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f{istorical Sketcq or the Bright Familg. 

A PAPER 

REAU BEFORE THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF BERKS COUNTY, PA., 

NOVEMBER I 3, 1900. 

By A. G. GREEN, EsQ. 

At the regular monthly meeting of 
the Hist,,rkal Society of Berks county, 
lH~1d TU<:::3L1<lY eYening .Xuvembet· 13, 
u,uo. A. 1..i-. Grt::en. LciLl,, president of 
tLe society, reali tl.e foilowing interest
L,~· :3Kt·tch u[ Clie 1:,rignt La11111y, in con
f,irmity \Yith the l'el!Uest of the society 
wade a short time ago. .Mr. Green 
sait..!: 

r::,,TRODUCTORY. 
At a meeting of the Historical Society 

of Bed,s county, held September 11th, 
UOIJ, it \\"as formally voted that Mr. 
Gre~n. the president uf the society. be 
"'"' 1uested to p,·epare a sketch of the 
!'.;·i;.;ht family of Berks coumy. I ap
preciated the honor of thc, invitatiun, 
ancl as I had gathered a lan:,;e am,,unt 
of statistical information connected 
,, ith the Eoar'Y as well as the subsequ2nt 
history of the family, it seemed to me 
tu .iite,· an excellent opportunity to put 
my material into permanent shape. Be
sii.:es the sense of responsibility which 
a formal acceptance imposed, would 
necessarily insure the fulfilment of the 
obligation-a stimulus, the want of 
,,;hich has caused many attempts of a 
like character to fail of completion. 

• • • 
In the treatment of the subject. I 

have endeavored to relieve it from that 
lack of general interest which sketches 
of family pedigree necessarily involve, 
by making it largely biographical and 

historical. At the same time the fact 
will be recognized that no family his
tory can be reasonably complete which 
.ioes not contain a list of the names of 
the individuals of the family in the suc
cessive generations and under their ap
propriate ancestral heads, and so that 
it may not be difficult to trace the gen
ealogy of its members to the original 
stock from which they severally de
scended. 

In order to easy identification. I have 
prefixed to the names in the order of the 
sen,ral generations, their appropriate 
numb,ors in parantheses. For instance, 
the first generation is marked (1). The 
second generation, consisting of ten 
persons, is designated (2), (3). (4), &c. 
The third and fourth generations are 
numbered in the same way. 
MICHAEL BRECHT (OR BRIGHT) 

THE ELDER. 
The first emigrant to America wail 

Michael Brecht. He came from 
Schriessheim, a market town in the Pal
atinate, Born in 1706, he left his native 
town for America when he was 20 years 
of age and came to Germantown, Pa., 
in October, 1726. It is not often that a 
family ls so fortunate as to trace its 
remote ancestors beyond the first emi
gration. But in the case of the Bright 
family. by the recent effort of George 
D. Brl,ght, of Philadelphia, a great
great-grandson of the emigrant's eldest 
son Jacob, the dusty and mutilate6 



records of the Lutheran church of 
Schriessheim ha,·e been carefully 
searched at some expense. From them 
it appea1·s that a certain Christoph 
Brecht (lied thb·e in lti65, at the age of 
,-!. and his wile Anna m ,tio3 at ll1e 
ag~ of 8.J, and had n=muvec.l U1ither ii'on1 
::\ecudorft, where he was burn in lan. . . 

The same records furt:ier disclose 
that Christoph Brecht had a son 
named Baltllaser, born ir. 1636, who was 
married on the 2-Hh of August, 16,,8, 10 
Anna Margareta Cnrisunan; that he 
was a cuunc-ilman and almoner of the 
town; and had fourteen children, an-1 
that his death occur;-ed September 8, 
1,03, at the age of 6,. Of the fourteen 
children, the third was named Johan
nes. He was born October 12, 166:!, an•i 
was mal'l'ied July 29, 1684, to Anna 
Katharine, daughte1· of Hans Yo,;t 
Hoffman, a councilman of tho2 village,_ 
Among the children of Johannes Brecht 
was one named Johann .Micl1ael, who 
was born. says the church record, .May 
30, 1706, and who had for sponsor at his 
baptism Hans :\Iichael Hoffman. I~ 
would appear that Johann :\Iichael 
drc•pp,,d his pre-nomen, probabiy to dis
ting-uish hin1 frorn his fathe1· Juhanne3, 
as he was l•mo,Yn atter he left his humP 
for _.\.meric-a only as ;\lichael Bree-ht. 

TLis :\lichael Brecht "·as the emi-
grant \Yho fl1·st settled at Gen11antow11. 
His stay at that place was brief. As 
the i!npelling desire of the Ger1uan en1i · 
grant of that day was liberty arnl lane!, 
the ne,Y -comer soon pushed his way 
wesnYard until he found fertile, unoc -
cupied lands in the Lebanon valley. 
Here, at the head waters of the :\Iill -
bach, a s1,1a!I Libuta;·y that !lows int0 
the Tulpehocken creek at the present 
town of Sheridan on the Lebanon \'al
ley rai:road, h 0 settled. The locality 
was l~nO\Yn as Heidelberg town~hip, 
originally in Chester county, but by the 
organizatic,n of thP county of Lancas -
ter in 1,29. it became --'lrt of the latter 
county. In its immediate neighborhood 
the ,·illage of Shaefferstown, now ia 
Lebanon county, was afterwards laid 
out by Alexander Shaeffer, who also 
emigrated from the Palatinate in 1,40. 

* 
Here Michael Brecht first met Mar-

gareta Simone, the daughter of Jacob 
Simone, a newly arrived emigrant from 
France. She was somewhat his juni.or 
in years, but after a short courtship 
they were married. After this happy 
event. which took place in April, li28, 
Mr. Brecht turned his attention to the 
bm,iness of future support. Following 
the example of his neighbors he had 
already marked out a tract of vacant 
land. It contained by a subsequent 
survey, 78 acres and was located in tht> 
rich limestone region of the Lebanon 

2-

,·alley, and covered with primeval fo,·
est of white oak and hickory. We give 
here a diagram of the tract on which 
he settled to show irs surroundings. 

Q VACANT /'o 
n,~ra.m. of; M,e\la.a.l Bri~h.r 

~ Po.fanT frolf\ r ha Pe .. , .. ,. J .. t-,a11.111\1 

~.\i:'t':':' bt.il'lir.g a t,·e: d\\·t:'llinµ; fnr the 
u~e uf hi2 fr-1..n 1 ily, he b.:•~·,n thf-:' \Ynrl{ 1:if 
clea ·tn:2: the ian 1l. Y,:ar i:.1 ft,--r year p(1r•· 

tit"1n.::.: o·f tht· tract \Y~_ l't--' l)rrtu~:ht und~r 
c·ulth·q_ti1(n. buiJ,i_irw:s fur !-:is. ll111·ses an'l 
(•at:~'? i?~·:._•~·ttd, an! an i~F·1·ensing: fan1[ly 
p,-o\·j(~i----rl. fi1)'. Tt "\YHf' tht:' a:11hition r_,f 
'-:--'\"(']'_\' f=t•ttler tn gL·t a tit1i? tn the) land 
he 1'f·CU1):t•d. 1~ut it \Y<lf:. nnly after 1:! 
:':t~a~•f=:. ·or ~t:"\·erc> t(:i1 and rig;id 
""-,·nnnn'-Y tha 1

: .:\fr. Bre<·ht areun1u 
!aterl ~uf':1c'.ent 1 eady n1oney to pay 
f<•r l~i~ hnl•ling. On the 30th 
r,f Ju1Y. 1741. he obtained a p;-1tent frnrn 
John. ·Thoma~ and Richal'Cl Penn. for 
the ~s ac:n•s he had o<·cupiP<i as a settler 
ass st3ted in th 0 pari,nt. whi('h is recor<i
P(l in Pat1=1:t P,nnk yrd. R, p3gp 35:). ln 
1749 :\fr. B:·e,-,ht a<'quired b~- PU•'('ha•P 
Lorn the Penns two nther trar-ti" of lct:1d 
!n the saq1e neig-llb0rhood, on~ of 100 
ac,·es. th<> other of 64 a('!'PS. making the 
extent 0f his lande<i estate about 250 
acres. Tlw patent is dated ~oyember 
27tl,. 17,q_ a.-,d auiv recorrled in Patent 
Book. nil. 14. page 334. At the tim~ of 
his la~t ,,1p·.-.],as·, h's children were still 
at home ,,ssiP-tine- in the wnrk of the 
farm .. Jct,-,-,b. the oldest son. b<>ing then 
20 Hnn n,n·ld, the youngest. nine ~-ears 
of age. F,·nrn tlw fact of the linep. in 
the nctt,·nt h?ing bouncJed bv adinlning· 
o"·ners. it i<s eviclent that the lail''ls in
<'IUi!Pd th 0 rein "\\'ere taken up a.nd large· 
ly brnug-ht under cultiYation Jong be
fore the title "'as acquired. 

* 
As a rule when the <'hildren of a farm

er be('o,,,e of legal a[!'e they desire to set 
un for tlwms 0 lves. and the family of 
11,fichael Bre,.,ht fo,·med no e:tception. 
Ja<'oh. th" olrlest s0n, was the first to 
lean, thP rld ho:nestead. He gos-s to 
Ph;1a,'lelnhi;1. anrt is ma!'fied ln 
the (:}erman R,,formed church of 



that city on February 1, 1.51. 
to Susanna Rittenhouse, a nE,ar 
relati\·e 01 me celdnateli David Ri,wn
huu.,e Lr enna. Arc hi n,s. ~d sel'ies, vol. 
8, p, ti,u.J \\.hen his second son, George, 
ldt h,Jme d,,es not a,::,pea!', but from 1,is 
adyeinu.L'US cusposHtun it is nut t,kdy 
that ae ;,\·1J1 k,;:.--ti vn the t'.arm alter his 
majol'it:,· in 1; c,i. In 1754 we find Michad, 
his third sun. a l'esident of the town of 
H.eaC11ng, tu \Yhich --1act:• his fifth son, 
l'etb·, tuilO\\'S hin, in 1760. In the same 
year his founh son, John, marries a 
daughter of Alexander Shaeffer, the 
founc:er of Shact'rerstown, and his re 
maming sun, Va\·id, a few years after, 
engagt•<l in the milling business on the 
S,Yatarn in Pinegrove township, Berks 
county, "i,hin ~U miles of Shaeffers
to\l n. His daughters have all married; 
Katharine to Peter Sheetz, of Heidel
lK:·;.,; to1n1,l.ip: :'.Ilaria to Ludwig \-Vitte· 
meyet·, ,ieigl'ibor; Sarah to a Mr. Jones, 
wlw sub~ec:ucntly remo\·ed to Pitts· 
bur@,. His youngest daughter ChrisLina., 
finds a husbanu in Philadelphia wn'"n 
~c. - \\·;1 . .: hut lS years of ai:re. Her rnar · 
riage t,, 1_'hl'islopher Pechin on April -1, 
l~ l;.J, is re1.·nl'lled in the First Baptist 
<·t1u~ 1·h u1' that city [Pr.'nna. Archives, 
.:.:d -.:t·. i, :-:.. n·~- ~- p. 7~,2.] 

F"f(1n1 U1e sta le!uents in ~Iichac:l 
!:tt:_•_·1~: ::-: ,xiii th~t he had alrt:_,ady g·iy~n 
ltj;:.: ~-~\ -.:..·ai ,_ll1t•ln~n "as n1ul·h as he 
1,·an·,.,j .. 1· 1·ou 1d give the:;1,·· it nL1.y 1Je 
in;•-:·,,_ .. ] tll-.l~ tilt:,\· \YP1e each <.lU\·anl· 1~d 
~-t ,1 .: : :, -r:. ,_,f ~11:~ eSL;Jtt-> a~ d1ey se\-~-!n-1i:y 
\»r.'t ho·:t•.~ t11 s,A•.:--k JH·\.· rel:itivns iil lit'.e-
~ucn au \·ance:::i c:OllEistinl:!.: 1110stly uf a 
famil\· outtit usual in those days. In 
176~ :rn,,,t <Jf his <.:hiidren had <lt·irted 
f1·1,ln the paternal don1ici]e, antl the stay 
of th,)se who still remained (probably 
Sarah and Christina. being uncertain) 
:'.llr. Bt·echt u;ncludes to give up his 
fa1·m and on the 11th of :'.\Iay of th,it 
yvar he eoells his estate of 2!6 acres and 
ail<>\\'ance ,d1ich he had bought from 
th,: Penns to Y•lSt Hciffman. for .£1.200. 
He conlinues. ho,Yc\·er, to reside at 
Shaet";e, cto,,n until after the death of 
his ·wife 1larg;areta in 177S. Sht:> ·was 
buried in the grw,eyard of the HeideL 
berg Reformed church, located at the 
Yillag·e of H-21•.lelberg, aften\'ards ca,led 
Shar-fferstdwn. rrhere being no long~r 
any of his family in the neighborhood-
hi; son John haYing changed his place 
c1f rf'sidence to Fredericksburg, now in 
Leban()n county, Pa., in 1782, Mr. 
Brecht about this ti1ne removes tel 
Reading, where his sons Michael and 
Peter \\·ere liYing w!th their families. In 
1789 he makes his will. calling himself 
in the preface "Michael Brecht, Sen., of 
the town of Reading," and on Septem
ber 13, 1794, at the ripe age of 88 years, 
he is gathered to his fathers, his re• 
mains being deposited in the German 
Reformed burying ground, then located 

at the northeast corner of Washington 
and Sixth streets. vVhether a tombstone 
marked his grave is not known, but if 
so it was lost in the removal of the 
dead to the Charles Evans cemetery, 
anu his place of bm·ial is unknown. 

• * • 
THE BIRTH REGISTER. 

At the death of David Bright, a 
grandson of the elder :Vlichael, in 18!6, 
there was found with his effects by 
his son and executor Francis Bright, 
a registry of the names and 
births of his several children, and the 
dates of the death and place of burial 
of his wife, together with the date of 
his own death. It is in the form of a 
column on the shaft of which the in
scriptions are written in German, the 
bottom of the column commencing 
with the name of Jacob, oldest son 0f 
the emigrant and continuing with the 
names of the other children in the or
de,· of birth-the top inscription record
ing the name of the youngest. This in• 
sc!'iption, as the others are similar, ex 
un" <.lisce omnes-is as follows: "In 
the year of our Lord Anno 1747, August 
12, my tlaughter Christina was born." 
On the base of the monument is giv,~n 
the name of the elder :'.llichael, his pla-"e 
of natiYity, date of birth and year of 
emigration to America; also the names 
of his father and his own marriage to 
::\Iargareta Simone. We give the in• 
sctiptiun as it appears: ":'.lfichael 
Bre,·ht, vater der obergemelten 10 kin
det· ist geboren in dem Yahr Christus 
1706, dem :.!8 Tag :'.l[ai in der Kur-Pfals, 
in dern :'.\Ia,·ktfiecken Schri<'ssheim an 
der Berg strausse. Sein Vater war Jo
hannes Brecht buirglicher Einwohner 
daselbst, ist von seiner Vaterland nach 
Pennsylvania gekommen dem-October, 
17~6. Hat hier verheirath an :'.1-fargare:a 
im Yahr 1728. Ihr Vater war Jacob Si-• 
mone geb0ren Frantzos." On the right 
of the base is written the date of the 
death (~larch 21, 1778) of his wife Mar
gareta, and her burial in the church
yard in the to,Yn of Heidelberg; while 
on the left of the base is !"iven the date 
of the death of Michael Brecht (Sep
tember 13, 1794), and his burial in the 
town of Reading. It is also written in 
English. opposite his place of birth on 
the shaft, a statement that Michael 
Bright, Jr., died August 1, 1814. 

* * .. 
This monumental registry must have 

been made in the lifetime of Michal'! 
Brecht the elder and after the death of 
his wife in 1778, as the inscriptions in 
German are all In the same handwrit
ing, except the one recording his own 
death in 1794, which was obviously wrlt
ten by a different person. At the time 
it was given to the writer In 1892 by 
Francis Bright, the executor of David 
Bright, the paper was yellow with age, 
very much worn, and In pieces where 



It was folded, doubtless the result of 
frequent handling. It has since been 
supplied with a durable paper back and 
placed under a glass frame for future 
preservation. The document is undoubt 
edly genuine and trustworthy as to its 
contents, as on its face it bears strong 
evidence of its having been in the pos
session of the elder Michael in his life• 
time. It next came into the custody of 
his executor, Michael, Jr., and at his 
death was taken charge of by his son 
and executor David Bright, among 
whose papers it was discovered by his 
son Francis, who was also one of his 
executors. 

• • 
But if anything were wanting to es

tablish the genuine character of th8 
document in question, it will be found 
in the correspondence of its statemencs 
with the 
WILL OF MICHAEL BRECHT, THE 

ELDER. 
Written In 1789 in German It was 

proved September 29, 1794, before Jacob 
Bower and is on file in the office of the 
Register of Wills, and contains th<e 
names of his ten children in the same 
order in which they are given in the 
registry above described, except that 
the sons are named first. It is a long 
document, and appears to be the testa. 
tor's own composition. As it contains 
so many material facts as to his own 
life and his children's history, we give 
a summary of it with some fullness of 
details. He begins by calling himself 
Michael Brecht, the elder, of the town 
of Reading. Next he orders his exe
cutor to give to each of his ten children, 
viz., Jacob, George, Michael, John, Pe
ter and David, and his daughters Kath
arine Sheetz, Maria Wittemeyer, Sarah 
Jones and Christina Pitchin, as mucn 
as he shall hereafter direct. He then 
gives Jacob five shillings because he is 
his first born son; and after reciting 
that he has already given to his sev
eral children as much of his estate as 
he chose or could, according to his 
means, he provides for a settlement of 
accounts with them by his executor as 
follows: Having loaned to his son Ja
cob £150, in August, 1786, for which h, 
takes his bond with interest. the exe • 
cutor is directed to collect from Jacob 
£50 with interest, and then give him 
back his bond. As to his son George, 
the executor is to give to his lawfully 
begotten children £40, In equal shares. 
To Michael, who had given his father a 
bond dated April, 1784, for £150, the ex
ecutor was to return his bond upon the 
payment of £50 with interest. In the 
case of his son John, he recites that as 
he has aleardy before given to him for 
his portion the same as his brothers and 
sisters received, and has since lent him 
in ready cash £40 for which he gave his 
bond dated October, 1786, he directs his 

executor to return his bond upon pay
ment of the interest in full. As to Peter 
to whom he loaned £200, and took his 
bond, dated in April, 1i88, he directs 
that upon his paying £100 with interest 
his bond should be returned to him. To 
his son Da,·id he had loaned "in ready 
cash £2,, anno 1,65." He accordingly 
directs that his bond be handed back to 
him and that he should be paid in ad
dition £80 for his inheritance. For his 
daughter Katharine, he provides that 
in addition to what he has given her, 
she shall yet receive the sum of £30 for 
her portion. For his daughter Maria, 
inasmuch as he holds the bond of her 
husband Ludwig 1Vittemeyer for £50, 
dated in April. 1773, she is to receive 
back the said bond with the interest 
accrued and in addition the sum of £20 
for her inheritance; and to his daughter 
Sarah Jones, in addition to what he had 
adYanced her, she is to be paid the sum 
of £80. To his youngest daughter Chris-
tina Pitchen, he directs that £100 be 
paid in addition to what she has al
ready received. 

• • 
Perhaps nothing so clearly shows the 

peaceful and fatherly character of the 
testator, as the closing portion of his 
will. ApprehensiYe that some of his 
children might be dissatisfied with the 
rlivision he has made of his estate, he 
"advises such to have patience and to 
learn from his own mistakes and be 
wise; and that each of them may at 
once do right and be at peace." He 
then appoints his lo,-ing son Michael 
as his executor, with full power to give 
satisfaction to any just and reasonable 
complaint which may be made. 

NATURALIZATION. 
By the act of Parliament of the 13th 

of George the Second, Chapter 7, it was 
provided that from and after July 1, 
1740, all persons who shall re~,ue for 
seven years or more in any of His 
Ma_iesty's colonies, and take the oath of 
allegiance to the sovereign of Great 
Britain, and make, repeat and subse1,.jbe 
the Declaration of Fidelity, and artirm 
the abjuration oath and subscribe his 
profession of the Christian belief (fo,:
which he was to pay two shillings), he 
should be given a certificate of natural
ization under the great seal. A some· 
what similar law was enacted by the 
PEnnsylvania assembly in 1742. In nur
suance of these acts, Michael Brecht, 
of Lancaster county. appeared before 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvanl<t, at 
Philadelphia, held September 24-25, 1744, 
took and subscribed the several oaths 
prescribed and became a naturalized 
citizen of the province. [See 2d vol. 
Penna. Archives (second series), pag·e 
368 and also page 347.] 

• 
It does not appear that natura!lzat'on 

was a prerequisite to the holding of title 
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to lands in Pennsylvania, as Michael 
Brecht had received a patent to his 
t::-act of 78 acres from the Penns as 
early as July 30, 1741, which was duly 
recorded in the Patent Book of the 
province, and gave an indefeasible title 
to the purchaser and the fact will be 
recalled that as early as 1682 WilliaII.1 
Ptcnn, while yet in England, sold 15,000 
acres near Philadelphia to the Frank
fort company, of Germany, represented 
by that prominent pioneer Francis Pas
torius, who accompanied the Germn n 
emigrants sent by the company to 
America as early as 1684. In this pur • 
chase the lands in and about Germat1-
town were included and after an official 
survey, deeds for lots were granted to 
the settlers by the company, which are 
t,, this day the foundation of titles to 
,and in that neighborhood. 

But the Act of Naturalization had its 
sii,;r!ificance in that it gave political 
rights to the foreign settlers in the 
p. uvince. ,,~ho \Yerc ahYays eager to 
avail them~elves of the privilege. And 
so extended did the> right of suffrage 
become in the German and Scotch-Irish 
Rettlements before the vVar of Inde • 
penclence. that the foreign element har1 

a clecided voice in the Colonial Assem
bly, and forced the retirement of the 
Quakers from the dominant position in 
political affairs they had so long en
j, -ypd under the Proprietary govern
ment. 

PRDfOG EXITURE. 
In the charter granted by Charles II. 

to \Yilliam Penn in 1681, it was provided 
that the common law of England should 
be in force in the province until altered 
by Penn, his suc:c:essors or assigns or 
the Colonial Legislature. At the four 
days' session of the Provincial Assem
bly, held at Chester in 1684, a series of 
!a ,vs was enacted for the government 
of the province. Among these enac
ments was a law in reference to intes
tate estates. which gave the widow one
third of the personal property, and the 
interest of one -third of the real estate 
of her deceased husband, after payment 
of debts. and the remaining two-thirds 
to be divided equally to his children, ex
c:ept that the eldest son was to have a 
double portion. The provision in refer
ence to giving a double portion to the 
eldest son was reaffirmed by the legis
lature in 1693, and again in 1705 and 
continued to be the law of the common -
wealth untll 1794, when this relic of 
feurlallsm was abolished and the chil
dren of an intestate shared equally ;n 
the property of their decea~ed parents. 
It is well known that the sentiment of 
the German settlers was opposed to all 
forms of priII.1ogenlture, even to the 
limited extent of preferring the oldest 
son by giving him a double portion, ana. 
they generally managed to defeat this 

prov1s10n of the law by disposing of 
their estate by last making a will. In 
the will of Michael Brecht, the elder, 
there is a recognition of the law giving 
a preference to the eldest son, for to 
avoid all cavil, the testator gives his 
son Jacob five shillings beforehand "be
cause he is my first born son." In the 
will of Peter Brecht, the fifth son of the 
emigrant, made in 1793, when the law 
was still in force, there is a similar pro
vision in which the testator "gives to 
Jacob twenty Spanish milled dollars, :o 
be in full of his birthright as my olde;t 
son," after which he directs the remain-• 
der of his estate to be equally divided 
among all his children. 

THE NAME "BRIGHT." 
The original spelling of the family 

name was B-r-e-c-h-t, as is shown by 
the Lutheran records at Schriessheim 
in the Palatinate, in which the names 
of the ancestors of the emigrant for 
three consecutive generations are so 
written. In addition to this, the emi
grant always wrote his name "Brecht" 
as appears in all extant documents. In 
his application to be naturalized in 
1744, in the deeds of lease and release 
of lot on the corner of Thomas and 
Callowhill streets, in the town of Read
ing, to his son Michael in 1761, in the 
writer's possession, as also in his last 
will and testament on file in the Regis
ter's office, the same spelling is pre
served. His son Peter has also signed 
himself "Brecht" in his last will. It is 
for this reason that I haYe designated 
them in the preceding sketch as Michael 
Brecht the elder, and Peter Brecht. In 
the second generation of the Bright 
family in America, the sons of the emi
grant retained the same spelling in 
early life, as witness the marriage rec
ord of the Reformed church at Philadel
phia in 1751, of his eldest son Jacob, the 
deeds of lease and release by Micha<!! 
the elder to his son Michael, Jr., in Oc
tober, 1761, above referred to, and the 
early official assessment rolls of his sons 
John and David, and the signature of 
his son Peter to deeds executed by him 
in his lifetime, as well as his signature 
to his last will filed in the Register'il 
office at Reading in 1793. These all 
recognize Brecht as the original family 
name. 

• • • 
When the change from Brecht to 

Bright was made is uncertain. It be
gan, however. in the second generation. 
The first use of the word Bright I find 
in the signature of Michael, the third 
son, to the administration account on 
the estate of Conrad Bower, whose wid. 
ow he married, filed in 1768, which he 
signed jointly with her. He there signs 
his name Michael Bright, and in the 
deed to him for a tannery and twelve 
acres of land in Alsace given to him as 
grantee by James Boone in 1775, he is 
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likewise named Michael Bright. So in a 
deed to him from his son Jacob. for d. 

lot in REcading in 1-,-93 he is named as 
Michael Bright. and in all documents 
subsequent to 17,8 signed by him, in
cluding his last will in 1814, he signs his 
name ::'>Iichael Bright. \Yhich afte1· his 
father's death in 1,94 is changed to 
Michael Bright. Sen .. as he had a sor: 
by the same name. He does not aµpui: 
to haye written his own name Rs 
:\Iichael, Jr., probably for the reasun 
that his father used Brecht as the faro• 
ily name while he wrote Bright. His 
oldest brother Jacob, 0f Phiiadelphia, 
seems to haYe changed his spelling of 
the family name to Bright at an early 
day. as in a com:nission to him as can• 
tain in li,6, he is named as Captain 
Jacob Bright. In the third generatic,n 
the use of Bright as the family n.nne 
appears to have been generally adopted. 
The name Brecht has entirely disap .. 
peared. 

• • • 
'v\'hy in anglicising the \\"Ord Brecht 

it took the form B1·ight is not c:lea•·. 
ThE> "·ord Brecht is not to be fouml 'n 
the German lexicon. The nearest ap
proach to it is Pracht. signifying pomp. 
splen,.lor. mag-nificence, and figurati,·ely 
b,·ightness. In its adjectiYe form uf 
praer.-i1tig, we ha\·" the family name 
by a change of the first letter. lts 
n1eaning is the- Ran1e as the noun fr1rn1. 
viz .. splendid. b,·'.ght. and it is frequent
ly u2ed in connection "·ith Tag or :uo,·• 
gen. signifyln?-· a fint:. bi'ight r1ay -)r 
rno:·ning. It iB not unlil<Pl,· the B"ight 
family of Eng:and may haYe bee>n 
descended from the Brechts of Ge,·
many. and that this change in the 
name was kno"·n to the emigrant's 
faml!y. ,nth this explanation ,Ye con•• 
elude the sketch of the 
FIRST GENERATION IN AMERICA, 

VIZ., 
1) :Michael Brecht. 1i06-1794, 2nd, 1728 

.Ma,·gareta Simone. 1708 -1778. 
The n~xt generation is made up of the 

childr 0 n of the emigrant. \\'hose names 
and births. taken from the fami1y regi-;
tn· abnyo de~.e,·ibed. are as follo\,·s: 

Ja,-.nb Brecht. b. April 13. 1729. 
GPorge Brecht. b. FPbruary 9, 1731. 
Mi,:,h,iel Bre>cht. b. March 24. 1732. 
Katharine Brecht. b. April 6, 1734. 
Johr. Brecht, b. February 20. li36. 
Peter Brecht. b. May 13. 1738. 
D'l.vid RrPC'ht. b. August 9, 1740. 
J\:Carie Brecht. b. August 1, 1742. 
Sarah Brecht, b. January 19, 1745. 
Christina Brecht. b. August 12, 1747. 

• • • 
The above childrien constitute the 

SECOND GENERATION 
of the Bright family In America. and so 
far as the facts relating to their biog
ra"lhy and the names of their immedi-
ate descendants have been learned, they 
are giYen in the order of birth. 

(2) Jacob Bright, 1729-1802, ,yas born 
in Hdde1b,0 rg to\\"nship, Lancastd' 
county, .1:-·c:. .• \\"as brought up ,m u.e 
farm and r•· raained \\"ith his parent2 till 
lie \\ a:3 ·_,f dg"t:>. \Ye next find hi1n in 
Philadelphia. \\·ht:l"e he engages in bu~i -
ness anu in 1751 n1arri-2s Susanna I-~i:. -
tenl,ou,e. 1;~6 lSOS. of Roxboro. Ho1\ a. 
counu y lad li \·ing in a re111ute pa: t vf 
La1H:asttr C1.1unty ~hould get to Phila 
delphia at that early day may be a 
1natter of sun1t: su1 prise. But it 1nu.~t 
be borne in mind titcH Philadelphia 11·cts 

the n1etr11puJis of the pnJ\·ince. A.11 lhe 
principrd roads of the interior led di 
rectly to it. Its ext~nsive shippin~. 
bringing the procit,c·ts of the outske 
\Yorld to its port n1>tde it the great nu, t 
of comm-:,rce, and il supplied the west
ern set Llt:'!DE'nts- \\·L .. h all they nee ..:.eJ. 
not c,nly in cotton and Y'i.'•)f_\llen g-uods., 
sugar. coti.\:·e and :,::,baccu, but a.su in 
many of th~ luxu, i2~ of life. These 
a1·ticles r2.~uirt.·d transpcirLaLon and tn-~ 
\YO~ k (Jf '-'=arning- r1ou:· anJ grain to Phil
adt·lphia und retui:nin~ with go1•ds to 
supp:y tLe sc-\ttltrs \Ya::~ larg-ery the bu~;
ness of the \Yel1-to do fa1·me1· \Yho maJ-s 
his annual vr ~e:1.;i -annu::1.l trips f!Jr 
that purp\_.;-:;,_-_ In tlh_-~e t.ri!-,~ tht:'Y \\"t"'' •: 

l·f~-=-P. a,_. 1:.1!1:l·<; 11>· 1,1h- 1~1r rn,,... 
n1:.~·nJ.1t.< ~ t'.·!,.: ··ii:•. Tbc1.~ .\~: '. 
Ec::-cht tb,- \•'.1>~·. q~ su-·I! (!t (·a:-:1 :1:..::. 
tu11K \-.·:t~1 111•:! Lis (•j ~t so(~ J:.t1 ,Jb !:1,1:: 

.!.iy )J ... iJ, ... ;;.-_- ._-1 d. ·1.1-.,_'t \\"h~~t 1.h1: y, 1 t1~·M 
n1an sa\\. fan1il!D."i:-'.:,·d h: - w'.th ·\1\..'. 

~~~,~~t
1l1\:'\/' ~~ trct~-(/~~-;: ~~~ ~\:~\'. tt1~::.' ~~~-;. 

pa1'e{l hiin [,)!' his !:t1tur1: s1-:>tlie.'11-:,nt. . 
Jacc-b Bright must lul\·e had consid,-r

able fon:::e ,:.f cha~·ac·te1·, as \\·e t:nJ. hin1 
ab<JU.t the y,_ar 1~70 in partnE'rship ,-\·~tb 
Christopl1."1· Peehin. a natiYe of F,·an @, 

enga;,:ed in the· cuast:ng t1·ade, shipping 
goods to an,1 fi·on1 Sa ,·annah an,J 0111 .. _ r 
Southen• p•Jrt:•. Aftt'l' the \'i'ar t,f ti1e 
ReYolutiun ha•1 or;v:.1ed he en~:ag- ·'(1 in 
th~ serYice nf 1_ he C, ,n tinental Co:1gress, 
th12n shtiri~- at rhiladelphia. and und-2e 
a con1n1i:-,:.=:;i(,n as C1apta.ia he 1·aiser\ a 
con1ri~ny r f ~O 111en. including non c·:i'.;t
missio~1c-d of:i.cers. \YhCt~t-"\ rus.te-1· is gi.Y1:-n 
in YOl. 1:J Penna. Arr.fl ire~ ( :2d f-3E'l'i·:.~) 
page 574. In thiR patriotic duty he w,is 
,Yarn1ly a~$i8t1;:/! hy his oartner. "-~10 
contributed largely to the expenses 
necessal'ily incurred. As to his subsf' · 
quent history we haYe little informa
tion. He had seYen children, viz .. 
Michael, George, Vi'illiam, Mary, Jacob, 
Susan and ~fichael 2d. 

• 
(3) G~org;, Bright, 17:31 1769, was also 

a native of Heidelbng township, Lan
caster county; \\"here the rest of his 
brothers and sisters were born and 
reared, and assisted his father in clea1·• 
ing the farm and bringing it under 
cultivation. He was of a roving and 

adventurous disposition, which did not 



allo'.\· him to c'lo service at home after 
a~taining his majority. There is a gen
er2.l tradition in the family that he 
j .. ined Daniel Boone. the Kentucky pio
neer, in his incursions into that state, 
an,t thar he \\·a~ there killed by the In
,lian~. \Yhether the t,·adition has a re-
liable> bRsis ma,· d2pend upon the prob
abie acquaintance of the two in early 
life. They were nearly the same age, 
};right having been born in 1,31 and 
Bo,me in l,:l3. In referring to the biog. 
raphi-'s of Boone in the encyclopedias. 
in the city library, ,Ye cliscover no facts 
,,-hic-h fa,·or such early acquaintance. 
Chan1bers' encyclopedia says Boone 
\\·as born in Virgin'a in 1,35, while Ap. 
pleton Sta res that l,i~ gTandfather, Geo. 
Boone, emigrated from England with 
his family in 1717 and settled at Bris
toi, Bucl,s count:,;, .Pa., that his son, 
Squire Boone, the frtl1ter of Daniel. also 
settle•:I the,·e: that Daniel was born in 
that county in 1,:J:; and that· Squire 
B0nn~·. \\'ith his family ren""!.OYed to the 
n, f!·[: lJoa l:, <, l uf th~ Yadkin riyer in 
."'~,·1 ·tr: 1-:-,d:,,lina in !l~O. A third ency. 
(·l· pedia, t!~e A'."'!.k!·ic-an. als(1 says rh.1t 
th-2 r,Ponq~ first ~ett:e<l in ·nuc-ks coun-
1 _\·, \\ l:e~·e Daniel -,•:as burn in 1735 and 
t!1at the fan1il.Y o: S:1uire Boon':', th'7 
fH:i~rr of Daniel. \\'(·ht tn Xol·th Caroli-

!!~\ in 1/50. In th 0lt y._ar. if these ae-
1_,_·ou•Hs are tl'tlP, ~a!1!,)l ·,Yas only 15 
_\.,. ·; s of 2e-c·. and L~l'?'.'f~ \\'~S little prob
ab:'ity tl1at C~e11i·t:rf:' Brig-ht had any ac • 
rtur.11ncan1....t:· with hi1n ur had eYen heard 
, t hiln. 

Hut subse-qut:>nt inve~t'.gation has 
pi·(:•\·ed that the v1·e,·iou~ ac:.:ounts as 
to I).1niel Bo,111:~·s natiYity r11e erron 
enu~: that ,-.. h1'.c the elder Boone lei:t 
E1'.gland with his family in 1717 he set
ti,0rl in Philadelphia. "·he,·e the Friends, 
of ,,·hif'h hP wa.; a D!'o~nir:.ent member, 
cl:'elly rescided ·. tha·t in the following· 
Yf~-\?' he re:;,1uyed tl) the neig-hborhr1od 
nf Ul•~Y. then in Philad 1:1!phi:.1 county; 
tirnt h'c' to0k up a tract nf !and on :\Ion 
ocacy creek in 1718 and that his chi!. 
dc<J•1 ~etLl,,,l in the immediate neigh
borhood. Of them. hi~ son Squire 
Bn ,ne, the father of Daniel. owned the 
Boon,, farm in Exeter, having pur. 
chased it in N'o\·ember. 1730, where his; 
son Daniel was born October 22, 1733, 
ai::1 at the age of 17 removed with his 
fa, her's family to North Carolina in 
17,0. Perhaps the most r·onclusiYe evi
den~e of Daniel's place of nativity will 
be ~ound in the current history of Exe
ter to,Ynship. In the spring of 1741 the 
inhabitants of Oley. haYing long suf
fered inconYenience for want of a town
ship organizatJ,,n, applied for that pur 
po~e to the court at Philadelphia. The 
petition was granted and the townsh'.p 
of Oley was duly surveyed and organ
ized. It was found. hO\vever, that at 
least 50 families living !n the south-

western part of the territory had not 
been included in the lines of the new 
t0\Ynship, and the court was at once 
petitioned for relief. The petition con
taineci 16 names, among them Squire 
Boone's. "Upon its presentation to the 
court a commission was authorized to 
examine and report. The result was 
that in September of the same year the 
township of Exeter was organized-the 
smTey of the h1.nds, which included 
lJ,500 acres, having been made by Geo. 
Boone, Esq, 

* • 
Mr. Montgomery, in his history of 

Berks county says that John F. Wat
son in a paper read be.fore the Histori
cal Society of Pennsylvania, May 17, 
1853, was the first to combat the state
ment of Daniel Boone's nativity being 
in Bucks county. He was followed by 
a paper from Dr. Peter G. Bertolette, of 
Oley, entitled "Oley and Vicinity," de
posited with the Pennsylvania Histori
cal Society in 1865, in which he gives the 
result of extended conversations with 
the oider members of the Boone fam
ily in Ex.eter, in which from the tradi
tions of the family and other data it 
is clearly shown that Squire Boone set•· 
t:•0 d in the pan of Exeter, then Oley, 
near the> Friends' :\leeting House 
and that his son Daniel was 
bo,rn tl'1ere in 1733. The doctor 
had been for many years their 
i,u11ily physkian. :\Ir. Nicholas Jom--s 
has also contributed an exhaustive ar-· 
tic-le. though somewhat diffuse, on. the 
subject of the Boone faml':,·. which wa,; 
published in the Reading Times and 
Dis;Jalch of October 29, 1879. He quotes 
largely from Dr. Bertolette's papers and 
1·e'ates a visit to the Boone farm ;n 
Exeter. It was then owned by James 
Lee. a survey,,t· and conveyancer, who 
said that Daniel Boone was born ther~; 
that his father Squire Boone had owned 
it 20 years; that he had bought it from 
Ha,ph Ashton in 1730 and had sold it 
upon his removal to North Carolina in 
17o0 to "\Villiam l\fagrudge, by deed of 
April 11th of that year. Mr. Jones also 
recounts a con,·ersation with Thomas 
Lincoln, of Exeter, who died about 175:l 
al the age of 87. in which he describes 
Daniel Boone's visit to Exeter in 1788 
to see his relatives. He was accom
panied by his wife Sarah and his son 
Nathan. They had traveled on horse-• 
back from their home in Kentucky, and 
the journey had taken three weeks. 
l:-pon reading the evidence contained in 
the above papers there can be no doubt 
as to Berks county being the nativity 
of the Kentucky pioneer. 

* • • 
It is easy to see how George Bright 

might have become acquainted with 
Boone. LiYing less than 30 miles from 
each other. and Boone's uncle George 
being a practical surveyor, whose ser
vices were frequently required In the 
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survey of the vacant land in that part 
of the province it is quite likely that 
he was called upon by Michael Brecht 
in 1741 to make a survey of the tract of 
78 acres on which he had settled. In his 
mission to Heidelberg- for this purpose 
G_eorge Boone, Esq., may have taken 
his nephew Daniel with him to assist 
in making the survey, as he was old 
enou~h to act in that capacity. Such 
a visit would have naturally brought 
about an acquaintance between youn~ 
Boone and Bright which may hav~ 
ripenE'd into intimacy and thus fully ac
:io.unt for George Bright subsequently 
JOming Boone's expedition into Ken
tucky in 1769, which is fixed as the 
probable time of his death. 

* 
That an early meeting of these 

congenial lads took place in 17 41 
and that it was kept up be
tween them is not history, but 
the surroundings are sufficient to 
account for the family tradition in re
gard to George Bright. It will be seen 
by reference to the will of his father 
that the testator (1789) gives to the chi!~ 
dren of George the portion which 'l'l·ould 
have come to their father, who was un-
doubtedly dead at the time the will 
w:3-s made. !\either the names of his 
wife nor the birth or names of his chil
dren ha\·e been ascertained. 

(4) Michael Bright. 1,32-1814, the 
t~1rd son of the emigrant, besides a.a 
s1sting in the w0rk on the father;s 
fal'm., had learned the trade 0f a sad. 
dler, and in ~Ia:·ch, 1753, he attaiaed 
his majority, The county of Berks had 
been organized the year before out of 
parts of Philadelphia, Lancaster and 
~hester counties, and the to'\'\·n of Read
ing- haa beco,ne the county seat. It ,,as 
Rdm1rably !orRted at the fords of 
th0 Set:uy]kiH. "·here the e-re&t 
Tulpehocken 1·oad cros~.ed the rin,i;_ Tt 
had be_en _,·egnlarly laid out by th<' 
P,--1111s 111 1,48 an,l bid fEdr to become a 
lhriYing and irnportant to,Yn. Philip 
Erpf, a nei;;·hbor ,,f .\Iicr,ael BreC'l:.t, in 
Heidelberg, hF.l•l &;1"!-:iiied to tl1e Ja.nd of 
flee of the pr1)pr!21:11;·s i!l 17?11 for n lot 
on the ,\-?St sid~ of Ca1l.J\YhH1 street in 
the to'l'l·n of Reading·, and had obtait1-::d 
a oa_tem for it dated July 16, 1752, the 
c-c•ns1deration being the payment of an 
annual ground r<"nt of seven shillings 
from ~larch 1, l'ic2, and the building ,if 
a "'ubstantial d\\·elling house on the 
earn~, at least ?O feet square, with a 
brick or stone chimney, within two 
years. The lot, 60 feet in front by 230 
deep, was numbered in the general plan 
of the town 391, and was situate on th<' 
northwest corner of Callowhill and 
Thomas streets (Fifth and Washington) 
where the Farmers' Hotel now stands. . . . . 

The new town appeared to offer great 
advantages to settlers, and as the 

neighborhood of Shaefferstown prom
ised little prospect of success in hi~ 
trade it was thought best that Michael 
the younger should remove thither. Ac
cordingly in anticipation of such re
moval his father bought of Erpf lot No, 
391 abo\·e described, for the considera
tion of £90, The deed is dated January 
31, 1753, and is wii:nessed by Conrad 
Weiser and Conrad Bower. . . 

Probably in the same year which by 
the act of the Provincial Assembly of 
1751, commenced on the first of January, 
li52, N. S., instP.ad of the 25th of March, 
his son :.\Iichael moved to Reading and 
in compliance with the conditions of the 
patent puts up a building on the new 
lot to accommodate his business as a 
saddler as ,vell as the present demands 
of a ,,-ife and family. So prosperous 's 
his business that in 1,61 he is enabled 
to obtain the title from his father of tile 
Erpf lot originally intended for him. 
and accordingly on October 2, 1,iil, 
Michael Brecht and .:\largaret his "·if.:, 
execute a iease of said lot to their son 
l\Iichael "to enable him to accept a 
grant of the re\·ersion" and on the day 
follo,;Ying· th,,y further execute a re
lease• to hin1 to thv reYerRii fll fur lhe 
co1:.t-:iLlt:r:ttlun' of CL. 1.1. ft i~ p.'(dJal1 --~ 
that ~;1u:._·h ,_,~ chh cor.side.·atiun l1a,J 
be, n pre,·inu:-:;y !1L1ill. ;1s in l~G1J. jf traJi
ti.~n is co1T'..:C't. :.\Iich~~-_,l the Sl 1n ere....:tld 
a larg-e. Cw<.1 story ~t._:1lH:• dwelling huu~-:: 
on tl·,t.:' :1 ,·· ·,,.; Ll1 a fI'1 •llt of :}~ :·t-et a1:.i a 
depth of 3--i. fi:~et. }lt•;·1:-: he u1.rried u:1 his 
busines8 as a sadd:e1· fu1 a nu1nber of 
years. • • 

In 1~5J l1is oldc,st ~.;n Jacob was born. 
Son11:·t11nt.· after the bir•.h of ).fich.:iel. ":.11.s 
se~·,_tnrl son. :n 1 ~;;~➔• his Y\·ife dieCl. a~d 
not being ;r:c·1int_••l to ren1.1in a widO\\·er. 
he paid c,,un to Kitty J3o\\·er, the \Yid
o"- of Cun:·aJ 3,)wer, '\Yhose n1aid2~ 
na111e \Y.:L.s l--Iub-21· c·.l' I-!01 •Yt.::,l', as it is 
nc,~:- S::>t:Led. anU in 1767 they \\'el'e 
ma1Tied. 

* * 
Co:-irad BJ1Yer !,ad rlled in~esrnte in 

~~~•·,.)~t~ ,·~1 ~,;~.~~\~d\~-r !~~ie s\~e~~~d~~~i 
ha•:! for n:e_ny rears k,cpt the well known 
t2Y,•rn on th~ n01·th si,_te or: Penn Sctuarn 
arl.~oining on thP east the "Old '\\rhite 
Sto,·e" of Ccm.rad \'\~eiser, the noted In
dian agent. From \Vei~er he had 
bought for £50 the eastern moi
ety of lot No. 3, just above 
where the present Second National 
Bank now stands, as early as 1752, and 
having previously purchased lot No. 4 
from the proprietaries he owned a front 
of 90 feet, -,,·hich he used In connection 
with his businegs. The inn he conduct -
ed was probabl}' the oldest in the town, 
He owned besides a number of lots in 
Reading, in addition to several tracts 
of land adjacent. As his real estate, 
which was valued at £3,600 was not 
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partitioned till 1781, it is probable that 
the \\"iduw Bower continued at the ol<.I 
stand the business \Yhich her husband 
had followed. I am inclined to believe 

. that she was the landlady of the estab-
lishment at the time she was married 
to :\lkhael Bright in 1,6,, and that after 
their marriage the tavern was contin
ued in Bright's name until the Bowet· 
estate \\'as partitioned in 1,81 at the in
.stance of Captain Jacob Bower, the 
oldest son. This view will reconcile the 
tradition that the building erected in 
1,60 on the Callowhill street lot (No. 391) 
was not used as a hotel till 181,, and it 
accords with the fact that Michael 
Bright in a det>d to him from James 
Boone for a tannery and tract of land 
in Alsace, no,y in Reading, dated :March 
25. 1775, and July recorded, is described 
as an innkeet)er, while in a release to 
him as guardian of John Soder, dat«d 
:\lay 24, 1 ;64. he is named as a saddler. 
The view abo\·e suggested is also in 
acconlance with the statement in a 
number of deeds of property granted 
tn hi;n or co111·<'ye<1 by him subsequent 
10 !,81, in \\'hi~h he is in1·ariably called 
a Ye-Oman, which appean, to ha\·e been 
tlw u~ual designation of a person livin.; 
in the to,Yn and farrnin,:; land outside of 
th~ t.,11·11 limits. It i~ pr·obable that af
te-1· hi~ ~c-cond rnarriagc l'ii:: dispu:.-.,e<l uf 
his c,ld,ll"r\· bus::ness nnd rented his 
1·r•:-:illen 1.·e un CaUO\\'hill street to his 

Just before the outbreak of the Re\·o
lution, \"iZ., in 1774. :Michael 
Ul'ight \\'as elected one of the 
c:ommissicners of Berks county, 
wh;ch orfice he held for three 
Years. It was at that time a position 
of great \mportance and responsibility. 
As with the opening of hostilities th,, 
Pro\·incJal Assembly had ceased to 
meet, the Nimmittee of safety at Phil
adelphia ha<i assumed its po\vers and 
under their authority With representa
tives from the several counties, the 
commissioners were empowered not 
onlv to Je;-y the quota of troops 
req.uired for the Continental army, but 
to provide for their support. The rec
ords show that repeated levies of taxes 
were made by the commissioners during 
the \Var in order to raise funds to arm 
a11<.l provision the troops which were 
furnished by the county. It was while 
acting as commissioner in December, 
1774 that :\-lichael Bright was appointed 
as cne of the "Committee of Observa
tion" for the county. The formation of 
this committee was recommended by 
the Congress of Deputies from the sev
eral colonies which met in Philadel
phia in September, 17,4. Pursuant to 
such recommendation a call was Issued 
tor a meeting of the voters of the coun
ty. It was held at the court house in 
the town of Reading on December 5, 

1774, when fifteen prominent citizens 
were chosen to act on said committee. 
Among the associates of Mr. Bright 
\Vere Ed ,vard Biudle, Esq., Christian 
Schultze, Balser Geehr, Mark Burd, 
Geo1·ge N'agle, Sebastian Levan and 
others. The duties of this committee 
were to collect funds for the relief of 
the citizens of Boston, to watch those 
\\'ho were disaffected and require them 
to give up their arms, and in general to 
provide for the common defense. 

* • • 
Before the close of the war }.Ir.Bright 

had acquired considerable real estate 
consisting largely of out-lots and 
small tracts of land near the 
to,Yn. These he farmed up to the 
time of his death, housing 
his stock, ho1-ses and cattle in the ex
tensive stabling on the rear of his Cal
lo\\"hill street residence. In 1810 he sold 
to his son David for the consideration 
of £400, the vacant part of his Jot No. 
391, lying immediately north of his 
house. It contained 28 feet in front on 
Fifth street by 230 feet in depth. Upon 
the lot David was then erecting a three
story brick dwelling for himself and 
family. It is still standing and was 
occupied by him until his death in 1846. . . . 

::O.Iichael Bright had four cnildren by 
his second wife, viz., Sarah, David, Pe
ter and John, the last two dying in the 
lifetime of their parents. He died at 
heal.ling August 1, l~H, his ·widow sur
vi l'i ng him but a few months. They 
\\·ere both buried in the Reformed 
graveyard on the northeast corner of 
$ixth and ·washington streets, and their 
remains \Yere afterwards removed to 
th2 Bright Jot in the Charles Evans 
cemetery where the original tomb
stones to their memory still stand. 

HIS WILL. 
The will of (4) Michael Bright, Sen., 

was probated at Reading on August, 
li,14, and directed that certain portions 
of his real estate, viz., the lower mead
ow of five acres, two Hockley out-lots 
of five acres each, a lot and a half lot 
in Reading, one-half of his tract of 
woodland in Alsace, the division line 
being the road leading north from the 
Hill road, east of Penn's Mount.through 
said tract to "Hesser's" and a tract of 
145 acres in Schuylkill county, be ap
praised and then gave his son Jacob the 
choice of taking the same or any part 
at the valuation that might be fixed. 
Whatever part Jacob declines to take 
was to be sold by his executors at pub
lic sale. To his son David with similar 
conditions, he devises the upper mead
ow (on Rose creek val!ey), a tract of 
seven or eight acres adjoining the 
Spring Garden tanyard, and extending 
across the road to Philadelphia (where 
the. Perkiomen pike turns toward Den-
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gler's), t-'·o to"·n lots, three small fields 
containing about se\·enteen acres, one 
of them an orchard, lying bet\Yeen the 
great road to :.\Iaxata\\·ny and Adam 
Happ's land. another lot of nearly fi\·e 
acres in Alsace adjoining the Schuylkill. 
the other part of his tract of \\'Oodland 
in Alsace, and a tract of 14;; a<.:res in 
Schuylkill county. . . 

l.-nder the same conctitons he gives to 
his daughter Sarah Rupert his· two 
plantations in Hemlock to\\·nship, Co
lumbia county, one containing 250 
acres, the other 200 acres, and to He
becca Shearer. her daughter, a half-lot 
in Reading. The appraisement is to be 
made by six persons, t\\"O to be selected 
by each of his abO\·e named children, 
and said six appraisers are to choose 
t,Yo more to represent his son l\fichael 
fremo,·ec1 to Tennessee) "as he cannot 
be here." After having made ample 
proYision for his ·'dear wife Catharine," 
who suryived him but a few months, 
and giving his son David the further 
rig-ht to take the "Homestead" at the 
valuation, he appoints his sons Jacob 
and DaYid to be his executors. 

* * 
,Ye present belO\\' an engraving of his 

man,,inn at the corner of Fifth and 
\Yasllington st1·eeus. as it ;i.ppeared at 
'.he time of his death, and before its 
eun \·e1·sion into the "Farn1er~i Hotel" 
in 1~11. The building ,,·as erectt:d in 
1~6(1, but additional stories ha,·e bc•en 
ai:lt1ed since. 

(3) Katharine Bright, li34, was the 
fourth child of Michael Brecht the el
der. Little is kno,Yn of her history, but 
she appears to have married one Peter 
Sheetz, of Heidelberg township, and if 
the statement as to the Sheetz family in 
the History of Lebanon County is to be 
credited, she was living at the death 
of her husband in li95, and had three 
children, Francis, -Elizabeth and Peter. 
In his will, proved in 1794, her father 
bequeaths to her £30 in addition to 
"'·hat he had already given her. I have 
not been able to obtain any further 
facts respecting herself or her family. 

(6) John Bri!"ht. 1736-1817, appears to 
have remained with his parents until he 
,,·as 24 years of age, when he married 
::Ha1g-<-ir•,·l ~1:aea'er. 1;-1.i-1~11G. a daught0r 
of Alexander Shaeffer. the founder of 
Shaeffersto\Yn. In 17,~ he ,,·as o\\·tiel' of 

, .. acres d land in Bethel township, 
2on12 fit't1.>t'n 1.11· t\\·~nty n1i!ef! Iru1n hi:-: 
fo1·:llecr h,,me. He aftH'\\·ards remo,·ed 
to Jonesto11·n. then called Sturnpsto\\'n, 
in the san1e to,,·nshi}J. \\"ht>rt.? he residf~d 
till his death in lSl ,, his \\·ife ha ,·ing 
died the pre,·ious year. In his \\·ill. to 
-..- 111.··h he ~igns his na111e in English, 
"John Bright," on file at Lebanon, af
ter giYing his grand-daughter Sarah 
Stroh a numbe,· nf specific legacies, 
such as a bed. spinning- \\-h':-'el. cu,,·, llay 
in stable, and the use c;f his houses and 
iuts in J untsto,,·n for OIL~ year. togeth
e1· \\·ith the grain in the ground, and 
also gi,·lng t(1 his daughter Sarah. \Yife 
of John !'lerman his "l1r;iss pan," Ile di
rects his eX(:'('Ulor :\Iartin :\Ierly to <:on
,·e1·t his estate into cash, and di\·ide 
the proct>eds (~quall.y a111ong; a11 his chil
dren. \Yilhnut naining tht-.1111. Judging 
fron1 his \\·ilJ and surroundings the tei::-
12.. tor ar1p,,:_•ars tu ha ,.t> H('('U::1 uia t<--'d by 
st1·iet c-,·onomy a comfortable estate, 
('hiet1y in the business of farming. By 
hi~ ffife :\larg:u1·t·t h,., had ele\"en chil
ch'en, \\·hose names ,1·ill be, given here
after. 

• • 
<7) P1:ti::<r Tirec}1t. 1~3:3-1793. after stay

ing \\·'.th bi~ iL .. u11:._.1· du1·'.11g his nllnurity 
an.J learnin; ti1l..' trad.- uf 3 ~addler, 
!'01lo,1·ec1 his lJI'other :.\Iic-hael to Head
i!H!.' in l~fj1 1• \Yh~-,·t:: hP \\·urkecl at his 
trade until 177.'i. In the fall of that year 
he enters into articles of ag1·ee1nent (in 
\\•hic·h h'2 is dcsl-rlbed a3 a :--.addier) "·ith 
Jacob Kern. for a tract of land in Cum
ru, a!ong the riH·r Schuylkill. opposite 
the tuffn l;f R<:>ading, containing 95 
ac:rt·s. ''J'he consideration \Yas £515, viz. 
£ ~,6 5s. to the Proprietaries, £ 66 18s. 
ll1cl, 01,ing to Philip heC'I,, and £1,2 to 
th·' gr2.ntor. Kern harl n•) deed, but 
held possession under a warrant and 
:survey f1•<1m the Penns, "except one 
ac-re tn ac1_•0~11n1,)date the Proprietary 
ferry to tile town of Heading." After 
obtaining possession he applied for and 
obtain°d from the court a license to 
keep a tavern, ,,·hieh business he con
tinued in connection with the farming 
of his land until his death. As the deed 
of the Kern land gives a measurement 
of c.~l p~rch '1' along the Schuylkill it 
must have had a river frontage of 
nearly two-thirds of a mile (3,546 feet) 
and mcluded the bluff opposite the city, 
the ridge up the river for a considera
ble distance, and a long space below 
the ferry. 

• • • 
From the old brick house (still stand

ing) in which Peter Brecht kept tavern, 
located on the north side of the old Tu!-
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pehocken soad, at the p.:iint \\·here the 
pre£_1en.t. J:urnp;k(' U't)llU~ . ~as~ to the 
l>ridge, ~tlie \\·ay t!) the Fel I~ led d1-
rect)y · t:o.-the i,:c/luy11n:l an,l cont;nued 
up the ,-iy,'..·r bank ab.mt ~Ou yards. It 
was located just abo,·e the pees2nt 
bri«Kt', \\-here larg:l:' irun rings we1·e 
fas·cened iLltJ the roc·k at tlw Lase of 
the bluff .to suµp,,n th,, frrry n1pes 
acr~ss, tl:-,e 'rin,r. The ford was about 
fifty i-ar,b bdO\\" tl1e 1.J1·iclge, and was 
used . by. the crossm_g teams ,,-hen the 
,n1,lei;- i;p.s low. They reacl1ecl the up
posrfe., fiank, about the foot of Cherry 
street,. 'rhe ferry enjoyed a monopoly 
of ,(Jae, traYel \\·hen the riYer was not 
rea<li!Y fordable-but upi,n the erection 
of· the bridge by the county in the year 
1500, ·its ren,nues gradualiy fell off. Cp
on .. the. _c_ompletion of the Cnion canal 
fr()n\ ·,the ciusquehanna at :Middletown 
ttJ Reading the ferry was abandoned. 
v~'hile it continued the teams ferried 
ov.er the rivet' reached the to\Yn by a 
,qaq1\ay \\'hici1 many pet"sons nuw liv
ing \\ ill rec"all, along the north wing 
\\·all of the bridge. 

Dv · his· wife Catharine. Peter Brecht 
had .. cig•lu chi1dr1-='n, viz .. JJc,JIJ, <Jeurgl.:', 
C-atl1c:u·in~. J11hn. )IL_lri<-L :.--3rt1·c1h. Peter 
~n<l ;,.:i•:hat.'l. 1-ii~ '.\ i,i 1\\" survi\·c-d hin1 
n'--•ai"iy-thirty y,:-an •. 

h·~ :1~;J ~,._~ a. \·d:l \\·illt'l1 is signc-d in 
C1:.1:•1rLan "F',-t ~r J ,1•,_·t ll~:· in wl1ich he 
l,c-~lllt·h a~l hi:': chi1dl't_•n. ALtt.:r gi\·lng the 
t!1des::_ :-:un l\\t_·11L:,.: ~;,.~nbll n1ii:e,·i d,)1-
lar~, he ur._:,-r:-: tL1-:: !;ai,tnc·l~ of his es
tate ttJ bt.' t:1 1;_1,_~i'.:: ,li\·id1-d a1rlo11g the-111 
c::i1d ap11,.•int.--; hi:-: l, 1·,•~:1,.·1· .:,ii..._i1a,·! and 
l~i:-; ,.:;-::qn-in-la\\- .F\·,_-,lt"'ril·k l-I~ll2r, Esq"' 
a~ hi~ c::~~:~·ut,_n·s. 

<S) Da,·ld D1·\~·ht, 17-!c)-l~!Vi, retnained 
"Ith his 1'arc,11t~ until after the 
f=t""'..h.> uf tht: hdll1t:·~L':::"tl1l to Y(1st 

Roffman in 1~6~. He 1Yas a mil -
leT Uy trade an-1 f11 .. u,\·ed the busi-
111::.~s t'<tr St.•Yfral years in the neigh
\J.il'hood of. S~u1-,:fft::'rst, 1'.'-"n. l-!axing ob
tainet.l· fr<iin his fathe1· in 176~ the sura 
of t:::"i a::3 a!1 ady:111ct'n1"-'nt, in addition 
L•J \Yhat t-'al'h 1JL hi::; vhilclt·L'n 1·1.:-ct'h·ed on 
c1Jn1in~ ut '.l::2.·1.:•. hl.; l't:'lllc)\"td to a n1ill
~eat in th1:- ,ailey u~ tht~ Little Swatara, 
ab"\·e the B1ue :,I11untains i.n Berk3 
c1Junty, aL1.1ut tw.:,nty 1niles north of 
Shat.•ffl~i-stO\\·n. liere ht~ p,.1icl attention 
tu .Jlary Urant. n nei!~rhbf.1r·s d;iughter, 
~ntl soQn afu~1· 1narrie1l her. \Vht-n the 

tn\\·1u--hi:) ,;f Plnt:'gTnYe \YaS organized 
hy the cout·t of Berks c,rnnt.y in 17.1, 
the place at ,Yhich Drwid settled was 
inclucl~d in it. His name '"David 
Brecht," appears on the assessment roll 
of that year and is continued on each 
annual list up to and including 1783. 
The assessment list for 1784 is lost, and 
on that of 1785 and subsequent years, 
his name is no longer borne. About the 
year 1784 he removes to Greenbriar 
county, Virginia, where he appears to 

have carried on the occupation of farm
ing· on a small sc:ale, until his death in 
lSOS, leaving to survive him his widow, 
~Iary, by whom he had six children, 
,·iz., ~Iichael, Jesse, David G., George, 
~Iary and ~1argaret. 

* * • 
There is a tradition among the de

scendants of David (lHO) that he was 
cc.nducting a grist mill in Berks coun
ty at the time vVashington was en
camped at Yalley Forge, li,7-,8, and 
that he furnished a large supply of flour 
tu the American army at that place; 
that he was paid in Continental cur
rency, which by its rapid depreciation 
made him bankrupt. 

Before I ascertained that David 
Br'"cht liYed in Pinegrove township, 
Berks county, which I discovered with
in the last month, the statement was 
sent me by one of his great-grandsons 
then living in Virginia, that his grand
father David G. was born in Greenbriar 
county, Va., in 1,,5. And when another 
descendant in like degree communicat
ed the tradition of David's supplying 
\Vashington's army with flour, I ex
pressed the opinion that the tradition 
was an idle tale, as the fact was im
possible if DaYid lived in Greenbriar 
as early as 1775. But my last corre
spondent was not conyinced and as
sured me that some facts would yet 
come to light \\·hich would fully verify 
the family tradition. She ,Yas right. 
Yery reu,ntly in going over the first 
page of the assessment list of the town 
<>i Heading for 1773 I happened to- no
t ice the name '·DaYid Brecht" on the 
next precetling page, which contained 
the names of taxables for Pinegrove 
tuwnship. The fact appeared strange, 
but in following up the discovery I 
found that David Brecht was on the 
assessment Est for Pinegro,·e when the 
to1,·nship was first established in 1771, 
and continued thereon until 1783, but 
disappeared from the list in 1185. This 
olcl record sing·ulariy confirms the late 
Hatement of one of David's grandsons, 
that his g·randiather came to Green
briar county in 178-! or 1785. 

* * 
:-;;ow as Pineg-rove township was a re

mote part of Berks county, and David 
Brecht was a resident there in 1777-78, 
and a miller by trade, and especially as 
·washing-ton by direction of the Conti
nental Congress had issued a procla
mation to all the inhabitants ,vithin 70 
miles of his camp at Valley Forge to 
send their supplies of grain and flour 
to that place to feed his famished sol
diers, under penalty of being seized 
and forfeited to the state, and as it 
is current history that the country 
about Lebanon sent Ia:rge supplies to 
the camp, there is every reason to 
credit the family tradition thus singu
larly verified. 
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By bis last will filed in Greenbriar 
County, Da,·id gives his wife, Mary, a 
number of specific legacies, viz: .A horse, 
saddle and bridle, t\\·o beds-, 2 cows, the 
necessary kitchen furniture, also 12 
bushels of \\·heat and £70, to be paid by 
my s0n Jesse and possess;on of the 
cabin he lives in for life. He then gives 
his son :\iic-t,ael six acr2s of tanJ \\•itn 
house and stable, and the balance of his 
plantation to his son Jesse, \\·110 1s to 
r;ay aiso £ ,~ to his executors. .After 
gi,·ing to two of his grandchildren £:W, 
he be4ueaths the residue of his estate 
to his sons Da,·id and George, and his 
s0n-in-law, Jno. :\loon,_. 

t9) .l\Iaria Brecht, 1742.-I am unabl2 
to give any details as to the second 
daughter of the emigrant be:rond the 
fact contained in his will, that she was 
married to Ludwig \Vittemeyer, of Lan• 
caster county, 

• • • 
(10) Sarah Brecht, 1745.-Beyond the 

fact that her husband, a .l\Ir. Jones, af
ter their marriage moved to Pittsburg, 
I know nothing. 

• • • 
(11) Christina Brecht, 1747-1835, W8S 

the youngest daughter of the eldcer 
::.Iich::iel, and was married to Christo
pher Pechin, of Philadelphia. in 176:i, 
\Yhen. scarcely eighteen years of ag,,, 
Her marriage is some\Yhat romanti~. 
In the bloom of girlhood she left Heidel
berg to visit the family of her olde1· 
brother Jacob at Philadelphia. He1,; 
she met for the first time Christoph,,r 
Pechin, "·ho had lately emigrated from 
France and made his home in Philadd • 
phia. He had been for some time a 
partner of Jacob Bright in the ship
ping business. trading \\'ith the South
ern ports and the \Vest Indies. ~Iis:, 
Brecht is described as a lovely girl, not 
five feet tall, of simple manners, pleas
ing address. fresh complexion and qui~e 
attractiYe. .At all events Mr. Pechin 
fell in love with her, and after a short 
courtship they were married. She ap
pears to ha;-e lived happily with her 
husband in a spacious mansion on 
Front street, until his death in 1779, at 
the age of 42 years. They had six chil
dren, viz., Mary, Christopher, Joh,1, 
Peter. Vliliam and George. Mr. Pechin 
was an invalid for some years before 
his death, but took an active and pat
riotic interest in the war with Great 
Britain, and is said to have equipped at 
his o,vn expense the company which his 
brothrer in-law Jacob Bright had raised 
in the fall of 1776. During the occupa
tion of Philadelphia by General Howe 
after the battle of Brandywine in 1777, 
they "·ere forced to give up their resi
dence, which was used to quarter Brit
ish troops while they held the city. Af
ter the retreat of the British army 
through Jersey in June. 1778, they found 
their hou,;e greatly abused by the reck
less conduct of the soldiery, Here she 

brnnght up her family of six in respect
ability and comfort, and after they had 
left the old homestead she continued to 
occupy it till her death at the ad,·anced 
age of SS years. 

• * • 
I-fa.Ying- been e:ulv entrusted with the 

ca:·e of her husband·s estatf:'. she is sai·i 
to hD.\'e manag·ed it \Yith skill and judg
ment. She \\'as an independent little 
\\'o;i,an with g-1·eat self-reliance, but she 
appears to have had little confidence in 
the bankin;,; institutions of the city as 
it is reported that after her death lar~a 
sun1s of n1ont>y "·er found secreted in 
difft>rent pai·ts of the hom;e by her legal 
rep1 esentatiYes. Dul'ing- the later yeart_:. 
of her life she lh·ed alnne with a sin_gle 
truFted Rervant as her con1pani1Jn, and 
a1thuugh Yisitt·d fi'?quently by her chil
dren and grn.n<lchilr.lren. ;she decli'led all 
assistance proffered 1Jy them. 

• * • 
For the puqJc,s2 0f rea(ly reference 

"\Ye p~-esent in c·0n1-~~·ns ... •d furn1 the per• 
sons bel;:n,:::ing V) t!;t.:' 

SECO:\'D GEXEnATIOX. 
(2) Jacob. 1728 1S0~. m. Susanna Itit

tc~nh;_,U:Se, 1-;-::.tj l~(1S. 
, >:J <1P1-,;·;!·e. 1:·:..,1-1-;-t,:1, 111. 
<41 :\Uc:i1ael. 17~:..:-1-~1,!, 111. fu·st Sarah 

St11n12r. 1 ~:j4, l -;--;- -±; ~ecund, Ca thal'in'~ 
B(,w(~r. 1-;-:~~-181-L 

< ~1) 1..:_n tharin,~, 173--!, n1. Peter Sheetz, 
1731-1 ~~:;. 

(t)J Juhn. 1-;-2') 1Sl7, 111. ).!argarl;.''C 
Shaeffer, 17-!-! l\1G. 

t 7) P·" te:.-, 1';''.J) 178:J, 111. Ca thal'ine --, 
1 ,6~-1~:!::. 

(~) D::iYid. 17-!r)-1S(1S, m. ::.rary Grant. 
([•) ::.Iaria, 17!~. m. Lud\dg \Yitten

meyer. 
\llJ) Sarah, 1743. m. -- Jones. 
(ll) Christina. 17-i, -1S35, m. Christo

pher Pechin. 173, 1779. 
• • • 

The immediate descendants of the 
above -named kn children of the erni -
grant, constituting the 

THIRD GEXER.ATIOX, 
so far a:s ,ve haYe secured their names. 
are as full(nYs: 

Of <~) J.-'.COB BRIGHT, who had 
sen·n children, viz.: 

(1~) ::.Iichael, b. 175~. died in infancy. 
03) Geor!(e, 1,53 17SG, m. ~Iary .l\Ioul

ton. 
tl!) William, 1756-1810, m. Mary Rob

erts. 
(13) ::.Iary, 1,60 1810, m. Captain Ed

ward Burro\YS. 
<16) ~Iiehael. 1762-1812, m. Elizabeth 

Long, 1766 -1810. 
He was known as General Michael 

Brig-ht, but in \\'hat serYice he obtained 
his rnilita1-y title I am not informed. Ha 
was also at one tinie Flour Inspector 
of tr..c' commonwealth, probably under 
tlw appointment of Governor Mifflin. 

(1-) Jacob, 1764 -1808, unmarried. 
IH;) Susan, 1,66-1784, unmarried. 
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-·•,Of (3) GEORGE BRIGHT, who had _a 
w•ifei~nd' childr1;n, a1;1 appears by his 
fathet"•s will, but their names are not 
k~rt.· 

* ,--;;··} .. ·'c 

0f•(4)<MICHAEL BRIGHT, wh<;> had 
chHdren-"as follows, by his first wife: 
,._. 1111,),.}acob, 1754-1815, m. Eve Rose, 
l'i1i6-l.826. 
,-Jaeab-Bright was a brewer by occu

I)altion .and conducted a large brewery 
on:!the east side of Fourth street, below 
Fran.ldin, in the town of Reading. 

He -had purchased of John Spohn as 
earlY, · ·as October, 1775. the extensive 
bre,Yery which Spohn had previously 
ei;trried. on, for the c0nside1·ation of 
£600. The property had 120 feet front 
lots, 272 and 273 South Queen street 
cnow Fourth street), on which, besides 
the brm,·ery buildings, was erected a 
stone dwelling, still standing. Bright 
\Yas- engaged in the bre\ving business 
untii his death in 1515. during whicil 
pb·iod it was a place of great resort for 
U1e townsp,uple, \\'ho "·ere largely Ger
man emig-rants 01· of German descent. 
He appeared to ha,·e been a person ,,f 
g1·2at energ·y and acti,•ity and was for 
many years the chief clerk in the coun
ty L·u1n1ni~s.i,)ncl''s uHli.:e. He died pre~ 
maturely in his 61st year. The bre,very 
,yas c:aniHl on by his wido"· for some 
years after his death. He left nine chi! -
d1ta•U 1'.> ~ur,·i\·e hin1. Yiz .. Daniel R., 
CatI-wrine, Jus,-ph, Susanna, Jacob, 
:i.rai·y, :i.largaret, Sarah and El_izabec'.1. 

~' * * 
B:-- his will he g·a,·e his wife the use 

of his bre\\'ery and d"·el!ing for life, to
gt-tter "·ith the interest of £800. To 
his nephew and niece, Amos B, Yeager 
anrl Catharine Yeager. who lived with 
him after the death of their parents, 
Pach the sum of £350, and the balance 
oi' his estate equaliy among- "his heirs." 
His sons in law, Daniel Rose and John 
Hoff, were app,1inted his executurs. 

(~0) :\Iichael, Jr., 1,58-1843, 111. Louisa 

:\Iicirnel Bright, Jr .. was· a tanner by 
trade and follo\\'ed the business for a. 
numb<"r of vears. His father had pur
chased of James Boone. in 1775 the ol<i 
Boone or Sp;·ing Garden Tannery, in-• 
C'luding fh·e acres of_ land. It was situ-
ate on the road leading to Philadelphia, 
at the point where q1e Perkiomen pike 
turns to Dengler'-s, the part on the nike 
being owned by the late John Endlich, 
It was expected · by his father 
t1,at :\fichael. Jr .. \'l'nuld bv successfully 
conducting the tannery be enabled to 
pay for it in the course of time. In this 
:\I'rhael, Sen .. ,,·as dt~apnolnted. "'nd it 
was then conveyed ,by deed of March 
18, 1,99, to his son David. In 1800 Mich
ael, the tanner, removes with his fa1u
ilY to Green county, in East Tennessee, 
and his name no longer appears on the 
asi,essment list for Reading. By his 
wife Louisa he had seven children, viz., 

Michael, Charles, David, Catharine, 
}{ache!, Elizabeth and Mary. Many of 
his descendants still live in that state. 

• .. 
(21) Sarah Bright, 1768-1848, m. Leon

ard Rupert, 1,63-1848. At the time they 
were married Mr. Rupert was living ln 
l{eading and had been connected with 
the United States Navy. Some time 
after their· marriage it was arrang,!d 
that they should move to Columbia 
county, on the east branch of the Sus
quehanna, where in Hemlock township 
the father of Sarah owned two planta
tions, one containing 250 acres, the oth
er 2u0 acres. Here they remained, en
gaged in the business of farming, and 
reared_ a family of twelve children. 
(4) Michael, Sen., took a great interest 
in their welfare and paid them frequent 
visits. In his will he devises to his 
da.ughter Sarah the two tracts of land 
in Columbia county, where they have a 
host of descendants. 

They had twelve children, to wit: 
Catharine, Peter, Leonard B., Rebecca, 
Bright, Mary, Sarah, Elizabeth, Rhoda, 
LaYina, Harriet and Charles. Mr. Ru
pe,·t was appointed one of the associate 
judg;,s of Columbia county, and served 
the otfice with great credit. 

(22) David, 17.1-1846, m. Catharine 
Hottenstein, 1771--1852, a daughter of 
\Villiam Hottenstein, of Cumru town
ship. 

David Bright "·as thEc third son· of 
(4) :\Iichael Bright, Sen., and was en-, 

gaged in farming several tracts of land 
in the neighborhood of Reading, and as
sisting his father, who follo"·ed the 
same occupation. He must have been 
quite successful. as in 1799 he purchases 
the Boone Tannery property from his 
father for £650, and acquired several 
other tracts of land about the year 1806. 
In 1810 he buys for £100 cash and £300 
payable after the death of his father, 
the northern portion of lot 391 on which 
he built a three -story dwelling house 
to accommodate his increasing family. 

* 
Dav:d Bright was a good representa

tive of the Bright family. Small in 
stature, as were all his children, of 
economical habits, great industry, and 
of sterling integrity, he enjoyed the con
fidence and respect of the community 
in a marked degree. He was elected one 
of the county commissioners in 1820, 
and at the expiration of his term of 
office (1823) was appointed treasurer of 
the county, which office he filled con
tinuously till 1835, when he was suc
ceeded by Peter Nagle. Under the will 
of his father he had accepted the old 
homestead at the corner of Fifth and 
"rashlngton, built in li60. In 1817 It 
was converted into a public house and 
called the Farmers' Hotel. Jacob Kline 
was the first landlord. He was sue-



ceeded t'\\·o years later by Jacob Boyer, 
who was follov.·ed in 1821 by Daniel 
Kerper, formerly sheriff of the county, 
and re-elected in 1824. T::pon his re
election, Abraham Levan and his son
in-law, John Smull, su~ceeded. They 
were followed by Samuel Beard, ,Yho 
kept it for many years. It became a 
popular place of entertainn1ent and ,\'as 
familiarly kno,\'n as "Beard's Hotel." 
His son Herman Beard succeeded and 
for a long time continued as its land
lord. 

* * 
In addition to farming the several 

tracts of land which he owned in and 
near the town, he successfully conduc~ • 
ed a general store next to the hotel, 
and '\\·hen his son Aaron came of age 
in 1829 he associated him as a partner 
in the business. In 1833 he gave up his 
interest in the store, ,Yhich was then 
conducted by his son Aaron, and his 
son-in-law John Green, as partners. 
After ;',fr. Green's retirement in 1837, 
Francis Bright, the youngest son of 
David, took his place as a partner, and 
under the new firn1 the business "·as 
carried on for a number of years. 

By his wife Catharine, David Bright 
had ten children, viz: 

Sarah H., 1,93-1S8~, m. V.'illiam Yer-
ger. 

;'.Iichael, 1795; left home in 1821. 
Abigail, 1797 -1875, m. George Fisler. 
V.'illiam, 1798-1S9ci, m. Sarah Lorah. 
Catharine H., lSOO-lSSO, m. John 

Green. 
Peter, 1S01-1SS2, m. ;'.Iary EYans. 
John. 1S64-1884. m. Catharine Naher. 
David, 1S05-U,36. d. at Zanesvi!le. 0. 
Aaron 1803-1837, 111. Maria S. Miller; 

n1. ~econd 1 Rosanna s,,:oyer. 
Francis. 181~-189-1, unmarried. 
After the maniage of his youngest 

daughter Catharine. in :\1arch, 1S~S. he 
required family help. He accordingly 
offered his •·ldest daughter, Catharine 
H. Yerger. tht?-1"! a ,Yid<)\\·, a hon1e f,)r 
herse,lf and famil,-, '"hsch she ,yjlJingly 
accepted. T~1e ,·:nrk ,Yas ccnsiderabL:,, 
as he ,Yas s~ill enf'aged in far:ning and 
kept a number ,,, co•.Ys besides his 
farming stock. His table, though 
frugal, ,nm always generously supplied, 
and farnilv yisiturs and friends ,Yere 
always welcome. Though brought up 
in the Reformed faith he did not belieYe 
in the receiYed dogmas of the orthodox 
churches. but decidedly inclined to the 
more liberal doctrines which recognized 
the fatherhood of God and the brother
hood of the race. As one of his daugh
ters long ago remarked: If a UniYer
salist church had existed during the 
period of his active life he would have .. 
given it his Willing support. 

By his will on file in the Register's 
office, and which was modeled largely 
after that of his father (4) Michael 
Bright., Sr., he directs that 

each of his children shall ap
point t\YO appraisers to Yalue his 
large landed estate and then giYes 
the choice of electing to his se\·eral 
children to take at the Yaluation, but 
not in the order of ag·e. His daughters 
are ponpunecl to the sons, and fare Yery 
unequally in the division. The share 
c,f his s,Jn 11ichael. ,Yho went from home 
in 1821 and was not thereafter heard 
from, he dit·ects to be held in trust for 
ten years after his death. In the eyent 
of not returning, it was to be equally 
dh•ided among his remaining children. 

(23) PHer, 1,,4-1797. Died of feyer 
at Port Au Prince in the ·west Indies. 

(24) John, 17,6-l'in. He J.ied early in 
life. His tombstnne is to be found on 
the Geo. ~mith lot in the Charles Evans 
Cemetery. 

Of <6) JOHX BRIGHT. 
(25) Henry, 1760. 
(26) ).lichael, 176~. m. Barbara "'·aters 

17Sl-1S33. by \Yhom he had fifteen chil
dren, Yiz: John, Jacob, Catharine, :\Iar
garet, Henry, Sarah, Elizabeth, Bar
bara, George, David, Samuel, William, 
Ann :\Ian·. Peter and Adam. He was 
married a se<:>on<l time. to :\Iarg-are,t 
Glass, \Yhn ditc·,l in 1S3•1. lint left no issue. 

(~7\ John. 1,64. 
(2S) Catharine. 1767. 
<2'.I) Sarah, 1770; m. in 1792, John Her-

n1an. 
(:~o, Susan. 177:!. 
t31) .Jacob. 1174. 
C~:!l Ge'lr2.e. 1176-1 \~:1. 111. Elizabeth 

Sto1·,·r. 17S0-1'6s. Th~y had eight chil
<lrr•n. Yi::: DaYid, ).l~1·g·arc,t. Ctltharine. 
.J1,hn. Georg'!1 ~Iichuel, Sophia and 
Samuel. 

<3:11 ,,:--·nnam. 177~: ('.14) DaYiG. 17~2; 
(35) :\1argeset. l,~6. 
Of /7) PETER BRIGHT. 
< ::;6) Jacob, 17f.i:=!. 
(37) Geo1g'·. 176'i. m. moYecl to Sun

bury, Pa. He had five children. viz: 
Jac·l_1b, Peter, John, G..?nrg·e and Catha
rine. 

C8) Catharine. 176S 1S~l. m. Frederick 
Erell 1:~1·, E~q .. 17t~:1-1~;:r:-. T'.l('Y had t;:'!':'\"Qll 

children. as fol1off:-::: \\.,..il1iarn Pt:t0l'. 
John 1st, Catharint>. Capt. Johu 2d. Ja-
cob, Georgi:>, ~!aria. Lud,Yig 1st, Lud
,\'ig 2d a'1cl Frederick -~-

CJ9) J:lhn 14. rn. P10\·:?.J to ·cnion C•)., 
Pa. Had t,Yo children, Yiz: Catharin'\, 
and ::.raria_ 

<40) 1Iaria 17, m.Daniel Lebo, and har' 
P1+:>Yen children. aR fo1lo,~·s: l\Iargaret, 
Elizabeth, Catharine, Jacob, Sarah, 
Daniel, Maria, Tabitha, Amelia, Wil
liam and Julia A. 

(41) Sarah. 1781-1S51, m. William 
Stahle, 177n-1849. Had three children, 
viz: Sarah, Margaret and Sophia. 

(42) Peter, 1780, m. Had one child, 
Jacob. 

(43) l\IiC'hael. 1788-1861, m. Barbara 
Miller, 1783-1870. They had ten children, 
as follows: George, Reuben, Sarah, 
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Le\·i Peter Eliza, Francis, William, 
:.\laria and :\filler. :.\fichael Bright was 
unf,Jrtunate in business and made an 
asslgnment for the benefit of creditors. 
During the latter portion of his life he 
anJ n1s ,YiI'e kept a noted 1~esort on the 
south side uf Penn street, below Third, 
\\·here meat and cakes were dispensed 
to the public. :.\Iany of the elderly resi
dents of }leading will recall with pleas
ure their visit to the little white cabin 
\\·hich requireu an accent of eight or 
ten ·steps to reach from Penn street. 

tH) lJavid, 1791-1842. 
Of t_S) DAVID BRIGHT. 
{15) :.\Iichael, 1,,1, m. Had two sons, 

\·iz: James and Abraham. Removed 
to Botetourt county, Va., and from 
thence in 1812 to Kentucky. 

i__-±Q) Je~se, 1·, ,3-l~il6, n1. Had a son 
Jesse, who is still living in Lewisburg, 
Greenbriar county, vV. Va. 

\.'t.,) LJayia L:r. 1.1 ia-1-8...,1, m. Rachael 
Graham, 1,80-1835. They had nine chil
dren, viz: ~Iichael G., Rachael Antoin
ette Je~se, J amc,s JJ, George ~l, Mary 
Ann, Sarah, David G. Jr., a11d Marga, 
rel. L,a ntt G. Brig·nt moveu to Bote
tourt county, Va. He was married ro 
.\liss G-raham, of Finr;astto, Va., in 1;;00. 
The same year he removed to Platts
lJ,1rg, .,. Y., IJy th;, a,1,·ice of D.; \Vitt 
Clintun. In 1812 he changed his resi-
1_l'--·nce to .:"\ur\dch, Chenango C9., N. Y. 
fn l~~O he left '.:\orwich and moved to 
.:-Iadison, Incl., below Cincinnati, where 
r,e d lell in 1S;:il. 

(-l~ l Gt_•org2, 17S'.2-1S73, m. 1st ~Iary },,L 
Xeal, 178,-182,. George Bright w::i,s 
bv1 n in Pinegrove townsi1ip, then Berks 
cc,unty, since embraced in Schuylkill 
Co. He rem<ffed with his father to 
Gr~enbriar, Ya., in 1i8ii. He had by his 
fil"st wife elen,n children, as follows: 
Tl:omas Jefferson, Sarah, Da,·id, George 
~Iary D., ~Iary A., John_ ~L, ~1argaret, 
.:-Iichael H., AbraharnR., and Samuel G. 
He marriecl second Ann Conell, by 
whom be had three children, viz: 
Frances, Ann, :.\fary J., and Elizabeth. 

(49) Elizabeth, 1,8-, m. Moore, of 
Fincastle, Va., moved to Colorado 
Spnngs. Col. Had one child Anna. 

(50) :.VIargaret, 1780, m. :.\Ir .. Graham. 
Of (11) .CHRISTI~A PECHIN. 
(51) ~Iary, 1.766-1844, m. Henry Ingle, 

1764-1822, of Phila. They had seven 
children, as follows: John, William, 
Joseph, Ann, Edward, 'Mary and Chris
tina. 

(52) Christopher, 1,763 d. Young; (53) 
John, 1768; (54) Peter, 1771-1784. 

(55) William, 1774, and · {56) George 
1778. The children of. the above 45 
grand-children of (1) Michael Brecht, 
the elder, constitute the 

FOURTH GENERATION 
and are as follows: 

Of (15) M,ARY BUNOWS. 
(57) Jacob, m .. Elizabeth Ross. Had 2 

children, Edward and Emma. 
(58) Mary. 
(6~) ~Ia1garet. 
Of (16) :.\IICHAEL BRIGHT. 
t60) Susan, 1.B0-1846, m. John Angue, 

17~~. of France. Had six children, viz: 
~llagdalena, Irwin, Albert D., Michael, 
James P., and Cl1arJotte. 

tbl) E:lizabeth, 17, m. Richard Ver
million, of Va. Had· six children, viz: 
Henrietta, Irwin, Matilda, Elizabeth, 
Annsilla and Charlotte. 

(62) Michael, li92-1871, m. 1st Annie 
Stewart, 1,·9,-1837, of Germantown, by 
whom he had two children, Elizabeth 
ancl :.\Iichael, m. 2d Elizabeth Stewart, 
of Philadelphia, by whom he had six 
ch.,,dren, viz: John, Mary, Lewis G., 
Emma, George W., and John H. 

(63) Jacob, m. Hebecca, of Washing
ton, D. C. Had four children, viz: Ed
ward, George, Jacob and Thomas. 

(64) George, 1796-1824, m. Harriet 
Fanks, of Reading, Pa. He had re
moved to that place from Phila. Had a 
son, Lafayette. 

Of (19) JACOB BRIGHT. 
(65) Daniel R., 1780-1823, m.(1804), 

Hannah Yeger, 1,87-1880. Daniel R. 
Bright kept the hotel at the foot of 
Penn street in Heading up to 1815, when 
he sold it to Boyer and Green, and 
moved to Milton, Pa., where he died. 
He left nine children, viz: Edward Y., 
Henry, Yeager F., \Villiam, Angeline, 
Daniel R., Amanda and Hiram. His 
widow married Samuel Nicely, of Car
lisle in 1827, and by him had a daughter, 
Catharine, m. to Joseph P. Tustin, of 
Bloomsburg, who died in 1892. 

(66) Catharine, 1,81-18, m. 1196, John 
Hoff, 1, -1818. They had six children, 
as follows: Jacob B., John, William, 
Margaret, EYa and Catharine. 

(67) Jos. 1763-18, m. Mary Weil, 178-. 
Joseph Bright was by trade a cooper, 
and by his wife had ten children, viz: 
Anna M., Frances, Weil, Augustus, Joel, 
Catharine, Mary, George and Susan. 

(68) Susanna, 1785-1810, m. Daniel 
Yeager, (of Frederick), 1,82-1821. They 
had two children, viz: Amos B., and 
Catharine. 

(69) Jacob, 1,90-1863, m. Sarah A., 
1794-1867. Jacob Bright was a tailor by 
trade and after his marriage removed 
to Pottsville. He had seven children, as 
follows, Harriet, Margaret, Michael, 
William W., David, Mary Ann, and 
Lewis A. He was familiarly known as 
"Naase Brecht." 

(70) Mary, 1791-1807, m. Dr. Jacob 
Marshall, 1788-1871. Mr. Marshall was a 
leading physician in Reading and held 
the important office of clerk of the Or
phans' Court of Berks county from 1832 
to 1835 by appointment of Governor 
Wolf. They had ten children, as fol
lo,vs: David, Dr. Jacob G., Elizabeth, 
Mary 1st, Sarah, Dr. Philip, Mary 2d, 
Isabella. Louisa and Amanda. 
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(71) Sarah, 1749, m. George Bech
tel, 1793-1867. Mr. Bechtel was by trade 
a tanner and for some years carried on 
the tannery at Friedensburg. He af
terwards worked at the Spring Garden 
tannery of William Yerger. After Yer
ger was sold out by the sheriff he work
ed for Henry Connard, who conducted 
the tannery at the corner of Bingaman 
street and Perkiomen a,·enue. They 
had eight children, viz.: Katharine, 
Christian, Eve, Angeline, George, Sa-• 
rah, Jacob and Henry B. Bechtel. 

(72) Margaret, 1800-1885, m. George 
Smith, 1802-18i8. Mr. Smith was a mil
ler by trade and for many years con· 
ducted what ,vas Jong known as Reese'!! 
Mill at the first Jocks of the canal above 
Penn street in the city of Reading. He 
was appointed Register of ·wrns by 
Governor Wolf, and held the office from 
1830 to 1835. They had seven children, 
as foJlows: Angeline, Mary, Jacob B .. 
Edmond L., George, Jr., Charles and 
Katharine. 

(73) Elizabeth, 18-18-, m. 1st James 
Penny, of Milton, by whom she had a 
daughter, Clarina, m. 2d John Markle 
of (Chrietian). They had three child
ren, viz: Mary Th-1., Emma J. and 
George B. Markle. 

Of (20) MICHAEL BRIGHT, JR. 
(74) Michael (,4½) Charles (75) David. 
(,6) Catharine, 1,83-1855, m. Jacob 

Stiegel, 1,85-1869. They had eleYen chil
dren, as follo\Ys: Phoebe, Rachael, 
Louisa, Elizabeth, William, John, Jacob 
Michael, David, Charles and Sarah 
Steigel. 

(77) Rachael, (78)_ Elizabeth, (79) 
Mary. · 

Of (21) SARAH RUPERT. 
(80) Catharine, 1,S6-188,. m. Joseph 

Paxton, of Catawisea. They had eight 
children, viz: Bright, Charles, Mary, 
Joseph, Harriet, Sarah, Frank and 
Lloyd. 

(81) Peter, 1788-1848, m. Catharine 
Diehl. He was a cabinet-maker at 
Rupert. 

(82) Rebecca, 1790, m. James Shearer. 
Had three children. 

(83) Bright, 1793-1815, (84) Mary R., 
(85) Sarah R. 

(86) Elizabeth R., 1799-1881, m. Tho:;. 
Lloyd. Had two children, viz: Cath
arine and Mary, 

(87) Rhoda R., 1801, d. unmd; (88) La
vina R., 1803, d. unmd. 

(89) Harriet R., d. unmd; (90) 
Charles. 

(91) Leonard B., 1810-1889, m. Elvina 
Barton, Bloomsburg. They had eight 
children, viz: Clara R., Sarah, Mary 
E., Mary B., Charles B. Jacqueline, Ata 
and LP.onard B. Rupert. 

Of (22) DAVID BRIGHT. 
(t>2) Sarah H., 1793-1882, m. William 

Yerger, 1795-1826. Mr. Yerger was a 
tanner by trade and bought the Spring 
Garden tannery property from David 

Bright, his father-in-Jaw. The venture 
,vas nut successful and he was event
ually _sold out by the Sheriff. After his 
death his widow and family \Yent to 
live "·ith her father, Da,·id Brig·ht, on 
~orth 5th street, for ,Yhom they kept 
house until his death in 1846. Mr. Yer
ger h::id six children, viz: Henry D. 
Bright, Annetta, \Yilliam B., Evaline 
and Catharine. 

(~3) ~Iichael, 1795. He left home in 
1821 and was never after heard from. 
His father by his will, provided that 
Michael's share of his estate should be 
rttained ten years after testato1·s. 
In the event of his not returning tt1e 
share \\'as to be divided among his 
brothers and sisters. 

(~4) Abigail, L~i-1875, 111. George Fis
ler, l.80-l~ol. :\fr. Fieler kept store in 
Reading for a number of years. He 
then removed to L'oatesviile, Chester 
Co., \\·here he died. They had six 
children, viz: Catharine Jane, George 
B., Hester, Jacob G. ·and Louisa. 

(9◊) William, 179S-1895. m. Susan 
Lorah, 1~09-1882. Mr. Bright w·as en
gs.ged in the lumber busine,;s, but failed 
in 1835, and went to Uhio \Yith his fa111-
iiY, ,vhere he rented a farm. In his \\"ill 
his father, Da ,·id Bright, directed his 
exee:uto1 s tu purc:haae a farm for ,Yil
lia1n in 0:1.iu, th~=.- ;n·J·e 111,t' to exL·eed 
the a~11vu11t c-un1111g· c0 lliin 1JUt. of tc.Sla
tor·s estate, and to have tlie deed made 
to thert1se,\'es in truf:t fur \Yi1lia1n fur 
life and after his death to r is cnildren. 
A farm was purchased accordingly at 
Westerville, ten miles north\\·est of 
L'ommbu:,, Oh10, which \Yilliam occu
pied during his life, and w!1ere some 
of his children stili reside. He had 
seven chiidren by his "·ife Susan, ,·iz: 
LouiEa, G.eorge L., Susan, Lydia C., 
,Vil!iam J., Rufus and Francis. He 
lived to the extreme age of 97 years. 

(96) Catharine Huber, 1800-1880, m. 
John Green, 1800-1~75. Mr. Green was 
born in Orwigsburg then in Berks 
county, moved to Reading with his 
father's family in 1816. Later he enter
ed a wholesale house in Philadelphia, 
but returned to Reading in 1826, where 
he opened a grocery store with Daniel 
Hain as a partner, on the south side of 
Penn street just below Fourth. In 1833 
the partnership with Hain was dis
solved and he became a partner with his 
brother-in-law, Aaron Bright, on North 
5th street. In 1837 he opened a new gro
cery and provision store on Penn square 
just above the place now occupied bY 
the Second National bank. In 1839 he 
bought the Fricker property at the 
southwest corner of Sixth and Penn 
streets, now owned by Jesse G. Hawley, 
where he erected , west of the hotel, a 
three-story building, to which he re
moved his store, which he conducted 
until about 1870, when he retired from 
business. He held the office of Recorder 



of Deeds of Berks county by the ap
pointment of Gov. Ritn;,r in 1839, and 
was aftenvards elected Register of 
\Yills ,,·hich he held from 1842 to 1845. 

The;· had eight chiidren, viz: Albert 
G., Erastus R., Da\id B., Emil:)' E., Na
thaniel, Georg·e \\ ., F'rancis l\.L and 
Annie B. Green. 

(!J;) Peter. 1801-1382, m, Mary Evans, 
1so; -1~94. Pete,· was engaged in team
ing in early life. He afterwards re
mrffed to Culumbia county on his fath
er's farm near Danville. This farm 
v.as after"·ards devised to him by his 
father's will. He subsequently removed 
to Dan,·ille, where some of his children 
still reside. He had seven children, viz: 
Rebecca, Hiram, Dennis, Abigail, Pan
ina. :\lary and Philip. 

(9S) John, 1804-1884, m. Catharine 
Naher. In 1860 he was divorced from 
his wife and thereafter remained un
married. They had no issue. John 
Bright "·as for many years a teamster 
to Pittsburg. He was very familiar 
with the Etopping points along the 
route, and often entertained his friends 
\\·;th incidents of his trips. He was a 
•tui,t. inoffensi,·e citizen, and was well 
tt-.,.ug-ht of by his neighbors and ac
,;u,tintanr:es. In p,,litics the Brights 
"·,·re etauneh \Yhig·s to a man. and af
tt-<'-\\ ards Hepublieans c·ften to a 
bi~·uted d,_gt e·,•. John lJright was the 
d(!':y 1--xi:.·L•pt~on. He> ,,·as an intense 
D,·,11m-rat and al \\'ays out-spoken for 
his party. 

t:·,,n David. lS0o-Js:;6. He mu-,ed to 
Zanes1·illie. Ohi11, \\·here he died uf fe,·er. 

< 11;0) ~.\ar.rn. 1:-\0:1-1.,:17. 1n. l~t :\!aria S. 
:\lilier (of F1·e·,lerlC'k) ,1Slv-1S6v. By hel' 
Jw hail thirtPen children, viz: F1'fder
ir-k. llenjarnin F .. Da,·id, Aaron, Jr., 
:\Iary .Jane, \\'infield, Harrison, \Villiam 
P., Ella B .. :\[ichael, Fram i., and John. 
He m. 2d Roxanna Swoyer, 1S-1897. By 
his >-E'coi1d \'.ife he had two children, 
YiZ: Sarah E. anrl Edwin E. Bright. 
:.\Ir. Bright in early lifca kept store in 
pnnn,0 ,·ship with his fath.•r, Da,·id, on 
t'a!!owhill street. He formed a partner
~hip in 1Si3 \Yith his brnther-in-law, 
John Green. They continued to keep 
store at the same place until 18:l,, when 
:\[r. · Green was succeeded by Francis 
Bright. The two brothers continued 
the hm,iness un to the death of their 
father, Da,·id l~right, when it was dis
s,>lYed, Ha,·ing, through the will of his 
father acquireJ several tracts of land 
nn the east sid~ of the turnpike to 
Pottsville and within the city limits, he 
was engaged in farming on a small 
scale, but after the ·war of the Rebellion 
he made very advantageous sales of the 
land and was persuaded to buy a large 
tract of farm land in the Shenandoah 
valley, Va., to which he removed with his 
family. The purchase subjected him to 
continuous farm work, and he always 
regretted Its acquisition. Many of his 

children live in Reading and vicinity, 
,\·hiie a number reside in Virginia, 
where he died a few years ago, followed 
soon after by his wife Roxanna. 

\101) Francis, 1812-1891, Was never 
married and always lived at home until 
the death of his mother in 1852. He 
,1-as the favorite of his family, and was 
made one of the executors of his fath
er's \\'ill and was given the first choice 
of taking real estate, which by the wiil 
\\·as directed to be appraised. He 
elected to take the Farmer's hotel prop
erty at the valuation. Mr. Bright was 
of very sa,·ing habits, and as his per
sonal needs were small and his inheri
tance ,·ery considerable, he managed 
to accumulate a large estate. Ignoring 
the reasonable claims of his relatives, 
he conceived the delusive idea of giv
ing all his property to two "adopted 
children," and made his will according
ly. His remains rest in the Charles 
Evans cemetery, 

Of U6) i\IICHAEL BRIGHT. 
(102) John, 1782.-1789; (103), Jacob, 1782; 

(10{) Catharine, 1784; (105) :\-Iargaret, 
17S7; (106) Henry, 1789; (107) Sarah, 
1;91, 

(108) Elizabeth, 1793; (109) Barbara, 
1793; (110) George, 1795. 

(111) David, 1797. 
(112) Samuel, 1799, m. Samuel had 

fiye children, viz: :\fichael, Lavina, 
Amanda, \Villiam and Sarah. 

( 113) '\\-illiam, 1801; (114) Ann Mary 
180J. 

<115) Peter, 1S05, m. Peter had four 
children, viz.: Rachael, Elizabeth, 
:\iary and a son, who was Captain in 
Lnion Army. 

(116) Allam, 1806-1876. 
Of (32) GEORGE BRIGHT. 
(117) David, 1801-182,, unmarried; 

(118), Margaret, 1804-1877. 
(119) Catharine, 1806-1889, m. Samuel 

Shaeffer; (120) John, 1S09-1888. 
(121) George, 1811-1898, m. Had chil

dren, viz: Rev. John A., who lives at 
Topeka, Kan. 

(122) ::\Iichael; (123) Sophia. 
(124) Samuel, 1819-18~8, m. Eve Mar

garet '\Veaver, 1822. They had six chil
dren, viz: Mary E., Sarah A., Barbara 
J., Prof. James W., Dr. John W. and 
::\Iargaret. The widow of Samuel after
wards married Levi Conser. 

Of (37) GEORGE BRIGHT. 
(125) Jacob; (126) Peter; (127) John; 

(128) George; (129) Catharine. 
Of (38) CATHARINE HELLER. 
(130) William, 1787; (131) Peter, 1788; 

(132) John 1st, 1790-1791; (133) Catha
rine,. 1793 • 1814. 

(134) John, 2d, 1795-1868, m. Mary J, 
James, 1792-1876. He was commission
ed as Captain of militia and command
ed a company in the War of 1812: (135) 
Jacob, 1797-1849. 

(136) George, 1800-1886, m. 1st Catha
rine Smith (of Peter). Mr. Heller kept 



a jewelry store for many years latterly 
on the \Yest side of North Fifth, be. 
tween Penn and Court streets in the 
city of Reading. He- was an expert 
watchmaker and was somewhat boas~
ful of the excellence of his fishing rods. 
By his first wife he had three children, 
viz.: Frederick P., Joseph F. and Jam"s 
Augustus. He m. second Caroline Kern. 
1818-1872, by whom he had six children, 
viz.: Mary C., Francis K., Charles H., 
Philip K., Emily C. and Rose C. 

(137) Maria, 1802-1875, m. George Phil
lippi. 

(138) Ludwig 1st, 1805-1805: (139) Lud-
wig 2d. 1806 1892, moved to Easton, Pa. 

(140) Frederick A., 1812- 1870. 
Of (39) JOHN BRIGHT. 
(141J Catharine; (142) Maria. 
Of (!O) MARIA LEBO. 
(143) )fargaret. 18, m. Peter Kerns; 

(144) Elizabeth; 045) Catharine, 
(146) Jacob; 047) Sarah. 
(148) Daniel, 18, m. Miss Reese, uf 

Philadelphia. 
/149) Maria, m. Otto Witman; (149%) 

Tabitha. 
(150) Amelia, 18, m. Anthony Frkl<er. 

By her he had four children, viz; ·wil
iiam, Sarah, Elllen and Clara. 

(151) William, 18, m. Moser of Tama-
qua. 

(152) Julia A .. 18--1897. 
Of (41) SARAH STAHLE. 
(153) Sarah; (154) :.\Iargaret; (155) 

Sophia. 
Of (42) PETER BRIGHT. 
(156) Jae0b. 
Of (-13) MICHAEL BRIGHT. 
057) George. 1,10. m. Rosina Lerch 

mon·d to Pntts,·ille. For many years 
he conduct2d an extensive hardware 
sto1·e at Potts,·ille .He had five child
ren, viz: Joseph C .. Emily E., Anna 
l\I., George L. and "\Yilliam H. Bright. 

(15S) Reuben, 1812-1846. Dro11·ned 
from a vessel. 

(1.59J Sarah A., 1814, m. James All
gaier. 

(160) LeYi, 1816-1846. Captured in 
Mexico; (161) Peter, 1818. 

(162) Ann Eliza, 1819, m. Reuben 
Goodhart, 18. They had four children, 
viz: Frederick, Reuben B., Alice and 
Charlotte. 

(163) Francis, 1821-1865. Died at 
Hazleton. 

(164) William, 1824-1859, m. Moved to 
Tamaqua. 

(165) Maria, 1826, m. Joseph McDon
nell, 18. They had three children, viz: 
Ellen, Katharine and Daniel. 

(166) Miller, 1829-1857. Moved to 
Tamaqua. 

Of (45) MICHAEL BRIGHT. 
(167) James. 
Of (46) JESSE BRIGHT. 
(168) Jesse, 1818. , 
Of (47) DAVID GRAJIAM' BRIGHT. 
(169) Michael G., 18b3-1875, m. Eliza-

beth B. Steele, 1809-1895. They had 

18-

eight children, viz .. Michael, Richard J., 
Rachael Martha. Hannah, Mary, Geu. 
and "\Villiam. 

< 1,0) Rachael Antoinette, 1801 1881. m. 
Edward A. McIntire. 

(1'1) Jesse D .. 1812-1875, m. )Ian· E. 
Turpin. 18--1877. Mr. Bright \\·as born 
in Xorwich, Chenango counn·, N. Y., 
whither his father had remo\·ed from 
Botetourt county, ,·a .. in 1800. In lB::O 
the family mo,·ed west to :.\fadis1on. Ind .. 
ab0ut 100 miles below Cincinnati. After 
attending- the schools of the town l\Ir. 
Bright studied law and in 1833 was ad
mitted to the bar of Jefferson count:,-. 
In the fuilowing year · 0 was elected 
judge of the Probate C'CJurt. In 1836 hP 
was a member of the le><sislature and !n 
1841 was elected Lieu.tenant Governor 
of the state. In 1845 h<e was first elected 
to the Cnited States Senate by th1e 
legislature of Inrliana and t,,·ice suc
cessively re elected. His third term 
would h::iYe expired in 1863. In APl"il. 
1862. th2rE' ,1·a8 a charge of disloyalty 
preferred againft him in the Senate. 
The evidencP "·as that he had writte11 
a Jetter to Jefforson Da\·is, President of 
the- S,1utr..ern Conf2<leraey, recon1-m(2-nd
ing to his nntic-e a person. who claimed 
to ha\·e inn"nted an impro,·ement' in 
firearm,:. In hl~ defence .:\fr. Bright 
fi·ankly adn1itred the eharge of having
\lTittE-n cuch letter; that it was don-? 
to f.!'et ri,l 0f the importunit,• of the 
claimant. \\"ho had anoyed him ·for some 
time, and that the occul"rence tooi, 
;:il'l.c-e l.Jc-t"ore ~Jr. Lincoln's inauguration 
and that at the time he had no idf•a 
th~re would be 11·ar with the seceding 
states. The charge was referred by the 
Senate to a committee to in,·estigate 
and rFJ:,r,rt. The committee by a vote of 
fh·e to n·.·o r,·ported that the facts did 
not 11·arrant the charge made against 
the Sen?.tor from Indiana. and recom
mencltd tlrn t the matter be dropped. 
But under the intenf'e partisan feeling 
the'TI existing. the ma.\ority of the Sen
ate und"r the lead of Charlef' SumnPr. 
Yoted his expulsion from that body. Mr. 
Drie:ht afterwards remm·ed to Ken
tucky, where he was elected to the Leg
islature. He afterwards "·ent to Bal-
timorE·, where he died of heart disease. 
He left three children, as follows: Jesse 
J., Frances B. anrl Georgiana. 

(172) Dr. James Bright, 18-. He was 
a noted physician and author. He liv•:d 
at Lexington. Ky. 

(173) George M. 1814-188 m. Minerva 
Steele. of Shelbyville. Ky., and had 
eleven children, viz., Ferguson G .. Jesse 
D George A .. Adam S., Hannah S., Da
D., George A., Adam S., Hannah S .. 
Davie! G., Rachael A., Minerva S., Mary 
J .. Horatio S., and Martha B. 

r174) Mary Ann, 18-1840, m. Adam, of 
Hawks,·!lle, Ky. 

(1,5\ Sarah V., 18-1890, m. Maj. Wil
liam Jarvis. She died at Louisville, 
Ky., \1·ithout Issue. 
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n,6) David G., Jr., di.cu in youth. 
(177) Margaret. 
Of (48) GEORGE BRIGHT. 
, 1,8) Thomas Je!'lers,rn, 1806-1S63, m. 

Photbe Hearn, settled in Xorth Caro
lina. They had the children, viz., 
< ;t·<Jrge Bright, .Jefferson, killed :;,.t bat
tle of Seven Pines in the Confederate 
ranks. 1~6:;: c,,!'lnne. James and Da,·id. 

11,~J ~arnh B., 180, -1889, m. 1st Sol
omon \\'right; m. 2d Dr. Dot tied, of 
T1·oy. Tt·nn. 

OSO) Dr. David B., 1810-1890, m. 1st 
Ellen .:\fotherwell, 18-1862, of Obion 
<:ou_nty, •1·enn. By h:,r he had four chil
dren, ,·iz .. Dr. \Yilliam M., .:\Iary B., 
John B. and Ellen B.; m. 2d .:\frs Mar
garet Scruggs (nee. Edminster). 

(181) He,·. George B., 1813-18,4. m. Da
maris s~mple :\£c:Combs, 1820-1864, and 
died at Key \Vest, Fla. They had five 
chi lclt'en. viz., Samuel G., :\.Iary, Sarah 
F. and Margaret. 

(1S2) Mary D., 1814, d. young; (183) 
:\I,u-y A ... 1810, d. young. 

(]31) ReY. John M., 1816-1899, m. 
:\lary Fitzg,,rald, of Hou~ton, Ga., and 
hnd Be\·en i:·hildren, Yiz., George, Clara. 
J,rn1es T .. :\1ary E .. John, Charles and 
St ~.-le~. 

i1s:, l :\Iargaret. 1818-1890, m. John 
Poar<l. 1s-1:'iG2. an•l had two children, 
Sarah ;1 nd. C:t:.orgp F. 

,1,~, :\Ikha,,l H .. 1~20-1S~9. m. Jemima 
l~11ard: tnn\·t·:tl tu Texas: had three chil
d n·n. Dr. D;.n·id. San1uel Ci-. and Joseph. 

, tS7> .-\_hralrnm H .. 1,24, d. young. 
, ]\~) t:an,uel ,_;raham, 1820. m. :\Iary 

~-. and had f1Hl!' <·hildren. ,•iz .. George 
:\I.. Zc••l<'l.iah. )fawl fln<l :\Iargaret. 

<1f <'.,l) :\L\RY ,:,.;c;LE. 
t 1,H, .John P., 17:Jl-1,61, m. 1st Susan 

Baker bv 11·hom he had several child
ien, m. ·~d ::\Uldre-1 Baker aml m. 3d 
E~iza Bak•2r. 

!l001 'iYilliam P .. 1793-1849. Supposed 
ti") lun·t:4 been ki~led. 

(l!il) J<,S<"Ph P .. 179G-1S63, m. Susan 
Childs. 

t l!•~l Ann P., l,9S-1S~2. m. Eliza Lind
sley. 

U!i3) E<l,Ynrd P., li~9-1839, m. Julia 
Pe•·hin <cousin). 

(1D4) :\lary P .. l:'01-1S93, m. William H. 
Campbc>li, 1800-lS',1. They had three 
chHdre:1, viz: Julia A .. Leonard C. and 
Christiana V. Campbell. 

(195) Christina P .. 1S04-1S,8. 
The abo\·e list includes the names of 

the fourth generation so far as I have 
ascertained them. :\.fany more names 
\\·ill doubtless be added by some future 
family -historian. The occurrence of 
two instan::es of remarkable longevity 
belong to this generation. They are 
the grand-chlldren of (4) Michael 
Bright, Sen., viz: Catharine Paxton, 
wife :of Joseph Paxton, of Catawissa, 
whO' was the oldest daughter of (21) 
Sarah Rupert, and attained the age of 
101 years. The other was William 

Bright, of Westerville, Ohio, who was 
a son of (22) David Bright, of Reading, 
who reached the ripe old age of 97 
years. 

The children and grandchildren of the 
persons belonging to the fourth genera
tion will constitute respectively the 

FIFTH AND SIXTH GENERATIONS. 

They are given together in the fol
lowing table of pedigree, though kept 
distinct while the parenthetical num
bers belonging to each generation are 
preserved. By the plan adopted the 
names credited to each generation can 
readily be found. First in order come 
the great -grandchildren of (2) Jacob 
Bright, viz., the children 

Of (62) MICHAEL BRIGHT. 
(196) Elizabeth, 1819. 
(19,) Michael, 1821-1851, m. Adele 

George, of Mobile. They had six chil
dren, as follows: 

(448) George D. of Philadelphia, (449) 
William M., of Philadelphia, (450) Ed
gar H., of New Orleans, (451) Adele R., 
1853 -1863, (452) Stewart, 1860-1861, and 
(453) Lewis V., of New York. 

(19S) William, d. 1864, (199) Annie, 
182, -1859, (200) John, died in infancy, 
U0l) :\.Iary d. unm'd., (202) Lewis G., 
(203) Emma d. unrn'd., (204) George W., 
m. :.\;fary Cone, of Decatur, III. 

(205) John H., m. Ellen George, of Mo
bile, "·ho had five children, viz., (454) 
:\Iichael, d. in infancy, (455) Carolin·,, 
m. and had three children, Charles, 
Belle E., and Annie, (456) Henry, (457) 
Jes~e D., (458) Albert A. 

Of (60) S'CSAN ANG'CE, 1790. 
(:!06) Margaret, m. William H. 'vVil

son, of Philadelphia. 
(20,) Susan, m. C. G. Poulson; they 

had five children. 
(208) Albert D., m. Sophia Swain; had 

one child. d. 
(209) :Michael, d. unm'd. 
(209%)James P., d. unm'd. 
\~10) Charlotte, m J. W. Powell. 
Of \61) ELIZABETH VERMILLION. 
(211) Henrietta, m. Mr. Barry, of 

Washington, D. C. 
(212) Susan, (213) Matilda d., (211) 

Elizabeth, (215) Avarilla, d., and (216) 
Charlotte, d. 

Of (63) JACOB BRIGHT. 
(217) Edward, (218) George, (219) Ja

cob, and (220) Thomas. 
Of (64) GEORGE BRIGHT, 1796. 
(221) Lafayette, 1824-1895, of Reading, 

m. Margaret. Had a son (459) George 
w .. 1849-1870. 

Of (59) JACOB BRIGHT. 
(222) Edward, (223) Emma, m. Joseph 

Leeds; 2d L. C. Trautman, of Philadel
phia. 

Of (65) DANIEL R. BRIGHT. 
(224) Edward Y., 1805, m. and had 

three children, viz., (460) Edward, (461) 
Daniel and (462) Sarah. 

(225) Henry, 1806-1806. 
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(226) Yeager Fred, 1807., m Catharine 
Yeager, 1814-1888. Lives at Ashland, 
Pa., and has five child-ren, viz., (46.li 
•Vm. H., 1832-189-, m.; kept a 1umb21· 
yard at Ashland and had , children, 
Catharine, Leonora A., Hunter, l\fartin, 
Eloma, m. to H. A. Acker; John :\.I. and 
David, (464) Daniel R., 1833 -1880, m., 
one child; ( 465) Calvin, 1836, d. in Cal
ifornia, (466) Caroline, 1845, m. Joseph 
Lawrence, and ( 467) Harrison, 1848, m.; 
has two children. 

(22,) 'William J., 1S09-1865, m. l\fal'Y 
Yeager, a cousin. He died at Reading. 
Left no issue. 

(228) Angeline, 1812, m. Mr. Bowen, of 
Philadelphia. Had three children, onr. 
(468) A. H. Bowen, of Philadelphia. 

(229) Daniel R., 1815, m. 1st ::l,lary, by 
whom he had one child, (469) Hannah 
Elizabeth, m. to T. R. Jones; moYed to 
California; had one child by 2d wife. 

(2:30) Amanda, 1819-1889, m. George F. 
Miller, 1809-1885. They had t,,·o chil 
dren, (470) D. Bright, 1840, and (471\ 
George Barron, 1844. They are both 
members of the bar of Union county. 
LiYe at Lewisburg, Pa. 

(231) Hannah, 15~0. m. Samuel Ea,· -
ton. lS-1864. Had three childre11. ,•i~ .• 
(471'\,2) Bright H., 1847; Jives at Lewis
bu1·g, Pa., (472) Charles, 1833--1854, and 
(473) Ann, 1506, m. :\Ir. Bubb. 

(232) Hfram. 1823-188:,, m. 1st Carolin<' 
Atkins, 1829 1856. LiYes at Freepoi-t. 
Ill.; had n,·o children. ! 47 4) A ust:-ia, 
1S511853, and (475) Caroline. lS~-\ 111. Al 
be1t F. Hale: m. 2d Hulc1a A. Tisdel, d. 
18S8. B~- J:rei' Ile had six l'hildren. viz., 
(4 ,6) Thomas C .. 1837 -1862, (4 ii) Oli\-.,, 
186•)-18'~. 111. H.K.E:·omlee; (4,S) Frank
lin, li'fi~, m. E!Yira H. Por,d; Ii\·es in 
Color::u1 .J; <li:•) Hirnh T .. 1864-1S67, (480) 
Leon< ·ra. 1360, 111. I-:!:enry :.\L Chrisle!:·, 
and ,.~Sl) LU<:'ie A., 186S: Jives at Cedar 
Rar;h!~:. Ia. 

Of (66) CATHARI~.E HOFF of H.ea,l
ing. 

(:::::.::n Jacob B., 17G6 •lS~~. 111. n.osann<1. 
Strnheck~r, 1818 -18S0. They had one 
child, Yiz .. (482) Amos B., 1833-1371. 

(234) Jc,lm. 1806 1~73, rn. Susan Ka,it -
ner, 1809 lSHO. He \H'S a bric-kmaker by 
trade; had six childrm, yiz., (4S3) Hen
ry A, 1829, m. :\Iary P<>arson, 1835. H,-, 
was a successful merchant. and after
wards a banker. They had five chil
dren, viz., John, 1862 -1864, Henry K., 
1864, Davis P., 1866, Charles J., 1~69, and 
Mary P., 1872; (484) Mary A., 1832-1899, 
m. James Milholland, 1813 -18,5, and had 
h,·o children. viz .. John H .. 1867 1897, 
and Robt.A.Milholland, Esq., 1869; ( 48::i) 
John, 1834-1834, (486) Ernaline, 1836, 111. 
Henry Johnstf>n, 18-. They had five 
childrEcn, viz .. Henry, John, George,Wil -
liam, and Olive, m. John K., 1839-1842. 
<487) Susan C., 1841, m. 1st F. Leaf 
Smith, Esq .. by whom she had a son 
Carroll; m. 2d Wm. H. Johnson, of NeT 
York; (488) Minerva, 1843, m. Louis 

Richards, Esq .. 1842. He was admitted 
to the Berks County Bar in 1865, and 
is the author of several yaluable law 
books. inc:luding a form book of Penn
sylvania Procedure. His Digt'st of :\Iu
nicipal La"·· containing references to 
all the deci,sions of the county relating 
to the government of cities of the third 
class. is a standard work and enjoys a 
deservedly high reputation. They ha 1l 
f.:iur children, viz., Lewis. John, '\Yil · 
iiam and Susan, K.athal'ine, 18-16 186-5, 
( 489) Clara L., 184~. m. George Kreisher, 
of Xew York. Has two children, Juhn 
and Le2lie, , 490) George B .. 1S5Z. 

(~35) '\\'i lliam B., lSllJ -1888, m. E$tlw1· 
Kimmel. 1519 -1895. He had six children, 
viz .. <491) Catharine B .. 1s:J7, m. Conrad 
Beed,.er, (4(1~) Sarah P .. lSH 1~7,, m Hi• 
ram ,,·. Pinkerton, and had two chii -
dren, ,·iz .. Cleaver and George, (4nt 
Eliza G .. m. Sigmond Gaertner, (491) 
Hicharcl. JSH', l ,9;,) Amanda. lS~-1, rn. 
Charles H. Gra,·es, and (496) 'IYilliam, 
185~. 

,~:,.;) :\fargarE>t. m SamnE-1 Hain. 
,~;jj'J Eva. lSlti. 111. Paul Ban. 1~0,-

1,~~- T11,-,· l,;.rl s(•H·n chilcln,n. , .J:1 _-, 
H,_~nr,·. V<:s: < 4~1S) F~ebec·c-a. 1$:1-t. 111. 1-te\-. 
Smitl1. , -1:1s 1 

2 ) Richard. 1836. (499) John. 
1s:1~ < -l~~I:,_\} X ,Jrtc,n. lS-t!. ( 4.~)flb I FranL·if!, 
1,-1~. and /-1~'.•c- I Th,,11. A .. 1~--,2. 

(~:J~_, C'atli.<.tl'!~1P. i11. (;,_~c)rg:e \Yeli. 
nf ,n;i J: 1~EPir rn:rn.1-rT. 
<:.'.:~fq \Y,)il. h:-itt~·r. 1~0:1-1s.s:~. n1. :\fary 

Cfu1·1 dl1a1·t 1,,~· (;;.-11.J 1.Sl'.;, TlH.:Y had thi1.·-
1'..·• n ,·hi:d1't•11, ,·iz .. ,;.iJO} .J•i~t+t1h, d. in 
ir.fanC'~-: <.Xe-,J!'U.'2 111 .• n1ored t:, Padut:·at,. 
1 ... :y., ( ~,(;]) Jn~~ph ~,], ll. in infancy. CO~> 
Jnhn. d. in i1i-1::111c5·. (50:1) :.\Iary. 111. Be11 j. 
~l,Yein1iler, ,~.ii4) Sarah, 111. Zach. B. 
:\laur.,r. !.:O~\ Chai·'es. m. Deli!,th Hall. 
<?,{.16) En1nu1. 111 .. Anthon~· \Y1.l5.~:ll-=-'l'. (;j,O(J 
Hart1nan. d. YOUn.t!". (;i(IS) ... -\n1anda, ~n. 
!4-"'lin.nk :\Inur(~r. (,1[)fd ~\nna. lS.\7-lS:i~. 
a:-d ,~:O) .:\Inrtha. 1n. H1'hlTt S1nith. 

(~40) ~.\ug-1;,1::.;tu~. 1n~.1SS:}, 111. ::\Iar~a 
\Yr·l1. 

(~i1) J:.~,~,-,iJ. 1:-:.: 1 h. Pl, S8nt.h L(·\"an. 
<:.14~, J<1e1\ 1:Ht; .. J'\4:< (~-l:.n (\_-ttl!a1·in~"· 

1~~:!. 111. Thon1as Pun:ha~e. of Xe\\·ark, 
X. J. 

(~H) :\far~· \'I' .. li':26. 12-lC,) George '\Y .. 
1827, and <246) Susan B., 1S31. m Led 
Knabb. nf A,ahinnd. 

Of (08) Sl'S.-\::-:XA YEAGER 
(24,) A:no~ B.. lSOS 1R~9. m. Sara 11 

~{U!-'~eT. HBrl t,Yn chi!dt·en. Yiz .• (;>1!) 
Frederick :\L, 1840. a member of th,, 
Ring-1:;old Artiller:--. one of the first eom · 
panies that marcher] to the defense -~f 
'\Vashing-ton in April. 1861, m. Hannah 
:\L Orner. Had one C'hild, Susan J., 
1873. m. Henry S. High 2d., (512) Susan 
E .. 18H. 111. E,,an l\Iishler, late Sheriff 
of Berkf' C'OUlltY, 

(248) f'ath>1rine. 1810. m. Daniel Hem
mig. They had two children, viz., (513) 
SUf'<rn f'nrt (~14) Amo<". 

Of 1r,91 cTACOB R. BRIGHT. 
(249) Harriet. 1814 -1898, m. David Dun--
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can, of Brooklyn, N. Y. Hal six chil
dren, viz., (ii15) ::\.fatgaret, (516) Sallie, 
(-51,) David "(518) Harriet, (519) Mary, 
and (510) ciira.' . . 

U50) :.\Iai·garet; 1818 -1885, m. Jas. Lam
gan. Had 6 children, viz., (521) Sallie, m. 
m. Adam' iI'. Schmehl, Esq., (524) Lau· 
ra, m. G. W. Williams, (525) Mary, d. 
anci. (526) James, d. 

(251) :\fichael, 1820-189-, m. Margaret 
K. Dads, of Pottsville. Had 6 children, 
\"!Z., (52:) Sarah, c., (528) Edward D., 
<52~) Elien _·D.' (5,W) Francis B., (531) 
John ·w., and (532) Henry. 

(252) William, 1823. 
(252¥.,) David, 1825 1S30. 
(~aJJ :\lary An·n, 1831-1899, m :lciahlon 

H. Xicholls. Had two children, viz., 
! 53:J) Sallie, m. Henry :.\Iortimer, and 
(3U4) ~lafL 'm. Thomas Strauch. 

(254) Le,,'fs ·c., d. 1834 at Erie. 
Of (i"O) :lcL-\HY :\L-\RSHALL. 
Uii7) Davii:I, 1816-1819. 
(:!38) Dr. John G., 1S1S-1Stll, m. Aman

da A. i:-::li11e, 18-; had two sons, viz .. 
, :;:;:;) Dai:iiel \Y., Le,s Angeles, Cal., and 
( 2:J6j Dr. J,Jhn, de an of the C ni ,·ensity 
vf Pennsylvania, m. and has one child. 

1::5:<) Elizabeth, 1~~0 1~~4. m. Jvhn 
:\lill<c1·, 18-. - Tllt'Y ha<l sc•,·en children, 
viz., (53,) Ha1Tiet, r3iS) :\Iarshall, (53~/ 
:-o,·.,tt, , :'i-10) Jacob. (541) :\Iary, (54~) 
Bell,~. ancl (;i-1:1) l(r.se. 

t~til)J Sarah. l~~6-lx6~. m. Isaac Bar-
1·ett. lS-. They had f,,ur children, Yiz., 
,.~HJ .'.Im-y. \:;4") ~.Iarnlw.11, (o4o) Bright, 
,w,1 ( :;4,J Estdla. 

(~61) Dr. Philip, 1S~5-lSSf!, m.; 011c

c-hiltl. (3-18) Cora. 
, :!6~)' :\In1·-y, 1S3!J 1533. 
t~6:.:) Is..1bclla. 1:-.:J~. 111. Jn~iah Funck. 

1S~7-1~1J6. He was a distinguished law• 
YET of L<2banon. Pa., an·J had six chi! -
ll"en. yiz., <i,4'.•) :uar~,, 1S33-1S63, (350) 
:\rarshall, 1833, a member of the Leb -
anon county bar; (,'551) Ed,Yin, 1858-
J.,6.'., (5,,~) Helen, 1S61, , :;:;·ii Sara. 1863, 
< 55+) Alfred, 1S71. 

r 264) Lciuirn. 1836-1852. 
! ~!l:o1 .\niancla, 18!2, m. ViTilliam En

gle: had ~on \05:,) "\Yalte1·, IS€,. 
Of C,1) :<ARAH BECHTEL. 
(~66) Katharine, lSl, -18!.\0, m. Daniel 

Le,·an, 1S17-1873. They had five chil
dren, viz., (536) Erl \\"arc!, 1850, rn. La -
,•ina !-larner, 18'."i-1. (5;)7) Sallie, 1852, d., 
(558) Gevrge, 18,~. (553) Samuel, lSol, 
and (?.60) James, 1857, m. Emma Griffith. 

(267) Chri~tian, 1820 185,, m. Abigail 
Ehrgood, 1816 -18;:;9, They had fi,·e chil
dren, viz., (i,61) Katharine. 1839 -rn42_ 
( ;;6]) Sarah, 1841-18!5, (563) John, 1843 • 
18,5, m. Agnes Goodman, (56!) Ann,1. 
Elizabeth, 1~45, d.. and (565) George, 
1847, m. Sallie Frankenfield. 

(~68) Eve, 1823-1858, m. Peter Rapp 
and had six children, viz., (566) Mary E., 
d., (567) Ann Elizabeth, d., (568) John, 
(569) Clara, (570) Josephine, and (571) 
Antoinette. 

(269) Angeline, 1825. 

(270) George, 1826, m. Anna O'Dear; 
had six children, viz., (572) William L., 
1847, m. Annetta Rapp, and had one 
child, (5,3) Sarah L., 1849, m. Jacoo 
Stimmel, and by him had seven chil
dren. 

U71) Sarah A., 1829-1891, (2,2) Jacob, 
1832, m. Eliza Kehl, 1829, one child, (5,4) 
Sallie K., 18G8, m. John Rothermel, 1866. 

(273) Henry B., 1836, m. Amanda Ken
del, d.; one r.hild, (575) Clara, d. 

Of (72) MARGARET SMITH. 
f274) Angeline, 1823, m. Dr. Lemuel L. 

Stewart, 1818 -1853. Dr. Stewart was a 
practicing physician in Reading, anr! 
,note a drama entitled, "The Death vf 
the First Born," intended to illustrate 
the departure of the Israelites from 
Eg·ypt. It was acted at Reading by a 
tra \·eling company, but the antiquity 
of tile subject matter was a bar to it; 
success. They had two children (576) 
:\Iargaret ct., and (577) Katharine, 18:i4-
JS87, m. to James Nolan, 1844, a well
known railroad contractor; they had 
two children. 

(~,5) J\.Iar:r, 1825, m. J. DePuy Davis, 
Esq., 1S2,'i. Mr. Davis was admitted to 
tile Reacting Bar in 184,. He then en
listed for the :\Iexican "\Yar as a privat<> 
in a 1-::entucky regiment, and with th~ 
American army entered the City of 
.\J..,xic-o unct,,-r General Scott. He was 
subs~quently commissioned as colonel 
to take charge of one oE ten regilnents 
authorizEd to be raised by Congress, 
bu, t,1e war ha,-ing ended the regi
ments w?re not called into sen·ic:e. Dur
ing tile encampment established at 
Heading in 1SG3 :\Ir. Davis ,,-as appoint
c>d Lieut. Cnl. of the 167th Regiment, 
l'E0 nna. Yols .. under the command of 
Colonel E:ncderer. and upon the death 
.,f ';hat gallant otficer succeeded to the 
command and remained \Yith the regl
rnent until it ,Yas mustered out of ser
vice. 

They had one child (578) :\Iaisey, m. 
to "\Yi!liam Kerper Stevens, Esq. 

(~76) Jacob Bright, 18:!7-1S87, m. Susan 
.-\. Boas. :\Ir. Smith was admitted to 
the bar in 1848. In 1852 he \\·ent to Free
port, Ill.. ,vhere he entered into law 
pa'.·tnership \Yith his cousin Hiram 
Bright. He subsequently removed to 
Pike's Peak in Colorado territory, and 
was chosen Judge by the squatter 
so,·ereigns. After the territory was or
g·aniz-2d he practiced law with success. 
He s•1bsequently returned to Reading, 
\\·here he died in 1887. 

(2,7) Edmond L., 1829 -1891, m. Magda
lena Reiner. Mr. Smith was admitted 
to practice in 1851, and became a very 
successful lawyer. He was elected to 
the legislature in 1858 -59. In April, 1861, 
he jolnetl the First Defenders and 
marched to Washington with the Ring
gold Artillery. After a short service he 
was appointed by the Secretary of War 
to be a captain in the 19th Infantry; 
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was in the battle of Chicamauga under 
Rosecrans and Thomas, where he was 
captured and sent to Libby. He escap -
ed from the prison by means of a tun 
nel exca\·ated by the prisoners, but was 
recaptured and sent to Charleston. Af
ter fourteen months' imprisonment be 
"·as parolled under an arrangement 
with the government and finally ex
changed. He subsequently went to 
Denver, Col., where he acquired great 
reputation as a lawyer. and after a 
number of years of very successful 
practice, returned to Reading. He had 
five children, (579) John P., ( 580) Susan 
A., (a81) George H., (582) Charles F., 
and (583) Margaret L. 

(278) George, Jr., 1831, m. Ellen Lein
bach. 1833. Mr. Smith was a miller and 
was engaged in business for a number 
of years. He \\"as an adroit politician 
and assisted many of his party friends 
in their aspirations for office. He had 
twelve children, viz., (584) l\fa1·garet. 
1854--1857, (585) Catharine, 1835, (586) 
Douglass, 1857, d., (58,) Mary, 1859, (588) 
Charles, 1862. (589) Edmond, 1864, (590) 
Elizabeth, 1S67, (591) Jacob. 1869, <,,9~) 
Henry '\V., 1871, (593) John Fred., 18,3, 
(594) George, 1875. and (595) Joseph, 1877. 

(279) Charles, 1837-1863. m. ;\Iary Le· 
. van. who aftenvard m. Peter N. BoycP. 

(280) Katharine A., 1839. 
Of (73) ELIZABETH PEXNY. l,9g. 

1837, AFTERWARDS ELIZABETH 
MARKLE. 

(281) Carinda P. 
(282) Mary l\fargaret M., 1829. of Mil

ton, m. :\fr. Griffin of Providence. Th•:Y 
had fi\·e children. viz .. (596) John ;\I., 
1854, (597) Emma E .. 1R~6. (fi&S) Bc,nj. F .. 
1560, (599) Clarence, 1862. and (600) Clara 
1863, m. to Luther Smith. 

(283) Emma J. ::\f., 1334, m. P. H. 
Thompson. Had three children. Yiz, 
(600\2) CharleR C .. 1856 1888. (610) Ario 
M .. 18Gl. and (602) George vVentz, 1867. 

(2S4) George B. l\I., 1827 1888, m. Emily 
Robeson. He "·as. a saddler by trade, 
but ea,iy embarked in the mining of 
anthracite coal near Jeddo, Pa., 
and realized a princely fortune. 
His family resided in Philadel · 
phia. and ha,t fin, children. ..-iz., 
(603) Clara, 1g49_ (604) Ida, 1853, (60~) 
George B .. 1857, m. and had a child. 
George B., Jr .. (606) John. 1858, m. l\Iary 
K. Robinson. and (607) AIYan, 1861, m. 
and has four children. Emily. 1888. Al
van, 1889, Donald and Eckley B. C. :Mar
kle. 

Of (76) CATHARINE STEIGEL. 
(285) Phoebe. 1805-1805. 
(286) Rachael. 1807-1893, m. David Dix, 

of Augusta county. Had twelve chi!· 
dren. 

(287) Elizabeth, 1808 -1859, m. William 
N. Quick, 1805-1855. They had four chil
dren, viz .. (609) Nannie C., 1839, (610) 
William S .. 1840, (611) David, 1844, d., 
and (612) Jacob, 1850, d. 

(287) Louisa, 1810 -1894, m. :Michael 
Stover. Had six children, (613) .i\Iar
garet, m. C. Bremer, (614) William A .. 
(615) Amanda, (616) David, d., (61,) 
;\!ichael, d. and (618) Sarah, d., m. B. 
Prince. 

(288) ,Yilliam. 1812, (289) John, 181/,, 
(290) Jacob, 1818. 

(:!nJ ;\Iichael. 1819-1833. 
(292) DaYid. 1821-1860, m. Sarah Sei -

bert. Had fiye children. (619) Cornelia, 
m. George HooYer, (620) Jol1n M., m. 
;\Iagdalen Keller, (6:!l) Elizabeth, rn. 
Henry Henkel, and (622) Alice, m. S. A. 
Henkel, and (623) Charles D. 

(293) Charles. 1824, m 1st Sarah Kauff
man; had by her five children; (6:!-l) 
'William, (62~) Juhn J., (626) \Vampler, 
(62,) Charles. and (628) Sarah; m. Zd 
and had six child1·en, (629) Herbert, (63V) 
~annie, (631) Alice, 1,632) Grace, (633) 
William, anrl (634) Lulu. 

(294) Sai-ah ;\L J.. 1827, m. Frank 
Ko1 ner; had ten children, (635) CharleR 
\V., 1845, (6.J6) El\'Y E., 184i, (637) Sarah 
l\f., 1849, (638) Virginia. 1850, (639) Da\·id, 
1851;, (tl40J John :\1., 18oi, (641) Pinckney 
H., 1859, (642) Emma S .. 1869. (6-13) Ed
ward L., 186~. and (614) ~Iary L .. 186,. 

Of (SO) CATH_\_f:f::\'E PA.XTO:\'. 
(29;,J Bright, 1S-, m. Ernaline Barton, 

of ;\luncy. 
/~(,6) Charl<°S n .. lSl 18S~. !11. nac·he' 

Charles; t\\'ll child1·en, (644) .\Iargaret, 
m .. \Ir. Chril"rian. ancl 

(21,) :llay P .. m. c,,orge Sc-,_,tt: two 
childr~n. \·iz .. f6-lo) Kate :IL. 111. 1st :lfr. 
Reifsnyder, and 2d J. 1V. \Yilletz. by 
\Yhom she had three children; ;\lary ;\l. 
Kate )I. awl Dr. Jns,0 ph C.: ancl 164•;, 
George A., m. Ada Robins; one chil-i, 
Jennie. 

(2~8) Joseph P., had t,,-o chilclren. one 
(6-1;) Alexis R., lieutenant 1:. S. A. 

(299) Harriet, m. ;\fr. Vastine, of St 
Loui::,; three children. 

(300) Sarah, m. ;\Ir. Bell; had tw0 
children. 

(301) Frank, m. Susan Lloyd, of Phll -
adelphia. 

<:l02) Lloyd, F~P. Ji\·es at Rupert. Pa. 
Of (Ql) LEOXARD B. RePERT. 
(~03\ Clam, 1R32. m. Dr. ,Yiliiam H. 

Parks: had six children. (6-!8) Leona1·d 
P., 1839, t64~) Elizabeth P., 1866, (650) 
Ala P., 1868, (651) Alzua P .. 1869, (652) 
. .\ nn H. P., 18"r'2-1892, and (653) Eva P., 
1874. 

<304) Sarah, 1~34, m. Daniel Steck, of 
\Villiamsport. Had three children, viz .. 
(654) Eva, 1865, m. E. A. Chamberlin and 
had two children, Helen and Edwin; 
(655) Harriet, 1869, m. vVillard Wise and 
had two children, Daniel and Eugene. 

Of (32) SARAH H. YERGER. 
(305) Henry, 1812--1852, m. 1st -- --, 

by whom he had one child, (656) Henry 
S., m. 2d -- --, by whom he had three 
children, Yiz., (657) George B., (658) Da • 
vid. and (659) Sarah C., m. Mr. Thoma>'. 

(306) D. Bright, 1816--1881, m. 1st Ruth 
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Jo!'lea, f~11st6,''DY•i\\·hom he had three 
C'hHd.ren,, ,{660), Hen:ry, 1841-1892, m. 
mranc~;J±--Lr · no issue.; (661) Charles, 
18,l,3",,;1864;\,Jt.i,Lled· by railroad accident on 
hi$,'11eturn,f1!r.ffil\ the army, and (662) Sa
ntll.1B.,,.,18J'.t.; m,,.:lst '-Vllliam H. Bo\\"ers, 
lS-IJ -1~0: n;i. 0M Francis• G. Neff; D. 
Bi:ig:,tit;, nli.2(!1,.;catharine_ E. Kredc'l, 18:l9, 
by l\;lvt!fr he ;had six children, viz.,_ (66.1) 
fteri,t'y,,-.l~•;::<6J>4) ;John K., 1848-1818, m. 
Jµlia i<m'!aiialirs+ children, Henry B., 1871, 
And,.,~J,p181~,, ,and John· K., 18,8 (66;;) 
Cathattlne,Jaiw;il:860-1S80, m. ~Iillard Good
h!!;rt1 .~!l!h1885, of Hackensack, N. J.; 
t81ffl):•;Ma;ty; _ 1867; ·m. Ralf Gable, (66<) 
!.etlinarct· K., 1856;:Chetean, Ind, Ter., and 
rtJ68) F1·ank. 1859·, in asylum at Harris-
·bt:trg-.,.., "'- ~, .. ,- ~.,(, .. -,i...·--

t38'T.} · Aillflettar B., 1817·--1898, m. Herman 
Bearn:<1810·1885. ;\fr. Beard was for 
many· i·ears •• the: landlord of the 
FarmerS' · ._,:C,Hotel '':on North Fifth 
i;treet. They had six children, viz., 
<-ti!t!t) samu·el. "1~4u; m." Helen· Reed, one 
t"l1ild; Gemge~'l(670) ~'illiam, (671) Ella., 
ati;d.i,(67·:?F Emma, (6,Z) Sarah, 1845, m. 
Al. Schuaek(,nburg; divorced in 1876; 
ha&,chHdren,- 1,Ilnerva. m. E. Cuberly, 
and Anetta, m. Frank Hanson, (6,4) 
w.miam,·:1S30, .m .. diyorcE:d. 

,,;.Jr)Sl•-·\Yillia.m B., JS21-1SS8, m. Catha
i·ine Knopp; had children, (6ia) Anetta, 
m. :\Ir. [dter; one child. "William: (6,o) 
Henr,r• :.El .. • attorney at Philadelohia, d. 
l\!J~;- (6,i) ·Hosa. m. Henry Stevenson, 
and •(•6ri8} David. 

t309i Evaline. 182,)-188S. m. John C. 
':.\Iy<crs.· ':.\Ir. ':.\Iyers iYas a printer by 
tra•1e and long published in connection 
\\'\th. his father. Samuel, t\1.e Berks 
County Press, anct was a mem
ber, of· the state (House) legislature, 
184'i--18c49. ·They had. one child. (679) Sa-
rnh·,G., m. Richard :\Ieye1·s, who moved 
to Lamar, ':.\-Io. 

t!.llOY Catharine, 1826. 111. Dr. L. Finney 
Cald,n!IH 1825 -1863; had six children, 
three of whom are living, viz., 
1680) Sarah, 1849, m. J. \V. :.VIuffly, 18--
1893, (681) lfary, 1851, and (682) William 
185'7; 

Of '(114) ABIGAIL FISLER. 
(311} Catharine, 1818. m. George Mit-

chell, 1813-1886. Mrs. :\Iitchell lives at 
Harrisburg, Pa. They had eight chil
di>en, viz:, (683) Anna M., 1838-1845, (684) 
Franc-is M .. 1840-1857, (685) Isabella M., 
18:i!l, in. Benj. H. Bo\\"er, d. 18,3; had 
two children, Clara F .. 1867, m. George 
Trilly,-and fleorge M .. 1872; (686) George 
F. M.; 18.44-1862, (68,) Chas. M., 1846, m. 
Eli!Za, Y, Horn, 1847, 2 children: Bessie 
Y.,.,1.876, and Gertrude E., 1879; (688) 
:\Iary M., 1841; (689) Jane F., m. 1850, 
and (690). Catharine B., m. 1853-1853. 

(312) Jane, 1820-1856 m. Solon Flem
ing 1811. Lives at Des Moines, Ia., had 
3 children; (691) Letitia F., 1846 m. 
Benj. C. White 1822-1888, had 4 children: 
Geo. 1!'., 1866-1868, Grace :-.1., 1872, Benj. 
F., 1873-1875; and Pearlatta 1876; (692) 

Geo. T., 1844-1874, and (693) John, 1848. 
(313) Geo. B., 1823, m. Emma L. Moore, 

lSc~. Is a machinist by trade and Jives 
at Shamokin, Pa. They had 7 children; 
(694) Annie B., 1853, m. Levi B. l\Iorgan
roth 1846-18,i, \\·ho had 5 children: Em
ma L., 18,9, Chas. K., 1581, Geo. F., 1884, 
Frank B., 1885-1885, and Theodosia, 1897; 
(695) Geo. ;\f., 1855, m. Mary Hach 1870, 
one child, :.'\.Iargaret, 1896; (696) Frank 
B., 1S57; <69,) :\Iary M., 1860; (698) Sarah 
J., 1863-1565; (699) Jennie F., 1868-1869, 
and (,00) Theodosia, 1872. 

1314) Hester H., 1825-1826. 
(315) Jacob G., 1827, 111. Margaret Mc

\Villiams 1831, of Chester Co., agent for 
sale of timber and lives in Phila. Had 
7 children; (,01) Louisa, 1851; (702) 
Sarah :\IcW., 1855; (703) Geo., 1857-1885; 
(,04) Arthur B., 1859; (705) Henry M., 
1864; Ci06) DeLacey W., 1870, in Brazil, 
and (707)Verner W., 18,3-1875. 

(316) Louisa, 1830, 111. Rev. T. DeLacey 
\Vardlo,v, 1820-1879. Had 11 children, 
viz; (708) James C., 1853, of War Trace, 
Tenn; (709) Maggie F., 1854-1859; (710) 
DeLacey, 1%6; (711) Abbey B., 1858 m. 
Philip Scudder; (i'12) Vernon S., 1861; 
Ci13) \'erina D., 1863 m. Geo. Burke, 
Atty:, Kingston, Tenn.; (,14) Louisa, 
1866, m. Geo. R. Clayton, of Fort Worth, 
'1'ex.; (i'L3) :\laud B., 1S68 m. Albert Al
ley; (,16) Caroline N., 1870: (717) Sam
antha L., 18,2-1877, and (71S) Gladstone, 
1S77, F\,rt \'\'orth. Tex. 

OF (95) WILLIA;\f BRIGHT. 
(317) S. Louisa, 1831 111. Chancy Law

son; ( 315) G<'o. L., 1833 m. :\Iary Wood. 
Had 4 children: (719) Charles; (720) 
:Habel; (i21) William, and (722) Henry 

r:irn1 Susan, 183, m. James Boyer; 
(320) Lydia C., 1840; (321) Wm. J., 1843. 
(:!2:l) P.u.us, 1847, and (323) Francis, 
1847. 

OF (96) CATHARINE H. GREEN. 
(::~4) Albert G .. 1828 m. Rebecca Dick

insun 1836. Mr. Green was graduated at 
Yale collPge in 1849 and was admitted to 
the Berks County Bar in 1851, where he 
has been eng·age,d in law practice to 
the present time. He is president of 
the Historic-al Society of Berks County. 
They had eight children, viz., (723) 
B enry D., l1>oi, graduated at Yale in 
1877, admitted to the bar in 1879; mem
ber of the state (Ho.) Legislature 1884-
1888, and of the Senate 1888-1896. Elect
ed to Cong-ress in 1899 to fill vacancy 
caused by death of Hon. Daniel Ermen
trout and re.elected in 1900. B:e is 
practicing law at Reading, Pa.; (724) 
Ella E., 1859; (725) ,Emily, 1861-1864; 
(726) Herbert R., 1864, graduated at 
Yale in 1885, admitted to the Bar in 
1887; (727) Geo. vV., 1867, m. Mary Rose, 
has 2 children: Albert and Catharine· 
(728) Elizabeth D., 1869; (729) Anna B.', 
18, 4, m. Roberdean Annan, Cashier of 
National Bank of Frostburg, Md., one 
child. and (730) Julia, 1877. 

In 1898 Henry D. Green, above named, 



raised a company of 108 men for 
service in the Spanish-American 
"\Var and was commissioned as its cap• 
tain. After being several months in the 
camp of instruction at Chattanooga, the 
company was preparing to embark for 
Porto Rico, when the sudden close of 
the war ended the term of enlistment, 
and the Xinth Regiment,. P. V., to which 
he was attached, was mustered out of 
service. 

(325) Erastus R., 1830, m. Adella Ives, 
of St. Louis, :\Io. Lives at Chicago, Ill. 
Mr. Green graduated at Yale college in 
1851, is an attorney and has long been 
connected with the title department Qf 
a prominent real estate firm. Has one 
child, (731) Jessie. 

(326) David B., 1831-1893, m. Catha
rine Brooke, of Pottsville. Mr. Green 
was graduated at Yale college in 1s:,2; 
studied law with John S. Richards, Esq., 
and was soon after admitted as an at
torney of the Berks County Bar. In 
1857 he removed to Pottsville, where he 
soon enjoyed a successful practice. Dur· 
ing the "Molly McGuire" troubles in 
the coal regions, under a special act of 
Assembly he was appointed Judge 
of the Criminal Court of Lebanon and 
Schuylkill counties, and many of the 
Molly McGuire murderers were convict·· 
ed in his court. He served as :\Iajor of 
the Pennsylvania regiment raised in 
Schuylkill county during the Rebellion, 
and after his return he resumed the 
practice of the law. In 1882 he ,v'.l.s 
elected Judge of the Common Pleas cf 
Schuylkill county and was re-elected 'n 
1892. ~1r. Green had three children, viz., 
(731) Ida, 1872, (732) Catharine, 18,3, and 
(733) Douglass, 1881, who are living with 
their mother at Pottsville. 

(3~1) En1iiy E., 1S33. 
(328) Xathaniel, 1836-1873. He entered 

the Xaval A~ademy at Annapolis, ::IId., 
in 18:i2, and graduated in 1856. During 
tile Rebellion promotions in the navy 
,Yere rapid, and he rose to l:>e a Lieut. 
Commander. He \\·as \,·ith Farragut at 
the ca•Jtur,, of ::II,,bile, and ,_.a~ second 
in corn~nand of the C. S. ship Kathadin, 
while passing the forts on the lo\\'er 
::\lississippi, ,.-hieh resulted in the cap
ture of Kew Orleans. 'iVas after\\"ards 
engaged in patrolling the .Mississippi as 
far as Vick5burg. His last service "·as 
in a three year cruise mainly off the 
Pacific coast of South America in the 
C. S. Steamer Resaca, of \\·hich he was 
in sole command. In 1892 the vessel re
turned to San Francisco, where during 
a fearful storm he contracted pulmon
ary disease which he survived but a 
short time. 

George W., 1839-1866. He joined the 
First Defenders the day after he reach
ed Washington, in April 1861, was soon 
after appointed a Lieutenant in the 
Seventeenth United States Infantry, 
under General Sumner; was with 

.:1-IcClellan during the Peninsular cam
paign against hiC-hlTI0!1d, P~U ttL'i1)ul 1.d 
in the second battle of Bull Run, and 
the battles of South l\Iountain ar,•l 
Frederick~burg. In July, 1863, he took 
pan in the battle of Gettysburg, and 
commanded a section of the Seven
teen th l:. S. Infantry at Little Hound 
Top, where in crossing the "De,·il's 
Den" he was wounded by a shPll and 
led off the field. For gallant conduct in 
this action he was promoted to a cap
taincy and placed on recruiting service. 
_,·ith headquarters at Hart's Island in 
New York harbor, where he died of 
ery~ip2las in January lo66. 

(329) Francis :'.1., !SH m. ::IIary LeTour 
cf St. Louis. He was for many years 
engaged in railroading in the ,Yest. 
He li\·e,l at Clinton, :'.Ill., a number of 
years, afterwards at St. Louis, and lat
terly at Tacoma, in the state of "'Tash
ington. 

(:;:311) .\nn;e B .. lSH-1~73. 
Of <B7) PETEH BRIGHT. 
( :1:31) Re-lJecca B., 1S:?8. n1. En1anuel 

SiJJ,,r of :\I,mtour <'OUnty. 
(3:l~) Hiram. 1S34. m. Rhoda X. But

Jp1•. l~--1'-,'-.~. 
(:j:~:::) D~_·n!'!i~. 1~:;~. n1. LuC'y :\L n.eaz. 

_.\ !11(-'J1lbt•r nf thf' Pc·nnsyh·anla legisJa.:. 
tu;·~~ fr-11•1 Ci=" ::\I1>nt 1_1ur district. , 

<;,::-!1 P,·11r:ir1n. 1\J.-L 
<~:::-;i Phi;ip. d., 1C:4{i-1\73, as:;as~inateJ 

at rno .. .:nix. _.\r:znnn. 
1 :J:,f'.) _-\. big•ail. lS4,. rn. 'iYilliam Auch-

~~p' ··1.-·f1 1•f na.v!b1·r11 1k .. LL 
t:~:i-, \rn!·y. 1.,~::-1\:11. 
Of (1<"10) .\Anox BRIGHT. 
(33,) Fred'lc 1S30, m. Amanda ::\loser. 

1«-1,,.;_ )fr. Brii,•ht aft~r ,\·asting a 
nun1b ·r of years in trying to in1prove 
an ~Y~1au:-::te<1 farrn on the ea~tern shore 
of :'.fa:-yland. finally sold it at a loss 
and moYed to his father's lands in the 
Shi>nanrlnnh \·alley. just abo\~e " ... in
C'hester. 1·a., ,\·here he resumed farm
iP.g a ti'3et r,f lHnd ~ub~ec~uently de
vised to him bv his father's ,\·ill. He 
ha,1 nine> c-hil;lren. viz., (,34) Harry, 
(;3:;) Prc•stnn. 1,36) Annie, (737) Ida, 
r;~~) .Alic·r>. /~::9) Ho,rnrd, <740) Ella 
f'!ar:1, m. 'iYi1son :\Iiller and (741) Stew
art. 

!~~~) BPni. F .. 1~~1-1~:•-, m. Phoebe A. 
McCormick. Had one ehild, yiz., (742) 
'iYilliarn, m. and lives at Topeka, Kan. 

(340) Da Yid, JR34-1866, ,nnt to Cali
fornia early in life, and after a number 
of years returned to Reading --·ith a 
conciderable amount of gold. But his 
ro,·ing nature did not permit him to 
Jiye long in the quietude of his home, 
and he soon after left for Texas, where 
he was as!"assinated. Of the causes that 
led to his death no particulars were re
ceived. 

(341) Catharine, 1836, m. George W. 
Smith, 1826-1875. She had nine children, 
viz., (743) Harry, (744) Preston, (745) 
Annie, (746) Ida, m. Mr. Noll, (746%) 



Aliee, (74'i) Howard, (~4i½) Ella, (i4g) 
Clara, ffi; Wilson .\I11ler, and (749) 
Stewart. _ 

1 
~ . 

· '\if4~J ·Aaron, 1838-18,2, m . .\ ary "'ehris. 
He lived at Lebanon, Pa., and had two 
children, (750) .\Iary J., m . .\Ir. Plantz, 
and (751) Grant Bright. 

(342½) Harrison, 1840, m. Sarah Na~le. 
(31:;) _a\1ichae1, 1S4~. m. Anna J. Ulnch. 

1848. Passenger conductor on the Read
ing & Columbia R. R. He formerly lived 
in Lebanon, but lately removed to 
Reading. Has four children, viz., (752) 
George W., (753) Henry .W, (754) How
ard M., and (755) Charles A., who is a 
Lutheran preacher at Norristown, Pa. 

(:l44) Mary Jane, 1846, m. William P. 
Butz, of Reading. They had two chil
dr.en, (756) .\Iinen·a E., and (757) Ella 
B., m. Elmer Smith. 

(345) Winfield, 1846-1847. 
(346) William Preston, 1847, m. Laura 

Price, of Reading, and had three chil
dren, viz., (758) B. Virginia, (759) Mary 
E., and (760) M. Augusta. 

(347) Ella, 1860, m. Jacob Keller, d. 
Has two children, (,61) \Villiam B., and 
(,62) Florence Virginia, m. Daniel Burk
ha rd. 

(~48) Francis, 1849, m. Kate Evans, 
(349) John, 1854, m. Sallie Smith. Pas
senger eonductor on the Perkiomen rail
road; (350) Rose, 1863-1864, (351) Henry 
August, 1866-18i0, (362) Sarah E., 1S6,, 
m. Edward Gro,·e, (353) Edwin E., 1872. 

Of (112) SAMUEL BRIGHT. 
(354) Michael, 1827, (355) Lavina, 1830. 

(356) Amanda, 1832, (357) William, 1835, 
and (358) Sarah, 1839. 

Of (115) PETER BRIGHT. 
(359) Rachel, 18-1896, (360) Elizabeth, 

(361) Mary, and (362) a son, a captain in 
the Union army. 

Of (121) GEORGE BRIGHT. 
(363) Rev. John A., of Topeka, Kan. 

Had two children, (763) Rev. George, 
18-, and (764) Luther. 

Of (124) SAMUEL BRIGHT. 
(364) Mary Elizabeth, 1844, (365) Sarah 

A .. 1847, (366) Barbara J., 1840, (367) 
James W., 1852. He Is professor ,,f 
English literature in Johns Hopkins 
University at Baltimore (368) Dr. John 
W., 1854, and (368a) Margaret, 1857-185~. 

Of (136) GEORGE HELLER. 
(369) Frederick P., 1834, m. Rose E. 

Snyder. Mr. Heller has carried on a 
lumber yard In Reading for many years. 
He was at cine time a member of the 
City Councils and is at present serving 
as one of the Water Commissioners nf 
the city. He has two children, (765) 
Kate, 1860, m. William A. Huff. and 
(766) Caroline, 1862, m. William K~ssler. 

(370) Joseph F., 1836-1836, (371) James 
Aug., 1837-1864, m. Anna Briner; one 
chlld, viz., (766½) Charles H. Heller, 
1862, who ls a printer and bookbinder. 

(372) Mary Catharine, 1842, (373) 
Francis K., 1844-1862, (374) Charles H., 
184.6-1856, (375) Phlllp K., 1849, m. Has 

two children. (767) Margaret, B., 18,6, 
and (,68) Frederick B., 1882, (376) Em
elie C., 1850, and (377) Rose C. 

Of (lii0) A:.\1ELIA FRICKER. 
(3,8) William, d., m. Amelia Seitzin

ger, (3,9) Sarah, (380) Ellen, m. George 
Ruth, (381) Clara, m. Peter Benson. 

Of (157) GEORGE BRlGHT, 1810 1885. 
(382) Joseph C., 1840, m. Jane L. Ir

win, 1843. Mr. Bright conducts an ex 
tensive hardware store in Reading,with 
a branch store at Pottsville in charge 
of his brother George. Has six childre'1, 
viz., (,69) Hannah L.. 1867, (770) John, 
1869, (771) G. Rowan], 1872. (772) Ed
ward. (773) Harris L., anrl (774) Stanley. 

(383) Emily B., m. George Chambers, 
(384) George L. 

(385) Matilda, lives in Dresden, Ger
many. 

(386) William H., moved to Buffalo. 
N. Y., where he died. 

Of (162) ANN ELIZA GOODHART. 
(387) Frederick, m. Margaret, (38S) 

Reuben B., (389) Alice, m. William Bit
ting, (390) Charlotte, m. Wm. Schwartz. 

(Jf (160) MARIA McDONNELL. 
(391) Ellen, m. Arthur Wells. 
(392) Kate, m. Charles Briner, Ohi•J, 

(393) Daniel. 
Of (169) MICHAEL GRAHAM 

BRIGHT. 
(394) Michael S., m. Sarah Lodge. Ha,J 

t\\o children, (77a) Michael S., m. Mi5S 
Carnahan, and (776) Sarah B. 

(395) Richard J., m. Letitia Smith. He 
wa,ot for many years Sergeant at Arms 
of the United States Senate. He had 
three children, viz., (777) M. Brooke, 
(778) Frank S., and (779) Richard R. 

(396) Rachael, m. J. Haldeman; had 
three children, (780) Jeremiah Graham, 
d., (781) Mary, and (782) Brooke, m. 
Mrs. Beusburg. 

(397) Martha, m. George Griffin and 
had six children, viz., (783) George, (784) 
William, (785) Michael. (786) Mary, 
(787) Martha, and (788) Brooke. 

(398) Hannah, m. J. W. Nichol; had 
five children, viz., (789) Graham B. 

(399) Mary, m. Charles Korbly; ha,l 
three children, viz., (790) Mary. m. S. 
McNutt, (791) Charles, and (792) Wil
liam. 

(400) George, d., m. Lila Morton; had 
four children, viz., (793) Judith, d., m 
Mr. Castle, (794) Hollie. d., (795) Mary. 
m. Mr. La Rue, and (796) M. Richard, m. 
Miss Everhart. 

(401) William, d., m. Mary Francisco; 
had two children, (797) William, d., and 
(798) Sarah, d. 

OF (171) .JESSE D. BRIGHT. 
(402) Jesse J., 1842 m., resides at 

Columbus, o. 
(403) Frances B., 184-., m. Maj. Wm. 

Moss, of Paducah, Ky. 
(404) Georgiana. 
OF (173) GEO. M. BRIGHT. 
(405) Fergerson G., 1843; (406) Jesse 

D., 1844-1874; (407) George A., died 
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young: (408) Adam S., d. young; (409) 
Hannah S., 1848-18,6 m. B. "I.V. Ha,yes; 
(410) DaYid G., 1851, m. Ida Surrall, of 
HancocK, Ky. 

1-llli J-tach2.el A., 1553 m. Edward 
H::t\\·e~; (41~) ::IIinen·a, 18:5~ m. B. ,V. 
1:awf-<: (-IL! ::IIa1·y J., 1858-18i5; (414) 
I-11/l'atio 3- .. 1~130 m. Augu~tus Cald\,·ell. 
uf Loui~Yille. Ky., and (Ho) Mattie B., 
rn. :\Ir. Ha\\·es. 

OF 1173\ THOS. JEFF. BRIGHT. 
r !Jf;) Gec>1·gc' Buliva1·; l417) Jefferson, 

kllkcl at S,.•Yen P;ne;; in the Confederate 
s(-!·\•ic<2: 1..J-l:-::) Corinne; (419) James, and 
(eO) Davicl. 

CJF il76) DTI. DAVID BRIGHT. 
1 l:?1) Dr. Wm. ::II., 18.JS rn. Eugenie 

Allec1, of Hickman. Ky. They had 5 
chi:drrn, C\J;1) L2iia. 1874: (800) Kyle; 
(~ill) Da ,·icl; (Sfl:?J Alien. and (803) Dr. 

'""'· (4211;2) l\Iary, 1850-1872, m. Jos. Hart. 
Hae! " clii•dten. \~0:iJ Ellen lSiO, and 
(~06) Luther 1872. 

(-!:?:?) Juhn B .. 18'50 m. Anna Farris. 
Had l children, (507) 'William: (808) 
Charles: 1800) Fwtune. and (SlO) Frank. 

,-e~ t Elle11 l< .. 1562 m. Ite,•. F. '\Yay
t·tt_·E. Eacl ~ c:i:i!dren, (SllJ )Iargaret, 
ctnr! (Sl~l I~right. 

OF \177) REV. GEORGE BRIGHT. 
1~~4) Samuel G.. 1843-lSH, 14~416) 

:11arv. 1844, (425) Sarah F .. of Oxford, 
Ga.;' (426) George. and (427) .Margaret. 

(IF 11,s) HE\'. J;)HX :\I. BlUc,HT. 
! .;:, ) George. 1s;;8, ( 429) Clara 1859; 

T;lgh•nan, nf Xnrfo!k, ,·a.: (430) James 
T .. 1860: (431) :Mary E., 1863, m. Albert 
s.~rf'g-ginr:. and had :! sons. 

r-':l~) Jnhn. 1,64, (433) Charles 186i, and 
(-!34 > Styles 186Q. 

OF (l;BJ :\L.\J'.C'AHET BO~D. 
(.J:;~,) Sarah. cl. ynung, (436) Geo. F. 

ISJ~-1,s,. ,.,,. 1::ocm1a '\\Tood, moY<'d to 
T<:•xas an•1 hnrl nne son, f813) John. 

OF (l~(i) ~.fJCHAEL BRIGHT. 
1J:J,\ D:·. Da,·\d 1~~0-l's,S. <4~8) Samuel 

G .. 1,u~-1<,q_ and 14:J9J Joseph 1860. 
OF 11,:1) 8;\:'.ll'EL G. BRIGHT. 
,;.Vil l;<>,-rw• ::II.. of Abingdon, Ya., 

(441) Zedekiah: (442) l\laud, and (443) 
:,I ,\:·,,tar·.-1. 

GF' <1-':'.J ELIZABETH T1-'.RNER. 
(444) Jennie. 
Of (194) ::IIARY P. CAMPBELL. 
(445) Julia A., 1830, m. A. W. Russell, 

1825. 
(446) Leonidas C., 1831-1878, m. Mary 

Kennedy, 1831. 
, J 171 Chrisstiana V., 1836, m. Frederick 

L. :!\foore. 1835. They had children. (8141 
Ellen. of "I.Vaishington. D. C., and (81l) 
Dr. vVilliam Moore, of New York city. 

Here ends the Bright family pedigree. 
The first generation comprises the emi
grant Michael Brecht alone. The sec
ond is embraced between Nos. (2) and 
(11) inclusiYe. The third between (12) 
and (:56): the fourth between (57) and 
(195): the fifth between (196) and ( 447), 
and the sixth between (448) and (815). 

In the above are included some ~ 
numbers, owing to accidenta,I omissions. 
names belonging J:o the 4th. 5th and 6th 
generatwn are not inserted for the rea
son that they ha ,·e not been reported. 
Our task closes here. >\'e leave to some 
future family historian to add to the 
list, and if possible make it complete. 

THE BRIGHTS OF BER:-. TOWN -
SHIP. 

Our sketch would be incomplete did 
\\·e not refer to the very considerable 
family of Brights which spread from 
Bern township northwards and west
wards to the limits of the county of 
Berks. and who are still largely repre
s1:nted in the townships of Penn, 
Jrffe>rs,,n. Centre, the Tulpehockens, 
the Heidelbergs, the Berns and Bern
Yilie. Tlwir an('estor was Da,·id Brecht, 
who ,yas a resident of Bern townsh'p 
long before the org-anization of the 
(·uunty in 1'7J~. H\$ nan1e ,,·ill be found 
oP e,·ery PXtant assessment list up to 
the period of his death in 1783. He was 
a IB rp-a ,.,,.,wr of Yaluable lands near 
Be, n,·ille and exerc-ised nn small influ-
0rr•E- an1••11- the p,-•pp'e of his n1:_:-igshbc!r
hond. In 1771 hP \\'as elt:.ete·rl countv 
rnn11nis8ione1· and sf:-'tT<:•d till 1773. i.Yh~;1 
he \\'>1.S SUC'C'Pe(led by I~) ::lfil:hael Brecht 
s,,nior. H,· his \\·ill on tile in the 
I h:>_e:i~ter's offiC'f'. nftel' prn"<•irl.ing- for hi::; 
,•.:ife ~a.rah, he dPYises tn hii;:: c•ri 1v <::'.(in 

Jnhn. his large plan ta tk1n of 500,~a~re~: 
anfl gh·e~ tn eaeh of hi!Z S'c-'\·t:'n daugb-
1 '.i : .. ~r:1:·~:·n1•,.1t, ::;_ tn Phili;, Hin1-
,:,4Jhu1·g-: Elizabeth. rn. to Jarob Con. 
1 ·'!.J: :\fng'dn.lcnn. n1. to Cnn:·ad Rt'ber·; 
<.'atharine. m. tu Philip Filbert: Susan
na. 111. tn Georg-e- GeiRR: Sarah, m. to 
fl:1,·t,1 Bu•·ks. and H:1rb,ira. m. to Peter 
Fi'lw:·t. the sum of £~00, a 1most a fnr
tun<> at that early clay. John Bright 
died in 1S~4. l<'a,·ine- a widow. Anna )[a
ria. anrl ~eyt"C•n chilflrpnJ YiZ.~ Peter. Ja
cob. Da,·id. John. )fa,-~·. m. to DaYid 
Arn, 1<'!: f"B ral1. m. to 'l'homas Fetters, 
and 811sann'l Brig-ht. Da,·id and John 
1110\·i=-0 ~n 0hi". 1-fis son Jac0b. 179~
l s;:;_ 1·emainf'd on pa rt of the land npar 
ne·•n,·;J'p anrl "·as ,Yell known to the 
"Tlt ,JO ,,f n,. !~ F=ket0'!1. Fis ,;;::nn. A1nan
rlnn Brisrht. was elected Treasurer of 
P.erk~ rnJJnt:v seYeral yPars ago, but hag 
sinre di<>d. In a conrersation n·ith him 
relati,•e to hif' a'1CeF<t1·y I found h,, 
could e-n no further hack than his 
"'~an<"~at11er. John Bright. 

},is Da,·irl Brivht. of Rioading. and 
JoJ-,n B,ight. of Bern. occasional!~- Yi~
iterl ear•h other. the inference was that 
tre rp1ation°hip het"·een them t\'as not 
,·0 ry rlistiint. and the nrobability seem
<>rl ,.,,,.,. strnn,,. that David BreC'ht. rf 
P.erp, wh0 died in 1783. was a brother of 
th,, emiarant. Mirhael. 'l'hi!'l iynuld 
,.,,,.ke .T0hH1111Ps BreC'ht. of Schrie!'heim. 
tre'1· ""'""'nn ,rnrestnr. Rut the accl
dentf!l finding of a deed on record In 



Deed Book, vol. 1, in the Recorder's of• 
.flee.·. <la tea .~ pril 1,. 1,'54. in \Yhich David 
Brecht, of Bern township, conveyed Lo 
his brother Hannes a tract of land on 
the Tulpehoc-1,en. sho,,·ed that th,0 fatil. 
er of the parties to the deed was Stc
·Phen. of Lancaster (now Berks) county, 
to whom the Penns con,·eyed the tract 
in li45, that Stephen died in 1746, and 

that it was acquired by his son David 
by proceedings after his death. As the 
Brights of Bern are not descended from 
the immediate ancestor of the emi
grant. they need not be further consid
ered in this connection. 

A.G. GREEN. 
November, 1900. ___ ....,__. __ _ 

CORRECTIONS_ 

Page 15-!64) George Bright. m. Harri<"t 
Franks. 

Page 15-(69) Jacob R Bright, m. Sarah 
A. \Yitman. 

Page 21-(230) :\largaret Lanigan. had 
six children. ,·iz., (521) Sarah 
B., m. Jos. Bruee: (522) Lau1·c. 
:\I.. m. Geori,;e '\Y. '\Yilliam,:; 
(523) Catharine P .. m. Adam H. 
~chme-hl. Esq.: ,:::?-1) Annie: 
( ci:?.,) :\Iar,: :\I.. cl.: (5:?6) Jeron,? 
B .. d. 

Page :!l-<~70) Genrge Bt•r:htt:I. n1. lsr 
Anna O'Dear: had t,Yo chil
dren. < 3,2) \Yilliam L .. m. An. 
net ta Rapp: < 'i,:J) Sarah L .. m. 
Jacob Stimme1 : 111. 2d Ellen 
Sheridan: had three children. 

viz., (5i3a) Charles S., 1858, m. 
Emma Snovel; (573b) Emma, 
1859, m. Grant S. Oaks; (573c) 
Annie Estella, 1861, m. Lewis 
G. Early. 

Page ~2-(603) George B. Markle, (606) 
John Markle. They are both 
coal operators near Hazleton, 
Pa. 

Page ~3-(,307) Annetta Beard; had three 
children, viz., (669) Samuel, 
1840, m. Helen Reed: had foui· 
children. viz., George, William, 
Ella and Emma: (673) Sallie, 
1345, m. Al. Snacken berg: had 
t\\·o children, Minerva, m, E. 
Cuberly, and Annetta, m. 
Frank Hanson; (674) 'William, 
1850, m., divorced. 
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