1388~~
J-Helen L. 1912«-~

7-:1:zabeth 191k~

29~

Farmer, VanBuren 0. +Fanny ¥agy 1800--1885
David vas Peﬂnsvlvania-born

Farmer, VanBuren, Ce +Flizabeth Seitz1832--1883
(m. C. %'« Hershberger,
Bloomville, 0.)

Single, .t*:yandot , Ohio.
Dressmaker.,
. (m. . J. Steimmetz)

-Grocer Cnarlot.te ftlch. +#Mary Perky 1834--

oingle

Lav and Real Estute, , £bilene, Texas

(m, Shegherd Charlotte » Midy,
(m. 2ila Vvers, Lake

Odessa, Miochg
1832--1896

e ] ® ® ® ®

Farmer, Milton Ctr.0. +Anna Seitz
+3ares Fobinson
e o o o o -6 o f(me. Cowdrich)
. (m. Roberts)
Raptist minister, Huntington 1nd,
rAueusta Jordon 1862--
Faraer,iililton Ctr.0. minnie T’aoom -

| Single
e e s s e o o Pwmry Kistner
Single -

+fi11da Engler

+Saré Ann BXord 1832--189

Farmer, Sears,'ich, +Mary Boggs = 1859--
Deardborn, ich. #Mabel Centry |
'S . e ® ° ® 'o (mO Ao Brankovan) ' _
| N Detroit, Yich.

. 8=Putricia 193 -

Redford, Mich, -=1918

m.(ilbert Olson ,Detroit

Frances alpas

' ‘Iicho’
8-Susean 194 (ee
8-Diane 194 3=~
8=Tc2n 1948~

e o o o o o o {m. Prencis Funter,
Detro:lt - Mich.,)

R=Shirlevr J, 1938--.

8-Douglas Ve, 1942~

8-Robert RrucelOibe-



2-VYalentine, costinued

3-David,
h-?alenti (3}

6-Frank, corntinued

second marriage vwith Ka

7-0tto H.
d-Rorton L.
7"30550 ?«;’,
7“m Sc
6-0tto
6-Giertrude M.

6"?3‘11 V.
'i-‘i)avid De
8-i3onnie Ge
7-Thos. Edx,
7-Yerion E.

7<Dorothy N.
5-Eva

5=-0rson

5-Ruth

S-Don
L-¥ary
l,-Christena

L-Barbara ¥,

1920--
194 3=~
1923~~
1930 ==

1896--1920

1889--

1894 -~
1916 -~
1947 ==
19",8--
191%~-
1946~~
1923--

1926 -~

1862--1921

1867 ==
1894 =~
1870--~

1873--
1832-~

1836~

1834 --~1908

1838-~1854
1840-~-1864 Died of starvation in Libbv *rison

te dalpas, slster of first wife.

e« +« o o f{(3a.R.E. Sanith, Adrian, Mich,

7-Roland
T7-I'lecta
- 7=111is

1924 ~~
1927 -~
192G <=

St. P&ul ,?ﬁinn. - ﬁildrcﬁ Ec DaV‘,V 1396--

»

& » « o
L O. ] L 4
- Carpenter, L

L

(m. Vernon stocker)

8-Candzce L.

5=Ella

5-Clara
(m. Daniel Seitz)
S-Four children

(m. Kenneth Holmes)
(m. Spencer leigh)
-Ewilda
m, bunford)

m. Buckborough, Lake O

6-LaVerns
6-Viverne
ake Odessa
(m. Noah Einsel, riffin, 0.)
S5-Alonzo
5-Deloras
5-Fanny

(m. ¥m. Tatson)
5-Irvin

Mich.

1947-~

1867 =~

dessa,

Mich. )



‘31“
- 2=Valentine, continued

3-Samuel 1800--1374 Penn.-born. Feramer, Wyandot, Ohio
, +Catherine Bibler 13804 --1888
4~-Anna 1824--1889 o . . <« (2. Shoots) .

| S-ilary {n. Bailey liorde)
L-Andrew P.  1827--1905 Furaer, orral, O.

ﬂzary Seitz 1830-~

§-slice 1855-- s+ o o o (m, Brovn) o
6-Effie (m. J. D. Robinson)
6-Frank |
6-f:alph
6-Ray

h-r:lizabeth  1829--1912 . (m. Rev. Lewlis Seitz)

' | | -~ 3eAnna B. Seitz | 1858--1930
5-Kate |
5-Elma |
S5-¥irginia
S5-Mary

- 5-Bloom
- 4H-David D. 1837--1922 Parmer, Harpster, vhio
B +Jane Coon 18.37—-1909

S<Fanny = 1860~ e o o« o {(m. Ten Eick)

5-Stanton k. 1862--~ Vet. surg., furniture undertuking, levada 0.

: s+Ione f 1868--

~ 6=Rowena 1899~ | B

5(ora 1866 == . e o e o (m'. Swartz)

5-Nellie 1873~ Teacher, Nevada, O. (m. Barden)

L-Mahala 1840--3906 , , , , (m, aicBride, Butler, Mo.)

- S-Myrtie -

L-Amanda 1843--1878. . . . (m. Norton, Wyandott, 0.

L-Mary Y. = 1845--1855 | |
4-Fannie M. 1832--1911, , , , (m. John Brovn)
-. 5-Fannie ‘
L-Rebecca 1835--1911 ., ., . . (m. Herman Baer, Morral, Ohio)
| 5-Jonas
5-Charles
5«Bailey
5-Frank
5-%illian
5-Kate
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2-hilip 1765--1848 <+ Elizabeth Burdner, Burton, Parton or Bottner
1769--1833
3=-Susannah .« . . o {(m. Abrshan Heistand) -
4 -Soiomon 1808-- |
4 Qiary . « ¢ o o {(m. Beagle)
h-levi 1816--1886
- h=JdJoOhn 1817-~1838
3-{second marriuge) (n. Henry wolf)
~ L -Samuel |
L-Lliza e e o o {m, Free)
3-(third marriage) {n. williams)
- h-Sarah ¢« e o o single
‘}“Elizabeth . ° > ° Sinale
L-Margarct « o o {m. Daniel Huddle)
3-Cathcrine 1801--1875 {(m. Rev. Jacob Garber, mrdshell Baptist --1890)
L-Gideon - |
L-Samuel
L-Kebecca e ¢ « o (m. Spitler)
3-Sobina 1802--187L {(m. Geo. Bever 1800--1369)
(or Lavinz) L-Gideon
l-Joseph
4 -Solomon 1827--1866 _
L-falissa e o + o {m, Shalter)
L -Sarah e e e . {m. Revert)
4-Adaline ‘e« e o o (m, Reifr)
L-Amanda e o o o {(m. Coup)
L-Samuel |
3=-f2ary 1808--1890 (m. John Pennington)
{(or Polly) L~Solaomon
L-H. Frank Pennington
hePhidip
LeLavina e o o ¢ (m, McClintic)
l..-Betsy
3-Sarah 1811--1870 (m. John ¥ax 1813--18%7)
(Or S&lly, lc.-Philip ' o . ° . Single
| L-Fliza
hesameel
LeElizabeth ¢ « ¢ o« {m, Coup)
L<Mery e ¢ « o+ (m, Hall)
h"‘tTOhn, dr.
3=ii1izabeth 1799--1874 (m. Peter springer 1802--1867)
| 4L-Phillp e ¢ o o = 1Misley
L-Sarsh e o o o ('n. Nisley)
‘&""Am _ o b e ¢ ' ("lo King)
L-tiary e« o o o (m., Rerkey)
L<Cetherine e« o o o (m, Hartnan)
h-Rebecca e ¢ <« o {(m, Meach)
For
3-John
3-Jacob

3-Philip, JI‘.
see following pages
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2-°Rilip
3-fhiliy. dr. - 1807--1874 . . « o+ Catherine Free 1809--1838
L,-Geor e W, 1838--1896 . « « o+ Mary Bllen "truusslsl»h--l9236
5% innic 1866~~~ e « o of{m. Rev. David Pazrks)
6-Mary « e « o ¢ o« {m, Ives)
6-Ellen . « ¢ o « o {m, Ives)
6-John
6-Ruth c o s e o o (m. Snodgrass)
5-Irvi 1870~~~ Cleveland. + Edith Shaw
6-N31]L € 1899" e o o o‘mo cnas: i-ddV)
S=-Anns 1873=~ e o o ofm. J. A, Zimperman, Tiffin, 0.)
3Z£§Ziom; ;;zarrlagzi - iied .+ Mary Andre 1819--1348
0: 20N 1343--1907 Piffin, 0. + Amenda 1846 -~
5-S1lcs 1868~ ’
6-Garl
56- velyn 87
<Larl 1874 -~
6=iz1 1dred
5<Grover 1586 «-
6-8velyn
-6=Ruth
6-George
L-EBdvard 184,8--1933 « « « .+ Sabine Spitler 1849~-19
S-Hoidh Soattle %
6-n, Bdvard
7-connie
7-¥illiam
6-Henrietta - « = - « » » « + (m. ¥m. Schlarb, then Yoseley)
SeArabella e ¢« ¢ o o s o o o {(m, John Boos)
6-Merguerite « « « « (m., Schomberg)
6=Sabina « « o« o« {(m, Devilbiss)
L-Sarah A. 8&6--1923 « « o o(m. Daniel loose, Tiffin.)
6-Edv:ard
6-Gilbert
6-Corrie . « . « » o {m, Gilbert)
6=0tto
6-Harvey
6 <Elmer

Lb-Philip, III died in infancy

Lh-Jdaco

1842--1843

3-{Third marriage). . « « « o « . & Susannah Winter
L-Two infant sons 1850 end 1851

3-John
L-Lewis
5-Ben jamin
6-Bertha
5-Lucius
ona
6-=Cleo
5-Lydia
L<Catherine
L-Elizabeth
L-Susannah
4-Barbara
. §=ANNa
L ~Sgrah
L-Lydiz
L-Rebecea

1794--1852 Xelmore, 0. + Lydia Seitz 1800--1866

1826 -~ Rochester Ind. + Cetherine Bever
184,8-~ '® & Cassandra

1850-- e o o 04; E}_}_a

e« « o « o =« o o on, Rennals, .Argus, Ind.)
1328--1864 « s+ o <{(.1, Rev, Henrv Black U.B.)
1822--188 « « - <+(m, Joshua Fstep or F’astep

> o o o @ 000031%13

1830--1915 « « « esingle

1821 -=- e « ¢ o{m, Rev, 7, P, Thornton, U.B.)
1824--1901 . « « «m, John Stauffer Poplar, 0.)
1831"-1901 e ® © o(mo Pal‘ks RiChe‘OOd 00)
1332--1908 , . . .(m. Hiren i'elch, balinuville, 0.)
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2-°hili;

3-dacob 1795~--1866 Seneca Co., 0. .

+ Philadelghia Wolf 1795--1839

L-Caroiine e o o o
5=-Albert
S5=Jerome
5-t'1l1liem
5-Anna
5-leura

e L] O(mo HOltZ)
5-Florence
5-Theodore

e « «(m. Cen. Black
5-Charles
S=dacod
5-Alonzo
5=-Jasper
5«viliian
5-Ardella
5=-Aznes
5=Joslin

Twzin of Chas., Eohraim

b-?&ary ann s e s .

k-Sovena

L-=Christera 1828--

.« o o{m. Abel T. Norris)

. . o {m. Yust)
e « o o{m, Forrest)

e o o o{m, Snively)

1824 -~ )

1847-- lake Odessa,
1849~-~

1850--1906

1352--
1854 -~
1856 =~
1358=-~
1859--

fich.

(m. Fard)
{(m. Augustine)

(:2a. George Jecobs)

5=Recd
. 5-Suiner
h—a‘emna e ° ° s
5-Hazel
5-Jacob
S=Avery
5<-Ras006
L-Angliese ¢« o+ o . |
5<-Robert
5-iiinnie Jo
5-Ralph
5-RBarl
5-Viola
6-Mary
6-Russell
1830--3 903 Pattle Cree:, ""ich.
+ unelia Lind

h-Scmael

g:%nfint. ?egtht a)
E&riey (aqaouiue
5-Harcucrite (adogted)

« + o{(2, Sherman Lee)

o « «{m. Russell Hanby Bever)

. e e o o(m. 83?0]‘81 tims,

e« o o ﬁ(!ﬂ. Shade)
o o @ 0(:“.. ;:Cﬁdle)

4+ Exrma Cha “berlain

L-Agron J. 4-13-18436-- abt. 1916
5-Bertoa 1866-- Teacher, Oakland, Calif,
S=Eugene
5 ord 1872--
sharles =para
b-pherles 28-=1905 see follovwing page



k-Ches, Ephraim
T B-7<1878==7-26-1905
5«01iver JdJoseph .
T 9=11-1854--3-27-192s
6-3 Harlen 9a2-1882 =~

7-Fudolf C. 7-12-19%2 -

-Peter Q-z4-19 —
8-Michael 6-2-1938 ~-
8~iyendy 3«13«104); --

7-Rhods Ircne 11-24-1917--

6-Bina jclle 9 9-17-1884 ~-

6-Hartha i, 2-22«1892 ~-

6-:Tnest C. 10-11-1895--

7-t1lisabeth J. 8=24-1920--

6- second wmarrisce
T=iiarealct Lo ©6-28«19. 4=~

7-Johanna E. 3-5-1926 -e
7-01iver John 8-9+1927
6-Merguerite L. 3-20-1898 -

L e
- ‘.5-
-~

+ Blizabeth Ceorge
2=4=-1633--0-25-1887

+ Rhods daria Howlett
1-30-1359--3-20-1620

$ ¥anny Belle Challis

4 Enilic Fermicr

{m. Jzmes K. Riley)
8-Richzrd
8-Terrill
{n. Rev. Levi Goodwin)
7-Isabel -
T-Carlton
¢ Vivian Tranchntti
(n. Fr=nk Schreiber)
7-Joyce
T=largarct
+ vather Wakefield
(~21-1897--9~8-1920
3. e ie OStC‘bttI‘)
-Sal'&h x..go
8-Suzanne
$ £1len Putnan
(. E. T. Baker)
8"“?—!13!1331 He
8-Peter P

3-5-13881 ==
7-16-1913 -

9-20-1910 --
12-25-1%44 -~
€-18-1948 -~
12-23-1882~~
5=28#1917 --
7-17-1924 --
11-15-<1924 -

L-7-1929 --
7-2-193, ==

6-7-1920 =<
112171943«
12-10-1947=~
6-1-1894 «-
7-31-1917 --
9-3-1946 -

8-Twin dbrother, died et birth

(mo R. Se. PiSKOtY)
+ Joan Hughes
{(m. Guy Vroman)
7-Farbars
(m. Lester Yarger)
7-Virginia

{(m. Harold “rainard)

7fJam§s

4=6-1925 -
10-1-1929 --
8-12-1897 ~-
12-25-1916-~
10-7-1915 --
5+13-1926 -~
2-20-1927 --
8-13-1932 --
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L-Chas. <Jshralm, continued

S5-fr=mklin J. + ¥ary wthithy | 18€65--104LL
T=3~1861-~7-19=-1943 |
6-Lelah {m. Jasper 2FOoTrTOw) 1893-~
9-23-1891~--10-18-1941 7-tichard 8-21-1014 -~
| | 7-Veryvl 12-21-1016~-

6-d Gerald 6-11-1903 --  + Pearl Hazel 11.-13-1907--
7-kevsrly snn 11-21-1932-- | :
7-vieTylin Sue 5-2-1939 --

5-Chas. wWesley 1-12-1875 <= # Alice Hogue 2-12-1874 <=
6-sphraia Ross 1893--1899 -
6<Thelna 0«2-1002 ~- {(m. Pzul Roomer) 1828--1947
6<liar jorle 1-13-1905 «- .
6-F¥ave 9-28«19090 <~ (m. Carl .indersaon) 2=5-1902 ==
. 7-"andra Fuayve 7=26-1940 «-
' 7-donn B. |  1=11=1942 -
5--ara Ann {(n. Ceo, :fuddle)
12-19~1855--2-17-1938 7-11-1859--3-17-1915 |
| 6-Leon 8-5-1888 -
| - 6-Flsie (m. H. J. Sweet) 8-10-1892 --
S5-Lecttie s:lice 7-31-1863 «- {(m. ¥m. Curtis]
ly=21,~1858--9-24-1944 |
6-Cavlia (m.AllisonToles)l0-16-1889-~
6-Hzrold 4Elga Walters 7-27-1895 --
. 6=¥olght +MNettle “#iller 2-5-1399 ==
5-rhile Jane 1859--1859
§-Catherine ,manda 1865--1867
5<Cora 1867--1868

5-welthe “ermeliel869--1888
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Propincuity wvas z lzrge factor in selection of nates in the
sparsely settlsd country. Huddles, Kagys, Bartholamsws, Penningtons,
Foremans, wines, Spyitlers, Wolfs, Bauas, Bevers .and Seitzes married
Bretz girls or . vere uarricd by Bretz boys., There werc seven Bretz-
Seitz asrriages, all occurrin: amon:: the third znd fourth PRretz
enerztions. The earlliest kmovn Seitz was Jonannes, (1840-1793) vho
entered sqerics in 1764, coxnin:. froa Bavaria with wife, Katherine
(Dichl)} =2nd a bebe in aras, Lewis, dJohznnes settled in York Co., Pa.,
just across the Susquehanna froa Lancaster Co. A Cotholic in Bavaria,
he bec:uae a “rotestant in America. lewls, the only son recorded,
ceae to Fairfield Co. Ohlo swwith four sisters Gurinz the same deeade
that savy John Eretz cnd famlly move vest, Two of these aisters had
descendants vho :arried into Bretz foanilies., The seven marriages noted
were all among Loewis’® children and grandchildren., The outstarndl ng fron-
tier family amon;; the Seltzes weg sired by Benjanin Huddle. He married
Anna {1805-~ ), a daughter of Lewis, Ther had no lass thon 18
children. ¥Four died young, ei ht 1ived past the 80-yeer milestone,
five lived pust 90 «nd one, (cdylna: in 1945) was 102 yesrs old. Seitzes,
as vell as uretzes, moved froa Fulrfield Countv into northern Ohio,
vhere most of this intermarryin: occurred.

PHILIP BRETZ

Three of the sons of John failed to stavy in Fairfield County
for the remainder of their lives. Yielding to the lure of newly
opened farming lands in the northern part of Ohlo, Philip was the
first to move (in 1822 to Seneca Co.j) folloved v Martin (in 1825, to
Richland Co.) and then by Coanrad (1:34, to ! vandot Co.)e. Accordin. to
H, F. Pennin_ ton, {a grandson of Philis by his d=u:hter, liary), vho
has assiduously colleei:@ the scatter«d orul inf rmation bearing on
the iiistory of ilne John Bretz fzmily, “hilip drousht inis famllv with
hia to lenecea County. le is sald to hzve brovgsht two saddle bags full
of silver dollars =nd - ith this, to have purchased 1500 zcros from
the Federal Governaent for «:2000. He gave a gquarter sectinn to each
of his nine children, erxce,t Cathcrine. Her husband, Rev. Jzcob
Garber, asked for 80 acres a@nd $100 ensh, Philip thus ke.t 160 acres.
Fennin:ton bellieved that Philip married tirice but vwas uncertsin
vhat children vere bvorn of each wife. IHe wie inclined to thin: that
the first wife died eariv, snd that a2ll the children vere off--ring
from the second union. Philip built the old homesterd in 1847, vhen
he wus 82, a year before nis desth. It stood, until 1942, near
Honey Creck, half a slle east of lelmore. He is buried «t the Stone
Church or United Brethren Chapel, built on .art of the old homestead,
on the bunits of Honey Crcek. Philip, as rec:lled by “ennin ton, vms
"tall and stately”. Pennin ton waes but 2 bov of six ot the tine, but
he reculls that Philiy had = full hezd of halr =2nd parted it in the
middle., Consldering that 211 of ~“hilipts dircet decc-ndants in
the Jacob-E_hrain-0ilver-Horlen line beccme bald foirly eerlw, this
full hesd of hair maey nave heen a wig, T generstions later
Bphrain alvmys wore 2 wig vhen he :ent to church. _T’ennin:ton’s
notice 1zs attracted to the 0ld xun beoe use he peeled &n ¢ ..:1le for
thc bor, tekim. the peeling of f in one coaplete jiece,
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Anna Seitz {grend-dsuzhter of Samuel, son of Valentine) |
quotes her father Lewis Seitz as authority for the folloming « ™"Unole
Philip was not:d for his honesty. At one time, he had & fine cow
which a neizizbor wanted to buy. The neighbor *offered. a zood urice
for it. "No", szid Uncle ™:ilip, "She isn't vorth tiet much, I*ll
take only™ {naain: a lover yricei

The records-of Senecs ccunty 1and transactions shov that
?hilip purchased 1200 acres in differant pare:ls at interv:1ls from
1821 to 1829. This seemns to indicate that the familv did not all
g0 tozcether to Seneca Co. Phillp was 56 vhen he hougsht the first
unit, “end 6l when he conulet:=d the yurchases. The records z1lso
shovs gurchases of iand, durins; that same interval, by David cnd
dJohn oretz, sons of Vﬁlentine nephevs of Thilip. No other Bretgss
are noted & uring this mterval.

Philip's purchases were s follows

SE 1/2 see. h, jﬂen ‘I‘Wp Aug. 20, 1821

SE 1/ sec. 23, " 22 "
E 1/2 of Ni l/h 56C. 26 Eden Twp. Auz. 22, 1821
NW 1/h sec. 21, Bloom Twp. " 27, 1821

W 1/2 of Su 1/h sec. 20, Bloom Twp. Aug. 27, 1821
SW 1/4 sec. 25, Eden ‘I's;:p. Jen. &, 1822

% 1/2 of 8E 1/4 sec. 30, Bloom Twp. ¥arch 4, 1825
E 1/2 of S 1/h sec. 30, n n 3\113;'26 1826
W 1/2 of S 1/4 sec. 30, " " uwz. 16, 1328
NE l/la- sec, 31, Bloom Twp. June 1, 1829 |

David's purchases vere as follows

W 1/2 of W 1/4 sec. 31, Bloom Tvp. iay 23, 1827
W1l/2 of SW 1/4 sec. 31, " " Nov. 3, 1829

John's purchass was 2s follovs
W 1/2 of NE 1/4 sec. 11, Eden Twp. Aug. 20, 1821

rhilip was zmon;: the vervy first to enter Secneca County as an
agriculturalist for the first szle of farm land in the cHrunty wes
in 1819. I&den was the first township to have settlement. Survey
into sections occured in 1820 and the township wec nemed Tor its
remgrkatly fertile soil. Honzy Creek has trenched ehout 50 foet
into the ground moraine suriace of the tovmship. HMelmore wes nemed

for Honey Creek. the township ¥eS orzanized the vear 1t was surveyed,
£hilip bretz is nemed smsn:s the first settlers conling there after the

szles ogened in 1821. |
Tovmship trustees included the following Tretzes,

183, Joan T, Bretz, one of Four trustees
1845 - dJonn Bretz

184647 ™  "®

1348 -Philip Bretz

1849 " n

1850 John Bretz

1856 P, Bretz
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The t.ownshig had 319 inhabitznts by 1830 and Melmore contained 250
peopls in 18,7. asmon: emteryrising citizens listed for Eden Township
in 1847 were Joiin Bretz and Fhilip Pretz. It was in this year that
Philiy built the ston: hous: on Honey Creek, where the 1887 re-union
was hcld. Isaae Bretz and A. K. Bretz were subscribers to Butterfield'’s
Historr of Semeca County, publishad in 1847. Isaac wes = son of John,
son of Vuleniine. 4. K. mav be a misyrint, referrins to Andrew J.,
son of Conrzd, vho is listed in the iretz Rog:.ster &s living in syoa-
more, & fev uﬁes from elaore. Jzcob Iretz vwes listed as a settler
on Honey Crezk in 1823, This was Jacobh, son of Philip. A Charles -
Bretz liv:=d near Rocky Creck in 1821 nd a Charles Bretz vas listed as

a properous feraer in & Scneca Co. history in 1840. In nel ther case
czn this name belon. to John's femily.. B

Barly conditions in Seneca County duplicated those encountered
20 vears ezrlier in Fairfleld County. Housss wers built of logs,
roofs vere made of split lozs with a2 _utter hevwed on the upturncsd
flat side of tie und:or tier. The upper tier covercd the cracks of
the lovzr 2nd had the semiecircular surfaces upgermast, the edges
thus resting on the verss of the gutters in the lovwer tier. Floors
and doors were made oOf puncheon stavbs. Fireplaces were constructed
of clay aixed with sm=ll s8; chinneys of cros«ed stics, "Ralsings"
were held for the erection o these cakins., Wiliins help was secured
by e liberal supply of whiskev. MTemperance Traisings™ graduallv |
developed becuzuse of thc ev:t.lcz of the usual d‘fa ir.

Volves were plentlrul in the countv 1n the early davs,
ni-hts were deseribud s hideous vith their howls. They were
particularly vicious on the east side of Sanduskv River where
Philip nede his land purchases.

The known spen of activitv of that eccentric sweaenborgian
Johnny Appleseed, (1801-1847), almoat exactly covers thc Ohio h:lstory
of John &nd Phili Bretz, and soae of the counties. receiv:lng his
attention, (Licrino Richland ete.), vere close to the oountry of
these :.retzes. Always on the move end everyvhere welconed by the
gettlers, Johnny might heve bz .n Xnwn, &nd must have bes—n ’n*vn ot'
by somue of John's sons.

No soldiers :ith the name Bretz are listea froa Senec‘ Co.
durin: the Civil nwar.

Althougsh life undcr these frontier conditions was hard,
leisure vias non-existent, comforts werc few end culture vas limlted
to the Lutheran or the United Brethron church, these forebears vere
not driven froa Pennsylvania to Ohio, nor from Feirfi-14 .to Sencca
county, by econoaic, religious or poiitical gressure gs verc the

ant Gersans & genoration or tvo earllier., 7vhilip c:mé well-
heeled and played the. part of an afiluent patrlarch in setting up
his oﬁ‘agr:lne on thelr own farms, 'l'he reason for these noves ean
be only that these people sou:ht the opportunities a nevly opened
land offered, and d4id not greatly disu}-e the simple, rugced life
recuired,
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Cemetery Records from Semeca, Merion and #yzndot C~unties, Ohio

"01d Bretz Graveyard” near Sycamore, Ohilo

Conrad Eretz
died dJan. 29, 1861

aged 80 years, 9 'nonths and 23 days |
(Born in 1730, this is the grave of Conrad, son of John)

Susan, wife of Conrad Bretz
died Jan. 18, 1852
aged 65 years, 2 months, 2 days

Cemetery 3 miles southeast of Tiffin, Seneca Co.
NE corner of sectinn &4

In memory of
Jacodb Violf
died March 2, 183&..

| ‘ aged 68 years, 2 months and 8 days
(Born 1766)

in memory of
Christena C,
wife of Jaocob ¥olf
died Oct. 13, 1349
| aged 38 vear=, 6 months
{Born 1761) |
Isasc Wolf

died Se,t. 25, 1857
aged 35 years, 10 'aonths s, 21 days

Prudence, vife of lIsgac Wolf
died Msy 9, 1854
aged 25 *rs., 1l mos., 11 days

Corporal J. .T. Wolfe
Co. G, 3rd Ohio Cevalry

John liolf
died Jan. 28 1858
a5z 79 years, 17 deys
(Born 1779)
Mary A,

wife or Meshach Wolfe
' died Jan. 2 1&9
aged 28 vrs,, 9 mos., 27 days

James V.0l1f
died Sept. 1k, 1869 |
aged 64 vears, 1l months, 9 dave
1hare aTe undoubtedlv relativ.s of “hiladelohia Volf, wife of Jacod
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Grand Prairie Cemetery, Rocky Fork Baptist Church
Mgrion Co. Near Iﬁarion. det. 23 and 221
Collectcd by ‘rmest and Ellen Bretz

Szmuel Bretz
Aied azpril 30, 1874
azed 73 yrs., 8 10s8., 2 days

{Born 1800, he wes & son of Vzlentine)

cotherine wife (of Samuel, iden name Bibler)
d::.ed. Jun 22, 1888

aged 83 vrs., 8 =mos., 2 days

Andrew D, Bretz
born Mareh 5, 1827
died fan. 9, 1905

(He wos & son of Samuel, son of Valentine.)

Mary, vifc. (of A.D,., :meiden neme Seitz)
born Oct. 5, 1830
died Aug. 18, 1912

Jane Ann HBretz
born Nov. 7, 1837

died May 12, 12909
(Not in "Register")

David S. (Bretz? No nzme on stone.)
born Dec. 30, 1837

died April 6, 1922
(Semuel, con of Valentine had = son David S.)

Ccmetery three mlles east of ielmore, Scnece Co.
Nis corner of section 30

Barbara
wife of dohn bBretz
- died Nov. 28, 1860

(She was the wife of John, son of Valentine)

Rebecca M, |
deughter of J. and B, Bretz, died Oct. 2, 1860

Simon P.
son of J. cand b, Eretz

died ey 15, 1863



Lewls M. Brectz
éied rue,. 11, 187y v
“azed 48 yTs., 3 A0Se, 7 days

(He was =z son of David, son o:t’Vc,.lentme.)
(Le is K. in liretz Res“ister)

.c.lizabetn (maiden nume :as Seitz)
wife of L. K. Bretz
died Dec. 19, 1888
- aged 61 yrs., 5 mos., 19 deys

&11 Bretz
 diled }¥ay 6 1900
‘aged 77 yrs., 7 mos., 7 days

(He was 2 son of Cour:d)
Elizabeth his +ife (+ife of Eiil, maiden neme wos Seitz)

killiam A. Bretz
| 1854 - 1928

(He vas 2 son of 11, son of Conrad)

MVin de - |
- son of Aaron and 3 1iz Seitz
died May 10 1890
| .’ agf’d 21 yrs., 7 mos., 3 days
(A pephew of RKlizabeth, vwife of Eli)

United Brethren Chagel Cemeter— on Philip Bretz far'n,
east of Meclmore, Seneca County

This cemetery wus woefullv neglected, in 1928, Many stones
hed fzllen, soae fsllen oneS may heve been concealed in the tungle
of vegetati:)n. Later informati-n 1s that this condition has been
corrected,

Phllip Bretz
died fuarch 27, 1&8
i aged 83 vs'ar..

(This is the grave of Philiy, son of John)
Philip Bretz -
- died april 16 ~1874

aged 67 vears, 1 20., 28 days

(Born in 1807, he was Fhilip, Jr.)



Catiierine,
wife of Philip Bretz
died sy §, 1838
aged 28 yrs., 7 mos., 2 days

{First wife of "hili, Jr., msiden name vas Tree)

Mury, wite 21 ‘hilip Eretsz
. .:! :?(:‘;é 7-’1%1,; . 1~ T &) Q

R ,/} ”J“;'.

aged 28 ¥rs., 7 mos., 12 days
{Secanﬁ wife of Philiy Jr., malden namwe vas Andre)

dJacob, son of P. and ¥. Bretz
dlnd “leren 46 1243
aged 9 mos., 17 davs

Ind nx son o2t P. &nd 3. Bretz
‘ ﬁi(,d cino 6’ 1350

Infant aan ox P. znd 5, Bretz
di=d Nov. 16, 1851

Jonn Bretz
dicua July 24, 1852
aged 57 yrs., 9 ontas, 10 davs
He vas the father of 16 children,
5 sons anéd 11 deughters

(Born in 1794, he was a son of Philip.)

Lvdia, wife of Joan Bretz (mziden name wus Seitz)
~ died Oct. 28, 1866 '

aged 66 yrs., 7 mos., and 25 davs

Elizabeth, wife of
Joshua Kasgstep and dauchter
of 7. and L. Bretz
dicd Teb., 21, 1848
aged 26 vrs., 1 mo,, 18
dav:

Noati, son of J. and L, Eretz
a*rc Oct. 29, 1823
aged 8 M08., 12 davs

Infant scn of J. and L. Bretz |
o | - Jdied T=2b, 7,

-
S e
AN
Ned

}:‘.5.;'5.& ;B'ﬂe s {}&ut Q'f o 2 f«nd L' Br 2% Z .
| ' ﬂlcé augﬁ 9: 1841
' aged 3 vrs., 2% dsys

John, sor of 1. and L. Bretz :
died Sept. 27, 1827
aget 2 vrS,
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Mary, wife oi Neah Scitz
died Apr. 22, 1365
aged 65 yrs., 11 mos., 7 days

noah, son of N. and 3., Seitz
died -7, 19, 1847
aged 11 vrs., 3 mos,

George Bever
born Marcin 26, 1800
died Seut. 26, 1869
aged 69 vrs., 6 mos.

Sebina, vife of (;zo. Bever
died Oct. 19, 1874

aged 71 yrs., 10 nas., 4 days
(a dzuchter of #nilip) |

Solouon Bever, son of GCeo. and Sebina liever
died Dec. 28, 1866
a._,ed 39 vrs., 3 08 , 8 davs |
icmher of Co. K, 123 Reg., 0.V 1.

(G .A».R.. flag on ¢reve in dJune, 1930)

Solo:on vever
died Mxy 8, 1882
aged 32 yrs., 10 months

(A, oarcntly u brother of Geo. Bever)

sieria, wife ot Solomon Bever
died Sept. 14, 1863
eged 55 vrs., 6 MoS., 25 deys

Elizzoeth, wife of Solozon Tever
died May 11, 1897
aged 75 vrs., 20 dsys

John Vax
vorn veyt. 13, 1313
died Dec. 7, 1897
aged 84 vrs., 2 mos., 24 deys

verah, T ife of John Wax
torn Maren 17, 1811
dleﬁ Fer, 26, 1830 "
- -ed 63 vyro., 11 mos.,9daye

(£ 8~ucshrer of ~hili:)



45

Gravestone inscriptions in Fish Cemeterwy

- - - $
new Kochester, Crawford Co., Ohio

Jacob' Bretz
1866
71 vrs.

{This is the grave of Jacob, son of Philip, father of Eohraim)

Phil. Bretz
May 1, 1889
94 vrs., 21 davs

(She was the wife of Jacob, son of Philip)

Jdentifications of the Bretzes =2nd Bretz wives
burled in the U, B, Chapel Cemetervy

Philip, son of John, and tvo of his sons, Philip Jdr. and
John arc buried here. From data in the Philip, Jr. familv bible,
reported by Grace, wife of Harrv, son of George, and by Aaron, son
of Jacodb, son of fhilip, "hilip 3:'. was nmarried three times.
Catherine Free was his first wife, Mary Andre his creconrnd, and
Susennah Winter his third. The first t+¢ wives are buried here,
The 9-months o0ld Jacob wms Hary's child, the tvo infants were born to
susennah., Lydia wes John's vi1fe and the four children of J. and
L. Bretz aro pert of thelr large familv, The hesdstone boast
of iohn's fathering 16 children blandlv isnores the vart Lvdia
plaved and the im.lic»tion of those inf~nt ~nd earlv childhood
deaths,
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BikETZ PHOTOGRATHS

A group ghotorrajsh of the first Bretz reunion, held in 1837
on the Phillp Bretz firm neor Melmore, was sutmitted to H. ¥, Tenning-
ton, allen Bretz and Anna Seitz about 1913 for identifieation of
individu=ls in the groupy of more than 200 Brotzes and relatives,
Taree randsons of John Bretz und eisht grect srandsons were identi-
ficd, plus 83 other people. sll these gre located bv numbers penned
on the ¢opy of this photosraph ovmed bv J Harlen Bretz. vhen Melmore

was visited in 1937 Just half a centurv later, there vere no Bretzes
11v1nx there or in thp vicinity.

The 1ist of idertifled pcrscnrs in the photozxraph is as follows:

1. and 22, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Herschbeorger. She was Ella, e
of Lewis K., son of David.
76. Catherime (Bilblor), wife of Samuel, son of Valentine,
50. and 46 or 80. Ig.vid son of above Sszuuel end wife.
61. Stanton, son of above David.
27. and 28. Rev, lewis Seits and wife. She wss & doushter of
~ Sanmuel, son of Valentlne,
Ly 17, 18 87, 68, 69 and 71. Dzuzhtcrs of lewls Seltz. 18 is
Anna Bo SeitZO
65. Bloom Seitz, son of Levis Seltz. |
48, and 49. Deniel Soitz end wife. She was Barbara, ¢ d=urhter
of David, son of Valentine.,
5. Marzaret "Miesse (Meisse), daughter of Henry.
6. and 7. Mr, and Mre. Allen E. Bretz.
8. and 9. Mr. and Mrs. John Vi, Bretz, he a son of John, son of Henry.
10. Andrew J. Bretz, son of Conrad.
64. Eli Bretz, son of Conred. -
79. Hattle Bwrtholomew daughter of Eli.
11. Charles Black. A son of Sovena, daushter of Jacob son of “hilip.
15, 12, 13, and 14. Oliver, a son of Chas. Eyhreim and Rhoda
| Bret.z, with Harlen and Bina.
19, Seamuel Garber. |
L7. Rev. Jacob Garber, son-in-laxr of Philip. |
51. aAudrew D, Bretz, son of Samuel, son of Valentine. 76 1is his
mother.,
16, Mrs. Alice Brown, daughter of Andrew D.
20. Funnie Bretz Stcinietz, daughter of Lewls X, Fretz. 22 1s her
sister. .
21. Ada Bretz. -
24, 25 and 26, Edward, son of *hilip, Jr., wife znd d.ughter,
29 and 30, George F. Bretz, son of ?hil"p Jr., and vife.
31 to 38. Damniel Loose, vife and femily, e was Sur‘h a
daughter of Philip, "Ir.
§2 and 53 or 78. Nozh Stonsburner end vife. His mother vas
Catherine, & duughter of Vzlem%irs, son of John.
39, irse. Bailev Horde, &She was Mepv, duu\’hter of Anna, dauchter
‘ of Samuel.
41 to 43. Rev. Parks 3 viife and dthter, she vas s dsu hter
of Gearte son of hilip, Jro
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L, Nrs. Mary Hzll, a duu hter of Scrch, a daughter of Philip.
45, Chas, Eghrein ﬁretz. 15 is his son.

77. Philadelphi: Wolf, wife of Jzcob, mother of Ephraim.

54. and 55. Joseph Reiff and wife. She was Adeline, daughter

of :’hili?o " : :
58, and 59. Mr. and Mrs. Lewls, She was a dzughter of Nosh
Stoneburner., -

60. ilizabeth S.ringer, ¢ d:ughter of Thilip.
62, Mr:., Noch Einscl. She was Mary, a dauzhter of David, son
of Vilentine, JTr. 3
66, Lffie brown fiobinson, a duughter of Alice, dauzhter of Samuel,
72. Ella ha‘bson Knoke.
73. Almira Stauffer. |
74. Kate Bouer, - -
75. Irving, son of George F., son of Philip, Jr. |
82. and 84 Sanucl, son of David, son of Valentine ond - ife.
8l, Mrs. Rebeccz iaer, daughter of Scmuel, con of V-lentine.
83. Jonas iiser, son of iiebecca, daughter of Samuel, son of Valentine,
87. 1Ira Bzer. :
90. Mrs. John Baer.
850 and 890 Mr, and Mrs. Homer Huddle,
91. Chas. Huddle,
94, John Huddle. o
86. and 63. Mr. and Mrs. un. Watson. She was & dauchter of David,
son of Valentine.
88. Frank browne.
92. Ross Bever, '
93, Earl Bever, = son of aAnaliese, dauzhter of Jacob.
95. John kWax, 5’1'. ills fathexr married Sarah, daushter of “hilip,
96. Gathegine Sprin.er Hertman, daughter of Elizabeth, dsughter
of thilip. - .
97. 'Saralil Springer Nisely, daughter of Elizebeth, d:uchter of
98. Mary ﬁerkey, doughter of Elizabeth, deuchter of “hilip.
99, ~hilip Syringer, son of Ellzzbeth, dcu hter of Philip,
100. Join Kin_, con of ..nn, deughiter of Fligabeth, diuyghter of ™hilip.
101, Chas ®* , © w o n 1t n "
102, ¥m. " , husiund of ~nn," " " "
103. Ann Suringer King, dsughter of n " "
104, 105, 106, 107, 108, Mery, Della, Minnie, L.1lliem zund Cleora King,
109. Nellie, daughter of Joan wax, Jr.
110. Blanche ¥#ax Trunxenfield.
111, Allce Huall "ulgley, duushter of Mury lax Hall.
112. Saguel Holl, son of Hury wax Hall,
113. sudeces Hzll, " " " LI
11‘&0 Mrs., John :“ax' Jro
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JACOB BRETZ LT AL

Jacob's birth date (1795) indicutcs thet he wss one of the
grondsons in thet fumlly trek froa Pemnsrlvanis to Ohio. Iiis wife,
vorn in Virginia in the sume year, oust have coms 10 Tairfield
County in znother fuomily mi;rat::u:on° If thev =merried vhen 20
years old, tie date would be 1815, six yesrs before Philip took his
flock north to Senece Countv. &ieckom nz, from Aarnn's state 'nent that
interv:ls betieen births in Jacob®: :{‘u.ailv tere close to 23 vears,
tvvo of Jzcob's children, btoth . lr‘!s s Vere horn before the northverd
nove, -

The wrze to be on & frontier missed & generstion ofter

. Philip's. triarchal move, with all his sons c£nd their families =nd
all vorldly ¢oods, to Jeneca County. dJacob Rretz rcmaineé for

the rest of his life on or near the farm *hilip gove him. :t some
undated time after the bvirth of his children, he moved to Few
Rochester, in adjacent Cravford County.

| Lut the urge re-apycarcd in Charles Ephrain, it existed in
Oliver &nd surely that salty charectoer, laron, was no moss-covered
stone, nor d4id tcndrils of the paternal fmilv hopelesslvy entrine
his heart. The na rratives vhich follow carrv this zccount through
the fourth and fifth gscnerations from John,
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Letters, verbatim, from Aaron, son of Jacob, son of Philip
(The spelling is Aaront's; the parentheses are J H. B.'s.)

Oaklzané, Czl., 1-20-1913
J H. Bretz, Ohicago, I1l.

Dear iriend and Relative ’

Your favor of recent date is at anpd and noted.
That it is =« lcusurc to suplr you ar for as .poscble vith the desired
inforsation goes without soyinz., But I em i1ly proparcd to suply
you ® 1th dctcils in the fumils trec. I beg to call your attention
to the fzet that forty six years have elzpsed since I left th-: old
home ncighborhood, honce hnow little of the vounger ones of our tribes.
But nevertheless I hed a history of the older onns vhich ws rurned
in 1892 by the Carholies. In that veer I bought a sm=2ll suberhian
home in this place to which I had relired .reperitorv to ~riting
. several rooks, one of vhich vius on Cziholicism from an imerican
- Proteciive association stendgoint, a fzct novm to the Catholies.,
The first evening that I left the plecce it went up in smoke and all
that I _.ossessed save an umbrslla. Since vhen I have made no further
effort to muke further dats, The best that I con nov do iIs to drav
on « 78-year old brain for ¢ reccll of fact: in the orse. - That all
vv111 be sisolutcly correct there mar be ronm for dout,.

nt some perlod .revicus to the Revolutionary Lar trers ceme
to Philaede’phiu t1.0 Bretz brothers, t.e ncnme 2f one bein: Ludwick.,
The name of tihe other brother f never learned. ZLudviex inlisted in
in the Amy of the devolutory War vhich separaicd them, And for sonme
reason tie ono remnining dropyt out of the knxwrledge of Ludvick end
S0 remecined forever. 1 oginc that the mosurz (? sp.) trihes of
Bretzes cre his desendents. Ludviic returned to Pa. cfter the close
of the war and took unto him & wife vhose :eden name I have never
be.n uble to _et. <here wags rorn unto thea 4v'o sons cnd ¢ dauzhter,
Philiy and Conracd. (Aarom is in error here. The numes Philip and
Conrad do not awgear in rurthemore's gene logr of Lud:‘ig Bretz.)
The d.uw hter's naite 1 ean not nov recall. Of tiie Conrad £ mily was
boran Andvy Elie (Aaron has nowr ot ovér into Tohn's fzmily) snd a
dau; hter *hose nusme has sliped m» memorv. She wnarreyed Jessey
Morzan. Philiy wos my rond ded, vhose familv re» ng Follors.
Catherine, who narryed Jacob Gurber, the most richeaus prcacher I
ever knev., He livced neerliy a vhole s.ntury end died in Cherlote
Mich. Unto him, and :-ife of course, was b»orn t:0 sons =nd one
duuchter, Samuel znd Gidcan, both of vhom djed in Charlotte. Tecky
murreyed Nor Spiller, a Baptist wminister., Som merryed Angecline
- Pennington, and they aad Issac and Semantha, Of CGidean's fomily I
have no km wledge, Of Revececa'’s fumil--, I '"now nnt enough to
undertake to suply nasies «né I wm not even atrle to "ive vnu the

'- DR 1. i -5 - e -~ - . ‘:‘
sulin oy Chric, name of iy orandnother Tretz,
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But lie cseconnd vhich vas barn into tie (Philip Bretz) family
v &s John who aarrved Lidis Seltze, sister of the rsnovnsd Elder Seitze
of tne Herdshell Babtest. Ann was their first vorn, who marrved
J. P, Thornton, a U. B, aminister, vho had 2 son :rd adsuchter, J. B,
and Lusotta. OSecond, Saliey vho :wrryed one Tnohn Stauffer, a
cargenter, of vhosc femily I knyw neut. Third, Catherine, vho
merrved Henry Elack, a U. B. preacher, vhose femilw I can not reesll,
clent preschers, eh? Fourth, Louis vho mar:y:4 Catherine Rever.,
(This Louis, (Lewis) vho aarri-d Catiierine Bever, vas the ran of John,
son of P:ilip, accordin., to the Rretz Register ) Fumilw dont know,
Rebeeca marryed Hiram ' elech, a faracr., The nome of Iidlats husban
I can not now recnll. Susan and Barbars verc (also) of the tribe
of John Bretz,

Third of tir: Philip tribe vas El'zzboth who merrved rfeter Sprin-
&er and vhose tomily vas Tolly who marryed W. A. Berkey cnd settled
in Grand Rayids, Mich. 50 years sgo vher: he (Terkey) grew wealty
sznufscturin. furnature (Berkey and Gay). No childern to bless
or curse thea. (The followin; Catherine, Elizabeth, Philip,
and .mie secu to have heen tie chiidren of El zzcheth and “eter Spyringer.
Sovina, Solzaon, Maliecla, Ssamzl, Aduline, Sarsh and Amsndn vwere
Bevers,) Catherine morryed ¥ illiaa Hemry H:urtman, c-ryenter and
inv.ntor. The fumily I know not. Elizebeth marrycd Soml. Hyers
fro:t vvhom shc vss divorced v:ith no childern., Sam Mvers lives some-
viere in the vacinity H»f vour Graznd F. Ereta's o0ld ploce. "hilip
marrved to fcany Niccly, my cousin on =7 mother's side. On. child,
amie -mrryed Hr. King, a farmer. Sovina :aarryed Geo. Bever, the
choampion liar and a faramer. Soloaon wrrved Mary Blare, had some
childern. 2a:lieclu ann aerryed Levy Sholder, soae childern. Samuel
imarryed « Misc Milizr and wes & prosperous millazn., Joseph's wife
a stran er, he lives at Centralla, Wash. Gidean marryed = Miss
Jones of iucoaa, VWish., vhere he nov lives., Botit heve f-milies,
Adcline marrved Sam Rife, & farmer. Scrch inn merryed Coupe, a
carpenter.

Now comes dncob Bretz, but I vill icave nim for later gace.

3¢1ly (Philip®s daughver, Sareh) who becrme Mrs. John Wax,
vhose f: mily consistcd of three sons and threec Jdaushters. Philip,
vho died singl¢. Eligabeth vho died a youn; woman, in her tecens.
Sam (who) went daft on relision and suesidsd '+ deliberately holding
his head unie: water in a sprin: necar the house. Marv became a
¥Mrs, Hall, has a familvy, now a vidow. J. B. the baby, ran « family
also. .nd fermer. Polly asrrved John Pennington, a farmer :nd misor,
whose fumily was two deughters and three sons. Eljzzbeth, Levina, |
Jhilip, Soloaon, end Frank, all of vhom scettled neer Charlotte many
years ago. Of thelr history I know very little. Fran’z, t'e roungest,
once upon a time wus z member of the 3Senate of Michigan and ran for
Congress. (This is H, F. Pennin:ton).

As to the trites of Jacob, I +ill do 21l I con in the sbccnece
of written data. as to nemes and { ? ), vour dat: 1s correct
except as correctcd. But I em ashumed to szy tihat I cin give no
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dates ¢g to birtias or deetiis of he f.milr. Our vholc fzmily wes
born at intervecls of 2% years, ' ithin o month or so. I vas born
April 13, 1836, before breakf: ast, I Lut in = full dav nnd havent
Mmicsed o d4-y d.nce, Anp Bl& a was my oniv iunlor. So wou can

approxiaest. to vears of btirth. But as to ages and dzaths, T am es
qauch In the dark ac vou are,

I was but a child vhen A, T. Norris made his advent into
our family. He was 2 farmer, vell to do. E. Holtz vausnt anvthing
by trade or professlon, a2nd nezrly e nonentlity, George Black wes
a .rosperous furmer, Shern Lec vms N, G, Ceorze Jzcobs was a
regiectable, sicuneh urn, carpenler by trade. R. H. Bever vas e
good carpenter, rough to 'his chil dern given to perindicsl boozeing.
Of Chas. Egnmsa Bretz you have some Xnow lﬁdueg Sem was = fzlier :
as « monnev maker. ile (Aeron} was not = dollar chzcer. To the =inds
of such as your Grand Pa Bretz, maine wzs 2 ¥lss Spent Life. To
t.he 1 kxnowledge, save gs how to catch the dollar, hed no attraction.

- My mother was a native 01‘ Va., ¥iniladclobia Foolf. Her father
vies ¢ pative of BEngland., Her mother of Germinvy, The ¢rond F died
before I was torn., G.il.'s nmadan name was Christena, waden

Rench-Hi 1er. There wus of that fomily 4 d-ushters ind ~n fOn.
Philadclynin, Polly, Cntherinc, the fourth I connot recsl the name,
Polly bec-.ne *the wife of Scmuel Nisley; Catherinc, drs. Aarnn Harvel.
the other dsughter :arrved Svrus Shook. Each of ‘he“ raised a
fomile,

In vours, vou manifested some foar of borin~ me with vour
recuests. 1f, aft.er vou have ueruscd and deciphercd this cnn-lomerate
mess, yvou 4o not foel that vou are the fellov who is bored, or
boered it will be a stand off., But with a man vho is sersuing a

seyence bv vwhich he is suposed to trace the zage of this ecrch bhack
72,000,000 years should czll this task easy.

- Hoping tuat wou was+ plean from this conclomer:-tion soie of
the desir-d points, I - 111 close wishing vou suce:ss in vour stndies
and achigvernients of your hiecst hopes.
The weather is fine nowadays.

I am now achord vith :ar deuchter, 2731 Boulevard Ave,,
Oskland. we buerried Mrs. Bretz last June a year ago.

I <111 de pleased to hear from vou et eny time,
A, Bretz
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O:zkland, Cal., 4-5-1913

Harlan Bretz,
Chica. 0, Il...

Dear sir,

I have just finished the vritin: of a letter to
vour dad cnd will nov procadz to reply to vour: of the 27 Feb, I
am very sorry I am not able to suply vou mors informsation snd
matter Ior vour und-rtaking. But if wvou kne:: the Bretze tribes
as 1 know them, you would not wonder that I can not do more. The
Bretzes, up to My gcneratisn, seemed to have no thousht for o domed
thing vut the dollar and the U. B. Church. They had no pride in
their ansestors. I never heard :av father spe:sk of hi« crend psrents
end s<ldoue did he speak of his parcnts. There wes ‘et no record
of f:ually birihs, td:uns or Geaths in =y fznilv, It is noi- 50
vears vhen left the- old honte, I am schecrined as I *Tit:: the fect
that 1 do ot knov. the birth aze or date of g sincle menb:r Oof my
fsally, One of vy sisters r*«s dead r. year before the foet vws conti-
nicuted to mé. My mothe» was dead 4 onths before I %new of it.
The informatinn 1 mgort 3@ to vou in my former lett+<r was disclosed

to 48 In & vrite-up in a locel paper gave £t the Bretz reuninn,
Zenningston should :now morc of the ancsstv thon I do.

In my former letter I omitted to cive vou mv uncle "hilin's
family rccord. (Philiy, Jr.) Philip wus the »ounger brother of
my father who survived tvo viv..s «nd wnrrved & third. The firast of
v.'hich & ae « ¥Free, who gave uirth to onc child Ceorze. The second
vIas :ndra x,ith vhome three childern were horn, Solomon, Sarsh

Amt and bdw‘rd. The third - ifc survived *hilip, her “ed:n nme T
dont ‘moe.

our old far"n was situate on the est shore of the south
brunch of Silver Creck, 23 miles east of Melmore, Bloom Twrnship,
Scnee:: Co. and 11 'niles southeast of Tiffin, countv ssat,

{Apprrently in section 30. *hilip bou-ht three 20-acre tracts in
the soutn half of this section.)

As to a histiry of '.-.z:; brothers snd cisters lives, I mizht
Just say taat they verc chumps snd refer vou to vour Crandfather Bretz
for sample of their kind. All but Sem were farmers.

My 1life vould ke & book of itself. A farmer bov. A

farmer man. A Randy. & hhrse trader, foxhunter, merchant, soldier,
merchant again, book convssser, :lnsurance mon fram the lowest broker
to the Pr\_.sidencv of a Compan v, A medical student. A law student
and adaitted to the bar in 1874. Publisher und editor of difer=nt
papers. {Some super-editor must heve checked his spelling.) In
politics. Blected to the Lugislature of Cal. in 1292, Served two
years. roraer egune. ?ostmaster chicken fencier, vesver nnd a

damged old crank vet working haerd to socizlize the vorld -'nd crush
Vayit‘zlis-'l.
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If vou vvill vwrite tc Philip Suringer, Macluer, Ohio, wvou v 111
ro doubt cvtain crcet datta of the old S,aringer ff:m..ly.

1 em growing rsther inasctive. But I mayv in the necar future
wirite of the fami'y 2nd of reilnicinces of the lives :nd send it to

you for vhat it v1ll ©e viorth to vou. (He never did.)

As to the book vou think of vriting, I look upon it -vith
great favor. And if not so near the snd of =y life, I would hecome
very zelaus in the work. 1 am ready to ald vou with all points of
information. 1I¢ 1s posable that onc of =mr slsters hed zome detz as
to birth and deaths of the Fumily, which mar te in the possession of
soae of ner chiiderm. 1 will ascertzin »nd if found, I will favor
you w:ith it. -

Respectfully
A. Bretz

2731 Boulevsrd ive., Oskl:nd, Cel. 6-~10-1913

H, Bretz.
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Relative,

Keplrin to and con.lving to vour favor or the
6th inst., I bz to snv theat T omnot easily ( 2 ) or ( 2 ).
1 hercwith inclose the wvayfaring epistle to vhich vou :(re welcome,
Since ar last lctter to vou, Earl Bever died at Tifl'in who vus my
voun,; ot sisterts child. Also snnie just (9) the voungcst child of
ny oldest cister. She died et Dayvton. Earl Bever died of nvaonia.

I congratulate vou on vour - what shall I say? ~- vour luck
or »n vour merrit, in the gppoint:ent at Seatle. But if vou kneir the
diferanco of our cliaate to that of Sestle , You would be temted to
swoy vour position for cllaate,

I m as well as usuzl but verv balseyv. We are rite 'n the
be.inning of our verrr harvest. Wwe have a large gerden of borries
to pick and to 'iarket wich keeps the old «=an bulsey. Has no time
to curse the government. But Brvan and Teddy 1will ¥eep the c~overnment
until after the berrv rush,

tost respectfullvy wvours,

A, Bretz
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CHAS, EPHRATM AWD OLIVER JOSESH  BRUTZ

Elizabzta CGeorge, vhon Eghraim Bretz married, was horn
iesr Wilkesbarre, Pa. und ceme with ner parenmts to Crawford Co.,
Ohio, =2tout 1845, ~hen she was 12 yecars o0ld. Joseph CGeorge's
Torm wes but « fev alles froa tint of Jzcot Bretz, vherc Lphreim
wes rovwings uv. Father Georue wes vorn in New Jerscy znd in :1s
earl:; years vas g tellor., His wife was Sarzh Rymer. Joseph's
dates wre 1-8-1305 wnd 2-10-1390. Jarzh *es born 12-26-1810.
gli?er Jose,h 1ls autihority for the followin: itens re: urdins the

SOTEECS o

Joseph ané Zarch ere meanbers of ths Unit~d “rethren Church.
dogeph alvniys reod the Cermen Bible, and prryed and said grace in
Uernen. It is doubful if he ever rcad English. Kklizabeth s+-ns Cerman
son. s to aer children and she and Eohrzia tolked Cerman freelv. A4S
yvoungsturs in Ohio, thew " ent to @ Cer wn school in "cn=cs Co.

Jdoseph Cuorge come to Eichigan shortly after 1860. His house, in
Odess:.. Twp., Ionia Co. wzs built by Jaiin Otto =z2bout 1850, It wus e
doublc log house, elumost entirelr of black ‘=lmut. The burn @lso
was of tlack rolnut, even to the floorins. S14in of the house,
roof Lcaus, ceaned eellin: snd ceiling; boards of tie: huge living
rooa, doors, «=tec., all rer- made of the sam= wood. There was a
brick oven out doors. lthen owmed by Otto, the houss vins used =8 an
inn, half-way betwcen Hnstings and Toniz, Joseph Ceorge was kicked
on the chin by a horse vhen he wac but eil:sht vears old. As o result,
his jaws were "locked" all tarough his life. He fed himself by
slicing and :alnecing food and introducing it through the gap where
his f-rgnt_ tecth vere -nociked out. The accldent orectically destroved
his chin. ‘

Odessa and sdjoinin:. tovmships are larz<lv on :sround :orsine
topography, almost untouched by subsequent stream rork. Lakes,
ponds &nG exteng’ ve swanps still ex’ated, despite dralnage im.rove-
ments, when the Ionia quedr nglc wves topo;raphically mepped in 1916.
The Suranac region in west-cenirsl lonia County, noted in 2.J.B.'s
norrative, is diverszified by the great trench cut in glaci=zl drift
by the outlet river froa a succession of glacial great lakes in
the Iirie and iiuron Basins, and by several decep trihutary valleys.
A Tfew miles to the vest is rtrong :aareinic topogsraphwr, There 1s
aore natural bdbcauty herc than in an» other r¢gion in wvhich the
Bretz cenerations have lived ~ince John end is faull» lcft the
Piedmont, perhaps since Jonn's ancestors left the Rhine.

Charles Ephraim's far:, on well-drained but slnast flat
ground moraine, was a model of a .rosperous =nd nesrly gelf-contained
fanll~ economy when J H. B. was & bor. The wood lot, shrinking
remnant of the ori;inal forest, supplied fuel. For long, it contained
an adequate "sugar tush® with huge eveporciing pans and i’;OO wooden
sap buckets. The orcherd, inm the southern part of rhich stood the
ruins of tuc log house of ploneer davs, yiclded fruit, cider and
great kettles of apgple hutter. Vood ashes wer< ssved 1in barrels,
leached at the proper season «nd the 1lve cobined with kitchen
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grease in the bi: iron kettles to make soap, both soft and hard.

The swill barrel back of the woodshed caui,ht &1l kitchen leavings
for the pigs. Hog hutchering was an annual event, vielding lsard,
sausa.e, head cheese, spere ribs, smoked hans znd bacon. There were
chickens, of course, all their feed comin: from the fara. The
eplary at one time COBm,.in‘ d 150 bee colonies. An ample garden

of srz)xall fruits and vegetatles lay morth of the hrick house, (bullt
1881).

To J H. B.'s smnll-boy nind, the farastesd vas almost a
viliage. Therc were two dwell in(,s a frasme house for "Uncle™ Will
and "aunt" Iettie Curtis ang¢ their femil*r stending near the larger
brick house. A rTow of buildings m;mﬂd the driverav back to the
big barn; a smoke house, a corn erib, a chicken house, a ::ig house,
a sheep shed a tool housc znd shoy, an ice house, a bee end honey
house, *ulk house, end sheds for fam machinerr, Cows z2nd horses
vere kegt in the- Oiﬁ barn, as wes the hay and small g#rain. The bern-
yard well and v -indmill supplied the needs of the stock, .another
well and & cistern supulied the tvo dvellin:s. Ephr:im took
especial pridc Im keeyling s veed-free fara. He vas chegrined if
any ome found a burdock -or cun..d thistle growin: ahout his

buildings. He foucht regweed zlong the roadside vell bevond the
limits of his fera.

CHARLES EPHRAIM AND OLIVER JOSEPH BRETZ
Narrative of Oliver Bretz. Dated Feb, 28, 1920

My grendfather Jocod was a f£: rmer as was 2y father. Mr uncle
Semuel bretz followed savmilling and mercantile business: mostly, My
uncle Aaron was a sort of sport st hunting vhen vouns, He had a
dozen to sixteen foxhounds at one time. In sfter years, he gract* ced
law and was .cneral state zgent for severzl large insuva mce com.anies
in Califr_vrnia. He also editcd a peper :nd vrote for several papers
tisat just suited his politics. He vas z rimX soclalist., He died adbout
1916 in San Franeisco.

Then I remember Valentine Bretz cnd his brother Samuel (sons
of David, son of Valentine). Both vere farmers when I knew thenm,
agbout 1860 (in the Lake Odessa resion, Michigzen.) Samuel's son
Dow and I vent to school together. I elso kney: Velentine's three
song, Orson, Don and David. Vszlentine corried a rifle builet in his
head "for 23 vcars. He was hit in the bridge of t ¢ nose {in the
battle of Stonc River) and supposed 1t vas & glance shot. After
he ceme home hé thought he was suffering from catarrh of the heed,
was going to die of it, Then one day he coughed the tullet out.
His brother Samuel wac in the aray, I za quite sure, .

Then I remecater an old mcn Bretz vho lived at feo, Movers
in woodland Tvip., Barry Co., i¥ich., They czlled him Tanner
Bretz, evidently because of his trade. I think he v»s Join, son of
Velentine, son of John.
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Soxe time during the nonth of Februaryr, 1856, mv fother
Cherles E.hreim with his wife Elizabeth and mvself, then one 2nd a
nalf years old, were driven across &nd through the t"ild country
from Seneca Co. Chio to lonia Co. Michigan, by his brother Aaron.
e travelled in an old styie long sled, aodernl'r a pung, drawn by
a span of horses, and czrried zll our e&l’thl‘“’ belon ings tvith us.,
Fether's land, in Odessa Twp., hed slrc:dy beun ,_;urcha >cd ocf Jacob
lL.olfe, the hrother of z.ghrara’s mother, Philad~l hiz olfe. This
was o 160 acre tract. (M@ sec. 21, T, 5§ Ney, R 7 W )

On =rriving in thut wildern=ss, where not = blow of an ax
had vet cecn aade on the .urchesed land. e vere Tortunate to Tind
an emgtv log structure vithin half 2 111e of thc proposed home. This
had bheen abandoned by a family nomed ¥iable, which hed st:rved out
and moved to the village (now citv) of Ionia. Here we stayed until

Father could cut the logs =nd erect a house in the forest on his
own land.

- On completion of the house, fecther bo: mn cuttin- down the
hugze treces, turning brush 1imbs and entire logs so se to clear a
glace larce enoush to olant potatoesz and other garden stuff,
Durin: the first year, he succeeded in removing the heavy xi*mer
fron some- tto or three acres.,

During wmuch of the first tvo vaars, fsther, mwself vnd
inf:.nt sister Sarah lav sick in bed vith tho arue. The Lord sow
rit to spare our devoted mother so that she rus arle 1o care for us
three. She had to cut nearly all of her own wood, czrrv &ll the
water £roal a hole in the ground back of the Xi able house half a
mile uwav, besides vuiting on us. She was ohligsed to force the
horrid ciue 1edicine dovin both chiidrer b holding our noses :hile
we svalloved 1it.

By the fzll of either 1856 or 1857, father had —=1nnaged
to et about tvo acrzs of vheat in the ::round. ™"hen the harvest
c-mc, he :us flat on his haek againm vith the :fue. 7hile father
vas Si\.k some ‘ne irol tue so-c“].lec’ settleunent about tiree niles
distant, where about six fomilies had settled (now Lake Odessz),
cauge ovcr trouch the woods znd cul ~nd shocked father?®s vheat,
usin. «n o51d turker win cradle. There the :rein stood for fhree
or four vecic: and fzther could look out of th vindow snd sec =
squirrecl on :.verv stu'r.ap and ¢orner of th- fence, threshing his grain
for hia., After he 0t atle to eravl out and ,=2ther it and pound

out vhat the a;uirrels hed left, he had eleven hushels for our
veur's brezd and next vear's soed.

(‘e beinz thus faced with sturvution), grandfather

Joseph Georfe cume out from Ohlo in the fill of 1358, hirecd = team
fro. vhe ttle ient, took us to Szrunase, then conqis»ine of a few
houses - nd a store 1here « Chipments house noy standss Crand-
father pald our fare nack to Ohio on the rsilroad, then hut 2 vear
old. In Oalo, father voried that vinter at whatever he could find
to do. another litile .-irl was rn to our T.ailv that vinter in
Ohio. We eclled her Jamey. She died the followins sumaer,
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#»arly in the spring of 1859, we all pulled out Tor **ichicen
geain, Tive of us this time, 1nste..,.d of thirce. ¥ather used to - =1k
to Screannc {cleven niles) to the store, and haeck, c:rr-in: flour,
<roc.ries, etc. on his htack, until we vere able to surchese & woke
of oxen. Taen he sosetimes @rove the oxen to Bettle Creek to get
a small ¢rist ground. Four days were reauired for that trio.

Sometine about 1861 or 1362, = =xen nzmed Kibbey built = little
vater :ill on the crecek one mlle east of the presont site of leke
Od-ssa, where he :round corn ard vheat for the settlers, Mzny wrere
the tiames tuat futher, having shelled ubout = bucshel of corn, put it
in = tvo-tushel s»s., swun: it zcross the back of one of the oxen,
~ 1iftcd e om bchind ond sent me to Kibbey's aill to :et soqe ".Tohmxv
ceke tiaber®,

For cech to bur grocerics znd other necessities of life,
father use:. to take i>bs om the roads, or inha cuttin- ~nA clearing
land for others, sometimes risht in the nidst '>f the then cold
Michigan vintc -:rs, sometines ten or tvelve miles from hnme, sometimes

cam.in.; out 1ln the :oods vhile on a job,

S0 we existed untll ve finaliv zot a little wore clearing
don: on »r oun land. Tnen the (Civil} war broke out. Near the
close of tihe vur, Tather was drafted snd vent to the front in the
s.rin.; of 1865. *ne was cone Troz home antv & 1itile over four
months. He never wus in butile, for the da~ he reached Virginie
soi., Gener.l lLee surrendered. I re ‘ember that he '‘'rote home and
told us he suessed that Lec hesrd he s cominz and geve up the
fi:ht. I ¢-n renember vhen tae ﬁrst ;un vas fir=d on Tort Sumpter
unﬁ vwnr was declared.,

after ths: war, I was old enoush to do cuite a stroke of vrork
and 7 helycd fhther on the fsrm, =akin- maple suser ~nd ceeling
8li,.ery elm burk. By the s:ile “of suzer end bark, ve th~ursht ve
vere gaetting elon;. finel- o1, ared *'ith vhat ve v"‘nt throurh the
first. ten or twelve vears n Hichig ‘AN

1 vremember that v randfather Jacoh Bretz, znd sr. ndmother,
czme to see us once, perh“ s 1867 or 1863. Crondfether aied soon
afterverd, porhaps 1868 '69 or '70. (0. J, B.'s estinated dates
ere in crror. Jucoo dled in 1866.) Grendmother died sbout 1889 ,eged
96 (94) yeurs. She was Seotch br nirth, her 1aidcn n me w=s
rhiledelphis Wolfe,

1 r~mwxbe > % el"‘ hov' father used to tell e to .itch in end
vor- hsrd until Seturday afternocm, vien hc and I tould o Tishing
on Jorden Lake, three :zlles southi of our home. Other times I
would o wiith .,o e of the nei hbor hors, freguently flching for
bullheads «t nigcht and being so tired und sleeuy that we “vould
eravl into the haymow of Sz Chepman's tsa.rn ncar the lake, »nd
sleep until d. ybreak,



~58=

My school days began in the wint er of 1859 vhen I was five
years old. 1 rodc beiind the teacher, Rerrit more, on horseback
for tvo «nd ¢ halfl miles to the settlc:men‘-‘.; school houae now Lake
Odessu., The Ioilowling tvo sumiers I lived with my grandi‘ather
Josegh George, a mlle east of the prescnt Lake Odessa, and vent to
school with my uncle Vesley George, three wvears older thom I, ond
my aunt. Rosa George, 9 days older than I. Ve attended the Val Bretz
school, tvo :ailes east of vhere Lzke QOdessa now stands (shovm as
"Betz" school on Ionia topograghic map, U. S. Guol, Surv.). Then,
until about ten yexsrs o0ld, I vent two and s half miles ground by
the 014 Clinton Trzil, to e 1ittle school house on the edge of the
woods near Odessa Gen veTre About this time e new school house was
built right at the Centcr Cross roads, and this I attended during
the winter months until about 17 ycars of age. Execept, of course,
vihen father necded me to help osut and get up wood, hanl cornstalks,

butcher the fatted hoszs snd do nmanx other thux s he could not 4o
glone,

At the age of ten, I was put to vork plowing; among the

stunps with the oxen znd a No. 22 Curtis plow. Ythea I vas 18, father
let the job of building the first frame burn on the place to Jesse
N. Mages. During that suusser I decided that I wanted to learn the
tcargentc,r trode. S0 next spyring father let e vork for Mepes 1 I
would i ive hia all =mr wascs o hire s~ae one in av place. I ot
18 a .n:nth vhile fother pald $22 a month for my subsiitute. The
next su:.er, :hen I was 20, Mapes pald me 25 a monti 2nd fother

.ot a rounu fellaw on the fa:m for 15 a :i1onth,

On August 13 of tiat sui:wer, I bec:me 21 vears of %e.
I cuit v orhlnb for Mzpes «nd r.ent to ¥ark 'n nv own hook for #1.50
a duyv. t1ithin o ysa bc c.an contmct.in_, at construction vork.
{Tac Uni tc: Brethren 6hurcn vest -f C. E. Bretz's form vas built
v 0. Jo Bretz.) This I fallct"ed for the next tvo veers.

I was narried on Aug;:. 15, 1877, vhen I was 23 years old.

“ithin 12 hours fr:>1 thc tiac Rhoda lHo* lett} and I vrere pronounced
qaan and 1 ife, 1 was q;"ln,uin(. an sx on a 7114 fortv two miles north
of father's place (SE L of SWz of section 4). I cleared three
acr:s in tiaie 1or corn )lanu:m._, next syring. During the ensuing
winter, vie lived in the ssme Kible house fatiher, mother and I hed
occugied hen f'irst arrived from Ohio. That q:nnp I built a gmall
frame house on our forty, in vhich we lived for five wvears.. Yhen
married, i:e owed ¥650 on "the foriv., At the end »f the five wears
we had it zll pald for, all cleared und improved, znd rold it for
+1375 cash.

About this tilqae I Jurchased thz southieast quarter of
secti:n 8, entirely in thc wild, built e smsll frame barn on it,
In this ve lived durins the su Tier of 1883, = infont son (Harlen)
thaen less than a year old while I btuilt a ood frose house into
" which ve moved that fall. During the follawinc viinter, I cut

and hauled green wood to Ionla and oaranac, selling TS for $1.50
a eord.
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In Fetruary, 1884, av uncle Stephen Hzisht of Woodland
Center, Berry Co. and I beczme sartnors, buying out the only
furniture znd undertakinsg business in Szaranac. Ve moved from
the fara to Sarznac about April 20th.

On the following Sept. 17th, our first girl haby, .
Binas, was born. I remember that tv.0 davs after her birth, we had
g very distinet ezrthquuke shoek viich rattled vwindovws ¢nd dishes
end shoox somc ltricks loose froa Chiunevs. {(U. S. Cnast -=nd
Gcodetic Survey, "carthquake Historr of the United States™, describes
this guzke «n follows. "Moderate earthouske in Ohio 2nd Irdiana
end purts of =djiacent states, Intensity ve=z 3 to 4 over a lorge
arexa, The center was nesr Coluambus, Ohio (vhere) chandsliers kept
sy inginz from north to south for seversl minutes. The shoek vias
felt =t :achington, D, C. bv voriren on top of the then unfinished
washin: ton ilonwscnt, about 500 fect ahove the zround. It was felt
froa Pen sylvanie to Kentucky, and from :est Virginia to ¥ichigen®.)

In liay, 1885, Uncle Steve felt obliged to ret:rn to ""oodland
to care for his own business, left in the hznds of 2 son-in-law,
80 I tou.ht hia out., That same suzter I bou:ht 2 vacant lot =t
the corner of Maln ::nd Fridge streeis =nd bullt on it 2 t-o-story
brick stors, 22«3 x 60. (J H. B.'s memory carries beck to an
ins ectisn 21 ta: plans for this store duilding. 0. 7. B., explain-
in.. thexu to Rhoda, sald "Now, nere 1ls the elev: tor*. J H. B.,
lookin:. H»n, requir:d further explanztisn, for those lincs didnt't
look like «nv elevctors) |

- (One of 0. J. B.'s stories of this undertakine partnership
v.ith Steyhen Hal ht deals wvith g dead Indilan ™lcid out" in the back
TOOd, It was after ni:htfell end Uncle Steve =nd ne.her 0)}1ie were
in the front rooa. There :as & sli ht nolse in the derknes~ of the
bacx roni. O.d.B. vent to inve:tigate, hizhlvr conseci~us, as = verv
youn;, undertcker, of the Indian corpse. A biz, flop-eared h~und dog,
sleevin there, wos roused, : ot up and vizorously shonir his head,
The fla,.inz voige of the long eara 'as nisintey reted for - second
znd U.J.B., with a 7ell of fright, leaped back tn the -rotection
of wite 1i,ht =nd hic uncle. Stephen v:s so convilised - ith lan~hter
thet he had to lio do'n until his attock suhsided,)

About 1885, I sold the south helf of the 160 acre f:rm in
sectin 8 to 1dw. R. Houlett, sy wife's father, tskin- in part
payacut 20 :acrcs of land in tiac northeast enrncr of sectinn 20,
Odessu ™ Ve

At the tise 1 oved into a- nev stor: n th- f: 11 of 18%5,
I found n self in de+t over 34,000, But v1ith & gond busi=ese the
debt was -ijped out in threc or four vears :nd I snon hon~ht thec lot
adjoinin. on the south and »Huilt =2nother »nric store of the orme size,
in vhich I run 2 general crockerv and bazsar business, bhuvin~ out
one cor.etinz bazaar und, evsntuallr, tvo con.eting furniture and
undert: kin itusinesses. (His business ventures carried him
even further. With Charles Pradle—r, he nstablirhed a si=i! r furniture
apd undert dn_ tir: in the county seat, 1lania, This eartnership
lazted for hall :. dozea ~ears, w o fin 11+ dicrolved bv Pr-dlew?s

End of narr:stive
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The narrative of Uilivey ends at aboul the bei.inning of
Jd H. B.'s memories. Oliver continued in busincss in Sarznac for
17 yecars, then returned cssentially to the activities of his rvouthg
¢lzarin: nev lanG, building, furming and, in aedéition, lumbering
and sawmilliing. This wzs in Chippewre Co., northern Michigan. Agzin
a Bretz hu¢ becone restive wnd soucht a nev frontier. iierchandising
and undortakin: were too sedentary for nim, and there vere other
factorec vhich prompt«{ & compiets shift in hils occuustions.

One factor was an incontinently crusacing spirit for
Pronirition. lie hated thc soloons of Sarznae, strove to Xeep them
closcd execept within thelr lawful limits, entagonized &11 mild and
tolersnt individuals, 211 vho vere comm: reiallv fovored bw the
fdrink evil®, all friends of the sQloon-keegcrs and all drinkers,
from sipypers to topers, in the village. ihen a church orgesnizetion
fuiled to back up his mi’it“ch‘ ‘he hutcd that church., Finelly, he
hed only the wethodists (his church) vvith hia, He vus sub1ected
to whispered culumnics, for smell-town gossip lovrs mmlice, Oliver
had a cougon book for purchuses at the Van Drezer srocery snd, in
the handc of his two voungsters, d H. B. and Binz, it wss inzdvertent-
ly leit on the counter and another customer's uoupon book t:o-ken
home. This, used several tiumes beforc the mistoke wrs discoverad,
was the basls of one malicious story which culminztcd in daubing
Oliver's storc windows one night with "BOOK TIEF® in black pzint. The
Steln Bros., progrietors of Saranac's leadin: thirst parlor, vere
Germun, aend tnev virtually signed their name on those “rindows,

O.J.B. had a fist fizht with the town's shady lavwver, an
ensuin. suit for asszult and batteryv, & fine of one doll~r =nd =n
oven thr: =t of beins knifud if he ever touched ths swvphilitic
carcas: of thils lawver egain.

One associate, a :sen who rented gart of Oliv-r's store for
a jewvelry business, proved to be a greater villain then anv of the
saloon-keecpcrs, and v:ithout the stiwlus of anv ant:conism fron
0.J7.b. Altho nover JPoven, niuost sureclv he ves the instigator of
an zttempted arson. 0liver waos in Chippewa Co. at the time. The
two stores were well dous«d :ith kerosene one night snd fires
sturt:d iu tvo places. Thev -ere proaptly discoverwd, however, and
the ruther vell-known erv of "Firs' Fire!“ralsesd in the sleening
villege. OSaranue had no water mains and no Tire puwps. J H.R.,
2 hi.h school studcnt at the tine, dushed from the house with a
, three—ballon soda extinguisher, It checked the larzer fire suffi-
- cientl> o allow time for sworming voluntecrs to form bucket lines
froa the creck, a vell &znd a cistern, and to coiylete the jJobd.
Kerosene was found in aishvare stocked hich on shelvss in the
"bazaar store" end kKerosene-soaked excelsior in the hasement and
other plusces. Our villain wss zlso bent on destroying his own
over-insured stock?

This ves in the sutuan of 1900, Oliver adjusted the
insurence losses, hud = fire ssle of the demaged stock, sold the
unGcagg ed furniturp and the undertukin: business, elone'"ith the
two buildin-s, and rmovad his fomily to the new farm.in.upger



Michizan, three mlies south and two miles ecst of Rudyard, on the
flat clay bottom of Glacial lake Algonquin. The 160-acre fam was
the Wi é of sec. 27, T. 44 N. R. 2 %, He also owned a forested

80 acres =zbout three miles farther south, on the Hiagoran cuesta,
vhich he lumbered off in ensuing yeusrs. Cha.;. wesley Bretz and ”’*n.
Curtis also acquired farms in Chippewa Co. at this tine. The
three were invetcrate deer-hunters. Even out of season, thev had
to protect their crops!t

Harlen went to colleze in 1901 =nd before he graduated,
Oliver moved back to soutaern *Hichircan, settling hio familv in
Albion where tarce more of his children attended the college. He
owvned & c¢oal and feed business here for sever-l vears. Both he and

his wire died in Albion

O0liver acquired a few books, more perhaps then 41l his
progcenitors hxd ever owned t%ether. Ezrls, he bought a wheelbmrrov
locd at un zsuetion] It conteinsé a huge 1 mil*r bible, Hill's -
"Menusl of corresyondence", Cruden's "Concordance of the Holw Biblen
Syeke's "I'ravels in africa™, A complete set of Dickens, M'zarth, sea-:
and skv", "The Road to heaven" A medicsl '»nc?clopedia "The %orv
of ¢ esus" "The Child's Blhle“ a historv of the Pinkerton detectives,
n01d. Times in Oak O.enings", "Life of ?. Ty Barnua”, and a few
others. Taereafter, he bcugnt only of geruistent a;,ents. He resd

a little in e:ch nev book when it first arrived, then never touched
it ag.in. The big bible wus too heivyr for tho ten-vear old son to
handle, thouzh it hzd ever =o man~ pictures in it., Tt was closed
by tvo silvvr latches, and used onlv at family worship when Charles
E gﬂl“"ia or soue church dignitary stuyved overani ht.

- Cherles Eghrzim had even fewer ‘books. His pine secretarv-
desk afforded the only book shelv=s in his hoie snd could not have
contalned more then a dozen or so books. Vhat they wer« i not on
record.,

Despite Oliver's rather high-strun.- emotional nature his
rell:.ion wes formalized. He would have made & good Catholiec.
never dsred Lo be really friendly with God. His urayer at 1orning
worshlp vas ¢ reeituation vhieh he rercly altered, and his preyer-
aesting pravers and testimonles were similarly formelized, Phreses
of his .sorning praver: "egaln on bended knee we comne before the
throne.of grace"; "egain we find oursclves on nerev's gside of the
grave whilst many of our fellow beingze, aore worthv then ve, have
been culled from Time to bternitvn; "ve proy for those on beds of
sickness, racked v:ith puin and scorched with fever™; "guard us
froa all evzl as t'ere with a wall of fire™; ™here bencath the
circle of the sun"; "we trust the rizht use of our "inds end r~ason-
ing facultiesm; etc. He would suy, in teotimonv, of his adolescent
conversion; "It seened as though the Lord passed do**n the sisle and
I rezched out and touched the hem of his germent and w:s h-aled.

In these traits, Oliver reflected his father 1hose Lrace
vas z forawla recnu,d sC rapidly that parts were unintellisible to
d H.B. as & sm:11l boy. Later, it wss rccognized that "Cod spoon
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or eggs™ was "Gulde us tarou:: life™ a2nd that the finmal, seni-
exuvlosive "Steamer®™ was the last ..urt of "Tarough Chrlst Amen©,
The ~ious murmuring of an "Amen® echo vhzn grsce or orc.vm s
ended wss co.zi0U among male auditors of t}ue time and rezion. Al
titese hruses ané enn:risms were doubtless copied fron earlier
T enitors.

A Michizen vintsr vith»t a2 revival mecting was like one
vvithout sless, topsleighs or sketini; it never happened. Mentings
occurred everw nizht for two to four weeks, .erhaps vers accompaniecd
bv efternonn prayer mestings of thosc qtron'* in the faith 2nd most
intcnt on reviving the weask and savinz the sinn-re. Although woun. -
sters wers sinrers in that thav had not vet "come forward" to the
aourner's bench, the rezl ones were the habitual backeliding
oldsters. aAnd did they like it? To be prayed over and labored
with d=11» for a week to a8 aonth, to come beecix into the vold vith
weegin. and hosanres, and then to join the vorkers on the still
resistin. sinner rcsiduuwa: that was social recosnition of s hich
orde:r in tiic gquiet rursl gnd villege life, end £ave enoraous sqtis-
faction. Sodetines & really hell-hound sin:,er =8 s:ved. One of
ogranac's town drunkards, a brute to his feaily vher in his euns,
wzs 8o rescued, and staved 80 aftervards.

The serious objeetinsn to revivals was not the astage plav
of retri:ving the consistent hack-slider. It was the over-stimulotion,
even tne laceration, of natur=llv unscttled 2dolescent emotisns. "Do
not deny the S.irit too long: It will not alivayvs strive t"itn wou'™ §
But most of the "boys" Sunday Schonl class (-here O0liver wes S.S.
su.crintendent for sanv vears), never would consent to = arch up
tae aislec znd neel zt the mourner's bench vhile "Just as I em"™ was
suns, 2vexr then, Thev didn't belicve it wes f: ir; this triwaphing
of the oldsters, this dlsplay of vhat sh-uld he very .rivete matters,
And vhen »ld enou*h anc "the Spirit had ccerned tn sirive®, s o
grony tnev remlled and r<fused to ;0 to Sundav 3chool an™ 1021: () N
sore intelli. «nt approachcs ' ere then tried; elass «entin s vere
offered in the parsonts study, the cor ventional lessons tere
adb..aconcd. But it was too- late. They were fed uy 2nd rchortlv
refused to utte.nd eveun this em=2=zculated means of grace. All too
long, Sunday had bcen an umple:.sant dav, vhat with prohibitions on
play «nd with sitting still tarourh three "seorvices®™ in stiff,
uncomfortabvie clothes, Although thage dzds vho tosk their bo"s
fishin. 1instezd of Lo church on Sunday wvere lezdins them into sin
and wickedness, sz1d bovs have 11 bhecome :00d4 citizens, if not
g00d church members.

If there ever vere retels in the fawily, earlier than
J H.B., thev included Charles n“esley and Aaron. Aar-nts rebellion
must have peen muech more marked than €. v, R's or 4 H., R.'s, if onc
may judge oy his lettcrs. The femlly also contained 1ad1viduals
neither hot nor cold. franklin woS OnG,
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This plcture of Saranacts religliosity orobadly is equ=zlly
aspliczble to the cnvironazsnt of the eerlier grnerations.
Tolerznece ius a rare guality in the roligiously inclined of that
time, 0.J.B. was considerzbly disturbed vhen J H.B. brought
home & co.y of the Koran, Having it explained to him =zs snother
Bible, of znother religlon, he asnnounced "I wont have that ook in
ay house”., Ephraim's intolerance showed in his bitter ogvositinon
to Becret socictiesm”, {Oliver belonged to everv ane in town.)
Ephraia's attitude reflected that of his church, the United
Eretaren in Christ, e denomination popular vith the “ennsvlvenia
Dutch znd their earlier descendants. Ephraia hzd vervy firmly
- fixed opinions, was not open to neir idess. He slmost cneered at

J H.B.'s stateient that his fertile fara a2nd its environs had
once neen covered bty a hu;e ice sheet; that the boulders in the
stone ile had lar;ely come froa Canzda.- "Aw, boshi"he commented;
"that's .11 theory”. He did up.rove of J H.B.'s early idez of
beconing & foreign nissionery. "But vou'll never zet rich, if vou
do", he vzrned.

Oliver met his future wife at a2 series of revival nmeetings
in the west Odcssza U.B. Chureh, the then recant construction of
which hed tcen his first independent job. Rhoda Hovlett's parents
znd their family lived on a fara in section 28, half s mile from
hph. Bretzts fzra. Her father, Edward R, Howlett, apparently
had come here in thc carly 1870°'s from the vicinity of Kalemazoo
vhere he had =erricd Elizabeth Olastead, with vwhoa he had eight
children. &Bdwsrd, althougihh foreign-born and not naturalized until
years leter, carried the U, S. mall from 1875 to 1885 between
sagranac on "the railroad", Bonsnza Corners, Ioniz Co, and ¥oodland
Center, sarry Countvy. Then he roturneé to farming, bu~ing 80
acres of Oliver in scction 8 of Odessa township.

Our carliest record of the Howletts iz fourd in the
otituary of John. He wes the father of “dward cnd ten other
children, seven by his first wife, Rhoda Riches and four bv his second
Curoline Rogers. He w:s born in Watton, County of Norfolk, England,
7-25-1796. He emigrated in 1834 or 1335, coming with wife and some
children to "the wilds of that part of Camada now c-lled the
Bastern Townships™. Bury, Sam.ion (Salmoni) River, Stemstead and
Fitch Bay are place names in his earlv history in Aaericz, Vermont,
n"the I'ur west” and B{ittl{} Cre~=k are _""{entiané,'ﬁ 8 later So‘:?ourns.
He dicd in Battle Creck 11-15-1892, more then 96 vears old. Orsl
family sccounts state that kdward, (born 7-14-183L, died in 1901)
was one of the children born in England.

| John Howlett was a farmer. He zppesrs to have reen an
actively religious aan, first smon; the ¥Yesleyen Methodists in
Englend, later as an srdent Adventist, "Though he had hoped to-
live t111 the Coming of Christ, vet he rejoiced that, to the dead -
in Christ, death was & blank, and that, in the light of this truth,
in = wmoment, as it were, after closing his eyes in death, he

vould ewske to unite with the saints znd vith Jesus”,

 Elizabeth Olastead, Rhoda's mother, was born neer Vpsilanti
12-6-1839 and died in Lake Odessa 3-26-1904. Her father, Salmon (Sol-~
‘omon.) was Cznzdlan-born in 1792, He was & stone-cutter, snd became
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permanently blinded bty stone dust in 1835. He lived until 1865.
His wife, Lois Vannorum, was born inm New Yark state in 1809 and
died. in Grand Rapids in 1892. They came to Michigan, with one
child, in 1831, The fumlly appears to have lived near Coldwater,
then near inn Arvor znd Ypsilenti. Finally, in 1857, they moved
to Orlezns township, Ionia County, their fzrm helng s 3ile and a-
hz1lf north of Orleans Center. Kleven childrenm were born to them,
five coming after the fathor becrme Plind., ™Some of the children
remember hearing thelr father pound on the wagon at nicht to
scare away the violves, near what 1s now the c¢itv of Coldwster©,

Lc3s, grandmother of Rhoda, was "converted" to Free
Methodism at the age of 40. The Bible was "her one took"., Her
obituary states that che wus "a praying women®, that "she believed
in exgermental religlion™, and that "she was never Krown to be
angry”.

Elizebeth, like her mother, wse stromgly religious. J H.B.
remen bers her protesting sgeainst Edwaerdts fence-mending one
Sunday morning., ™Its wrong to work om Sundav, Ed. Even the hees don't
work on Sunday™l! Her "testimonies™ 1n prayer meeting were
clarion-clear, ulmost oratoriczl, announcements of the adequacy
of her fz:ith. Edward was never much affectcd br the near-militancy
of either his wife's or his fathert's rel igion. After Edward?'s

death, Elizabeth instituted "morning worship®™ in her home, conducting
it herself, . |

Rhoda, unlike her mother, was shy and reserved. Her only
"testimony” was "I um on the Lord's zlide". A devoted, self-
saeriticins mother, her efforts were =1l directed towrard the advence-
xient of her childrer and her greutest happiness vi:s in their accom-
plishients., Except for Chas. Wesley Bretz, thev were the first of
thls line to have & high school educztion or its eocuivz=lent. For four
of them to 0 to college afterwurd i;us the “summum bonum™ of Rhoda's
1life. |

A narrovly circumscrited mental and phvsical environment
larsely detoramined the charazcter and the achlevements of these
forcbeurs. Thelr lives wsre uneventful monctones, lived offside
the mzin lines of change. Of this they were hardly awvare, for they
knew little clse for comparison. There 1s but 1little to record
other than that they all plzved effectively in the surge of German and
British agricultur:lists which swept over the Indians' hunting
grounds and inaugurat-4 ¢ wholly different economv gnd culture.

By the generations herein recorded, the forests were romoved, the
vir:in soil possessed and th: settlements expended to villages and
cities. Vho smong these plonecsrs could have dreemed of =n educ:tion
bevond the ungraded rural school? It vas not until Oliver and
Rhoda were rearing their family thet snv better schools were |
orgunized within reach of the farm end villege dwellers. Churches
came with the eariiest schools but, maintzined by adults, they
possessed no higher intellectual level than the culture {nherited

by the dominating gemeration from their own vouth. Such rebellions
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as occurred in OSnrunze were inevitable, so scon as voungsters
encountered a broader Xnowledge of the worid and l<arned of
culturcs superior to that loecally displeved. But no bhlame
attachcs to the attampted shaping of young minds to conform to
the limlted views of the adults. The older folk d4id not, could
not, understand that the static vorld view held from John down
to Oliver wus vanishing. Crilef over the rebellions wzs comore-
hensitle but unjustified. It is pleesznt to record that Cliver
and Rhoda eventuzlly accepted with equanimity the departures of
some of their children from the older and unsuitable conformitv,






