
ANDERSON. 
DAVIES, 

DIXON, ILL. 

188o. 

WERSLER. 





lreface. 

ln a fonner venture,* somewhat similar to this, I pro·m­
ised to attempt- a. h,·ief historical sketch, if that venture 
met _ with encouragement. I now endeavor to redeem 
my promise ; not because of much encouragement, but 
because it seems a duty. It is to he regretted that some 
one mo: e ahle and with he_tter opportunities ha<l not 
unde1taken tl-:e tnsk. It is one tha.t would require much 
cue and pains nuder the most favorable circumstances; 
for one so far removed from the place where most of the 
events occurred, from existing records and documents, 
from those persons most familia~ with the legends and tra­
ditions of our family-the difficulties are much increased. 

The intelligent man desires to know something of the 
past ; not only of the world ancl of his eouutry, hut also 
of his family. In a country. like our own, -where the 
population is ever changing, ever shifting like the _sands 
upon the seashm·e, it may he often difficult, sometimes 
i1npossible, for a man to tra<'e his genealogy to a remote 
period. 

The information we may gather aml preser,·e, in affairs 
pertaining to our family history, will he found interesting, 
perhaps useful, to those who follow us. It is tme, as some 
of· my young relatives have remarked, that our ancestors 

* f.f!Tl'EKS AKI> Pot:llS, 1880. 
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we,·e not illnstriom,, and that their exploits look rather 
prosy in print. This shoul1l not, howe\"er, be pleaded 
in defense of ignorance. An infinitesimal part of the world 
becomes famm.is. 

Through kindnei;;s of llr. ~- ,,•. Per,u~pac·ker, of rl:il­
adelpl,ia, I_ am mul'h indebted to his w1:1 k on "Pl:r1•11ix­
ville and Yic·inity" for informatic,n in the first three chap­
ters of this sketch. My thankR are due also to .Mr. Quay, 
of Harrisburg, for•a volu1111;, of the "Archives of Pennsyl­
vania" ; to Mr .• T. A. Biddle, of V{illiamsburg, Pa., and 
to Mr. :\Y. C. "'' ersler for information concer:ning the 
Wersler family, and to many otlier friends in Chester Co. 
for old letters, doruments, etr. v\'ithout the liberal sub­
scription and enl'onrag-ement receh-ed from ~Ir. Julius 
B. Anderson, of this place, this wQrk would not have 
been under::.a.kea. Folluwing are the names of others who 
contributed in advance for the work: John Yv., Jer­
ome B., and Charles A. Anderson, .J. A. Biddle, :\-lrs. 
A. M. Rapp, ,v. C., W. L., Milton aml George, Sr., :\Yers­
ler, and .John _Hampton.· 

.J l"l,ll"S A. LLOYD. 

Dixon, DI., January I, 1883. 
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FAMILY HISTORY. 

l 'I I.\1-'TEI: 1. 

.Arrival in AmeTiea.-" /Selling Passage. "-Elopement· antl 
Marriage.-Reconcili1dion.-Buying a Bome.-Oh?frch. 
l'reed. -

I
N the year 1 ;-o; n sailing ,·esS<.'l might lrnxe I.Jeen seen 
plowing its \Tay through the wn.\"'es of the Atlantic, 

.,, tmmrcls the S~l(lres of Amerie~. Among i~s passeu~ers 
,rho W<'J'(' 1!111111! to ~e.<>k thell' fortunes m the NC'w 

\rorlcl m1;. a Sc-otf'h yonth_, hy the nmne of ,Tumes Anderson. 
'l'r1rliti,m say,; that he wa.s p)or. It ,vas th~ custom for 
numy of the poorer elass \Tho came to America at that 
time to C'uter into th<' senice of some one \Tho advanced 
th<' ;, p:isi;ia_g:C' money." au«l hind himself to work for i;:nch 
1ieri;:1111 until the nmmmt of iudebteduess was discharged. 
Thi,. mu• tl'l'lll<'<l " >'('llin,r pm:;:ag-c,.'" nncl Re.ems tn harn been 
llllll"h i11 l"IIJ:!11<'. 
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Tlmro fo-ctl iu Chester YalJey, in ('h('stcr eonuty, 
Pennsylrnnia, at the time of which ,re nrc speaking, a 
Welsh farincr hy the 111une of 'l'homa.~ ,Jerman, It is sa"irl 
also that 110 ,ms a noted Quaker pl'('acher.* Be that ns it 
uuiy, 110 was doubtless fai·mer as ,roll as preacher, an<l 
needed help on his farm, for ,rhen thu ship ,vhich bore 
~-oung Andc1·son t-0 America aITind, wc find Mr. Jerman 
searching among the ne,r-comcm, for a farm hand. It 
happened that he and Anderson struck a bargnin, accord­
ing to the custom mentioned a-bon•, and James Amforson 
hecame ll member of )Ir. J('rman's family. ,Termalt is 
;;aid to ha,ye boeu in conifortahlc cfrcumst1111c•('S, ancl hn-d_. 
what seems to han'! been of_ mor(' importnnc:c to the young 
Scotchman, n d11nghte1·. Shew-as doubtless interesting anrl 
attractive, for Auclcrson smTcnilored his heart to her,_ and 
;.in('<'ecded in ,rinuing hen; in rc,tnm. A clifficulty, however_. 
lll'OS(' : he hnd gained the daughter's ('())1S('llt to hecom(' his 
wife, hut tho father would l.,~- no Inl'ans sanction the rnar­
riage. '.fhe young couple owrcame this ohstnelc hy eloping, 
mu] Miss Elizahc>th ,formant bel'ame the ,rifo of ~James 
.Andcr;:011 . 

. Little.' is kuowu of suhsequc>nt ('rc>nts. 'rlwre was u 
rccoucilintion, hmrnrnr, for in 1 ns. six ~-ear;: ufter Ander­
son's a1Tiral in·Americu, Jemrnn ndrnuco<l n part of tht· 
money with ,rhich .Anderson hought it farm. 'fhis farm 
comprised three lnmclred 1\Ud forty acreR, h('ing in a section 
of oountr_v then considered 1111 nubroken n-ildemess. It 
lies two nnd one-half miles from PhcenixYillc>, n.nd is now in 
-----------------

• Pen11sylvanla Archives, Vol. X, Seco11<l Series. 
+ Hy some other nnthorlt-11!!' it is stat!!d thnt her name w:i~ Margaret. 



the midst of a thickly settled and \l"ealthy country. .Fo1· 
this farm Anderson paid £120 (ahout /WOO}, his father-in­
htw 11,<haneh1g a part of the purchase-money, as l:ieforo 
stated. On the south side of Pickering Creek, . tho young 
eouplc built thcmsclws 1L home. It ,vas not a pretentious 
one, for the honsc was built of logs ancl contained but one 
room, one door aml one \lindow. 'l'o this primitive man­
sion Aude1·son took his young wife, "'here, as far as ,re 
know, they lived a happy life, ,rhile he tilled the soil, and 
heeame prosperon,a. Although his home mi.s an humble 
one, it WW! not among tho 11oorest, since ,re arc told that 
some of tl1e early settlers in this vicinity lh-ed in <>am~ 
The houses were lmilt of log~ and had hut one room un­
less the nC'eessitics of the family r(lqnired tlro. There ,ms 
freqnentl~· but one door, itml windmrs appear to hitYe been 
a. ln:uu·~-. The light wai!' gcnemlly aclmitted through holeM 
hetweN1 the logs. Wh(ln ueeeesary these ,rerc closed. The 
hare grournl constituted tho floor. 'fhe fire places extended 
acmss the enth-e c,ml of the l1onse, antl ·into them large 
log,; ,rnrc thrmrn, which fre1ncntly burner! for sewral days. 
The c-h iumeys were nmdc b~- making it network of \ine;i 
und twigs around four np1ight poles, and plastering the 
inside ,l"ith chi~-. A hole m1s then cnt through the logs in­
to tlw <'hi11111ey. * 

,fumes A1icfo1'i!on wn;; the first. actual resident of whnt 
mu: known us tho " Pickering tract," aml tho first settler in 
,rhat afterwnnl hc<>ame " Schuylkill Tmmship." When he 
mover! into his nc,r hoi1w hi;1 11e11rest neighbor liver! three 

• Annnl~ or Phoonlxvilll' and it~ \"icinity 
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miles amiy; now (1882) there is u thriring eit~· withiu 11 

shorter distance. His deseeucfonts_. hy tho c>klest ;1011 in 
each generntion, continue to hnilcl ancl lh·c> 011 this hmcl. 

Jnmes Anderson's oldest child ,ms thc> first c>l1il<l of 
European pal'C'nts born in this Yiciuity. In churc·h crcecl 
tllC' Andersons wc>ro originally Episc>opalians, and to this 
sect Jnmes Anderson prohnbly belonged. 

Anderson wa.~ the first to iuh'odnc·c garlic into Sclmyl­
kill Tmruship. Following the Smlllish custom of smriu,!! 
it for early pasture fo1· cmrs_. he so,rc.><l it on hi;: form in 
1 'i'30. From his placc> it seatterc\Cl ornr the acljoinin,!! farm,.:, 
He was Supervisor of Higlnm~·s in 1 ;:28. 

An old numher of a new8p1tpe1· pnhfo,hed in Pem1;,vl~ 
v1111in imy,.:: 

,; The posterity of Jame;; .Auder.;1011 remain \"rith u,;, 
though many ham· emigrate:l wcitmir<l.''* 

*••The Jeftel'!lon\an," I believe, published in West Chester. I lmve 
been unable to aacertain the number or children James Ande1·son had 
nor the date of his death. I was inrormed tbat there was on record at 
West Chester a· will by his wife's lather, Thomas ,Je1·man, but I bad no 
opportunity to search for It or exn.mlne.lt. • 



PATRTf'K s\Nl>ERSON, 

P.\TRTC'K AXOF.R!!O:N. 

Fi'fst chilcl born of European parents in Bchuylkill Town­
ship.-Builds a mill on Pickering Oreela.-Ben the d.arkey. 
-Bas three ?JJiues.-His romamic meeting ?JJith. .Ann 
Raton.-Oommiasioned Oapt,,,in in the Revolutionary 
War.-Ransacking of the homestead by th.e Britiah.­
Rervice in the army.-ls electecl tn the ~ssem_'1l11.-Death. 

· 1A'flUCK ANDERSON. the oldest son of J:tmes 
i.' • Anderson, ,ms horn July 24, 1710. Although little 

is knmm of l1iR childhood and youth, the ncth-e 
-\J.. part which he took . in the stirring times of the 
Rernlutionary. War en:tbles us to gather from public rec­
orcls and other som·c.cs some fo,cts of his later history. 

As intimated in the procecli.ug chapter, Patrick Ander­
s Ju was the first child bol'll of European parents in that 
vic-init_,·. On the death of his father he inherited the 
homesteuil,* and during the ReYolutionary War ,rns the 

• The old Amlerson homestead Is within about two miles of the fam­
ous Valley For~e- The1·e are many or these Iron works in Pennsylvania, 
cal•ed ·· rorge'I." This one was situated In Great.Valley. hence its name 
"V:\IIPY Forge." made hl!!IOl'iC hy Washh1gton's tenlblP winter there 
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head of a family. In 17"35 he !milt a mill on his fnrm 
on Pickering ('reek, this heing the third built in Schuylkill 
'fownship. · 

Conecrning his domestic affairs little\· is knmm. He 
mrned one of the few sla,·e.s then existing in Chester Coun­
ty. This ,vas an old darkey called "Ben." Patrick m1s 
married three times. Concerning his first two \Tfres noth­
ing is nmr known. The name <"•f the last ,rifo m"8 Ann 
Baton. .As the manner of their acquaintance and the 
suhsequent results wero ((Hite romantic~ they may be worth 
relating. 

Aun Baton was a young llldy ,rho had come into the 
neighborhood to teach school. On one oe.casion she fell 
into n stream, probably Pickering Creek; and Patrick l)('i11g 
near, or attN,cted by her cries, he caml' g11llantly to her 
rescue. 'fhe result was a nmtnnl attaehmeut, ending in 
love. As they desired to keep their communications seeret, 
they agreed that a hollmr tree ,rhieh stood near tuc old 
lJ"nion Sehoolhomie should serre as a }X>Stoffice. In this 
Patrick :fixerl a shelf, and thither they went to deposit or 
take :nrny their Jotters. Their secret ,vas kept to thom-
11ekes for a time, but some rogui~h boys in the ueighhor­
huocl* cliseovered their rustic, postoffice, abstraeted the let­
ters they found therein, informed themselves 1\S to their 
contents and replttccd them. The secret of Patrick and 
Aun thus became kumrn. They wl're suhseqnontly married 
nncl had offspring. Anderson had c,hildren hy his fornlC'r 
wire,-. 

• said to be the sons of ,lelldy and Ruth Griffy. the lattt>I' haif ~ister 
to Hezekiah navis. 
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While in his youth, Patrick wu.'l sent to Philadelphia to 
be educated. On his return he taught a school in a room 

· of his father's house, ,vhich had by this time, doubtless, 
been enlarged. He is thought to have been the first 
school teacher in Schuylkill Township .. hi 1753 he became 
o\"er8eer of the poor. 

011 January 17, 1';70, n petition ,ras presented to the 
,.\ssembly of Peum,ylvania, by one Myrick Da,is, of Chester 
County, who was , then imprisonetl for debt, and lying 
in one of the jails of Philadelphia. Iu relation to his con­
tinement and petition we finrl the following entry in the 
mim'ttes of the Assembly: 

" Febmary 1st, 1770, A Petition from Patrick Ander- • 
son, of the 'l'mmship of Charlestown, in the County of 
Chester, against the release of }lyrick Dmis. from imprison­
ment in the goal of this c-it~·. was presented to the Honse 
and read." 

In 1 i'74 Patrick sold a farm to Matthias Pennypa("ker, 
1lunhtless a part of the three lmudred and forty acre tract 
mentionecl in the preooding c-hapter, also the mill \fhich lw 
had built in 1735. 

We will uow turn onr attention to the life of Patrick 
Anderson as he figured in the Rernlutionary War. It ii-i 
stated that he ,nts iu servfoe during the French and Indian 
mu-,* hnt no fads hnve been c-ollected as to the part he 
tnok. · 

'l'hc quarrel ,rith Eughmd gl'Owing more determined, 
the C'oloufal Congress. in order to provide against future 
difficulties, passccl a resolution in Oc:tohcr, 1714, prohibiting 

• Penn~ylvanla Ari,hives. Vol X .• Jl. ll2R. Second !leries. 
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the importation of 1tll 1trticles from Engl11111I ,mhjeet to 
ta.,:ation. Iu order to carry this prmisiou into effect, the 
,Assembly also prmided for the elect.ion of a '-Committee of 
Safety" for each county, ,rhose dnty it mu,; to enforce the 
observances of the prohibitory memmres, and to protec-t the 
Continental interests in their respcctire counties. Pntric-k 
Anderson wa.s elected a. memher of the ronuuittc-r for 
Chester Comity. Of this committee, Anthony Wayne, nftcr­
,rnrcls know-n as'" Mad Anthony," ,ras 11ppoi11terl chairman. 
ancl Francis Johnson, sceretar,\·. 

The Committee of Safety hndng suggested to thr 
Assemhl~· of Fehmary 20, 177G, the necessity of strength­
ening their defensr, acting on the committee's !'lt1ggm1t­
ion, on }larch 5, the Honse rcsohecl to le,·y unrl take into 
pay fifteen hnudren incn. The prerionsl,\· l'i<timntc>d ex­
pense mis £64. 78!l His. Pennsylrn,uia cm·renr~·, nr $17:~. t;·t. 
One thonsantl of the ledes ,rns to he clhidecl into two hnt­
talions ·of riflemen, fin• hundred e1teh. the remainder to bC' 
n bnttnlion of ·mn;iketry. Ju )-fareh_. l ~'76. fonr mouths 
hefore tlw signing of the Declaration of luclcpeuden<'C'. a 
c·aptain'~ c·omm:isfliou wail sent to Put1·ick Anderson. a\1-
thongh then fift,·-scrnn ~-cars of age, he necepteil it, nml iu 
u fmr dn~·s misccf a company_. ,rhich ,rith se\'ei1 othrrs ml'.: 
formocl into the rnuskC'try battalion rnentioneJ nhow. n11-
1lC"r tllC' c·ommmul of ( 'ol. Srmnnl ,T. Atlee>.* 

-----------·-- .. ----· ·- .. ---··-- ---·---· ··-------"-·-- -------
" Atlee's name ncei.11·s in som11 old letters in my po••es.~1011. At !leVt'II• 

teen ypa.rs of age he was Clllllmissinned captain ill li56; •erved In the 
Forbes camp_algn in 17/iS. aud was a membel' or the Assembly and of Co11-
1tress. Ju 1786 tu, wa.~ seized with a pal'oxism of la111?hing ruptured a 
bloodvl'ssel, anti expired_~oon 11fte1·wa1·ds. He is buried__tn Ctu:ist Chmch, 
l'lnlndelpllia, near the dool', 
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Anderson's co01pm1y, with Atlee's battalion, and the 
two battalions of riflemen, joined General Mercer's forces 
at Amboy. Anderson arrived on the beach at Amboy on 
July 21st. 'fhe battalion was ordered· to New York on 
August 11th. On the 12th they were brigaded with· the 
. regiment of Glornr and Smallwood, under the command of 
Brigadier Lord Sterling. All of . Anderson's serdces during 
the ,var ,l"ere with the musketry battalion.* 

. According to the return of the muster master, Ludovic 
Sposgell, Anderson's company, on the first of July; 1776, 
nnm berecl 511 men. t 

W'itshiugton, fearing nn nttack on New York, and 
needing all tho troops that could be obtained for the an­
ticipate::! engagement, this battalion was hurried forward 
in whnt must ha,·e been n very incomplete state of prepar­
ution. On the 2nd of August, Ool. Atlee ,n-ote from the 
camp at Perth Amboy, to the Committee of Safety, that 
1111mber.i of the soldiers were without either shirt, bree.:ihes 
or stockings ; that they could not be kept clean, and yery 
jnstly complninecl, of tho want of necessari~ Were it 
not that they were in the face of the enemy, he would con­
sider it 11.11 net of cruelty tH com1.1el. them to perform on 
duty. He nske~l for at least 500 pairs of stockings and 
shirt!!, nml 100 pairs of leather breeches. Au appropria-

*For fuller accounts ol p,Lrts ta.ken by these three battallona 11ee Penn• 
Rylvanla A1cblves Vol. V. First tlerles, p 21, Vol. I., p. 512, and Vol X .. 
p. 193, Second Serles. 

t There are ll(Cy given, including all subordinate officers. in a list given 
on page :!39. Archives Pennsylvania. Vol. x., Second Serles. 1C Is amosl11g 
to notlce that only one name Robert Brink. Is glYan undei· the heading 
"Dl'UIII and llfe ' 
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tio1i of £250 ,ras made on the 7th for that pur1xise, bi1t the 
supplies were not received. On the 4th Col. Atlee ,note· 
again, urging their need of clothing, and sa}ing that his 
battalion ,vottlcl march that afternoon or next morning to 
join Geu. Washington, hut in a most disgraceful condition• 
Three. battalions, including Atlee's, were formed into a 
regiment under command of Col. Snmuel Miles, and m~rc 
stationed, in arranging the lines for the battle of Long 
Island, at Flat Bush. In the disastrous engagement that 
ensued, on the 27th of August they occupied au apple 
orchard, upon the front, and suffered sererely. 8etcru.l of 
Anderson's company ,rnre killed. One sergeant and nine 
prirntes ,,ere missing, and he himself escaped nt the last 
moment, tlii·ough the timely assistanc-c of a friend. His 
neighbor and intimate associate, Dlwill . P1uTy, wns killed 
at his side. Jt is said that the loss of his friend so cnmgecl 
him that it was with difficulty that he could he ,"l"ithdrawn 
from the field. Col. Miles and Col. Atlee ''"ere_ capttu-ed 
by the enemy, and the command of the regiment dernh-ed 
upon Col. Daniel Brodhe~ll,. of the second battalion. 

In an official account of th<' hnttfo. dnt<'ll the ,Jth of 
September, he 1mys : 

"'rhe. men bebarnd well, ernn when the> en<>m,· w<>r<' 
in their rear, until a New England regiment, in the 1~treut, 
ran through their lines aud created some confusion. 'l'wic<> 
they con1pelled the IQO to retire. ){any regiments ,rnre 
not engaged at aH. and less generalship had nerer hec>n 
shmm· in any nrmy since. the nrt of ,-rnr ,-ras understood. 
The men were becoming· rery sickly for ,rnnt of clothing 
nrnl hlnnkc>t;i." 
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On September t2ucl Anderson wrote to Benjamin 
Franklin ns follows: 

CAllP ABOVE K1:s-G'il BRIDOE. Sept. 22ncl, 17';'6. 
Hox01umSm: 

lly Zeal for the Great Cause t•nll the Difficulties 
I barn lately Encom1tered, together with our present shat­
tered coutlition, and my want of lnstn1ctions, from the 
llouorahle Oom-ention, or Council. over which y1111 preside, 
Relative to my future conduct, Obliges me to trouble your· 
Honor w·ith the follmviug acco11,1ts aud Requests, and there­
fore shall submit the following . particulars for- your con­
sideration : 

Immeditttely after our defl•at on Long Island, the emu­
mantl of the musketry Battalion Dernh-ed on me, I found 
the uumbe1· of men remaining fit for Duty, t,o be about 
200, hut the most of their Baggage, and some Enm of their 
arms and acQouti-cments Lost, and having no field officers 
left, applyetl to Lt. Col. Broadhead for his advice and assist­
mwe, soou after· he informed me the General ordered hin1 
b1 aui1ex: our Battalion to the Rifle Regiment, which I at 
that time Ovmplyed lYith, exiiecting of fnrther Instruct­
ions from the OmlYcntion or Council of Safety, as Colonel 
Broadhead ,rrote you concerning it. Want of Necessaries 
smrnroo the mens minds. Deficiencies in theil' Stipulated 
rations hath increasecl it, and neglect of punctual pay't. of 
their pa~- hath cansecl the Meeting ancl Desert in Great 
11m11beI"s, with arms nml. so that there is nm~ only scarce 
Eighty-three .Remaining, and they still think if the.v are 
taken prisomn'il, they will uot be exchangecl ,rhile any 
)ll'i:'lonc>r~from fhr0out.inentnl arm~· iR in the Enemy's handR. 
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2. 'fhe forgoing ,rill .necess1u-ily show onr pm;;eut 
condition. 

3.. Yorn- Honor will hereby perceirn that the utmost 
Exertions are neeossary to bring the men to their Dnty. 
'fherefore, I, with Col. Broa.dheltd's permission, have sent 
Lient. Larry after the Deserters, he being a gentleman in 
whom I can :fnlly confido, both f01· his ability and faithful­
ness, and ,l"ho from his knowledge of .Military Duties, and 
of the state of our troops, and haYing been Continually 

• acth-e in all our mo,;ements, can fully inform your Honor 
of e,·ery particular you may think proper. to enquire after. 
Also Captain Dehu:ff will further inform yon on his arrinil. 

I ,l"onld thereforo wish t,o know what further orders 
yon 1mty thihk proper to Issue, and shall cheerfully obey, 
and if you see cnnse to recmit tho Battalion_, Shall Rocom­
· mend several for promotion, of '"hose Good behayior aml 
Courage I ha.Ye 1111donbted proof, Both in Long Island and 
cl.icwhere. 

I nm Honorod 8h-, _vour most obedient Sen't._. 
PATRICK ANDERSON., Capt. P. H. M, 

to the Honorable Benjamin Franklin. President of tho 
Comention of the State of Pennsylrnnia, at Philltdelphitt." 

• The fears entertained by the men in regard to ex­
change, were occasioned by tho fact that they w-ore nuder 
the pay and subject to the control of the Produce ancl not 
of the Continental· Congress. For a long time after the 
battle of Long Island the regiment was in a YCr)· grElat 
con:fnsion. There ·,re1-e companies ,rithout captains, aml 
captains without commands, so small that a sergeant could 
have taken ch_argp of them. · Clothing whiC'h had hren 
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sent to them had by mistake been opened and distributed 
to other soldiers. 

On the 24th of October, by order of tl10 Committee of 
Safety, the three Battalions were consolidated, fo1·med into 
ten companies, and the command of the third company . 
gh-en to Patrick Anderson. The regiment ,vas retained 
in the pay of the State. From a report to the Council 
on the 12th of }larch, 1777, ft ,vould appear that Patrick 
Anderson was the ranking Penu!!yh-ania Captain· in the 
Continental Army. Late iJ1 that year, hO\verer, or early in 
1778, he became ill, and was compelled to resign. On his 
retuni home he was elected to the Assembly, from Chester• 
County, i11 1178, and "'as re-elected in 1779, 1780and 1781. 

Soon after the battle of Brandywine, which occurred 
on 8optember 11th, 1~·77, and the noise of which could be· 
he,U'll in tho riciuity of Patlick Anderson's residence, a 
1mmber of troops belonging· to the lJritish army, entered 
Schuylkill 'l'mn1ship, Chester Oonnty. This squad was . 
fourteen thousand strong, and encamped along NU:tt's 
Road, from Fountain Inn, to Flatlanrl Ford. A part of the 
troops ,rere · Hessians under the command of General 
KnyphansC'n, ,rhose headquarters were at the house of 
Frederick Huzzard. 'rhis house stood midway bet\reeu the 
('ome.r 8tores nnd a small patch of timber, now. known as 
the ;, )!orris Woods." 

Ail ,;oon ni'I the troops "'ere ordered to break rauks and 
go into emup, they eommenced their depredations in the 
neighhorhood. 'rhe residence of Patrick Anderson ,vaa 
not. far from the camp, and of course did not escape 
mole;.tntiou. The family. hmreYer, had been informed of 
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tile upprom.·11 of t.lw soldiers n11d had left. tho promises. 
Before going they had secreted as many things of mluo as 
possible, hoping they w·onlcl uot he found. Such articles as 
bedding and ciothing ,rere packed mmy, and locked np in 
bme.au clrmtcrs, and the house al.mndoned. Tl:e British 
knew that Ande1"8on was a,ray, and in the Amcirican army: 
nnd without fear of interruption, they forced an entrance 
into the chrelling and destroyed· eYerything within. It is 
said they forcecl the loeks of the bureau drmrers by thrust­
ing their bayonets through tlie keyholes. The>)· then help- . 
cd themselYes to the contents. The fm'nitm·c, which had 
been left in good condition, ,rns bi"oken np und nsecl fo1• 
fuel. }lin·ors and pictures ,re.re cla8lml n1xm the floor ancl 
trampled to. picce8. To the general ruin of rrc>ryt hing 
they could lay hands upon there ,vas one rather remarkable 
exception; n picture of Oeoi-ge Wnshiugton hml beC'n left 
hanging hi its place on the mill. this \nL'! left unmolested. 
Perhaps their respect for that brarn, goo(l rnnu. though 1m 
enemy, restrainecl them from faying \'iofont ·1mrnls on ernn 
Jiis pictnre. 'l'he ci1ttle and shCC'p were shrng-htC're1l. the 
meat salted, and preparc>~l for trausportntiou to fC'e(l the 
British troop!!.* 

In 1 ';61 th<> .\sscmhly of Pc>uusylrnnia np1xiintC''.l a 
Board of ConunissionC'rs from among th<' resiilC'uts nlonp: 
the 8clmylkill Hirer. whose dut,r it was to "dean." "':'<Conr," 
and make> that riwr 1111,·igable, by making dams of loose 
stones nt Yarions plac-es. Some of th(';<C' clams 1rn1~· yet J,o 

* The handling of the meat wa.~ dune in the parlor Thtl blno,I stains 
.,011111 be "tlen upon t,he l>ilal'1l~ when th" house was mo\"etl i111R42. 
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seen. Among the commissioners between 1773 and 1774, 
were Patrick Anderson u.nd Abraham Lincoln,. one. of the 
family from whom descended the martyred President; 

Among the minutes of the Asse1i1bly of the same st.ate 
is fonucl the follO\nng entry: 

" At an election held agreed to hur on the second 
'fuesdny of October in the year 1778, at Catham and the 
Red Liou Districts, for representatives and county officers, 
fur the County of Oliester, for the ensuing year. h11Ye elect­
C'tl the following gentlemen : 

John :Fnltou, 3~T> rntes. Plltrick Audcrsou, 342 rnt-e;;. 
,John C'nlbnrtuu, 341 " Stephen Cochran. H3!l " 
,Jos. F. Garcliner. 337 ,John F1emmin, :Uo " 

Esquires." 
After this follmrs the C'Ct'titicntc of the judges of elect­

ion. stating " these gentlcmo1il's namcij here mentiouell to 
hC' the highest in rntc.'' 

Iu the minutes of the Supreme Ex:ecuti\"l.1 Council. 
mulcr elate of 1770 is the following eutry: 

".A lC'ttcr from P. Anclcrsou, of the 27th inst .. reprc­
>1cnting that the C'lection of officers in the militia lutre been 
held in Clwst.er C'mmty. Xo rntcr;; who hare not tnkon the 
tc~t. and returns of said electio.u l>y Col. <.¾ronow. uud cn­
flllire iuto aforel!ai<l ehnrge." 

On Fehrunry rnth. 1~'7!l. Anderson rnted ngniust a 
hill provicliug for the aholi,ihing of ~larnry from the State 
of Pcunsylrnnia. He also rnted n.gninst the publication for 
consideration of a fnrther gradual abolition of slawry. He 
mi;: 011(' of ei::rht mting: n_g-aim•t it. 
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Patrick .Anderson died iu liarch, 110:J, in the seventy­
fourth year of llis 1tge.* 

It was stated in the beginning of this chapter that 
nothing is known of Patrick Anderson's first two ,rh-cs. It 
should mther ham been stated that there is no information 
concerning them among the writer's notes, and that lic 
,ras unable to gain any information in regard to them. 
There may be facts knO\Vll t-0 others that the author did 
uot learn. 

• see appendix A. 
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( 'lBJ>TEJl UL 

Builds first lime kiln.-Becomes dispatch rider for Waslii,zq. 
ton.-His na"ative of arm.'!J lif'e.-lselected, to the .. bsem­
bl'IJ and to <Jongresa.-His death. 

~,S.\.AC ANDERSON ,ras the sou of Patrick Anderson, 
,.~ described in the foregoing chapter. He ,ras born 
; on Pickering Creek, ou the 23rd of Novemb~r, 1760. 
~ lie was six feet four inches high, aud is said to harn 

possesserl great physical, as ,rell as intellectu1tl strength. 
Little is recorded of his domestic rehttions, thonirh it is saicl 
he ,ms somewhat nwrose. in clit1positio11: 

fanac Auclcrson 1n1,.-, oue of the first to iutrochwe Lom-
1111.rd~- poplars into 8clmylkill Township, and lmilt the. fir~t 
lime kiln. .:\mong the early duties of hii! pnhlic life, ,rhile 
~-N a mrr<' ~-outh. mJ~ thnt of <•llJT~·ing rli;;p1tfrlw;1 lwt\rPe11 



the hemlqnart.crs of the army nmfor Washiugton at \'alley 
Forge and Congress, then i11 session at York. 

The follmdng is quoted from an article on Charlestmm 
Township. ""11tteu b~· Isaac .Anderson in 1802 :* 

"During the Ilernlntionary mu, W.•neral Howe ,rith 
his army paid Charles Towllilhip a Yisit. After the hnttle 
of Bmncly,riue, (kuoml W nshington retrente1l towards 
·Philadelphia, hnt iu a few days retnrued with his m·m~· ti> 
meet the British. Washington marched on the Lan easter 
road. passing tllC' si:rn of the .Admirall Warren 1lnring a 
1lnrk and rloncl_r night, and forme1l hi~ army aero;;;; the 
Hrea.t Valley. about n mile west of Warren 'raYern, offering 
h,lttle to the> Britii'h. · . The writer of this headed a small 
n1ln11tecr company of militia from ('lrnrle;:tmn1. and lay in 
the> taYcr11 of the Wan·en dmiug Washington',; urnrch. 
Through the ,fork iu the mornii1,!(, the C'harlestmrn militiit 
took their station on the left of the nrm~· in the> :-lonth 
\"alley Ifill. A fe,r muskets wer<.> fired in atlrnnce of us, 
and presently u friemll~- Inclinn <·mu<' iu. It ,ni,., not lute 
in the morning- ,rhon it hegnu to min_. and :,0011 ponrccl 
11mm n mo1<t. copiom, .:i1ow{'l'. It ,rni' ,mid that the> 
1im1111111ition had heen mnch 1lmnage!l in c·11111<P1JllCncc-. 
The a.rm~· filecl off on the ro:1d leading to the> h-on m,rk11 
in the Xortlnrl.,-.t of f'h~ter ('onntr, throngh the> towm;hip 
np the Wandy Hill. 'l'hc- British mowd dmrn the rnlley 
into Jlontgomer~· C'onuty_. thei1 tnrne1l their C'ouri;c> west­
warcl. c•ros;:in,!! )fonnt ,To~- nt Yallc-_v Forgl'. awl enc-1m1pr<l 

------------------ ----· --- ----- -----------
" l"ot.ter's ·• A111erlr.1rn l\Innthly" for .la1111ary, 187,i, publi$llecl in 

PhilmtPll)hla. 



iu Charles 'rowuship. General Hmre ha.cl his head.quarters 
in the house now belonging to the heirs of Samuel Roasit.er, 
deceased, ,rhere he lay bvo or three mghts, the men plun­
dering tln;ough the neighborhood. The actiYe Whigs 
genemlly moYecl off with IL wagon-load of goocls. All that 
was left behind ,,-as taken hy the enemy. . Om,-s, sheep, 
hogs ancl poultry were taken or drh-en off. 

"There was at that tiii1e lL magaziu(:\ of cannon balls at 
Y alley 1:iorge ; and · a large mun IJer of barrels. of flour. 
'rhe enemy took ,rhat suitecl them, iuYited the neighbors 
to ,,-hut they could tnkc•. the1i. i!et tire to all the buildings 
belonging to the Yalley Foi·ge. which. ,,-ith theh- contents,. 
were reduced to nshe;i. While Oen. Howe lay here,. a party 
,vas sent. into Pikeland Township. and burned a pretty ex­
tensirn pmnler ,mrk,;; belonging t~> Congress. ('rhis is the 
mocle ,re cxpre~,;erl publie 1n;operty. h~· saying it helonged 
to ( 'ongress.)" 

. Before the lkitish fon·ON had seized and occupied 
Phil11delphia. Congress r01mweil the seat of gO\'ermuent 
from that city to York, 1Lnd the Council of Safety ,rith­
dre,r to Laneuster. Xecessary communication betw'een 
these two places and the army at Valley Forge was main­
tained b~· express riders who tmYeled het\reen these 1ioints 
on borsclmek. Aici hefore mentionad, Isaae Auclersou wn11 
one of these express riders. He w-mi f.requently eutrnstell 
,rith import.ant clifiputchcs by Wnshington. eorn111nmler in 
chil'f of the ..\.meri~au Army. 

In the year 1801, Charle8 'fownship wus largely Dem­
oc1·atic•. a.ml Isaac heiug au nrdent ,Jeffersonian, that party 
C'lertC'rl him to th<' Ai;:~m hi~- of Pf'nnR~:lnrnin. He was 
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elected tu Congress iu 1803, ,;t.•rring nutil rno;, .lh• wa,: a 
presidential elector in tho ~lonroo c-nmpnigu. nlHl · ur 
one tinie his name was prominently mcutioul•tl al< c:11mlitlatt' 
for governor. Prior to his going into the _,\;.:~cluhly h(• h111l 
been elected a justice of tho peal'C. 1 k -rntf't l for )Io11 rot• 
in 1816. 

While in tho legislature in l~Ot. lw wrot<• to :\lajor E. 
Howell, }larch Gth_. as follow;:: 

"I am happy to inform yon that thl'l'C' .i~ a eo11,:idt>1·:1-
ble portion of the legislature pious C'hri,,:tia11;:. of diff(•rt•nt 
Denorninations. 80011 after I arrirn1l a J'resliyt.eria11 Eldt•r 
from Fayette County imited me to tnkc lodg-ing,; ,rith him. 
as he has sincr told me, purcl,\· 1m ac·t•onnt of reli,t.r:io11. I 
accordingly_ morntl and abide ,dth him in nnwh fri(•11d,;hip. 
together ,·dth a11othe1; gei1tlemun of ;oaicl l'hnn·h. It h11,: 
been renrnrkecl that there is a;; little nmmlity in thi,; lfonsl' 
of ~\ssemhh- n.s has been known. :Xot,rith;;hmdiug. nm 
nutj·. he snr~_. Christim1it,,· admit;; room for thr hC';,r'° of 11;.: 

to nmentl 1mil a diiyly m•ce;:~ity for tho ewrc·ii'f' of all thl• 
grace we haw gotteu." 

The Congrcsse.~ in ,rhiC"h he senetl ,rerc tho Eighth al)(l 
:Xinth, (1803 to 1807) during the presi<lcnc-y of ,ietferson. 
The principal snhjoct;i uf interest to the ('nnntr:'· 1rhiC"h 
were tliscnssed chtr:ing _ Amle1·son's congressional life, wr-n• 
the negotiations ,dth France for the pnrc-ha~o of l..ouisin11a : 
tJ1e negotiations Ul)(l ,liffirnlties with ~pain in roganl t·o 
'Flo1ida; .tho war with the Barham StatPS: the attC'mpt of 
Aaron Buri· to e;;tahlish an C'rnpire in_ thC' 8011tlnrn-t. He 
ga,·e the A<lmini;:tration nn<l nll it;: 111rnilnr1•;. hi,.: utmost 
,.:npp111•t. 
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Ou the 18th of .Tanm11·y, 1805, a resolution ,ras offered 
in the House, diiclaring that all blacks born in the District 
of t'olnmbia, after the Fourth of Jnlr, 1805, should be 
free. 'l'he resolution was lOBt, 31 to 1 "7. The list of 
·' ayes ., is headed by the name uf Isaa-c Anderson. On the 
t.>.nd of ,Jnntrnry, 1806. he rnted in faxor of le,·ying a duty 
of ,10 on CYCry slarn imported after that elate; and on the 
8th of ,January, 1807, he voted in favor of a hill to prohibit 
thti importation of slaw,a. after the !H;,t of Uecemher of 
that year.* _ 

On the !lth of r'ehrmn·y. 1 NO:. Hzekiel Hmrell wrote 
to Isanc Anderson as follow;; : 

,; I nm happy to hear of the harmony that subsists in 
C'ougre:a:~ the present ;,pf';,iou. but I nm· ;:orry our Chief 
)lagi,atrate ,rn1tld withdra,r him;.:elf from .a Station in 
which lw would. I think. he ;.:npported hy 11 ,:ery Honorable 
}Iajority at a time when our papers Sa}· t.hat we are 
menanC'ed h)· -- nml nu Insurrection by Aaron Bun- in 
ye rnry i1enrt of .re Ui1itecl Sfates. But if the President and 
anrl Hearl of Departments lune defeated his designs, I 
should think it ,·ery proper to continue snch men as can do 
,mch great things, without)'(' help of ye militia_. or a Stand­
ing 1\1-my. Please to communicate to me all you: know (or 
cau comiistantly with ye office you hold.) Respecting Bnrr 
and hi;; party, I harn heard of 8mnthont. aucl the Doctor, 
with others of the part~· heing made prisoners together­
of the takiilg of a number of Boat;; that mire built and 
nnmerl hy Coll. Bnrr,--:-fnrther I know 1iot.'' 

* "Pllrrnixville anti !t;i Ylclnity." 
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Tho following .,·erse bein·s the signature of ;; Ism1{· 
Anderson," but it is not certain that it was the person 
whose history is here ,rritten who wrote it, but the manu­
script beal's eYidences of age, and. indicates that ho mny 
haYe been the writer. It ,ms written concerning au old 
Welshman, Dennis Demsey, who had been 11 soldier in thP 
Rernlutio1iary. He became it mero sot through the use of 
grog. When intoxicated he said that he Juul a " J) ,. for 
Dennis, a "D" for Demsey, and another ,; D" for ,; d11n111a­
tion," because he never expected to get to Hearnn. Uc hall 
always said a soldier should not die in bed.· One time while 
intoxicated be ,ms frozen to death in the snmr. Hence the 
following yerses by Isaac Anderson : 

" Dennis, a lmwe and rnliaut soldier: 
In our Rernlution no one was bolder ; 
To fiiht the British their :Magog and Gog, 
Bnt tell a :Martyr to his farnrite Grog." 

Isa11e .Anderson died in 1838. TlH• follmring is the 
inscription 011 his tombstone : 

" In memory of 1'3aac Anderson, Esq., who dcpartou 
t.his life Oct. 27th, A. n. 1838. Aged ~8 years. 'This 
clay a great man and a Patriarch hath fnllen.' Whare I 
nm there shall also my Sen-ant he.""' 

* See A.pend.Ix B. 
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. rn.n·~ AXmmso~. 

Son of Ure tkird wife.-Is of qriiet di,sposition.-Beoomes a 
tanner by .trade.-Joins the Llmt-.rican .Army. in the War 
oF:J.812.-Adventures at Marcus Book.-Life at "Bcrab­
ble. "-Teaches school aad afterwards "keept store." 

'l' will be. remembered that Pati'ick Anderson had 
three ,\"i.ves. By the third he bad a sou, Julius 

~ A1iclerson. He was a quiet man, and being domestic 
• in his habits. and not taking an active part in public 

life., but little has come clmm to us concerning Jiim. He 
was a tanner by trade, but it is not Iroow:n that he followed 
it exclusiwly for a lh-elihood. At one time he was tax col­
lector arnl often came homo with a large sum of money 
tied up in a cotton handkerchief. For a while he followed 
th<' profe;:;sim1 of tencl1inp:. 
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He jilined the American army in the War of 1812 . 
. \frer-the Bri.fo1h troops had cle.i,tro~·ecl Wn.shingtou, it wits 
feareil that the_,. would make an 11ttempt to enter Philnclel­
phia. 'l'he a\mericaus, to prevent this, made extensire 
prepnrntions. lntrenchments and fortifications were 
thrown up along the> Delmrnre HiYer nml nt other plares. 
~rhe. Coinpa.u~- to whic>h ,Julius Anderson helongerl ,rni­
stationed at :Marcus Hook for sewra-1 ,reeks. Here their 
('aptnin, a man by the name of DaYi~, was taken sick and 
the command was gh-en to Samuel L . .Audersou. Thi;;: 
young 1mui ,ms a Lientenm1t. He and Wesley· Anderson. 
who was a sergeant, were of the family of Amle1·sons who;;p 
history ,re hare been trucing. 'l'he compan~·, as heforc• 
intimated, wa-s under the command of ,Tohn L 1.>uvi;;. 
Xnthing of importance occurred to bring the troop;; into 
nc·tirc fler,·ice.. It ifl snid thnt one Thoma;; Ru;ifliter rPlieve1l 
the monotony of can'lp life . b.,· deliwring mock !'lermous. 
Other means was resorti>d to to pm;;i; t_ime am.1,~·, until the 
alarm opcasioueil hy threatenerl npproac·h of tlie Briti;;h 
;;nhsided, and t.he company retnmeil home; WhilC' in 
<·amp flt-:\'.fa.rcn:-: Hook, ,Tnlin~ Ander:-:on contr1wted a col1l. 
from which he nerer reco,·ered. It tii"1all_,· rf',mlted in cou­
;;mmption, of which disease he died in 18tt. 'l'h<' writer • 
obfainecl a c-opy of the iuwntory of hi;; }1C\I-sonnl efff'r-ts 
from the records of Che;;:te1· Conuty.* 

When ,Jnlins Amler;:011 married, he went to live at a 
1,lacc c·nlletl Scrabble, now Cha.rlestO\rn. 'I'h<' locality 

. .-lerirC'd its nmue from the fact that the cmmtr}· heiug 

• see . .\ Pllf'll(liX I.'. 



rough uud uuproclucth-e, 1icople had 1:1, ' ' hard scrabule " to 
make a living, hence the name "Hard Scrabble/! or for 
hrevity," Scrabble." He married Harriet Davies, second 
r·hild of Hezekiah llaYics, mentioned in the succeeding 
chapt-0r. He lived for a time at West Chester, and moved 
them•(' to ('hu.rles 'fmmship. . Here he carried on the busi-
11ess of tnnning, pre\"ious to going into the war. He taught 
"('hool u while at th(' Pickering Rchoolhonse, and one year 
trn1k tlw c•ens11.<i. · 

Ir is thought that he wus not in the arm:y more than 
three uwuths, His company was under command of Major 
Hartman.* When he returnecl from the war, he lived on a 
farm until his death. It is said that he abandoned his 
tmcfo of tauniug. Thomas Davies came to help carry ou 
the farm ,rnrk, and by this time his eldest son, Jerome, 
,ras able to render assistnnce. The latter was one of the 
pupils of llajor Hartman at Timberton. He rode to 
school on horse-back and hud to start rnry eurl)· in the 
morning in order to arrive .at school in time. 

One clay ,Julius took one of his little daughters, Mary, 
to school for the first time, but she became homesick, began 
to c·r)·. awl her elder sii;ter, Ann. Juul to return l1ome with 
]i('r. 

While nt " Sc,ralJhle," or Chnrlestmrn, a\nclersou kept 
l'ltore. Por n while. it is thought, he mui in partnership 
-----------··-- -----·---·-·----·- -·---- -----·----·---- -

* Majnr Hartmao wM still living when I commenced collectloJ mater• 
lal for this history. I was on the point of calling on him to obsain lofor­
matlon, but concluded to visit a cousin in Stonington llrst. BS 15 was late 
in tl1e season: ·-Supposil)g be •hould die In the meantime.'' I thought, as I 
departed. After an absence of about two weeks, I returned t11 Cheate1· 
co,mty, expectln1 to gei some loterestiog facts from him, but was astou• 
!~lwd tn le11ro that he had died. while I was ab!lent 
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with a man by the name of Bodiey. Ho was afterward in 
partnership ,rith his brother-in-law, Joseph Quay. Quay 
mt.~ somewhat intemperate, and drank considerable rum, 
as shown by an account in an old ledger of their business 
in 1802.* 

• It has thns far been impossible to obtain the date of 
his rn arriage. In the old ledger refeITed to (page 10) 
.is ai1 accow1t for" House Expenses." If it is Mr. Auder­
son';,i account, as it doubtless is, he mu; probably married 
uettr ~hat time. There is also a prm·ious account of Julius 
Anderson extending from April 3rd to :Kovember :22nd, 
1802, total amount 14£, 2s., lld. Tile crc>tlit side of all 
n.ccounti1 in this olcl ledger i;; always marked " Per 
0outra." 

Although :Mr. Anderson himself ,ras a temper11te man, 
Scmbble seems to haYe been a hard place. It is said that 
there ,vn.s a great deal of drinking, carousing and fighting 

· going on. At one of these wild revelries, a fight occurred. 
,Jnlins Auderiaon ,rni3 cal1ed. or appeared npon the :acem'. 
and the turii.1oil censed ut unC'C'. · 

He once burned It kiln of limr nt thi~ pla<·<·.t 1111d 

kept the lime for sale. Ho \flt$ thou for arl rnnt"Nl in t}J(' 

stages of cousumptinn. Ahout this time he st1Lid :over night. 
,rith another of the Anderson families when it was observed 
that he coughed nearly all night. 

He ,ms a man of few words, aml <1nic>t in 1li11po;,itio11. 

• The.old Led~r is in my possession. I obtained it of Milton Wender, 
whose father bad Deen one of the administrators • 

t One•8'atement In my notes is to the, eftect that the kHn was i11 
Cedar Hollow •· 



He had good goveniment in his family, but was rather 
severe. It is said that if the children became too noisy 
while he was reading, a stam1l of his foot on the floor 
stopped the tumult immediately. Although for some time 
pre,ious to his death he had been gradually passing away, 
yet he dropped off suddenly at last. He had been walking 
around just ·a little while before he died. Efforts to find 
his grave were m1Succ81!sful, although he was probably 
buried in the Presbyterian burying ground in Great Yalley. 

Julius Anderson was a great reader, and in his time 
,vas considered well educated. . On the near approach of 
death, he sakl that the greatest desire he had to live was 
that he might educate his children, for an education is 
!!Omethiug that cannot be taken mmy. He left a large 
family, the yomigest, John, being then only 9:bout one year 
old. Amollg his children, HezeJ<lah D. and · Anne resem­
bled him most in character. He died same time in the 
oiirlv nnrt of Anril, 1822. near the hour of midnight. 
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HEZF.10.\H IUYIF.;;, 

lsof WBUIA desoent.-Nathaniel ~.-Letter fromJejferson 
Davies.-Bovi&hpranks of Heulr.i,ak.-Tafa part in the 
Reoolutioru&ry War.-Is oaptu1·ed bv the British, and '8 
ajtef"IDards euhanged.-Blopement 'With .Anne Bohemk;, 
of Long Island.-Is elected.to the .AssembltJ.-Death. 

I AVING now briefly traced the history of the Ander­
son branch of the family down to where a mem her 
of the Davies family en~red it by the marriage of 
Julius Anderson to Harriet Davies, we will go back 

in time and review what is known of the Davies familv. 
Hezekiah Davies was bon1 in Charles Tow1;ship, 

Chester County, Pennsylvania, on Nm·ember 22nd, 1747, · 
and was bapti?.ed, while an infai1t, by the. Rev. Somuel 
Evans. · He "'as the son of Nathaniel and Hannah Davies, 
of the a.hove named tmmRhip and county. As there !lE'emR 
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to be no report of his father's birth, and as Hezekiah was 
accusromed to tell the young folks " how people used to do 
iu Wales," it is probable that he obtained the information 
from hie father. · 'l'he Da;vies .family is of Welsh descent, 
and N athanicl was probably the. first to come to this 
country from Wales. The writer has in hie possession 
letters from Wales, mitten by Philip Davies ; they are 
addreesed to Hezek4th Davies, his uncle. 

It ill a matter of regret that so little is known of 
Nathaniel Davies and his family. That he left near rela­
tives in Wales there is no doubt. Tradition says that he 
}iad a brother who moved to the South in early times, and 
that from·him was descended Jefferson Da,,is, who became 
president cif the Southern Confederacy. DesirollB of ob­
taining the facts in the case, the writer addressed a letter 
to )fr .• Jefferson Da,is in 1879. and. received the following 
reply: 

" BEAFYOU! P. 0., HARRii'!ON C-cl., MISS!. 

,frun,; A. LLoYn, Esq .. 
I am sorry that I ~annot reply to you as positively 

as the purpose of your e11quir,v demands. So far as I 
know, the name of Hezekiah does not appear in the list of 
my father's family. The name of Nathaniel I do vaguely 
recollect to have heard mentioned as being · a relative at 
some remote period. 

· It may be proper to mention that I u-as the youngest 
of a large family, that I mis sent abroad in my boyhood 
for education, that I did not return mitil after I was grown. 
• In the meantime my father had died, that I went immedi-
11tel_v into the U. 8. Army. ,vhere I remained until of mid~ 
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«lie age, so that I have less th11,n the usual opportunity to 
know much of my familys history. 

I regret that I cannot aid you in the efforts ,l'ith which 
I fully sympathise, having learned too lat~ rny mistake iu 
not getting from older members of the family such facts 
as would here enable me satisfactorily to answer your 
iDf(Uir_\'. Uespectfnll~· Yours. · · 

J EFFERso s- Ih ns.'' 

Inasmuch as the writer of the abo\"e professes to know 
hnt little of the history of his family, hut in that little the 
name of "Natlmuiel" appears, it seems that there is either 
some trnth iu the tradition, or a re111arkable co-incidence 
iu miuies. It is true that Jefferson Davis SJ:>elli! the latter 
11art of hi'! nnme without the "e ;" some of th_e descend­
nuts of Nathanieloccasionally ,vrote it in the same man­
ner. und always pronmmce it ns though _spelled ,rithont 
tlw •• e:· 

Fe1r fac-ts ha\"C been preserre1l cone,'(lming the youth 
11-f Hezekiah. While iu later days he see111s to ha re been 
fnll of fnn. in boyhood he was full of mischief, M ,-1hmm 
hy thP following- unecdot(,. 

One snowy night the thresl1ei'S ,rnrc at his father's 
phwe. The proprietor of the threshing machine was also 
the owner of 11- pig, and it was his custom to carry home 
011-ch night for the animal an armful of straw from what­
Pver place he chanced to 1:ie at ,mrk. Young Hezekinh 
obRCned his habit ; he also kne,r that the poor man ,ras 
:-:omewhat deaf, a.ml resolved to ha\'e some fun. Ou the 
wint1·y evPning nhove mentioned. he i1-('eortling-ly conC'Paleil 
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hin:1self \\ith a match in hand, in a f~nce corner whore the 
man passed the hon,;c. He came, presently, with his load 
of straw strapped upon his back. As he p3888d the corner, 
Hezekiah slipped _out, applied the ignited match to the 
hundle, and again concealed himself. The fire had got 
,rell under way before the cracking and the snapping of 
the fl.a1nes attracted the man's attention. On percehing 
what wa-~ done he 1mddeul~- dropped his burden and looked 
inquiringly around. Ile saw no one, bnt evidently kue,v 
who the culprit mt.'!, for he muttered " D-n yon, Hezzy. 
that is some of vom· work." and walked 011. Hezekial1 had 
had his fui1, but· the pig dicl not get stra,r that night. · 

Another prank of later year;; is related as follomi: 
An illiterate Negro_, uamed Cornish, desired to become 

n teuant iu one of Mr. William Latta's teuaut houses, and 
to he more sure of success, asked Hezekiah to write 11-

reeommendation for him. As it happened, Mr. Latta read 
the recommeudation aloud, and both were surprised at 
timling it dose with the <lonhtful compliment, "that 
although Cornish ,ms honest, it_ was necessary for the 
chickens to roost high." 'fhe Negro's name .was John 
Cornish, and it seems he hud 11- failing of robbing hen• 
rom1ti-l. On hearing his character thus set forth. he ex­
elnimed: " I did not think thnt of }fr. Daviei!." 

Heiekiah wai, a mun abont ih-e feet, ten inches high, 
,dth blue, hut rather small, eyes. He reacl 11 great deal, 
and kept himself well informed. Yo1uutarily, he never 
took an acth·e part in politics, although .he took a great 
interest in public affairs. He was a good business man, 
an<l n !'arl<ller h_\· trade. though inf-er('i;iterl rlnring a pa-rt of 
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his life in farming. He ,ms often called upon to act as 
arbitor in difficulties between neighbors, though he· never 
aecepted the position without much urging. He was never 
a very hard worker, and in the latter part of his life took 
matters easily, and walked about 11, great deal ,rith his cane 
and his old white dog, Buff. He generally, in his walks, 
followed. the same route, and even knen• the number of 
steps from one point to anothel'. 

Hezekiah Davis, living during the thrilling times of 
the Revolutionary War, took an active part in it. He was 
for a .time Lieutenant in Colonel Montgomery'!! Regime1it 
of }'lying Camp. One account says he was captured by 
the British· at Fort Washington, Nov. 16, 177'6; another 
m1thority states that he '"as taken at the battle of· Long 
Island. He was held for some time a prisoner on Long 
Mand. While in the hands <>f the British he ,rns quarter­
master, and tis he had to attend somewhat to the supplies 
of the prisoners~ he had greater freedom than the averttge 
soldier. For a while he boarded at the house of a Tory 
family, by the name of Schenck. Nicholas Schei1ek \T'R.S a 
Hollander, and did not believe in the cause for ,vhich the 
Americans fought. He had a daughter, Anne. Davies was 
then about 32 years of age. Oue day, with a hard sub­
stance (it is said with 11 diamond), he scratched his name 
upon the window pane. The young lady after,vards observ­
ing it, wrote under it the \vord "Rebel," to shm'I' her con­
tempt for his cause. It is said that an English officer 
~ing the inscriptions, added the ,rnrd " Devil;' so that it 
now stands, "Hezekiah Davies, Rebel Devil." Follmving 
are other inscriptions, on the same pane, thou/?h not in the 



order of their date: ·• A. .H. i::;chenok, 1807, ~pt. 7," •• J. 
Schenck, 1814," "A. Schenck, 1818," '' S. Schenck, 1821.'"" 

Notwithstanding differences in politics, the t,vo con­
ceived a. tender passion for each other, and as the old 
people ,rnuld not give their consent to the marriage, they 
eloped. The marriage took place on October 29, 1780, at 
Flat Lands, Kings County, Long Island. The ceremony 
wn.~ performed b); the .R8\·. Nepianus (or Mepianus) Van­
sinder. The 8C'henckR are saicl to have he.en ,rnalthy, and 
when young DiH-ies took his hriue to church for the first 
time in her new home, it is related thn.t she ca.used qnit.e a 
!;Cmiittif)u with her silkR and jC\~elr_,-. 

In spei~king of U11ries, n·hilc in the himds of the 
British, n untc copied from au eastern paper of model'll 
date ;my;;, "Lieutenant Hezekiah Dados, of Colonel 
}lontgomery's Regiment, of :rnyiug C1m1p, ,ms eaptured at 
Fort W ashiugton, NoYember 16, 1776, and mts imprisoned 
in New York, He receive.cl from ::\fr. Pintard £64, His, 2d: 
from Jlr. Heatty £14:J, 7s, 4d; 80 week,!' board from :Mr. 
Skinner ; Ji;;.!Q{j from Mr. Adam,;;, and $1,49(; from }Ir. 
Hmdford. He was exchaugccl Decemher 8. 1~80, at Eliim­
bcthtmrn. aud retumetl to his honw iu Chester (~mnty, 
Pa.'" For what purpose thei«• amounts ,rerc rceeirnd IH not 
!<tatecl, perhaps for public, or army distrihutiou. \r hile tL 

pri,;oner he ,rriite the following letter to Lieutenant- Colonel 
'l'homa,;; Bull. of We;;t Nautmil1 ('heRter Count~·. Pennl'ly]­
nmin: 

* This pane or glass is now in the possession or Mrs A M. W1·app, 
of ~chuylk1II. Che~tel' County Pennsylvaula-1881. 
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L.ONG Isi..urn, ;~nd August, U'iO . 
. J)p,ar Oolonel:-

Y ours I received ye 31st of May last (antill 
which time I should a conceived. myself neglected only for 
the confidence I place in You) by ,vhich I am informed of 
vour reliance on Mr. John Potts a.ssistiug me. I wrote to 
i1im upon sight, but as yet received no answer ,vith regard 
of his endeavori1ig ti;> effect me a parole. I ha.ve the satis­
faction of informing you that · I . enjoy n perfect st11te of 

· health, both of body and mind, :for the length of my cap­
thity has made it almost habitual, for wfott seemed a 
hardship at first, is rendered niore easy by patience, and a 
thorough resignation to fate. 

My dear Sir, I cannot form the l~IBt distant hope of 
heing shortly released, but have the pleasure of informing 
yon, that we are well sup11lied. I remain still at the same 
place. Vanderbilt and family are. in health, would be 
desirous of often hearing from you (if opp::irtuuity serrns), 
my compliments to all enquiring friends, whilst I remain 
yom· Friend and II. b. b. e Serv't, 

HEZEKIAH D.\. YU:il. 

N. B. Our. gentlemen retain a competieucy of health. 
I intend this by Lieut. Robinson who is admitteJ out on 
parole." 

On the back of thi'l letter is the follO\ring · note 
nddre.ssed to the same person : 

" CHESTER TowxSHIP, Ang, 7, 1832. 
Dern- mul He:pecf-e.d Si,-:- · 

· The enclosed ,vaa wrote upwarrls of 53 
· yeal'R past and was intended to he Rent h_v Lieut. RohinRon. 
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,vl10 was admitted on parole, but weut soouer than I ex­
pected-the other day examining my pape:rs,. in which I 
found this and a role containing the names of the officers· 
and soldiers belongin~ to our Regt. which may be of service 
to the .Tndgel'l . 

.As the 21st of this month is appointed by the Judges 
for the applicants to meet at West Chester, would be glad 
should your health permit; to meet you there, before we 
fight our last battle· ,rith that ali conquoring death_. who is 
~ure to couquor. 

It therefore behoo,·es us that ,ve be prepared that we 
may hare our bullets in that Bourne ,..-here we would not 
ask a parole. nor ,\'"i.sh to be cxchangell. 

Believe me, Dear Sir, to be with Senim't of Esteem_. 
~ro Col. 'fhomas Bull. H. DAVIES." 

011 the last page ,ms ,vritteu at the first ,vriting 
(1770). 11-· liRt of those who had died 11.ud married. Among 
the latter mu! a list of army officers. Mr. Da'\-;es very 
11r1h:ely aclcls, " aml I ham reason to ,Judge several others 
"'ill follow thefr example." It will be remembered that he 
married }Iiss Anne Schenck the followiilg year. 

Isaac Anderson; in his sketch of Charlestmm Tmn1-
1,hip, 1mys tlrnt Hezekiah Du.rics was made a prisoner iu the 
Bnttlc of Long Island. He took au active part in the_ 
beginning of the 1-;resent century in the polities of the day, 
hcing elected n memher of the General Assembly of Penn'" 
sylvania, in 1803, aml aguin iu 1804-. 

Hewkiah DHies wa.s regular in his habits, but, as ,rus 
cu~tonrnry in those clays, "took his hitters." He ,rnuld 
p:et n qnart n.t l'ltated interYn.hi. and if through liherality 
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to friends, the SUJJply was exhausted, he ,foulcl do without 
until it was time to have the bottle refilled. He chewed 
tobacco, but never smoked. .Au old cane, with a T shaped 
top, cut from the woods, is• now in the possession of }Ir. 
George Wersler. Mr. Wersler says Mr Daries often 
extended his cane and with its top caught him by the neck 
to pull him towards him. With this cane and bushy tailed 
Buff, his old ,rhite dog, he strolled about a good climl in his 
old age. Buff. ahrnys wa:uted to follmr, but on Sunday his 
master wotlld say, "Buff, I am going to church to-day; 
.mu m~t stay at home." Buff would then not attempt to 
fol!Olr. 

It is said that when he chose, his lang11age ,vllS n•ry 
sarcastic and cutting, and that he g-enerally kept himself 
well informed. He was quick ten1pered and passionate; 
He had a great dislike for killing anything. So great was 
his dislike that he sometimes exchanged work with a 
neighbor in order to get him to kill a chicken for him. He 
wns of 11, merry, jovial disposition, and, as we ha,·e seen, 
very fond of pla)ing tricks. Mr. John W. Andersou, ,vheu 
a little hoy, wtts oue of his farnrit.es, aucl was called "Little 
,Jack." When lie came int.o the preRence of :Mr. D1iYies, 
the fatter ,vould exclaim: 

"Who comes there?"' Little Jac-k ,ms taught t,o ~ay, 
"Little Jacky Jingo." · 
"Don't steal all my sheep mf'ay." 
" Yes, I will. I'll steal them one hy one, tHI I get them 

all away."· 
·' Well, don't take the black 011e:· 
"'rhat'R the mie I intend to take. Graud-pnp." anrl then 
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Graudfather Davies would laugh to see how ,vell " Little 
Jacky Jingo " could go through with his part. 

llr. Davies drew a pension, but what amount per year 
has not been nscertained. He ,ras accustomed to go to 
Philudelphfa-to receh-e the money. 

'l'he follO\ving is a document m-itt~n by H. Davies, 
though not signed : 

" 'Lb lite Honorable Ser.:retm·y of Hftr:-
These a.re to certify that I kumv the petitioner, 

}Iichejn Posy, Enlisted in Capt. Jacob Hetherlings .com­
pauy, Chester Co. Flying Camp, Col }fontgomery's Reg. 
Commanded by Lien. Col. Thomas Hull, enlisted about the 
16th of August, 1776-, was taken prisoner Oil the 16th of 
NO\'ember ensuing, was sent out 011 parole about the mid­
dle of January, 177'7; that I ,vas 1L present witness, mid 
·further, J kuo,r not." 

If he ,rns an eye witness to all this it seems highly 
probable that he was taken priso11.er at the sai:ne time. 

Hezekiah's father had an opportunity to take up land 
under the grant (or whatever the usual forri1 was) from 
William Penn, aud lliig11t have taken up good land in the 
Valley, hut he refused it, and took up stony land itmong 
the hills in Charlestmm Township. 

Hezekiah Davies was fond of the beautiful. It is said 
yellow was his farnrite color. If he was sent for calico, he 
,votdcl bring home yellow, its he deemed it the prettiest 
color. Whenever the name of it sttange lady ,ras men­
tioned to hiri1 he· would ask;" Is she handsome?" Once 011 

hearing that a certain woman was to be hung, he said 
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" What a pity! she is so beautiful!" His son Thomas once 
paid iitteutiou to ii young lady whom Mr. D1;1.,ies had never 
seen. He opposed the intimacy of the young people. One 
Sabbath he went to church, and 011 ~tumiug home, g1ne 
au nuimated description of a pretty young lady whom he 
had seen. He was snrprised to find the pe1·son \\"as the one 
he had opposed 11.S tL prospective daughter-in-law. . It is said 
that all l11s objectious rnuished, and he allowed the young 
couple to gv 011 with their courtship. · 

Se.Lr D:mnond Ih:k School-house, in Great Valley, u. 
Welslmmn had built a house before the Hernlutionary war, 
Hczeki1Lh Davies weut to this house to 1t sale at one time 
,rhile young. He rutle 011 a horse behind his uncle. A 
umnher of hooks ,rnre to be sold. The house ,rns built by 
a spring, \\"hich still marks the spot, but mere traces of 
t;ie house remniu. The British soldiers often stopped at 
Dimuornl Hock, 011 their ,ray to and from a hospital they 
had ·at Yellow Springs. It is · said that William Penn 
reinse.l to sell or grnut a part of the laud around Diumoud 
Hock, thiukiug- it might contain rnluable minerals. 

IIer.ekiah not only re:i.d, but wrote a great deal. Ouc 
of the rno~t rnlnnhle 11n11rnsc1ipts has been l(>~t. It was 
.Jent to Ikn:. H )l Patterson,* who was ,rritiug a history of 
the Great Yalle_,- Presbyterian Church. )Ir. Patterson 
i;peaks us follows of this manuscript of )1r. DaYies, in his 
c·lmrch history: 

" I haw met ,rith a )I S. which was ,uitte11 l,y ii 

----·-----
*Thad.a C0l'l'l'Spi,11dence with :Mr, Patte,;8011, of Philadelphia, asklug 

him to send me the 11u11111script but he had lost all trace of It 
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member of the church about the beginning of the present 
century. It· is excessh-ely 1rn111siug, and rery personal, 
though evicleutly one-sided. It is entitleJ "'l'lle First 
Chronicles of the Sheep-fold," and in imitation of Script­
ure, gives an outline history of the cougregatiou uucler the 
head of a flock of sheep. Under this remnne matter it 
says that Mr. Evans' yearly share of the fleece was t\venty­
firn pounds. It is highly ludicrous to reucl the judgments 
which are passed on the successhe ministers from the 
money stii.ntlpoint. :\Ir. Rowland was it faitl1ful Shepherd, 
knowing and doing the will of his master, the Great Shep­
herd, and ahorn allwas mocler;tte in the division of the 
fleece. Aboi-e all, llr. Griffith ' was couteuted ,vith the fags 
of the fleece.' Happy student of Phil. 1v, u ! Mr. 
Si11wuton 'uitl not plnek 1111,rd on tlw fleec,:i.' )Ir. Gemmil 
' well pointecl out the paths the flock shonlJ walk in, could 
point out the most \Vholesome blades for their \Velfu.re ; in 
short, he mis ·much caressecl by the flock, but \Vas severe 
iu ~heitriug, for he took fleece, tags, mgs, bobtail, mid all 
not enongli.'" 

The follmriug satire on chnrch affairs ,nts written by 
him when he ,rns eighty-six years of age. 

" Charity is lost, buried iu oblidou. 
Without' charity there is no religion, 
For the affection of sanctity 
Is a blotch on the face of £-'ietv. 
Ju· clmritv it must be confes.;;ied: 
l\lnch goocl has been done b,· .1Iethodist. 
'l'he.seet I do not ,,ish to st1gnmtize, 
If they do not comert, they Jmnmnize. 
I finrl no fanlt \,ith their prof('~ilion, 
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But with one of their preacher's transgression, 
Who, by the stormy, pestilential Ayres, 
Amongst their good seed so,ved. the tares, 
Who says if they follow his direction, 
'rhey are purged from sin-they are all perfection, 
.Aud all their sins committed before, 
Are blotted out-they can sin no niore, 
And his doctrine ,vill bear the test, 
-Although his Bible reads-Non bomtm est. 

·' I\e urn.de our church a clear fountain· 
Since I drove old .Beelzibub o'er the Welsh :Mom1tain, 
Home of rou say, ".Alas! alack! 
We fear presby and Baptist will drive him back." 
Be not afraid-bu.ck he dare not come, 
For he fears the som1d of my pulpit clrnm, 
Presby and Baptist only hop on; 
'l'heir preaching sounds like pop of pop gun, 
And their churches nre ever in schism, 
There is no tme church but Methodism. 
I told you ouce, I tell you again, · 
\' ou are all made perfect, Joy in amen." 

It is rehtteJ tlmt at a "moving'' of one John Hodge, 
after the ,rnrk -n-1is completed and they were sitting aronucl 
1111.,·iug a social elutt, some one proposed that Da,ies extem-
11orise some poetry for their amusement. • 'l'aking his pipe 
from his Ill(.lilth,* he uegan: 

"0, ,J,,hnnr Hodge, 
Yon\-e 11m~le your lodge 

Anuill!?"St the ha,vks and <l\rls. 
I'll iager a gill 
t'pn11 t11is hill 

You'll not rnise many fowls." 
--·--------

*In t-he beginning of this chapter It was stated: that Davies chewed 
tobacco, lmt nPver ~niok,·d I have sine~ leai·ned that thi& statem .. ut is 
incorreet Be smoked but n .. ver chewed. 
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The following account is taken from a newspaper 
pubfoihed in 1813 : 

''ANNIY ERSARY OF AMERICAN. IN DEPENDENCE. 

"Pursuant to public notice, the Great V1tlley Volunteer 
Light Infantry, (commanded by John G. Wersler) paraded 
at Bartholomew and Jones' store, h1 East Whiteland TO\m­
ship, Chester County, on Saturday tile 7th day of August, 
1813, in commemoration of the day that g1n·e birth.to our 
national Independence. 

" After performiJ.ig a m1m her of military evolutions be­
cuming oitizen soldiers, they marched to 1tn adjacent green, 
near an excellent spring of ,rater, both shaded by hand­
some groves. The business of the day commenced by 
firiiig a volley. They (then accompauied by a large con­
course uf respect11ble citizens) partook uf an elegant dinner 
prepared for the occasion, at that place by William Bones. 
After whieh .:\fr. Hezekiah Daries ,n1s chosen president and 
:\Ir. John Heese vice president of the clay, u,nd the following 
toasts were clmuk, accompanie.l by t-he firing of rnlleys, 
and martial music. Among the to11.Sts were the follmriug_: 

"Hezekiah Davies-' United ''"e stand, divided we fall. 
:\fay the tongue be palsied that wuuld attempt to tlidde.'-
1 rnlley-:3 cheers.-lfail Liberty. 

·''John Heese-' The Great \' alley Light Iu:fantry.­
J'l,fay t,hey always be ready to arnuge the fair at Hampton.' 
:Xmuerous other toasts follm,orl." 

lJ11Yic.~ was appointed Liente1m11t i11 Capt. Cnluerton's 
company, Fl~·iug · Camp, Sept. 7. 1 ~ ;1;, The commission 
was i;igne I 11.r BenjaminFranklin. The re,2;i111e11t to which 
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he belonged was raised in Chester County, and went first 
to Fort Lee, which was erected by a corps of the Flying 
Camp. From Fort Lee tliey were ordered to Fort W ash0 

ington, where an engagement took place, continuing from 
early mom until late in the afternoon, The Flying Camp 
were taken prisoners, removed to the city of Ne,-r York, 
uucl Diwies with others ml.S confined on board the priso11 
ships. 11_1 u, few weeks he was sent to Long' Island, and 
exchanged on December 7, 1780. While a prisoner he 
had made a list of officers who were prisoners of war ii,nd 
cletaiued in New York City aud on Long faland. This 
document, which contained other i111port11nt matter, he> 
exhibited in court iu 1832, on making his affidaYit for 
pt•u;;ion. 

As a prisoner; Daries must hare httd considerable lati­
tude allmred him, for it will be obsen·ed that his elopement 
aml urnrrhtge tou_k phtce before he was exchanged. 

An anecdote is related of a young man who once triell 
to fri,!!hten Duries. He had hid himself one night in the 
Charlestmm g1'.arnyard, aud lay in· m1it for DaYies. ,-rho 
was expected to pass that way late in the night. WIJC'11 
Hezekfoh eame 1doug, a figure arose from behind n toml,­
stoue 1111d iu n hollow mire exclaimed: "Stop. l\fr. DaYies." 

·'Ha! ,rho nre :rnu, mid ,rhat to yon mmt with me?" 
was the response. 

"Yon must shortly he prepared to lie here?" sn,id the. 
ghost. 

"No, sir_, )fr. Ghost, I shall not lie here. I intend to 
Jic in tht> Yallc>~·. in the Preshyteriau gra,·e~·arcl :'' an<l )fr. 
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Dades w·alked on. His ,rords proved true., for to-duy he 
lies there, quietly sleeping among the dead. 

Hezekiah Da\"ies, haYing a strong constitution ancl 
being very regular in habit, lirnJ t:J the ml nii1ced age of 
m years. He diecl on the 2';'th uf December, 18:3';', and 
mts buried in the Presbyteriitu burying gl"ouucl; Great· 
Yalley. The follO\ring is inscribed on his tombst-011e: 

'· In memory of Lieut. Hezekhth Davies, au officer ii1 

the Rernlutio11. who "departed this life Dec. 27th, 1837, in 
the tnst yMr of Ii.is age.''* 

*See Appendix D. 
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CHAPTER YI. 

llRS. HARRIET ANDERSOX. 

I EFORE proceeding with a sketch of the life of Mrs· 
Harriet Anderson, daughter of Hezekiah Davies~ 
and wife of Julius .Anderson, it may be ,reB to 

R glance at the history of another b1·anch of the 
family, from ,vhich she ,vas descended. 

'l'he Schencks of Long Island ,Ter~ of Holland descent. 
The first progenitor of the Bushwick (Long Island) branch 
of the family was Johannes Schenk.* He was bor.11 in 
Holland,_ Sept. 19, Hi56, and came to America in 1683. 
He was a man of learning, and had confen-ed npon him 
tlie degree of J. U. D. (J1wis 1tfri11,.~q1te Dodor; Doctor of 
both L:tws; i. e. the Canon and the Civil). His mother 
"·as }fargaretlut Boe :khorst, who died April 12, 1688.­
Accordiug to l\lotleyt. he ,ms descended . from an old and 
influential family who could trace their ancestry back to 
---- ------ ------- - -------------

···M.emoil· of Johannes Schenk," by P. L Scbeuck, M. I>., l'latbnsh, 
Long [~land 1876 • 

+"ffi•tory or ruitPd ~erherlands.•· 
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the time of Charlemagne in the eig!-ith century. He mar­
rie:l, be,"ore lea.ri,ug Holland, M.tgdaleua cle Haes. This 
event donbtle,,;s occurred but a sl10rt time before their de­
parture for America, as they ha.d no children born in 
Holhm'l. Johannes died at Buslnrick, L. l, Feb 5, 1746. 

'fi1e Schencks are very numerous, and it is unnecessary 
to attempt an eitended retie,v of their history. Suffice to 
say that Nichol11,B Schenck, father of Aune SchenQk (see 
page -12), ,nLs born• Sept. 4, 1732, and died April 3, 1810. 
He marriecl Wilhelmnpie Wyckoff, a lady four years his 
jti.nior. Anne, their third chil<l,* was born March 19, 1763. 

The Schencks were nearly all devoted to the cause of 
liberty during the Hevolutionary War. But it is said that 
Nicholas' sympathies ,vere with the Tories; The "rebels" 
once disturbed the serenity of his household, as shown by 
the following account of Gen. Jeremiah Johnson: 

"Hyler took a sergeant's guard at Canausie from the 
house of their Captain, Schenck. The guards were at 
supper and their muskets standing in the hall when he en­
tered. He seized the arms and; after jesting with the 
guard, borrowed the silver spoons, took all their muskets 
and a few other articles and made one prisoner. ];le then 
sent the guards to report thems!:llves to Ool. Axtell and re-
turned to New Jersey." · 

'fhe Tory version of the snme affair 1B as· follows : 
"About 10 last Thursday night the house of Nicholas 

Schenck, near three miles south of Fla.tbush, was supprised 
by the cre,vs of two Hebel whaleboats from Brunswick. 

*See Appendix E. 
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The family were at supper when the Rebels entered the 
house, and of course not prepared to make any resistance. 
They therefore took away everything they could carry, 
wounded Peter Bogart, a lodger, of New York, in the side 
with a bayonet, took a,vay his money and plate and the 
plate of the family, to a considerable amount." * 

It will be remembered that .Anne Schenck eloped with 
Hezekiah DM•ies, the young "rebel" officer. When he 
finally took his bride home, it is said he had no place pre­
pared to keep her, lllid that they lived for a while in a 
spring-house loft on the Pritchard estate. t It will be re­
member_ed that they were married before his exchange. 
'fheir married life was happy, peaceable and quiet. Anne 
died on Saturday, February 11th, 1826, near the hour of 
noon, and was hurried. on the following Monday, in the 
Presbyterhtn burying ground, Great Valley. The following 
inscription is made upon her tombstone: 

"ls MEMORY 

of Anne, wife of Hezekiah Davies, 
who ,ras born on Long Island, 

.-March 19th, 1763 and died Feby. 11th, 1826. 

'fhis churchyard bears au added stone, 
The fireside shows a vacant chair, 
Here sadness dwells and weeps alone, 
And Death displays her banner there. 

•Quoted by Onderdonk f1•am Gaine's lllercw-y, June 18, 1781. 
ti have In my pos•rss1nn dePds ~longing to this eRtate over a Cl'Dtury 

;ind a half old. They are written on very heavy pa1·cbme11t. · 
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The life has gone, the breath haa fled, 
And what has been no more shall be; 
'l'he well-known form, the ,velcorue tread; 
0, where a.re they; and where is slle?" 
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'rne se..:ond verse of the above does not appear on the 
tombstone, though the writer has in his posseBBion an old 
paper containing perhaps the original copy in the haud­
writing of Hezekiah Davies. 

Harriet, second daughter of Hezekiah and Aune 
Dayies, was born in Chester County on Saturday, July 3, 
1784, at quarter after five o'clock P. M., and baptised on 
Smiday, July 13, by the Rev. John Simontown. She was 
of a literary tum of mind, and read a great deal. . 

On the d{lath of her husband she supported herself for 
a time by teaching in the old Union School House, in the 
meantime keeping house for her father. 'rhere were eight 
children, Jerome, Isaac, Anne, Mary, Hezekiah, Adrianna, 
Julius and John. Isaac died in ·infancy.. On reaching adult 
age, Aune, Hezekiah and Julius went to Alexandria, Pa., 
then considered the "West." John, the youngest, went to 
sea while a mere youth. 

Yielding to the wishes of her children, she accompan­
ied her daughter, Adrianna, to Alexandria in the spring of 
1842. On departing from the old homestead she was 
heard to remark, " How foolish I am to go away out west 
to die!" These ,vords ,vere singularly prophetic, fur iu the 
following spring she died from internal cancer, after suf­
fering great pain. She was buried in the Presbyterian 
grayeyard in Alexandria. -
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hi person Mrs . .Anderson was of medium height, rather 
fleshy, with blue eyes. She was a member of the Presby­
te1·ian church, and her poetry as well as the character of 
tl?e books sl1e r~ad gave evid~n.ce of_ tl"!-1e piety. Her family 
b1blEl bears on its fly-leaf thIS mscnpt10n: "Brooklyn, July 
1, 1820, Presented by Nicholas Schenck to Harriet Ander­
son, as a precious souvenir of the Past." Another volume 
to which she seems to have heen much attached is "Jay's 
Evening and Morning Exercises," comprising a text and 
sermon -for every day in the year. Among her religious 
books were also Dr. Doddridge's "Rise nud Progress of Re­
ligion in the Soul," and "A l\fo1mment of Parental .Affec­
tion." On a fly-leaf of the latter book is inscribed, "Harriet 
.Anderson's book: a present from her son, Jerome S. Ander­
son, A. D. 1824." "May I lh-e the life of the righteous and 
may my latter end be like his."* 

*These books a.re now In the possession or J. A. Rlddle, Willlam"­
burg, Pa. 



CHAPTER VII. 

F.\.llILY OF WERSLER, 

P-rogenitoi·s n.f the Wersler family. - Participation in 
publie ajfuirs. - .Brief .zecow,t of descendants. 

a< ,.:1:IHE p".'ll""iro,- of the Wen!'": family eome to 
~tJ)i , ~\ Ame~ca with five sons some tim~ before the 

'i't; . ~ breakmg out of the Revolutionary War • 
. ~ ~'i!.;

1 
He was an Episcopal minister, but on the 

~~~ commencement of the war, joined the Ameri­
can army with his five sons. 

After the close of the war, George W crsler, one of the 
sons established a home near Oley, in Bucks County, Pa. 
In this place he married Miss Anna Maria Guldin, in or 
about 1780. 

Shortly afteward l:e purchased a saw-mill in what was 
then Charlestown ( now Schuylkill) Towns.hip, Chester 
County, and moyed to that. place. He owned also two 
farms iii that township, on onP of whi~h was built the 
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Union Scho::ilhouse, mentionecl in a former ch&flcr. 
In lil/4-, during the v'11it1key InsurreC'tion, '\' ersler 

raised a <"ompauy of militia, of which he was electe1l cap­
tain. The company was eneamped at Shippensburg un­
til the tronhle was over, when they were diseharged and 
t;cnt home. 

Ou his retum home, "' ersler dernted his attention to 
farming and su1Teying --- to the latter quite extensi,·ely. 
These oecupations he followed until the time of his death 
which occm:red on ~fay 14, 1832. 

Of five chilclren, the f'ollowin~ sun·ived him: ·,JoJm 
G., Rebecca and Eli:,:aheth. He left the following docu­
ment to his executors : 

TnE Sc-Bsemmm'H D:i,:sun.;,; TO HIS ExmTTOUH ,\XD 

FmExns, Ix nrn KAllE OF _.Gon, A:1rn::v. 

Taking into Consideration at this Day the ~fortality of 
my Natural Life aml how Short and how unexpected it 
May be Ended, ....•. · .•... • .. , ...•.......... -. · ..... . 

(I) ~y desire is this that as Soon as the llreath of 
Life has forsaken me, and Left my Body a Corps To lay 
out the Same in a Common and Decent l\Iauner, and then 
Send to Thomas Lewellin to make a Coffin Such a one as 
my Children may Direct, with a Case of '''hi t.e Oak to 
lay the· coffin in. · 

( 2) A ply to the Sexton at the time hf:'ing to Sink a 
Grave at a Stake in SeC'on(l row west aposite :rudge Rus­
ton's Tomb Stonf'. 
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( l3) As I have Spoken to the Rev. )Ir. Guldin to gh-e 
my followers a funeral Sermon at my Burial, he is to take 
l1yms at his discretion, But the funeral Text I long since 
Selected out of the 31st Psalm, 5th verse : 

Zu cleine Haeutle ht:1Juche ich di,r meinen Gei11t. ].Ju 

ht111t rnich erloest Herr d1, getreuer (}utt. 
( 4) If you can conveniently Get two Practical Stir­

vPyors with two other X eighbors to carry the Corps fronie 
lluring room to the Hearse &c .•••••.•.•••••..•••••••• 
• John Beaver and George Hartman would be exceptahle 
at this time. 

( 5) The Re,·. Bringley's presence would be very a­
greeable if not too troublesome & to take part in the fu­
neral Sermon. 

( 6) As to 111.onument or head and foot stone, I leave 
it t.o the. Discretion of my Children. 

\\'ritten the aborn with my own hand ~Ionclay the 7th 
Day of April, 1828. 

GEORGE 'V\'F.RSLER • 

• John G. V\' ersler, son of the above, was horn Feb. 20," 
1781, in Charlestown Township. His education was ac­
quired in the Guion School, situated on one corner of his 

_ father's fa.rm. °"'hen old enough, he frequently accom­
panied his father on his surveying trips·as an assistant. 
Being a ,·ery apt sdi-1l11r in m.1.~~n:1nti,~ ;, h'3 soo:i master-
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. etl the art, aiul afterwards followed it for himself, when 
his father became too old. 

He nm~rit'1l, in 1810, :Miss Maria DaYis,' c~aughtt'r of 
HeY-ekiah, a skl>tch of whose lifo has been giYen. 

On the outbreak of the war of 1812, he recmited a 
company of voluntce.rs, an1l was gfren a captain's com­
w1,;s10J1. His company joirwd the Secoml Hegiment of 
Ptmnsyhania Volunteers, Col. Lewis Bae-he c·onimanding. 
,v ersler was in the ser,·iee three months, or more. 

In 1807 he ha<l been counuissioneil, hy Gov. McKean, 
ensi,i.,m of tlie company of light infantr;•,. ~ttached to the 
First Battalion of the 44th Hegt. of Peuusylvania l\lilitin, 
::!llll Brigit.de, 1Jr<l Division, composed of the counties of 
<.lester, eelewme. Ttis c·ou.mis::ion was renewed in 1811 
hy Gov. Snyder, who also commissioned him Major of. the 
First Batt., 57th Ilegimeut, of the Pennsyh-ania .Militia. 
He received a captain's t't'1llmission from ·Gm·. Hiester on 
Aug. 3, 1821, and a major's commission on Sept. 1 of the 
same year. 

In civic offices, l\Ir. "\.Yersler was appointed deputy 
1 heriff umle1· George Bartman in 1810, an<l in !\farch 25, 
1818, was apro;nttcl nr.cl (( mmi!!!!ionecl by the Govemcr, 
Clerk mid Protr.onota1y <'f the Court of Chester County. 

Be had eight children : their names are Milton, Anna 
Maria, George; He:zekiah Davis, Harriet l\f., Annie D., A. 
Horatio, and ,Yillimn L. They all sur,·i,·ell him. 

!IIILTOX w1~m11.1-:1t. 

'.\Iilton, the eldest SOil nf .John G. ,Y~rslt>r, was horn 
Dec. 14, 1811, in "Test Chester, arrd in the old jail build. 
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ing, whilt! !,is father he.Id the office of deputy sheriff. His 
ea1·ilest recollection i1:1 that of the prisoners carrying him 
aronn<l the jail. 

He ma1Ti.ed, in 184:i, Elizabeth, daughter of \Ym. C. 
Co11ar1l. During the first year of his married life, lie 
lh·e:l with his father on the farm. For this service he re­
ceive,l :illOU, with which sum he paid house rent and pro­
vided_ for himself and wife. He rented the place the. next 
year and· formed it until the spririg of 1881, when he re­
moved to an adjoining farm which he had purchased in 
1878 from his father's estate. 

He had five children: \Villiam C., John G., Clement 
L., Susanna C., aml George B. 1IcClellan . 

.\XX.\ lL\lUA ( WERSI.EH) 11.\PP. 

Anna. Maria, secom l child of .J ohi1 G. "'!,.Y ersler, was born 
March 28, 1813. She is.a woman of considerable intelli­
gence. "'hile a young lady, Ehe \'l"ent to "\Yilliamsburg, 
Pa., where she taught school. On her return to Chest~r 
County, she man-ie<l Benjamin Rapp, in 185.J.. She has 
since resided in Schuylkill Township anrl hai; no children. 

GJWRt;J,: WERl'll,Jrn. 

George Wersler was born Feb. 1, 1816. In 1847 he 
married Elizabeth Beaver, daughter of George Beaver, of 
Great Valley. 1.i'or a while after his marriage, he lived 
on his f'ather's farm. He afterward mm·etl t~ a farm he-
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longing to l1is father-in-law anc_l again io one owned 1,y 
Wm. Wayne, near Paoli. 

On ihe death of his fothei·-iu-law, he pnn·hase1I the old 
Beaver homestead ·and moved hack to it. The celebrated 
"Diamond Rock" _is situated up-:m this property, also the 
old Diamond Rock Schoolhouse. 

His chilcl,·en are :M:. Louise, A:rnie M., Ella, Ida IL, 
Lizzie_ H., Geo. B., Clara T., Emma "r·• .John G. 

Died Oct. 10, 1820, aged one year, sernn months, an,1 
twenty-two days. 

HARRIET )I. \\"Eltsr.1m. 

Harriet M. wns horn March 12, 1820. She married 
Thomas E. Hampton Sept. 7, 1880, and lived with him on 
a farm which they purhased in Charlestown Township in 
1852. In 1879 they sold this place and removed to a lot 
on her father's estate, known_ as the "Saw Mill Place." 

She died Feb. 19, 1882. Her children were Stephen 
L., Mary E., Milton W., Elmira C., ,John G. 

ANNIF. n. WER."lLJm. 

Annie D. was born .January 13, 182_1. She never mar­
ried, but kept house for her father until the time of his 
death. She now lives with her sister, 1lrs. Rapp. 
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ALBJ-:RT It. 1\'ERSLJm. 

Albert H. Wersler was born January 12, 1824. He 
was .appreriticed to learn the carpenter's trade, and after­
ward ,vorked as journeyman many yea.rs. He removed to 
Ti11pera11oe O. still following his trade. In 1852 he 
m:1rried Miss Mary Christie of that place, 

Soon after his arrival in Tipperanoe, he was elected 
surveyor, and has since held the olfiee of mayor. 

Ji'ollowing a!"e the names of his children : John, 
Henry, Annie, Sally, Hattie, Lizzie, VVillie, Albert. 

WILLL\'.I[ L. WERSLim,, 

Wm. L. Wer.:ile:· was b:J~n Dec 31, 182?: When of a~ 
bout twenty yea.rs of age, he went to learn the printer's 
trade under .John Hodgson, editor of the ".Jeffersonian;" 
at ,vest Chester. The occupation not agreeing with him, 
he returned to his father's farm, upon whirh he worked un­
til his father's death. He afterward lived with his brother 
Milton, and again with his nephew, M. "\V. Hampton. He 
now resides with Beµ.jamin Rapp. 
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A bri.6f account of the des_cendant.s of Juliua A·nderaon. 

A VING now traced the history of those of 
the Anderson_ family who haYe preceded us, 
we will next turn our attention tQ present 
generations. · _I shall not attempt to give an 

~ti)~• extended account, as such was _not originally 
'° the object of this brief sketch of family his-

tory. The first-born of Juiius Anderson dying in early 
childhood, we will begin with a hrief account of 

JERO)IE S. AS"DERSO~. 

Jerome S. was the second child of Julius Anderson. 
After the death of his father in 1822, he lived a short 
time with his mot-her, who m·ade her home with her father, 
Hezekiah Davies. He then went to thf" eity nf Xew Yrrk 
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and learned the printer's trade. \Yhile there he became 
acquainted with Somers, a popular Baptist minister. It 
was doubtless through his influence that Anderson left 
the printer's caEe and commenced studying for the minis­
t1 :y. Vi"ith this intent le entered Brown's "Cniversity 
and graduated at that institution, having paid the e~pt"nses 
of his edneatior~ lJy his ow11 effort. He was finally ordain­
eLl a minister of the gospel, and his first charge was in 
~ ewark, X ew .r ersey. He was afterward offered an ap­
pointment in .}Iartha's Yineyo.rcl, uut objected to living 
on an i:ilanJ. He a~c-epted a charge in St'.lnington,"Conn. 
In this pla•·<> he bhored nntil failing heilth compelled 
him to ahanclm; the pulpit. 

He was mal1'ied twi<'c, and left a son, Jerome S. Ander­
son, hy his t'ecoml ,,·ifr,, ~\Iiss Catharine Douglass. After 
a lingering illuess, lw finally 1lit>1l in Philadelphia of con­
sumpti,i:1:* 

"\Y as born in Io 10. On tlw Lleath of her father, sh9 
went t{> live with a family by the name of "\Vhiteside, as· 
her mother was nnt able ti> support a-11 ht>r little ones, eight 
in number. She afte~ward lived in the family of John 
Davi;., or '-Pi,_·kering Jolmnv," as he was familiarly called. 

At the nge of eighteen s·he manierl .Jacob R6ssite.r, a 
millwright by trade. They liwd on tht• "Saw !\fill Place," 
and various other places arnl finally bought a lot and 
htiilt a. perma11Pi1t honrn iit the ·•C1)rner Stores." 

·- -------...-•·· 
* .\!though I correspoml1•1!' with the family of lllr. Aniterso.n, l ,.-11s 

unnlJI•• to ol_1tnln th<• <lutes nf hi11 hirtb, 11u11Ti11gc nml clentb. 
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On the death of her husbaml, she soM the l:0111C'f'tC'~d 
and remove<l to Phoenixville in 1878, wl:ere ,J.,, iiow re­
sides with her daughter Arldie. 

Her chiltl:-en w31•3 .Je1wn·.~, Li;,;:~;,:,, H·Fri··,t, .:\.. ! :; •. :-_;· .·i-
ker, Jfran-:::es l\-farion and K:ite. Tho first two 1.:ie:: i:i in-

fant')"· 

Annie D. Am1erson w::s born October 20, 1807, in 
Chester County, Pa. Her-cducati,m c·omi~tecl merely of 
the rudiments of th~ eunm10:1 h;·anches wliich she ac­
quired while at.tending the school taught by Ler mother. 
Later,' she -learned thti trade of tlrei;smaker i:1 Philadel­
phia. This occupation she followed for a number of ye1:.rs, 
removing after,vard to Alexandria, Huntington Co., Pa., 
whei:e her brothers Julius and Hezekiah had already es­
tablished themsefres as millwrights. Herc Annie opened 
a store and continued her occupation of dresm1aking. 

In autumn of the same year, 18-!~, her motlier, -her sis­
ter Adrianna, a.ncl a cousin, )Iiss \Yill.elmine Shrfrer 
( now 1\-irs. Kennerly), anfred. It will be rnmernbered 
that the mothm· died t.he following sprit1g. 

Her brother Hezekiah, lawing previously married the 
daughter of l\Ir. John lliJule, of \Yilliamsburg, Pa., A . .11-

nie, shortly after'her establishment in business in· Alexan­
dria, accompanied her brotht'r on a ,·isit to th_e Bicldles, 
where she met John, a so;i of the abo,·t•. This IU'quain-
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tance resulted in love and marriage, as shown by t~,,e f)~­
lowing entry in an old family Bible : 

ii .John Biµ<lle and Annie D. .Anderson were married 
at Alexandria by Rev. Peoples on May 2b, 1843." 

She at once left her home in Alex:1mh-ia for one with 
her hushand on the Biddle homestead, situated on Clover 
Creek. That her absence from the old fireside was keenly 
felt by those she left behind, is attested bj· the following 
lilies written in her alhuin by her sister, Adrianna .. 

"Farewell! whnte'er my lot muy be, 
'l'ho' tosse,I on life's tempestuous Seti, 

Till e~·e1·y nerve in <leuth shall thrill, 
I'll love tluic, love thee, love thPe still, 

"Shoulcl storms nf ~or1-ow o'er my path . 
· t.:'nfol<l tlwir r1n-cn wings of w1•atl1, 

Or pleusnrc strew m)• path ,vit h flowers, 
tu <•hnnge not with life's changing hour_~. 

"Sistm·, furewell ! l10,yp1<ncc thy steps attend 
Till lite'~ brief pilgrimage shall encl; 

Then may we meet on that bright shore, 
·Whe1·e ra,·ewell tears_are she<l no more." 

Few men are blessed with hett{'r wives tlrn.n was .Tolui 
Bid,lle, the husband of Annie. \.\·e need not dwell ur•: n 
the thrifty, happy, but une,·entful, life that follnwrnl. 

In March, 18,.0, she was seize-I with t.n attack of appo­
plexy which produced a partial loss of memory and speech 
with at· time~ most g-locm;,· nllfl ,listrPr~ing fl'diiigt>; 
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From this stroke she partially recO\·ered, but her "t:-omfort­
able moments were always followed by others of gloorny 
c:epreHion. On Eait,uc1oy nir-11t i:,receding hr cluith, sl:e 
was seized with rnvere vomiting, whic:h causl'd intemal 
inflamation and weaknes;;, increasing until the hour of lier 
<ll'lath on t],e following T-1Pstfay, Dec. 31, 1878. 

For tlw last twenty years- of her lifo Mrs. BiJdie wai'> 
u member of the P1·es. Church of \Yilliamsburg, lia,·ing 
heen baptized in that faith 111:iny years Lefore. She was 
tl1e mother of two children. The first died in infancy ; 
.John, the· second, surviYes hP-r and rei,:icles near Wil1iams­
l.mrg. 

Adriana S. Anderson was Lorn Sept. 12, 1812, while her 
father· was absent in the war. After her father's death, 
she lived with her aunt ,Julia Davies and grandfather Hez­
ekiah Da:des. After her hrothe1' Jerome's marriage; she 
was invited to lfre with ·him in Newark N. ,T. Here 
she Jived for a time, attending school. She lh-ed with 
her brother aft er he took up l,is residence in Stonington. 

Removing to Phila~le!phi:i. she learned tl1e miliner's trade 
on North Second St. wit.ha family na.meJ Abby. 

On the. rE;imornl of bf'r sister Annie and hrothern .Tulius 
and Hezekiah to .-\lexandri,1, Adriima ;m,I her mother 
changed their home to that place. where she and Amiie 
carried ou the traclf' of millini>ry an<l 1lrPFfl1rnl,inµ· un,I 
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selling fancy articles of dress. Their brothers above 
riamed assisted them in fitting up their store. 

On March 1, 1848, she was married to Eli Lloyd by 
the Rev. Willi~m Gibson. In 181>1 she and her husband 
mm·ed west to Dixon, Illinois, where they purchased a 
farm. Not satisfied with tLe country, they sold out and 
returned to Pa., after about a year's sojour-n in the West. 
But the ·rough roads, stony fields, ancl rugged mountains 
haJ lost their char1~s ; or, at least, the West seemed, on 
the whole, more attractive for 1851J they removed ag.1.in to 
Dixo11 where they finally purchased a farm of Julius B .. 
. Anderson, Adrianna's brother, on the Three Mile Branch, 
two and one half miles southwest of Dixon. On this a 
t·cmrno<lious home was built, while only two other houses 
were visible on ·the wide, bleak pre.hie. 

The howling of the wind by day and the wolf at night 
were sc,on faniiliar, though none the less dismal sounds. 
An occasional deer w,i.s seen bounding across the mead­
ows, and the wild "prairie chickens" were numerous. 

A i<li '.i-,nal pui'chascs of adjoining land were made and 
tl:-.e cccupr.tkri of fa.I ming continued until the autumn of 
1878, when a house was purchased in Dixon, then a thriv­
ing town of about 5,000 inhabitants. 

Three children were.born to them: .Julius A., Catherine 
E.* and Anna M. The latter died in infancy. 

HEZEKI.\ H 0. 

After his father's death Hezekiah was sent to live with a 

• The following lines were written by her a short time before her 
lleath and afterward found among her brother's papers. 
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man by the name of John )lcCurdy. He was born 
April 2, 1814, and was about eight years of age when his 
----------· ---- ------- .. --·--· --- ------ ----··-----··-··---------------·· ---

With folded arms and upturned face, 
Quietly I take uay plllce 

With thoee that rest. 
Alone I'll occupy the halls 
Composed of four poor narrow waJls 

Of mother eau-tll. 

With heavy bee.1·t, I watch the sky 
An<I see the sunset fa!le an<l die. 

Then weep an,1 cry. 
My hea1-t grows fainter every <l'ly; 
J woul<l a _little longer stay. 

How time does 11.y ! 

With feeble hlln<ls I folcl away 
The things l'Ye worn.from <la;\· to day, 

Now use-Jess all. 
I'll <lon a. habit new an,1 strange, 
Of fn1<hion that Will ne,·eJ" c-hnnge 

Till ,Jugclment•s eall. 

How wastecl uow seem-all the 1·ears l 
How full of foolish hOJlC!I amrl fears' 

Beyonci rec1dl • 
I've rlone with hope ancl life aml 10,·e. 
1 knilw my Helpel' is ubo'I·<', 

·That comfortR me. 

My faith )ooks fo1•wartl to tlw rlay, 
I knotv it is not tar away, 

When be will come. 
Aud Zion shall again bebolcl 
The Son of God. whom ,Judas sol,l 

11.1 triumph reign. 

Then will tl1e sea·give up hl'r cle1ul, 

( {,!NFJNJSBl>D,) 
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father died: He remained with .McCurdey until he was 
sixteen years of age, when he left to learn- the shoemaker's 
trade. He soon changed his plans, however; and went to 
learn the trade of millwright under his brother-in-law, Jacob 
Rossiter. Remaining with the latter about five years, he, 
in 1839, in company with his brother ,Julius, made a tour 
through western Pennsylvania and Ohio, returning home 
in the autumn of 1840 ; and in the spring of 1841, went 
to Alexandria, Pa., to follow their trade, ,Julius being also 
a milhnight. Or; November 11, 1851, Hezekia.h m~nied 
'.\Iiss Drusanna Biddle, sister to ,John Biddle, who had 
pre.,·iously maITied Anne Anderson. 

After liYing- in Alexa11cl1'ia one year, he moved to Pat­
tons,·ille, Bedford Co., Pa. In 1855 he removed to Dixon, 
I 11, where he followed the occupation of farming· until his 
!leath, which occurred :May Hl, 1870. He was huried in 
Oak \\'ood Cemetary. 

-The ~frCurdeys, being '.\lethodists,_ he had been in­
structe1l in that faith, anrl was a consistent member of that 
church; His children wel'e Mary C., ,Jerome B., George 
W., Charles A., .John \Y., Anne E., Salome; Virginia, 
Frank and Homer. 

.rn.irs H. 

Julius Baton Anderson was born April 17, 1816. When 
about nine years of age, he was sent to live with Benja­
min Boyer, near Valley Forge. Remaining there until 
his sixteenth year, he went to live with General George 
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Hartman, unner whom his father had served in the war of 
1812. . After 1emaining with the· latter family one year, 
he entered that of his brother-in~law, Je.cob Rossiter, to 
learn the millwright's trade. In 1889 he made the tour 
abo,-e mentioned with his brother Hezekiah. Changing 
his home in 1841 to Huntington Co., Pa., he fom:d occu­
pation in building and i-ep.:iring mill3 along the .Juniata. 
Ou the of fifth .Ma.ich, 1845, l.e manied Miss Elizabeth 
Lloyd, of Huntiugtcn Valley. In the spring- of 18i'l0 he 
removed to Dixon, Iliinois, bei1;g tl.e first of the family 
to venture to the "far wei,t.'' 

An iucident of the journey is worth relating. At Pit~s­
hurg, Mr. Anderson and John Porter were delegated to 
select a stea1rier on which their party were to travel dow;1 
the Ohio Ri.ver. Anderson chose one, Porter, another• 
Each argued in favor of his choice, hut Porter finally gave 
up, and the p:u1:y embru·keil on the boat chosen hy And­
erson. On its pas!'age do,vn, the hoat Eelectecl by Portei· 
hlew up, and mar1y lfres we1e. ks(. By a curious co-inci­
dence, a man by the name of Anc!erson was killed. _ 

Disembarking at Peru, Illinois, tl,e party proceeded by 
stage to Dixon. The roads heii;g very muddy, the horses 
were swamped and came t-0 a sta:-:rl-still. The male pass­

. engers were obliged to alight, help the women out, put 
their shoulders to the wheels and lift the stage coach from 
the mire. After a somewhat tedious journey they arrived 
in Dixon at two o'clock in the morning. 

Although following his trac]e in I.is new home, he livacl 
on a farm for a short time and bought snrl solcl several 
f.mns on which he realized considerahle profit. Ht• help-



e,l to huilcl the. fir3t flour-mill in Dixon, there being only 
a saw-miil when he_came, ancl no railroads. One day as 
he aml his wife sat at dinner, they saw through the win­
dow the first train on the Illinois Central cross the briclge 
<we:· lhek River. 

Their d1iltlrea are Harrie.t .J. aml Aclrhna :\1., one ha,·­
ii1,,. clieJ in infancv. 

,:-, I 

JOIIS W • 

• John \V e:-sler Anderson was horn February 1 i, 18:!3. 
This, it w1ll he rememhereil, was :i.fter thP. cleath of hi:-1 
father. In early el1il1lhnocl he attended the srhool taug-1,t 
hy his moth<'r. At t]i<' age> of ten he went to lin• with 
·his brother ,Jerome at Xew:irk, X . .J. He went with the 
lattP.r to Stonington wher<• he> attc>nclecl t=rhor'il nntil 11ix­
teen years of age. 

'\Vhile yet a c·hilc.l he had t·0111·eivc>cl a clesirP to roam hy 
· hearing his aunt .Julia JJaYies reutl 11tmies of tra.,·l:'I 11ml 
ac.lventure. To gratify this desire, he ran away from home 
to go to sea .. He went to )Iystir, near h_v. wherP he fPII 
in ~-ith · some sailors preparing a ,·essel for i;ea, who .set 
him to tending a fire under a ·1~itch kettle. 

}!:ere his brother found him and triecl to pnrsualle him 
to return home, hut in vain. He· arc•orrlingly set Fail in 
the Atlas, a whaler of about 300 tons lnmlen, with one 
brig in attenuance, Captain Banmm commanding. T:11" 
fi -~' voyage wast•) the Cape Vertle Islancls. Here ho~h 
f.1• Atlus and i11 ig were wi-ec-kecl on a reef with the loss 
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of one uurn. The crew were pulle<l ai;hore in a basket 
by ·means of ropes. After sixty days, twenty-two of them 
were taken off by a li'renrh man-of-war, the others being 
obliged t-0 remain. Anderson and Captain Barnum were 
transferre1l to un ,\n:e1-ic::an "taler rnlm:quently l:aikd in 
passage, and la.nded at Cape Town, whence they .fouu<l 
passage home in an American merchanfman. 

The se.~on<l voyage was ma.de to the same islands to 
rescue the men who had l:ecn left. On their arrival, l:ow­
ever, they foun<l that the men had built a shallop and hacl 
gone, leaving onlJ· the goat and pigs. After obtaining a 
cargo of oil, the vessel returned home after a voyage of 
eleven months. 

Anderson's third voyage was in the ship .Blucksto11e as 
a petty officier under Captain Pendleton. The course 
taken was around Cape Horn to whaling grou_nds in the 
Pacific, after a cargo of sperm oil. After 600 barrels of 
oil had been stowed down, the vessel cruised along the 
western coast of South America, touching at various 
points and ascending some of the rivers. V\'hile ~edoub­
ling the cape in n gale of wind, the vei;sel Eprang a leak. 
The captain broke cargo a?d stopped the leak, but l1ad to 
run into Rio Janeiro for repairs, after lying in quarantine 
two weeks. After re~ruiting for the lms of two men, the 
ship sailed on it.i-1 homeward course. The rnyage home oc­
cupied three months · V{hen entering the home port the 
vessel had to be made fast to a steainhoat to keep 
her from sinking. 

The next voyage was in the ship Byron, under Ca.pt. 



A.SitERSO.S F.-1.'.\[U.\"~ j' 

Beck, in company with another whaling ,·e.;s~l, and iki 
course t:i.ken was the same as in the last ,·n.v.1g-e. The 
vessels, however, parted company after heing 1:1eve;·al 
days out. The B:1•·ou sighted the l'o:1,;t of Pa~goni:1 and 
an<'ho:-ed in the Galligus Biver to wajt for the other ,·e11.'-lel. 
The ships now hea<le,l their course for the Falkland Isl­
ands. On the passage two right whales were captured. 
During this exploit Anderf\On was knockeil out of his 
hoat by one of the ·whales ancl had one of hi:-; shouliler 
honei\ broke:1. He ,v:.is pulled~nto the boat hy a negro. He 
was off duty two months. Near Falkland Islands a,000 
sealskins were taken in and one wl1ale captured. Tlw 
,·essels next heac~ed for the Shetland Islands; where the 
Richard H,mry, which had accompanied the Byro1t cu 

the voyage, was wredrntl in a storm. The latter was a.f0 

terwar<l wreeked on a kelp reef <luiing' tJ1e night. At 
elernn o'do:!k P. ~I. 'the 1.·r1iw deserted he;· ia boats 11ml 
made for Big American Bay. She was shcii1:Iy afterward 
rescued, however, aml put to sea. On tl:e third day the 
ship WardatD w:1, lnile l, uncle: c:rn1111an1l of Capt. Barn­
um, Anderso:1's former com:n:1.nder. The la.tt(lr ship be­
ing short of hands, Ariderson re-entered the service of his 
old C:tIJ~:iin as b:>at steare:·. ~-frs. B:1.rnum, a:i ohl friend of 
Anderson'1:1, was on hoard. The. JV,,1•.,,,,,, doubled Cape 
Horn and cruiserl along the coast of S0:1t!1 America, tak­
ing in 800 barrels of spenn oil. Near the Three l\Iarias, she 
was warned off the coast hy the Ame1 ican ship . Coustit,,r i,.,, 
o~ account of the .\,lexican war whic-h hail heen recently 
del'lared. 



A part of the crew mutinied and we·re delh-er!:'d into 
the hands of the American Consui when the ship tom:he1l 
at Rio Janeiro. ,Yhen Anderson finally anfre1l horne, 
he had heen a'>sent three yearJ and ele,•en clays. 

After a brief stay with his relatives iu ::;toniagtoi1 an1l 

Chester County, he we.nt to Blair· Count~· Pa., where,. as 
we h we seen, :1 n:unher of his brother., a:Hl sisters hacl al-
ready located. · 

Here he marrie1l ~Iiss Eiz.1heth Smith. He liveil for a 
s!10rt time on a farm in Blair Co., sold out and followeil 
still farther we!!t his brothers and sisters who had settled 
at Dixon, Ill. 

He purchased a farm two ancl one half miles southwest 
of Dixon, adjacent to the one purchased hy Eli Lloyd, his 
brother-in-law, where for a number of years he followed 
t'te,occupation of farming. He then sold this and mornd 
t::> the 1;1:.:mthern part of the state. He soon returned with his 
family to Dixon, where he now resi(les; following the oc-

. cupation of druggist. 
His children were Anna )!aria, Adriana, Charles, Will-

iam, .Julius, and Edward. '''illiam and Edward are tl~e 
only ones 1iow living. 



The writer !ms iu hi"' pos11es."io11 11 1·op_v ofa commission 
grantt>,I to Pa-tri<"k A111lerso11. 1t hegins a.s follows: 

•• In tin• X.-nn,: and by the A:CTHORITY of the 
FH},'}F.:.\IEX of the Counnonwealth of Pennsylvania The 
SI ·pn1<:.\rn 1<:XECCTIYE COl:NCTL of said Common­
wt>alth To Pntri1·k .\ndt<;'Aon, Estiuire. 

\\'E, reposing- 1•spet·ial Trn1<t and Conficlence in your 
Pa~-i•it,tism,. Valnr,. Co:1.-ha,·t, anrl FiJelity, DO, by these 
PrPse11t11 1·rn1:<tit11tP and appoint :'"OU to .be 

CAPT.\IX of 11 ,·11111pany nf foot &c\ &c~ in the Penn-
5:'·lvania Stuti" Ht>ginwnt , ........... " et<·. 

APl'E:O.l>IX B. 

lu a lt't11•r i:i my po;sessio:i, ,late-cl at \Vashington, Dec. 
17, 180-t lsa111• .-\nclt-1,-:011, while a memher of Congress, 

11a~·s : "Tht> l"P,•P;;sion of tJ1e Territory of Columbia is 
pen1li11g-. 'l'ht> 1'011stit11tin11ality of the measure is douhterl. 
If that shonlcl not he in tht' way, I am <'lParly of tht' opin­

. iuu that we ought to l"t'Pt'<lt•." 

;\ l'l'l;:S l>IX ( •. 

Tht> folL,wi.1.1 :trt> souiP of the article;; with their esti~ 
m!l.tf-'1l ntlnes, 11,,; tPpnrtP-11 hy thf' a.pprai11P1'l'I of the p~t.ate 
of Julius Anderson .. : 

\\"atr.h .............. · ........... $\J. rn·1 
Bed.stead and Beclrli1ig- .......... 20. 00 
\Y01:1m,'M 8adr11P .... ." •......... 2. fHI 
C'rad !" . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2il 
Bro,·:, :\£1m•, ~adrllP anrl Bri,l!P ... liO. (l(l 



8U 

A Lvt of Horse (.~ear?< .......... '!18 .UO 
;J Cow Cha.ins ........ · ......... . 
Big Spi1111ing VVheel ( worn!) .... . 
Old lfa.n'i; S:uldle ........•..... 
Dough Trough ................ . 
J )ntl'h ( )n•u .......•........... 

APPIO:XHIX I). 

•I<) .. 

.25 
.50 
.~5 

In a letter to Xicholas Sche1wk, ,lated April ~a, 1783' 
Mr. Davie, says that he has a fine daughtt•r, then nearly a 
year old, named Willempie.* In another dated Sept. 22, 
1785, he sa.ys : " Little ,villie ~as grown to he a fine girl 
and can speak almost as distinc-f as anJ·· '\-Ye are a.hont 
weaning Harriet, who has imme.iliatel}'· the countenan~e 
of Nick, anrl has not proved 1-10 trouhlesome a C'hild as 
'\Yimpy." 

AP~KSJ>IX J<..:. 

Through kindness of ~frs. Elizabeth Remsen of J,'lat 
Bush, Long Island, I have copies of _family records from 
old Bibles in the Schenck family. Mrs. Davies' motl1er 
was born Dec. 24, 1 i30. 

* Another form of the n11me Wilhelmina. 

THE END. 




